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IN KEPLY PLEASE QUOTE

No.. ==

///\/ COMMANDING OFFICER H.M.A. "H. D, M. L. 1322"

' 5rd. SEPTEMBER 1945.

THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, THROUGH N.O.I.C. DARWIN.
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR AUGUST 1945

Submi t ted,

in accerdance with C.C.N.0. 97 and A, |
(4)7Report of Proceedings of H.lM.A. " Lﬁkimﬁ?ﬂﬁ Section2

of August,
20 Darwin Boom Patrol duties were carried out for twenty four

cmunencing at 1700ik on the following datnu - t’
August 4th. , 6th., 9th., 135the and 17th.

on 1Jth. August at 0950IK embarked C.S.0. and Ca ’

Secretary tm g: Rm::tgle Jetty and proceeded to Darwin pmtun ;or

trial Duke ness oucester run. danded

dain Jetty steps. R -

5 On 2Uthe August commenced engine top overhaul.

©e On 2/th. August top overhaul was completed. Proceeded on

engine trials at 1545IK securing alongside Main Jetty at 1630IK,

:::I.r:ls nr:n a;::;r;::ar{. w::om top overhaul a par.y of four ratings
8 leave Adelaide ' !

?- N :ontn th-rizth. River. These ratins returned

s huth,mfuomdeomctefthGSM'chMQ

been good. Full oppurtunities were made of the VP ho.‘lfdua.

The general condition of the ship is goods

A new Diesel stove was fitted during the overhaul. This

stove is now working well, but with pres
- ng. . ’ present ventilation makes the

Se Monthly figures:
- Hours under way 41 hours.
Distance steamed 309 miles.
l‘ota% ::lgnru:
5] distance steamed since eommissioni 06
Average Speed 10 knots. RO T —_——

Total Engine Hours mz}hou-n. A
Date of Gﬂﬂ.‘l.lbioning 1 1M. ' PAMMANDIME |

W\ Q | | %.
o\ | H.M.A M.L, 1822,

e R M a2 R T

NEEINER
'_..-I ! 1 I il B I| ¥ ]
o
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-. *':'".13 iR G .;,,14.' Officer H.lM.A HDIL 1322,

o

I L11Y
v | ,- 1 o)
" -:_“'?.. | - .

Naval Boarc hroucih Nava.

In accordsnce with CONO 97/L43 and A.C.B 0238 Secte2 9‘) J
Report of Proceecdings of HUMA ML 1322 for the month of July.

2e Darwin boom patrol duties were carried out for 24 hours
cormencing at 1700IK on the following dates:=-
July 6the 10th, 14th, 19th, 2Lth, 28th, and 30th,

e July 9the At O150IK slipped and proeccded to NVo.1 buoy
with NCS documents for U,S tanker "CROSS KEYS"™ and "SAIDY
CLEEKY, Arrived at licel buoy at 0330IK stopped engines and
drifted, NCS doeunents were delivered to the "CROSS XEYys"
at 14151k, Proeeeded to harbour and secured glongside C,7T
Jetty at 16201K,

s '™ July 14the At 0625IK slipped and proeceded in company
with ML 1324 for A.A and surfaec target shoot, Comnenced
firing at 09453IK in a position approximately two miles to
the north of lliddle Ground Buoy.Cecased fire at 1037IK and
returned Vo harbour securing alongside at 1259IK, The shoeting
was pood and all guns worked well, |

2;3 Jﬁy 16;11%11&1; gﬁwmeer CapteCarr gmuaneed i.nd
peciion o re ng and damage eontrol equipment on
board, Fire stations were exereised, At 1424IK slipped and
%sroeeea.ed to Noed buoy with pilot and NCS doeumenise At
O00IK pilot cmbarked on board from U.S tanker'DEULSNE"

and IICS doecuments were delivered, Awaiting arrival of .
"COTTOITSWOUD" until 21L45IK ship not sighted so proceeded to
harbour securlng alongside at 2312IK, |

e July 22nds At 1356IK slipped and procceded to Noe1
buoy with pilot and N.C.S documentse Pilot boarded U,.,o tanker
"BUNKER HILL" and N.C.S documents were delivered at 1250IK,

.. Proceeded to harbour and sccured alongside at 1717IK after
delivering 11,C.,5 documants to U.S tanker XREKKIRXNIXEX
"CASTLE PICKERING" laying in harbour at anchor. At 1830IXK
slipped and proeeeded with pilot and N,C.8 documents to Noel
buoye Pilot boarded U,5 tanker "PEROTE" and N.C.8 documents
were delivered at 19551IKs Proececded to harbour seeuring
alongside at 21551k, "

Te = July 2hthe At F 602IK slipped and proeceeded to No.1 buoy
with pilot and W,C,S5 doeuments., Pilot boarded H, I, A.S

RCDIGTO/7453 1



WRATOOLHA" AlD H.C.S doeuments were delivered at 174O0IK.
Proeceeded to boom ond assumed boam patrol at 1850IK,

8, July 28th, At 1502IK slipped and proceceded with N,C,.8
documents to Noe1 buoy. N.C.53 documents were delivered to
HelloAe S "KATOOLBA" at mmm. nroceeded to hoom and assumed
boom patrol at 1 71|.3IK.

O¢ The health and welfare of the ship's company has been

- very good and conduct also has becn goodes The ship reguires
slippimg badlye illore than half amot in s adhas‘baen lost
owing %o the dirty condition of the bettem.

Hours under way 7} hourse
Distance steamed 693 miles,
Total distance steamed since commissioning 21737 miles,
Average speed 10 knotse
Total engine hours 2178- hours,
Date of comi:lia-ﬁioning | 14/1 /4l -
k ‘ &Ibﬂtlﬂ HL.H.R
Commanding Officer,
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HH. _ In accordsnce with GCNO 97/L43 and A.C.B 0238

Sect.2 (i) 7 Report of Procecdings of I,IM,A "ML 1322
for the month of Junee

Darwin boom patrol duties were carried out for
2y hours comnencing at 1800IK en the following dates,
mﬂé; 2nd, 5th, 9th, 13th, 16th, 20th, 22nd, 26th, and
50T,

June 2nd, At 0515IK slipped and proeeeded to No.1
buoy with NCS Officer who boarded and delivered
instructions to U.8 tanker "Wellesley" at O745
Secured alongside C,T Jetty at 0920IK, -

June Lth, At QW2LIK slipped and Droceeded to loe1
buoywith pilot to await the arrival of the "Alfred C,
Teue", At 172BIK ship not sighted, instructed to return
4o harbour, Secured alongside C,T Jetty at 19151IK,

June H5the At 1055IK slipped and proceeded to have
new compass adjusted, At 1120IK compass adjusted, secured
alongeide C,T Jettye. .

June 7the At 1417IK slipped and proceeded with NCS
Officer and pilot to llo.1 buoy. At 1507IK HCS Officer
boarded U,5 tanker "Hadley" and at 1605IK boarded U,5
tanker "Kenya" with instructions, The pilots TLrom bath
tankers were taken on board, At 1655IK proceeded to
Abbott “hoal being instructed to diserbark pilots to
"Southern Cross'e At 2314IK pilots were disembarked and at

2355IK proceeded on passage to Noe1 buoy, .

June 8th,At 0610IK arrived at lioe1 buoy, instructed vo
await arrivel of "Edward F.JdJohnson''y, At 1315IK HNCS Office:
boarded "Rdward ¥.Johnson" and delivered instructions,
Proceeded into harbour and secured at C,T Jetty at 14331K,

June 10the At 2307%%1@@& and proeeeded in search of
man overboard from launch in viecinity of Mmery Point,

June 11+the At 0035IK man overboard not sighted,
instructed o .return, Secured alongside C,T Jebty at U059
TK. At 1540IX slipped and proceeded to No,1 buoy with NCS
OfPicer, At 1655IK NCS Officer boarded V.5 tanker "Cayuse'
with instructions. Awaited arrivel of the 5,V Sinclair
until 2137IK, ship not sighted so proceeded back to
harbour, Seeured alongside C,T Jetty at 23101k,

June 15th, At 1126IK slipped and proceeded to Noel
baoy. At 1315IK HCS instructions delivered to U,S5 tanker
"Iesso Patterson”, Returned to harbour and secured along=-

-gide C,T Jetty at 1525IK,

June 16th. At 0920IK slipped and -proceeded to Naval
slip and at 0940IK took 1L 1329 in tow, Secured her
alongside C,T Jetly at 09571K.

June 18th, At 1110IK releived 1ML 807 on boom patrol

%(,
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At 1535IK 1L 807 resumed boom patrel, Returned to harbour
and secured alongside CT Jetty at 16551k,

June 19the At 1229IK slipped and proeceecded to Ioe1
blioy with pilote AL 1412IK 1TCS instructions delivered to U,S8
tanker "/agon Box" and at 1523IK NC8 instructions delivered
to .8 tanker "lllamath FallsY, Pilots from both ships takeh
on board, Instructed to await the arrival of the "Cape Spencer”

June 20the At 0517IK the "Cape Spencer” not sighted
so proceceded baek to harbour, seeured alongside C,T Jetty at
07191k,

June 26th, At 0219IK slipped and proeeecded to lioe
buoye At O6G37IK NCS instruetions delivered to 7,5 tanker
"Kings Kanyon" proeeeded baclk Lo harboud and secured alongside
C.T Jetty at 0843IK,The health welfare and conduct of the ship's
company has been good, The general condition of the ship is
cood althourh mess deck and galley flats regiire painting,

Hours under way _ 238 hours
Average fuel conswuption 1 gallon per mile
Distance steamned | 1904 miles

Date of comnissioning 14/1/4L

Distanee steamed since comissioning2i0ll; miles
Average specd 10 knots
Total engine hours 2101 hours,

M %

Sub/liecute, R.ANZ.R
Compnandins 0fficer,
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Submitted:-

> \
In accordence with CCNO 97/43 and ACB 0238
gsecte 2 () (J)e Report of Proceedings of H,ILA "IL 1322" for the

At OBCOIK 1st, lay weighed anchor and proceeded
from anchorage in Stokes Bay, Stanley Is, on passage %o Darwin,
H.H.A.8 "Daraween" passed at 1320IX headed south, Anchored inslde
Might Is, -for the night at 1650IK, :

mﬁ%‘ At O700IK proeceeded en passage through sgually
weather, Owing to heavy rain anchored off sherwood Is, From 0350IK

until 1030IK, Secured alongside jetty at Portland Roads at 1330IK i
the visibility still being bad, |

%& At O742IX proeceeded, M,V "Wandena" passed soutn
and at 0900IK passed T,.L. §5 bound for Thursday Is. RAAF Launch
033=4 and S.5 "Merramah" passed at 1030IK, both southbound, Anchored
inghore of Bushby Is, at 1/({35IK

the . At O700IK proceeded, Weather still baa-.hg very
s secured Lo Town Jetty Thursday Is., at 1535IK, Remained along- -
-gide the Jetty fuelling, watering, and provisioning until PN lNonday
- the (the

P_Zm. At 1700IK proceeded to take station asiern
¢ M. .S "Seasnake" for mrdwme to Darwine "he speed of
advence was 8 knots. "Seasnake" being under sail as well as power,

"ah 1900IK on May 10th, changed from K to IK time, E

ﬁdﬁ.ﬂo At 1600IK secured alongside C.T.Jetty at Darwin
remained alongside until Thursday the 17th, May. During this time
four depth charges and schutes were, fitted to ship b, Base Staff,
Boom patrol was carried out for 2l hours commencing at 1800IK on the
following dates., May17th, 19th, 2181, 2ith, 27th, and 30th.

%B_tg. At 0805IK proceeded from boom patrol to Noel

v where U.S tanker "Pile Springs" lay at anchor, enbarked nixmk
Naval pilot from tanker anc transferred him to ML 1329 on arrival

at boom gate., At 1015IK resumed boan patrol, !

F 21 Ste At 1535IK proeeeded in compeny with Ik 813 on
» Gea Rescue duties to Clarence Stralt, At 1915IK a signal stating
the airmen were safe was received by Ik 813, Proceeded in company -
with ML 813 to Darwin boom, At 2310 secured alongside at CT Jetty.

The health, welfare and conduct of the ship's
company has been good.

\ HONTHLY PIGURES.

Q\ : Hours under way | 336 hours
Distanee steamed 302l
Average fuel consumption 1 galeper mile

oning 19140 miles
imfw P 10 knots
45 |

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/7453 1



e T R A T




el

CONLFIENTIAL, | e 2026/7/1162
FROME THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A.M.,L, 1322.

DATE: 29TH NOVEMBER, 1944

TOs SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD (THROUGH N.0.I.C. MERAUKE)
(copy to N.0.I.C., Townsville) ; |

SUBJECT : REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FROM 29TH OCTOBFR TO 21ST NOVEMBER 1944

: cubmitted for the information of the Naval Board, the following
is the report of proceedings during the period shown above,

0012K/29 QOctober: Slipped and proceeded in compeny with M,L, 1323 for
Msrianna Straits, '

0103K/29 p Bell Buoy asbeam, Set course N,84 degrees W, (M), log

streamed, |
0700K/29 N Heavy showers, visibility 3,
D933K¥29 : Entered Princess Merianns Strait
1100K/29 Gun drill
1430/29 " Shoot with mein armament commenced, 6,3 pdr, 1 mag, 20 MM,
1445K/29 " el ol

uns secure L
1600K/29 7 Anchored northern end Princess Marisnna Strait, 3 fathoms

water 22 fathoms chein,
2000K/29 " Weighfed and proceeded in compeny with M,L. 1323, revs.825.
0915K/B0 = Entered EFilasnden River,
1015K/30 . Anchored off Post, 6 in 3 fathoms water, 15 fathoms chain
1230K/30 " Weighed and proceeded towards Ajam via Djet River
1635K/30 i Anchored off village of Ajem in 9 fathoms water, 30 fthms,

chein,

0800K/ 31 2 Welghed and proceeded in company with M,L., 1323 down

Oetoemboewe River towards Soeroh,
1000K/31 y Anchored off village of Soeroh, 9 fthms, water, 17 fthms

chain
1047K/31 5 Weighed and proceeded towards Djoni vis Lorenz River
1310K/31 o Anchored in Pi River about lz miles from village of Djoni

0700K/1 November Weighed and proceeded in company with M,L, 1323 towards
Ajem via Lorenz and Oetoemboewe Rivers

1115K/1 4 Anchored at Ajam,
1125K/1 e Weighed and proeeeded towards Post 6 via Djet River
1515K/1 o Arrived at Post 6, Anchored in 4 fthms, water, 22 fthms chai
L - n
1800K/1 " Weighed 2nd proceeded in compeny vith M,L, 1323 to
Marianna Sts,
0630K/2 . Entered Princess Marisnne Strait
1300K/2 " Anchored off Post 2,
1420K/2 " Weighed anchor and proceeded
1521K/2 . Set course S,84 degrees E, wind S,B.5, sea 3, revs,850
2400K/2 " Wind E.i.E. é, rough head sez, vessel shipping weter fore
and af
0Q04K/3 4 Cruising off and on Merauke entranceawsiting daylight
0641K/3 " Bell Buoy abeam -
0743K/3 " Berthed at Pontoon Whsrf at Base,
| Distance: 745 miles, steaming Time 81 hrs,.13 mins,
Speed: 9,2 knots, Consumption 805 gallons, aversge
consumption 92 gsllons,
0%25K/7 November Slipped and procesdéd in company with R NN, M/S.Emerﬂe A
1810K/7 & Stopped off Post 2 in Princess Marianns Straits, !
1822K/7 " Proceeded, ﬁ
2330K/17 5 Clearzmed northern end Princess Marianns Stg, ;
1100K/8 o+ Crew exercised at gun drill, 3 Pdr, 4 rounds fired, )
Qerlikon 1 msgazine expended, I
2010K/8 " Wind S,E., 2 Sea 2, Bar 1004 anchored off Post 6 on
Eilanden River | |
| %: ??%5319' n Party proceeded frum Post 6 (1 Sgrgeaﬁt, 1 native) Emhﬂrkga
tisaae. .. ;r 4 .
L J—“hﬁh;}E‘ﬁgzhhnﬁ - e e et seem—_cs B .
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1545K/9 Nnvambar

. 1755K/9
20103/9
0648K/10

0900K /X0
0930K/10
1215K/10
1255K/10

gﬁDK/ID
1840K/10
1900K/10
0623K/11

1315K/111

1500K/11
1700K/11

0630K/12

1430K/12
1432/12

0840K/13
1030K/13

1130K/13
1200K/13
1905K/13

2000K /13
0612K/14
0730K/14

0745K/14

0830K/14
0832K/14

0930K/14
1530K/14
1531K/14

1600K/14
1615K/14
1710K/14

1731K/14
2200K/14
2400K/14
15/11/44
16/11/44
0930K/17

1055K/17
1105K/17

1355K/17
1535K/17
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weighed and proceeded to Ajam via Djet River in
compeny with R.N.N,M/S, Smeroe,

Anchored off villsge of Ajam to emberk native scouts
Proceeded,

Anchored off villsge of Soeroh,

Departed from Soeroh towerds Qist 6 via Djet River
to pick up Army lsunch, Smeroe proceeded to Djoni,

Met leunch in Djet River and took it in tow,

Proceeded towards Djoni via Soeroh

Fntered lLorenz River

Rv'd with R,N.N, M/S Smeroe and proceeded in company
toward West Kesteel River

Entered West Kasteel River .

Entered Owap River

Anchored in Owap River,

Welghed and pruceeded towards R, V,1 Atimet River

Arrived at R.V.A. on Amboekeran River, Jepero party

(4 natives) departed by prahu,

Berthed in hiding plesce in creek in vieinity of R.V,1l,
Camouflage of suip completed, Noted brass sheathing

on stem dameged; apparently ship hed hit e floating log,

Guns cleared, defence stations manned continuously,
Otekwa party (5 Army personnel end 2 natives) departed

by launch with prehu in tow
Heard aircraft approsasching, manned guns
Sighted aircraft heading S.W, too far away to 1dentify.

Guns cleared,

Heard aircraft towards West, manned gwns but did not

see plane, sounded to be hesding north,

Was called sboard R,N,.N, M/S Smeroe for conference re
forward patrol orgsnisation, decided to lesve berth

at 1600K/13,

Decisioh of conference azmended to depesrt immediately

in view probesble compromise of code ete,
Departed from hiding berth in company with R.N,N,

Smeroe, guns crews closed up,

Anchored in West Kasteel River in 4 fathoms 30 fathoms
chain out, Smeroe made fast on our port side,

(To give grpater fire power in the eavent of an attack)
Crew divided into two watches, guns mesnned =211 night
Slipped Smeroe snd proceeded down river
Hesuled into hiding berth in dompsny with Smeroe, in

small creek on the West benk of the Vest Kasteel River

near the mouth,

Aircraft hesrd spprosching, guns crews closed up, but
plane passed without beingz sighted,

Aircraft heard approsching, guns crews closed up,
Aircreft identified as Kittyhawks, 2 in number (M) and
(F) with Duteh markings,

M/S

-Camouflage of ship completed,

Aircraft approaching

Aircraft identified as Kittyhewks,
Duteh markings,

Commenced to leave hiding berth

Cleared creek on soundings,

Cleared West Kasteel River on soundings piloted by
Smeroe, Wind S.T, 3 Sea 1 Visibility good

Lecg Is, abeam 3 miles, sef course S.45 degrees E,
Entered Eilanden River

Anchored off Post 6 in 4 fthms, water 22 fthms, chain

Remained st anchor off Post 6 awesiting further orders.

Remzined at anchor off Post 6 awsiting further orders,

Weighed snchor end proceeded with Army perty (1 Lieut,
1 Sergesnt) toward Ajam, revs, 700

Arrived off villsge of Warse

Departed from Warse

Arrived at Ajam, anchored in 6 fathoms water, 22 fthms
cha in out, :

Departed Ajem,

2 planes with

-

B -y - = 3 ;
- . > g -— y - EEE:J
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1970K/17 November Arrived Post 6, ahcnored in 5 fthms water 22 fthms

chain out,

1925K/17 " Army party shore., Wind S.¥, 2, Weather fine and clear,

0615K/18 " Departed from Post 6 with Army party (1 Lieut, 1 Serg,)

0845K toward Kaimo, | '

faxk¥k/18 " Arrived at villege of Kaimo. Village deserted, proceeded
upstream -

0915K/18 ’ Arrived at Junction of Eilanden Rivers, no sign of new
Keimo villege, so turned back,

1200K/18 " Arrived Paost 6, anchored in 4 fthms, water, 15 fthms,
chain out,

1725K/18 " Departed Post 6 in company with R,N.N, M/S Smeroe,

1805K/18 -4 Anchored off Post 6 in 2} fathoms water 15 fathoms chain
out: decided to wait for morming tide,

0550K/19 4 Weighed and proceeded in company with R,N,N¥, M/S Smeroe
revs, 625, for Princess Marianna Strait,

2105K/19 2 Anchored in 3 fathoms of water, 20 fathoms cheain out,

| at northern entrance of Princess Marianna Strait,

0540K/20 " Weighed and proceeded through Strait in company with
R.N,N, M/S Smeroe,

141&5520. ; Stopped off Post 2,

1427K/20 Proceeded :

1508K/20 y Kombies abeam, Set course S.,84 degrees T, streamed log,
Wind S,F,4, sea moderate, fine end cloudy,

0200K/21 " Sighted Mersuke 1t, bearing N,58 degrees E,, reduced
speed, =2nd sounded 5% fathoms

0208K/21 o Courses as requisite,

0408K/21 " Entered Mersuke River

0430K/21 " Berthed at Pontoon Wharf,

Totel distance 730 miles, Steaming Time 130 hours

4% minutes, Average speed 6,0 knots, Average
consumption 6,6.gallons per hour, Total consumption
860 gallons,

(SGD,) A, W, BENTON
LiF‘ut. Rl-ﬂk-NIR-(E)
A/COMMAND ING OFFICER,

E:?hf*ﬁum_,_

i E_—

Sy " — = == - e
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