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Commontoealth of Qustralia.
Bepartment of The Naby.

Ropal Qustralian Naby. QP

From The.Commanding Officer HelMeA oMol TB2B e
Date... 314 ... 20ptember. . 1946.......Reference No.L1/[8/9........... S <
To The.Recretary.Naval. Board.,.through. S8.0...20th ey Mo SaFa........

Subject.Beport..of. . Proceedings. for. August. l1o46.. o R s

Submitted: -

On Ist., August M.L.I323 was based on Shortland Harbour with
the rest of the %X 20th., M.S.F. remaining until the# 4th., when M.L.'s
13235, 1326, and 1328, with.H;M+ﬁ.S."Lithgﬁw" and "Ararat" sailed for
Rabaul in company, arriving p.m. 5th., August. 6th., to 29th., Aug.,
M.L.'s not being required forz sweeping during this period, was spent
in Rabaul with a short stay of four days at Massava Bay. There is a very
good sourée of clean fresh water from the river here, and the opportun-
ity was taken to wash down with fresh water and paint ship, and wash
bedding. Volcanic fumes continually stain all paintwork while in Rabaul
Harbour, particularly affecting any areas on which salt spray has dried.
On 29th., August the Flotilla sailed for Bougainville area ., M.L.'s
were detached to enter Buka Passage independently carrying out a search
sweep of area Kilsap while entering. Mo mines were swept, but the
gresence1was noted of two uncharted shoals (about 5 fathoms) between
Siganja Island and Saposa Island, and one unchatted reef ( breaking
surface) west of the southern extremity of Siganja Island. Owing to the
general inaccuracy of chartd of this area, and lack of equipment for
accurately fixing positions, no special report of thesé obstructions has
been made. This entrance to Buka passage area is only used by small mxaf
craft with local knowledge anyway. 3Iist., August M.L.I323 was secured
alongside Army Vessel "Crusader" at Sohana Island,

2) Apart from the usual deck leaks, the hukl appears to be sound
and makes no water. Weed near the waterline has been scrubbed off with-
out docking, and the bottom appears to be otherwise clean. No dry rot
has been observed, though water appears to be lodging behind armourplate
on the wheelhouse., If this could be removed and the timber canvassed,
the life of the latter would@ probably be prolonged besides reducing top
weight considerably.

3) Main and auxiliary engines have worked well. A breakdown in the
24 Volt auxiliary generator was caused by the cooling fan collapsing
and cutting into the field windings. This appears to be a common
trouble. Luckily the generator was stopped before the damage became maxi:
serious. Temporary repairs have been effected, but a replacemant has
been demanded as a further breakdown may be caused by the damaged
insulation which would pEgPably put the field winding out of commission

altogether. *hies xomoretx
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< Royal Australian Nafy.

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTH

I‘-‘

No,

-

This generator appears to be a v=2 ry old type, the only access
to brushes and commutator being by removing the entlre end-plate,
there being no separate cover., To do this, owing to the position of the
generator unit, it is necessary to uncouple the generator and turn it
horizontally thrcugh 90 degrees. This does not facilitate regular and
proper servicing of brushes and commutator.
4) Health and performance of the ship's company have remained
.~ good on the whole. It has been possible to get good supplies of fresh
| fruit, vegetables, and fish, paPticularly in the Bougainville area, by
1 tr&ding'with the natives and fishingrfrom the ship. This has been a
great aid in the maintenance of both health and morale. Good advice
~ and help in these matters has been given willingly by civil authorities
) (District Officers) wherever these have been encountered.

St&tistics.
I0 Miles steamed during the month... »aid cas 7055 miles.
2) Hours under way Fm M - S wi  AAE eee 799 hours.
3) Average speed - " - . i 2 9.2 knots.
4) Fuel consumed - " o s o5 see 780 pgallons,
5) Eﬂgine hours rmin - " - U LI L 89% hOHfS-

| 6) Average fuel consumed per hour... . a's sas 8.5 gallons.
| 7) Miles steaimed 31nceTMay 146 on s >4 e¢e270I,.,9 miles.
| 8) Hours under way - " s .o ees 3947 hours
9).Aver&ge 3peed - " - L e » LN 6-9 knOtSn
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