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ROYAL AUSTRALTAN NAVY, ¢} =~
LABUAN NDIG-MOLUCCAS FILE

N.C.S.0., Labuan,

Date: 11th December, 1945,
To: N.C.I.C. Molluccas,
Subject: "Grass Snake",

T—————— e

In compliance with your 090255Z, I wish to submit the following
result of an Engiiiry held by me on the passage of the Grass Snake from
BALIKPAPAN to LABUAN.

Lieutenant J.P.Cowing, C.0. of the Grass Snake, stated that --:

Before leaving Balikpapan he discussed the proposed route with the Port
Director, and suggested that¥ Tawi Tawi should be the first stop, in case
any repairs were necessary to the main engines, being under the impression
| that an American Tnit was still established there. Fe also suggested to
the Port Direttor that, in case of W/T $rouble, a signal could be made
from Tawi Tawi, via the American's W/T, Trouble was anticipated, as the
0.0. of Grass Snake had informed him that it had been a considerable source
of annoyance in the past,

Before leaving Balikpapen, the W/T set was tested by the Leading Tel-
egraphist on H.M.A.S. Cessnock, and was tuned satisfactorily to 8290 Kes.,

The W/T operator aboard the ship is an English S.R.D. Corporal, and
knows veyy little sbout this type of set,

On departure from Balikpapan, & signal was made to P.D. advising him the

; E.T.A. Tawi Tawi would be P.M. on the 30th November, 1945, The P.D. Ballk-
. papan was also informed, verbally, on his enquiry, that the time on passage
= would be approximately 10 days. (Actual time for the trip was 1l days. )

N 1
0635 Item: Weighed and proceeded,
: 1300 Ttem: ofexe (W/T 10G). Set W/T wateh on 8290 Kes, Operaton
repotted Receiver not working,
1540 Ttem: After vain sttempte by W/T operator to rectify the
fanlt in Receiver, it was decided to discontinue w/T
watch, and report arrival at Tawl Tawi via U.3, chan-
nels, W/T operator was instructed to keep a Deck Wateh
with the seamen, as the Ship's normal compliment was.
short one Officer, and P/0 Engineman,
30th November, 1945,
To date, Ship had maintained speed of advance of 7.4
Eﬂﬂtl . J < . 5
1100 Items: In position DBG 50 N. 1190 332 E., encountered extrem=
ely heavy ti@d, and although steaming at full speed,
made no heedway for 6 hours, when the tide changed.
2100 Ttem: Stopped engines in position 4°14' North, 119° 57' East
ag it was decided inadvisable to make Tawl Tawi at
nigh‘t.
| Dece
0640 Item: Procceded tq Tawh Tawi,
| 1400 Item: Anchored in Bangao Harbour,

s,
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a Page (2)
| - 1st, December(continued ) Whilst in Tewi Tewi the W/T operator
’ attempted to reetify the Receiver but without avail
| and as there was no W/T Station ashore or any authe
orities,could not signal an arrival or E.T.A Labuan .
2rd, December 1945
1630 Item Departed for TAMBISAN ISLAND ,
1900 Ttem Secured alogside Jetty at TAMBISAN ISLAND,
5th, December 1945
0654 Item Proceeded to LANGAAN ISLAND for a night anchorage as it was
considered advisable to make the MALLAWALLE CHANNEL in
daylight.
1800 Item Dropped anchor at LANGAAN ISLAND, Whilst at anchor
further attempts weré made to adjust W/T Receiver and
no fault could be located, On replacing it functiomdd
weakly for 10 minutes and then faded out,
6%h December 1945
0635 Item Departed for JESSELTON.
1435 Item Owing to heavy squalls and bad visibility was forced to d
drop anchor off TIGABU ISLAND,
th, D 1 |
|
Weather still sqmally and visibility nil so it was dacﬂ.dad
to wait for better conditions before attempting the last
portion of the MALLAWALLE CHANNEL, W/T operator
on trying his set once more found that he had fair
reception on his receiver,for reasons unknown, as he
had done nothing to it sinee his last attempt. The
opportunity was taken to report the position.(062315z)
0940 Item Weather cleared enough to proceed,
1315 Item Secured to Wharf at BANGUEY ISLAND for severall hours
in order to time an arrivel at JESSELTCN in daylight. |
0o W/T again cut out as soon as ship was underway. |
|
[ 4 PO i
‘< 1100 Ttem Secured to wharf at JESSELTON . |
?l-
A
] 4 9th, December 1945
' 4 W/T Receiver once more found to work very poorly but
Cndat 19 able to pass a signel (082305) and receive your 070040
' © 070100, 070746. Receiver only functioned for
o . approx, one hour,
| .
; g‘ 1725 Item Reported at Labuan,
f ¢ |
H
I
A f I have ex plained to Lieut. Gowing , the trouble and inconvenience
Q 2 caused to all cohcerned, by the lack of commmication and he has expressed
| | X his concern but states there was nothing he could do except keep on going,
=5 ’ I have examined the W/T log which bears out his statements and have
E ' questioned Corporal R.Foulkes, who operated the set and who confesses to
R having limited knowledge of this type of Set and cennot expla:!n,technir-ally,
i what was actually wrong.
‘g W..;.M LJ..xi Ronu
. “’NCcSO /\.W '
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' om I g m, renort on activities of H.'.A.8. "ORASS SVAKE" for
1. Left “roome on 4th. June enroute to Darwin, after affecting

rwh”m' vhich was carried away in heavy weatl
f of .

to rudder, Slgnalled positlon and cause of steppage.
to gea on Gthe June but had to return to anchorag
Breaknock ‘srieur for further repairs. Certain hbw thatwirelezs
set has definately broken down ( wurmed out condenser). |
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Secretary Navy P
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“hip.
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