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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074562



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE: 39=1522

IN REPLY QUOTE 1/16/4 HMAS LEEUWIN,
P.0. BOX 58,
FREMANTLE., W.A. 6160,

23 JUN197T7

Department of Defence (Navy Office),
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600,

HMAS ACUTE - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR PERIOD 1=11 JUNE

1977

Reference: R.I. Appendix 29A,

Forwarded,

2e This was a particularly well carried out and effective
patrol. That the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife was
extremely pleased with the results, is shown in the letter
received from the Director which is attached at enclosure 2.

D I concur strongly with the Commanding Officer's remarks

4 The lack of portable radios is a continuing problem,’
It is a matter of considerable embarrassment when Reservists
have to provide private equipment in order to carry out a
Service task efficiently.

De Form ON103 is being rendered separately on the incidents
reported in para 10, The feasibility of improving fendering 1is

being investigated.

(N, A
COMMO

ENCLOSURES: 1., Report of Proceedings.
2. Director of Fisheries and Wildlife letter

dated 17th June, 1977.
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HMAS I.ZOUWIN

15th Junc, 1977

Navel Officcr Commanding
'-F JST fiU LJFHTMI;. .F.:H.'La. .

REPORT OF PROCELDINGS = HMAS ACULS

T —

Junc lst=Junc 11th 1977 (ACT 1/77)

Oiry

1. I have the honour to submit this report of proccodinge of HMIAZ ACUTE under
my command from the lst to the 11th Junc, 1977.

2e Though the RANR crow had mustcred at 0000 on the 20th Hay, 1977, to ascist
with the RANTAU tri~ls, thc chip wos still undergoing contrnctors ~cccptonec
trials ~nd honece tho crow wns cmnloyed elesning and senerclly setting the ship
ro~dy ror sca until I ngsvmed conmnnd five days later,

e The S ins Company consisting of 4 RANR Officers and 17 RANR goilors joined
ship at 0700 on Junc 1lst to comucnec storing and smmunitioning. Ilir. Colin
Ostle, Spoeinl Investigator for the Depte. of Fisherics and 7ildlife joined %t
0900 ~nd a~ftcr obtnining a sparc outborrd motor from the Dent. of the Amy,
cxchancine the foulty SOLAS transmittcr with HMAS DIANAITINA and rcturning the
Mast Hydraulics to the contractors workshops the ship sailed ifrom the Boatshed
at 1545 to sceurc alongside H Shed in Frenantle Harbour by 1600,

4o Hore the ship wes further ammunitioncd whilst an FT.P.A. eranc raised the
moote The contractor replacing o faulty eompressor in the "rdroom R :rigerator
finished his rcpoirs at 20350 and the ship finally s~iled from Freomentle at 20355.

De Tinc weathor assisted in providing an uncventful passagc to Geraldton
during vhich time the wateh ond stotion bill was proved, iirc ond abandon ship
oexcrciscs were carricd out ond the shin's comvany scttled doim o a sco joling
routince.

Oe HMAS LCUTT sceurcd alongside I’z 1 borth Geraldvon at 0827, Junc 2nd and
comacnced fuclling, which was completed by 1100. The sihip sailed at 1300 on a
northerly coursc which took it botween 15 and 20 miles off thie coast, a sharp
lookout ~nd r=dnr wotch being l:ept, however, no nctivity was obscrved in the
arcn betwcen 5 and 30 miles off thce coast nenr Shark Baye.

1o Durings the forcnoon of the Jrd Junc n~ defcctive main cngine cooling fan
roduced the shins oncr-ticnal spceced by 30%, and the intcnded »atrol of the
De¥eZe NE of +thc Monte Bello Islands betwocn 0200 and 0C00 of the following
morning wes ebandoned hence ACUTT nogotinted the lMary Annc passare 1o Dempicre.
The shin sceurcd S5T the Scrviece Tharf ot Dupicr ot 1525, 4th June, to commcncc
fucllin- ~nd to rcplace the defective Feon motor. On completion lcave was given
to s ilors HNRID until nmidnighte.

8. HMAS ACUTT sniled ot 0700 Sundey,5th June, for the fishin: grounds NS of
the Monte Bello Islands ~nd nnade ite first sighting of a Taiwvoncse pair
trawling outside the D.7.Zes at 0635. (Fishrep ctt-ched as Appendix.ﬁ).
Since it was assumed thot the vessols would be rcluctant to stop whilst trawling
~nd would firct of ~11 bring the other vesscl over to tcke both cnds of the trawl
it was decided to bhonrd the Load vessel by bringing ACUT.) clongsidc whilst the
fighing vecsel wog undorwaye /

coe/2
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) ¢ + was ostimatod thrt the vesscls werc trawling at betucon 2 nnd 4 knots
~.4% duc to ACUT 's minimum spccd of- Ceb6 knots the manoluvre vas c~ririecd out
ainly by storting and stopping the respoctlive cngines, however it wes noticed
th~t oncc the vessels wore parallel the possn ¢ of woier betwecn tvhem rould
forcc the bows aprrt hence a slicht convergenec had o be maintaincd as well.
Bosidos the timo it would howe tolzon to land LCUTI's boat, whiech duc ©o the
rolling of the shi» is hazardous cnough, the stern traticrs oncountorcd hnd
fairly high sides with no cecoss laddors and unlees grophling irons were
to be used no sife ~nd casy tronsicr of o borrding »arty Iron tho boat to the
»swlor could bc cnvisogzcd.

J

10, Hoswever, the trang’cr of o boscrding party in cven idenl wanthecr conditions
is not without hnzards therc wos botwzon 3 and 4 foot of vortic~l novenent
botwoon the two shins and ~gility ol the bonrding party v-s importont, furthcre
morc sincc the trawlors werc processing the fish beforc pncking, offel wrs con-
tinuously thrown ov.r the side ~nd the prescnee of sherks wos forrced, Indced
quite a fou sonsnakos woere sighted ond o riflcnon vrs closcdup on the bridge
henee it wne considercd th + the horizontel distonce between the two ships
should bo minimal for the borrding »arity not having to resort to juniping any
further thon sbsolutoly ncccss-ry. Thals vas almost ~echicved during the 18
alon~szides to cnberk ~nd rocover boording partics, howover, on 2 occasions the
rolling of the ships ~nd the conccrn for ny crcw denonding a bold cngine
movcment, cousod ACULD to bwip against the cxtromely solid hull of the HAY KUO
Mo. 1 ~nd the YU KING Noe. 21 slightly denting both thce pors ond gtorboard
bulw~rk rcsozctively ~nd demoging the onchor as deacribed in thic XO's roport
attached as A pendix Be

11, 'Thc comments in Appondix B regording o more substential Iendoring system
are fully cndorsced ond I comsider that tac boardings although cousing sSomo
drmo~e 0 the shin wero all the more succcgsful duc to thic specd with which
thoy werc enrricd out. The inform~tion rotricved {rom the redio shocks of the
trowlors coveorcd € parcs of deteils of frequencics uscd, CUC. plus the call
sicng of ov ry onc of the 162 »eir trawlers in tho T ivancsce f£ishing flocte.

12, Only onc travlcer eppscrcd to have had onovgh inmc to hidec and storc away
inforrntion in ite rodio shnck and thot we-s probably duc to the trouler having
stop-cd to rccover its trowl. It took o feir snount of monocuvering to
fin~lly bring ACUTL elongside ns its wosh someared to move the trawler away
and dve to the rollin- of the st-tionary trowleor 2 much norc cautvious ap -ro~ch
hed to bec medce.

13, Porteblc communic-tions with the boarding party is consgidercd cssenticl.
As HIIAS ACUTE is not cquinned with this focility Mr. Ostle wes requested to
supnly o wnllde-tolkic »air. Unfortunatcly ticec (EHﬂRP) would not opecrate
tvthen reguired and = »poar (TOSEIBA) whielh wns borrowed by the PC 20C from his
civilisn cmployer were uvsed succcsciully duria~ the boardings. A requircment
for thc~c sots oo montionod in ny Re0.P. dnted 29.9.1974.

14, The l~st two bonrdings warc carricd out ~ftor suncet ~iad since thoere

goro no more trowlers on the rader scroon HIAS ACUTE cot course for Dampior ot
1925 ~ftcr its boarding »-rty hoad spent almost o totinl of 6 hours intcrrogrtingi-
>nd the shi» hnd stemmed ~lmost 400 milos during thot SUNCoY e N

-

|

15 At 0655 nc::t morning ACUT . weighed anchor to conc alonsside 35T the Service
Thorf »t Drmpier to tnke on fuel on completion of which the a1l gediled for

Borrow Iolend ~t 1034. The southcrn chonnel to the anchornge off lepet Landing
wag negotinted with cnution and the ghi» come to ~nchor ~t 1615 on 6th Junc.

Y

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT10/74562



o
a

--:J-

L 3 was given to sailors NRFD ond n~ challonge for o gone of volleyboll by
¢ mencgenent of WAPBT was accopted ~nd five ganmes verc vleyed that cvening
folloved by the usucl hospitality provious rescrve CIuid h-vc slways conjoycd
on th-t isl-nds

16 i ltoen menbers of the shi-s econmany cnjoyed a csuided tour of the island
noxt mornins and the ship weighed anchor ot 1145 to wrococd vie the northorn
chenncl to Dxmouth Gulf. On passagc PONTP CULILNE developed a gostric upsct
snd ~rran- cnonts wrere nade for = wehicle to ncot the ship sthon it crmc to
~nchior 2 e=bles off the NLVCOMS3TA Jjotty at Puliur t. Tho X0 who had knocked
his alro-dy groged log accomnanicd the PO +o thc sickbay ond on their rcturn

~t 1930 lcave vns given to snilors NRFD.

17. An invit tion for up to 10 civilian ond defonee personncl to sail nox
dey on ACUTE for 2n ~ftornoon's small ~rms shoot wns cxicnded. Tis cvent

wins cancclled duc to l-ck of rosponsc and &8 the ~nchornsc Wwno beconing
increasingly cxnosed to the NW sca the shin weighed anchior at 1700 to proccad
dircetly to Carnarvon arriviny atv anchor south of the moin jotty at 0500,

Oth Junce.

18. Thc Carnorvon pilot bosrded at 0800 and A4 710 neeotinted the chenncl
into the fishing bont hoarbour to rcfuel, Various minor dofocts were roetified
with the ~id of P.U.D. staff and at 1530 a party of 15 Naval Rescrve Crdeto
come on bonrd. (ﬂ 1iast of work complcotcd by ships astofs 1s nttsched &as
Lppcndix c)

19, IMAS ~CUTD thon procecded out of the Fishing Boot harbour without

the nid of o pilot to demonstrote to the NRC!'s on borrd the rocket flarcs,
the 5 Browning M.G. and cnch Cadet vas given a turn at the wieel rnd allowed
to irc tho SLi.. Since the berth at the fishing boat horbour vas only
avoilable for rofuclling the ship berthed clongside the nain jotiy at 1809

to disombrrk the codets. The berth being very cxnoscd to the MW svell, the
shin sailod immedintcely Libertymen ctme on borrd =t 2340 and procceded
dircctly to Fromontle sccuring nlongside the Boatshed at 0805 wherc hands
turnod to to destorc end de-cmmunition ship. The RLIL! ercw vas dismisac

~+ 1200 Junc 11lth completing ACT 1/77.

20, Morsle smongst the shing combheny was the highost over eoipericnced, the
onthusiasm and comr~deship was VoIy spp-rent ond can only b2 cxplained to be

duc to ~ sonsc of cchiovement felt by the ontirc crow in heving not only
complctcd o worthwhilce fishery survoillonece patrol but of cetually gctting the
shin to sco uhich only 2 wecks e~rlich 1ooked almost an inpossibility when Tirst
they arrived ~t the Tremontle Fighins bho-t hrrbour.

i On roflcetion it is resnecetfully subnitted th-t althoush thoe forthecoming
Anchorman oxorcices will play o very importont rolc in cvalunting, cech reecrve
cotablishments officicncy in training patrol boot crows ~nd perhapgs cven
instill a fcooling of competivenoss amongst tho Tort Divisions of tho
Australion st~tes the knovlcedge of havang crrricd out o job to its actual
completion, whethor it wna & h--drogr~phic survey, & Tocovery of lluscum relics
or ~ fishcrics protrol will alinys remoin 1OTS satisfying to cviry crevw member
on bo-rd.

Apnendix A = Fishrep

Apnendix B = X0's roport londing to collisicns
Appondixz € = List of work complotcd DY RAIR ercw
Apohondixz D - Cruise Stotistics

I have the honour to be
Sir’
Your obedicnt servont

(0 PILOZAR)
LIAUTINANT COMILLNDOR RLIX
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HOU CEUIN nuaburs 1

H'TA KUO numbcrs 1

TUNC IMLO numbors 1 & 2 Reg
YU KING nunbers 21 & 22 Re.
SLCHY nunbecrs 1 £
TALI T4 numbers 1 & 2 Rege
HUCN YE mubers 11 & 12 &
HOU CHURNN numburs 11 & 12 Jo3.
TUNG YING numbers 11 & 12 Roz.

ALI, TAT/ANHESE

ITRIS 1 and 8 of Ref. AJAs ICTC gicde Trnrlo
All othcrs st.rn Trowlcrs with wheel Housco rorw.

202 171" 115° 50! E.
20° 001" 115° 45! =,

" n

19° 50t° 115° 45t 7,

19° 57+%  116° 27* E.
1995718 116° 37 E.
20° 0218 116° 40" Z.
19° 22v8  116° 37' E

20° 001t® 1969 33" E.

All Vesacls clenr of Dei'e Ze

04 2350
05 0057
05 0205
05 0350
05 0720
05 0840
05 0930
05 1003
05 1045

s B s I e S o B o B o5 SR

Veesels woere travling in podirs ot about 3 knots.

Lond vossel of cnch pair vn~s boarded nnd the Captain rerned of the

relative Fishorics Lo,

Nil
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& 2 0562
& 2 Rorllos. OT6 0351/03552
& 2 ., Tos. OT6 0391/0392

Regs os. CT6 056

llos. OT6 053C/05%59
& 2 Ner. Tos. 076 0531/05352
llose CT6 0410/0411
Ree. lTose CT6 060@/3601
lios. CT6 0563/0564
flos. CT6 0414/0415
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&1l entches consisted of Grinncers Butterfly Broonm,
Swcot lip, Goot Fish, Red Bulls Zycs, Cuttle Figh, Sgquid, ¥reral

D

AR CIVED 24661STT Crteh = 620 Dozes

Built 1972. Owmer = Cuins Occon Intornrises Co. Keohwiung.

rived NW cogt 1.6.1977, lc-ving about 3.7.L977-
C~tech about 400 boxcse. Coptnin Sheu len Shyong

Built 1975. Omer - Tuang Moo Ocean Entorpricscs Co.
Arrived abeut 2.6.77, le ving ~bout 16,.7.77.
Coteh about 300 boxcse Crptoin Yon Fi Kol

Built 1974. Oimor - Yu King Occon Intocrpricos
Artived 12. 5 17?;
Cateh obout 6000 Boxcse. Coptnin Chou Chen Ching.

Built 1974. Omcr - Glory Fishcry Co.
Arrived 17.5e77, 1o ving 12577
O~tch about 7000 bozes. C-ptnin Pon Iing Shyong

Built 1975. Ouncr - Tri ¥ Mishory Co.Ltle

Arrived 10.5.77, lo vine 5771
Crtch about 5200 boxese. Capt-in Lec You Tu.

Built . Ouncr = Moo Howa Shiu=Houn Yc #ishing

Arrived 17.5.77, 1o ving 5046477
C~tch ~bout 3000 bo:cse. Coptain Kch Kuel Ho.

Built 1974. Omor - Hou Chew Fishing Coe
Arvrivod 21.5.TT, loowing 5.7.T7
Cateh bout 2878 boxes. Copi~nin Juang An Chuan

Built 1973 Ouncr - Tung Yin  Ocoon Entorprices

Arrivod 2.8.77, lo - ving 1o.Tel1
Cteh ~bout 200 boxcse Coptnin Kuo Chin Ting.

Shork ané Lerge Roy Flaps, Ycllow Tail.

Goa

=i - -I' i =
Y 8peeiom,

Ll T

Sonc vesacls worc packing small snock in speeial 10 Kg packs.

Informotion gtheored indicctces ~ furthor T pairs on The congt
this tinc.

F..tﬂl.. .

et

llo.
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Tlondoy, Oth Junc, 1977
TAL LNISE TISHIAIEN BOLRDIEGS

HMAS ACUTE sodiled from 3 side of service vh-rf Domnicr ot 0300 on 5.6.77 and
procccdced to lrat sighting ol fMishcrmen.

Lilst sizhting shortly ~ft.r sunrisc discloscd HOU CHUW No, 1 peir trawvling
in 20° 17's 115° 50' B (ﬂutuluc U.ﬁ.,.)

A borrding vparty vhich inecludoed Mr. Colin Ostle, Fisheorics Department spoeinl
inveotigntor, First Leut., Sub.Lout, Ldge.Smn, and two AB's crmed with 9 mm
pistols borrdod HCU CHUZE Ho. 1 on older type fishing bont with Foesle,
Poop nnd niste The boarding wng cifceted by HIILG LCUT] nonocuvring to

QV‘ f=cilitate jumping from onc slii» to anothor,.

The first Lout, intorrogzatcd the Copteain, the Hub.Lioutv. the Rodio Cfficer ond
the Fighorics Inspector inspcetcd the froczor and ceoteh.

Thc call signs and positions of all other trowlers wos obtained on this Tfirst
boarding.

In succession HUL KUOC No. 1, Copte CHDU WIN JYONG, TUNG IIA0 No. 1. C pte
YEN T KAT, YU ITHCG No. 21, Captain CHOU CHIN CHING, GLOIY Ilo. 1. C2apte.
PAN LIIIC SIYCHNG, TAI JL lios 1, Coptnoin LEL YOU TU, HCUII Y3 No. 1l. Copt
YEd KUETI 10, HOU CITT3IT No. 11, Copte JUANG 41T CHUAN ond TUNG YING Mo.ll.

Conte KUO CHIN TiHG, were boarded and ﬂlnllﬁr interrog-tions carricd out.
i

It r tho first boarding the narty v-s rcduced to include unly on AB.

-

This rcduced the time roguired clongeide while still affording the protection
of onc roving ncmbor of the boording party.
> leter tye of Fishing boat vwith Storn ramp wos or to boerd hoving o

;1gh T'ocslc and T'oope.
B aftor the first boarding the personncl all worc Lifc jackets and enrriod
]_aJ-*\ holatercd pistols armcd ~nd with on. spore magngzine. :
Tho boardings verc unopposed nnd roncrnlly the atmospherce uns cmiable and tho
Tishermon co=oper-tivae.

The production of the Indonesisn S~ilins Permit mede inscrroc-tion ensicr v
rnd in all but one ¢-sc this normit rna sighted.

lluch informntion beyond the netunl requircment waos obtained ~nd the chip
conpeny soadned valuckle oxporicnec ~nd the fishermen Imoledgc thot their
oper-tions were observed and r.corded.

No ensucltics or injurics werc incurred although ~t tinecs the rolling of

Miils 20UTE rnd the seoo 2nd orell o pericnced node this o very fortuncte
OCCUIrTCIICC .

Tnis monocuvring alongside nccarﬂlm vew bold a~nd Howerful onsinc mociients nnd
only tuice did INAS CUTT sustoin o bump. Onece, the snchor w-s buﬂt and the
serrvorrd bulw-rk dentced, and mnnthcr time tho Port bulv-rk was slightly sct in.

All the accunulated informction hng becn given to the Deot. of Fighories
Gpecial Inveatigotor who hns »ronouncced himsolf srtdsficd with the role of HIAS
ACUTE in the npc¢ftlnn.

i chould rcecommend that o permonent rubbing strske or sonce oifcctive tomorary
S

ok

GHLC“lﬂb bc provided for Ifuturc sinmilar opcr~tions to protect the ship end
agc the burden of tlie Commnnd.

)

&)

LN N N NN N N N R Y
(G.10.1)
. OUTIVE CIEICT:R
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ANNEX

JJOREE CONMPLCT OTAFE A.C.T. 1

D BY SIT?PS

Rewired switches in Nav.lights

Replaced Bngincroom air supply faon

Replaced Aircon. Mo. 1 nir supply faon

Repair Aft sullage tank probe and rewire control box.
Replace For'd sullege tenk motor rotor beering

Jury rig For'd anchor light

Jury rig Aft stcrn steaming light

Fitt:d now N,U.C. lights

12 Litres of distillcd wator added to G.3. bank of battcrics
Refitted covurs to 21l fluorescent fittings

Fit4cd theelhiouse tnchomctoers

SeR.E. in Aft Mess reowircd

Scveoral frults on Rrdor fixcd.

Complctcly overhaul Stbd.D/G s~ltw-ter pump

Compl:tely overhnaul Junior R~tes hends pump

Overhoulzd 2 hot ~nd 1 cold vater tnops

A1l thrce honde son volves tichtened cs o1l wors found to be lenking
Stopred scvercl fuel lenks on StbdeM.E.

Strip G.S<Pump ~nd ropoir sump drive shnft.

Reweld FeoWepump suction lincs beotuvoon mein isoleting valve ond pump
Rescrled For'd cmergency cscnpe hotch

Rcprir For'd upper bunks safoty roils.

DESZCTS STILL OULSTANDING

Sound tubc ser.y cops on Stbd oil ~nd No. 6 fucl trnks throend bound
Fort'd he~des requirc pump overiarsul

¥ ¢.—cooler to bc ree=sccurcd to bulkhe-d

R.o-cort bottorics into corrcct scquonce re 14A=—14R,154--15R, 164~-16R
Now dicscl dip tapc roequircede

G.S.pump suction grugc to bc ree~librated

Stbd R.U.T. gruge to be reenlibrated

Engincroom csc~pe hateh to be rcscnlcd.

Noe 2+ AsCe unit requircs o now fran impellor

Soversl bunks in Junior Rotos licss have been fitted bnck to front, ~nd
sofcty straps connot bec uscd.

Port Flying bridge scot ~drift

Stbd wenther deck light fitting u/é

Tor'd sullrgc pump h-s no ~utomntic control.

S.R.H. Officcrs c~bin hns no sponkcr

3eReDs C-ptring c~bin hns no linc tronsformcr.

S«Rele distorted on rndio

Voltrgc control on ort D/G will not risc ~bowvc 240V
Intormittont fault on R-d~r gen-motor control unit (1o nut-put)
Rrd~r spoking

R~drr he~dlinc will not tr-ck during high spccd moncouvers

Port M.B. Pyroprcss not vorking. (storting on cmergency)
Intcrmedinstce oignnlling lontorn has no globe.

Stbd H/G v tcr disch rge hoge lcrking

mgincroom writing degk is f-lling ~prt

Port lubc oil t-nk gruge not indie~ting

For'd cmcrponcy cserpc h-tch to be re=sonlcd.

Junior T .tcoc Leobby doors (3) do not closc properly

No: hends punp reguirced in Junior Rntcs heads

Now Punk~ Lovvre rcquircd in Jgnior R-tos Mess.

D.clche~d lining missing Portcidc For'd Junior Rntos licso

Tooden Ductbonrds rzquircd in £ll shower ruccgscs

G-~llcy Sup»ly Frn tripping brosker
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Dist-nec¢ ste-mod 188946 milcse

Tot~l time undcrvy - 5 doys ~nd 18 hours
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| The success of the recent fisheries exercise during
| the patrol by "HMAS ACUTE" to the North West Shelf
Al Trawl grounds has nrompted me to extend my sincere
Lo appreciation for the availability of the vessel and
7] the dedication and enthusiasm shown by the officers
W and crew.
g

You are no doubt aware two Government committecs have
been formed recently, one, the Fisheries and Allied

\ Industries Committee at State level, the other being
a sub-committee of the Australian Fisheries Council
at Commonwealth level. Both are to investigate the
potential of the rrovosed inciusive 200 mile economic
fishing zone.

To enable accurate assessment to be made for Government
these committees are placing great emphasis on the need
for concise information on the Fisheries and present
levels of exvloitation in the proposed zone.

Australian Naval Patrol Boats are the only facilities
oy ayailable to gather the indepth on site information
that is reguired urgently on resources that are being
exploited by foreign interests.

e
r

The patrol just completed has provided information on
the following: -

s The total composition of the Taiwanese Trawler
Fleet in 1976.

| 11, Locattons of other trawl areas santed by
r : these vessels.
b iji. Catch and its composition of vessels boarded.

\ 5. Seasonal movements of vessels in this fleet.

| 2. . Comments on seasonal abundance of certain species
th - of fish and the wvarious North West Trawl grounds
rﬁ worked by these vessels.

LA 55 Papers on previously unknown research works

b Bd carried out by the Taiwanese on the ground off
our coast.
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W 4. Radio frequencies, call signs, code signals and

other relevant inform-tion on the radio communications
used by this fleet.

It is hoped thot the continuing high level of co-operation
between the Department of Havy and my officers will lead to
future successful patrols in this area.

Yours faithfully

3 -
H Sowen

e DIRECTOR
June 17, 1977
o CO/KH
\ i
3 ¢
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE (NAVY OFFICE)

File: 428/3/5&:Qﬂ |

HMAS AcoTc REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 2o3U0L | (13 Ade 77

}DH{
sk

NOTES: A. This copy is circulated so that Heads of Division
may see these reports soon after they reach
Navy Office.

B. The report will be given again to Heads of Division
with Director's comments if there is any matter of
special interest in those comments.

C. Circulation lists numbers 2 and 3 are referred to
Directors and Heads of Section.

D. If any matter requires comprehensive treatment or

reference to another Branch a new file should be
ralised, a suitable note being made above.
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RESTRICTED

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

TELEPHONE: 339 1522 Office of the

Naval Officer Commanding
IN REPLY QUOTE 1 /16/4 West Australia Area

HMAS LEEUWIN

P.0O., BOX 58

FREMANTLE WA 6160

Jd1 JAN 1978

Department of Defence (Navy Office)
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Attention: Chief of Naval Staff

HMAS ACUTE - REPORT OF MOVEMENTS AND REPORT OF
PROCEEDINGS

Reference: A. R.I. Appendix 29A, para 12.

B. The Commanding Officer HMAS LEEUWIN 1/16/4
dated 23rd June, 1977.

Ts It is regretted that the monthly movements of HMAS
ACUTE have not been reported since November 1976,
2% A tabulated statement of movements follows:
DATE USED BY REMARKS MONTHLY MONTHLY
DISTANCE HOURS
= . _RUN RUN
2/12/76 RAN Gun Function
Trial
3=5/12/76 RANR SASR Exercise
December 1976 12845 15.19
29-30/1/77 RANR RANR Training
January 1977 201 7 17.06
11=-13/2/77 RANR RANR Training
18-20/2/77 RANR Exercises with
MCMV's
February 1977 5506 <6 27158
March 1977 NIL NIL
April 1977 O% 7 // NIL NIL
B 5 S
: RESTRICTED cenh2
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RESTRICTED

caint &
31/5/77 RAN Post Refit

oea Trials
May 1977 60.5 6.18
1-11/6/77 RANR ACT /77
June 1977 1895.2 12707
25/7/77 RAN Compass Swing
30=-31/7/77 RANR AT 27
July 1977 L37.8 34,28
1-13/8/77 RANR ACT 2/77
2L/8/77 RAN Scatter Ashes
27-18/8/77 RANR RANR Training
August 1977 2699.5 194,16
2=4/9/77 RANR RANR Training
10=-11/9/77 RANR RANR Training
12/9/77 RAN HMAS MORESBY

Sea Inspection
18/9/77 RANR RANR Training
September 1977 482 .8 48,28
14-15/10/77  RANR RANR Training
22-23/10/77 RANR RANR Trainimg
28-29/10/77  RANR RANR Training
October 1977 245.8 22.05
28-30/11/77 RAN SASR Exercise
November 1977 136,9 11.14
1=2/12 /77 RAN SASR Exercise
12/12/77 RAN Scatter Ashes
December 1977 126.74 19,25
e Report of Proceedings for ACT 1/77 was forwarded under

cover of reference B,
forwarded herewith.

Enel.
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY

RANR Office
HMAS Leeuwin
W REPLY QUOTE ' . FREMANTLE 6160

15th August 1977

Naval Officer Commanding
West Australia Area

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF HMAS ACUTE
ACT 2/77 - 30TH JULY - 13TH AUGUST

o e g
J have the honour to report the proceedings of HMAS Acutse

under my command for the above period.

The ship was manned in accordance with ANO412, and ship's
company was made up of three RANR officers, 17 RANR sailors
and one PNI ABETP, giving a total complement of twenty one.

e —, . . e —

= e

The training course to North West waters was to cover all
facets of RANR training, in addition to fisheries surveillance
co-operating with State X-Ray Laboratories in a radmlc survey

- of the Monte Bellos Islands and with the Customs Department
in exercise Vamp also to cover the Monte Bellos Islands.

o

The ship's company joined on Saturday 30th Aspmil\at 0800H
and on completion of storing and fuelling, the ship proceeded
for Geraldton, casting off from HMAS Leeuwin Boat Shed at
30 1400H. The overnight passage to Geraldton was made in
excellent weather conditions, which were to prevail for _
several days, arriving at Geraldton 31 08N0H. After refuelling
the ship proceeded at 1100H for Port Hedland, a passage time
of two and a half days.

v Ha TSNl o B el S e -

= I e P

This passage was uneventful until the evening of Tuesday,
2nd August, when two Taiwanese Trawlers were sighted at 2100H
pair trawling between the Monte Bellog Islands and Cape :
Legendre. They were identified at 20°-18'S 116°-19'E as the
Noll MAO HUNG CT6-0491
Noi? MAO HUNG CTe-0492

The TFV's were a new type, apparantly of new construction of
approximately 450 Tons, superstructure forward and with
bulbous bow.

AT FlACT 5

e e - 0 I e -

HMAS Acute berthed at No. 1 Wharf Port Hedland on Wednesday,
3rd August at 1000H, The Sub-Collector for Customs, :
Mr. N. Dolton met the ship on arrival. Some equipment | ¢
problems had been experienced on the passage North including
radar failure, malfunctions with the ANURC58 and one air-
conditioning unit. The Sub-Collector had arranged for civil
contractors to board. and rectify faults. |

- # PR e 7 [ - TR -

ool 2
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Whilst at Port Hedland, Mr. Colin Ostle, a Fisheries Inspector
with the State Fisheries Department joined the ship and was

to remain on board for several days. Repairs to the radar were
successful and the ANURC58, however the air-conditioning unit

still failed to operate effectively. ATter completing bunkering,
the ship sailed from Port Hedland en route for Broome at 03 1u30H.

At 03 2000H radar contacts showed several pairs of presumed FFV's
at 18 miles. At 03 2135 the first pair were identified as:

No. 101 HSIN HO CHUNG CT6-0343
No. 102 HSIN HO CHUNG CT6-03u4k
POSTITION 19°10'S 119°21E

Both vessels were boarded whilst underway at 03 2150H, the
boarding party being led by LCDR Hill and accompanied by Mr. C.
Ostle. During the night several more FFV's were successfully
boarded in the following order and positicns: -

03 2336H J1H LONG 11 CT6-0498
J1H LONG 12 CT6-0499
POSITION 19°01'S 119°30.5'E

04 0120H No. 2 HUNG CHOU CT6-0450
No. 1 HUNG CHOU CTe-0u4489

POSITION 19°20.5'S 119934 'E b5

04 0345H YU TAL HNo. 2 CT6-0413
YU TAT No. 1 CT6-0L41Y

POSITION 19°18's 119°38'E

No further contacts being made the ship proceeded on course to
Broome , E

The boarding parties in conjunction with Mr. Ostle, gathered
considerable information regarding call signs, coperating frequencies,
operating times, catches, fleet registration names and numbers ;
including most of their positions. This was achieved by engaging
the master and radic operator in questioning in the wheel house :
whilst the radio office was searched. Those FFV's which had not .
fished off this coast before were somewhat apprehensive on our ;
approach and boarding. However, once our intentlions were made ;
clear, with the help of some fresh fruit, all masters were extremely
co-operative. All were quite happy for Mr. Ostle to inspect their

trawls and refrigerated holds and to take measurements and samples

of fish caught.

The earlier part of the nights activities had been carried out in
ideal conditions, and no difficulties were encountered bringing

the ship alongside moving or stationary FFV's. However, by O4OOH
on the morning of Thursday, 4th August, sea conditions began to
deteriorate rapidly and by 04 0600H, a strong wind was blowing from
the North East forece 5. By 1100H, seas were very rough with an
estimated force 7. These conditions prevailed almost until the
ship's arrival at Broome that evening at 04 1730H.

TR . PR -
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The ship secured alongside No. 1 Berth and leave was granted
to two watches. During the passage to Broome, CPO J. Jackson
fell heavily in the rough weather, and on medical examination
and X-Ray at Broome District Hospital, was found to have
fractured two ribs. Form PM 278 is, attached with relevant:
information. (Ref. R & J Article 1624)

Friday, August Bth, saw an abatement in the weather conditions,
the ship slipped from Broome Jetty at 0915H and proceeded to
sea en route to Dampier. After an uneventful passage overnight,
+he ship secured alongside the Service Berth at Dampier at
1245H, Saturday b6th August.

On arrival we were met by the Sub-Collector for Australian
Customs, Mr. Allan Love. During the afternoon a tour had
been arranged for sailors of Dampier and its installations by
Mr. W. Joiner of Hamersley Iron. Leave was granted to two
watches for the Saturday evening.

On the Sunday morning, the following personnel joined the ship:

Australian Customs: Mr. Allan Hogg
. Mr. Ian Llewelyn
State X-Ray Dept.: Dr. Bruce Hartley

Mr. Ray Murrell

Once all equipment had been embarked, the ship sailed from
Dampier at 07 0715H for the Monte Bellos Islands, arriving at
the inner lagoon and anchoring in 40 feet of water at 07 1200H.
During the passage full power trials were carried out from
0830H to 0930H, Form T.S. E8B is attached.

On arrival at the Islands, we were met by Mr. Ted Ingram, i
Island Superintendent of Barrow Island, (West Australian
Petroleum) with the Company 34 ft. launch. His services and
the use of the launch proved invaluable over the next two days. .
A camp was established on Trimouille Island including a ten
man tent for the two Customs Officers, two Radiologists plus
three sailors from Acute who were detailed to assist.

e

e O gl T

At 0930 on Monday 8th August HMAS Acute weighed anchor and
proceeded to Barrow Island. En route a search to seaward was
carried out but no sightings were made in the vicinity of the
Islands.

The ship anchored off the WAPET landing in 28 ft. water at
08 1400H.

During the afternoon some 20 WAPET personnel were shown over
HMAS Acute whilst 2 watches were taken on a conducted bus tour
of the Barrow Island oil fields. That evening the majority

of the ship's company were guests of WAPET for dinner.
Following dinner, several competitive games of volley ball,
table tennis, etec. followed. The winners on either side being
somewnat doubtful. All hands returned tc the ship at 2330H.

In perfect weather conditions the ship weighed anchor at 09
0700H and proceeded to sea to return to the Monte Bellos,

arriving at 1000H the same morning., anchoring in the inner
lagoon. It is interesting toc note that there is sufficient

o= W e O et B
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depth of water in the main entrance channel, even at low water, .
for a Patrol Boat (minimum depth 20 feet) to safely enter the
inner lagoon. By 1600H on the afternoon of Tuesday 9th August
all equipment and personnel had been embarked from Trimouille i
Island, the ship weighed anchor at 1730H and proceeded to the i
outer lagoon anchoring at 1755H. Whilst in the area, a full :
40/60 shoot was carried out to seaward. i
t
At 2130H HMAS Acute weighed anchor and proceeded to sea en
route to Damper, via Cape Legendre. During the evening a
further four FFV's were identified but were trawlers which had
Deen reported earlier.

T e —— T e T,

The ship secured alongside the Service Wharf at Dampier on
Wednesday 10th August at 0700H. After disembarking Customs
Officers and the State X-Ray party, the ship refuelled and
slipped Dampier Wharf at 1130H.

i T

After an uneventful passage South, HMAS Acute secured alongside
Geraldton Wharf at 1030H on Friday 12th August, being met on
arrival by the Sub-Collector of Customs, Mr. M. Metcalfe.

HMAS Acute slipped from Geraldton Wharf on Friday 12th August
at 1715H and proceeded to sea into strong North Westerly winds
and seas. The weather forecast was for strong winds and rough
seas from the North West. To maintain the ship's timetable
and in light of the fact that the weather was from this quarter,
the ship sailed in these conditions. After a rough passage

- clearing the Geraldton area, the ship turned Southward with
the seas astern and a comfortable passagéﬂ%&perienced overnight
in spite of the adverse weather conditions.

The ship secured alcngside HMAS Leeuwin Boat Shed on Saturday
13th August 0830H completing the ACT.

CGenerally, the appearance of the ship is good with some minor
external paint work being required.

The overall performance of HMAS Acute during the ACT was extremely
gecod, A series of minor mechanical faults were overcome whilst
undervay. The 975 Radar was virtually inoperative during the
first few days at sea due to an intermittant electrical fault.
This was successfully rectified in Port Hedland. However, the
air conditioning unit to the forward living spaces is still
inoperative and this made conditions extremely uncomfortable

in the very warm tropical conditions for several days. The
watertight doors of the wardroom and wardroom lcbby still present
a serious watertight integrity problem as they both allow a
considerable amount of water into these spaces during heavy
weather, much of which finds its way to the lower deck.

The morale and conduct of the ship's company was excellent. The
one PNF sailor on board, AB ETS D. Lawson, performed his duties
in a very efficient and seamanlike manner and was an asset to
the ship's company.

el B
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The ACT covered some 3000 nautical miles steamed. Much variety
in tralining and several periods of high activity gave the

Reserve sallors a sense of having accomplished something well
worthwhile.

-

Attached Appendix 'A' giving cruise statistiecs.

I have the honour to be,
a4
Your ob:¢

9

ient servant,

(R.P. RODRIGUEZ
COMMANDER RLEX
COMMANDING OFFICER .
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APPENDIX A"

(1) Distance Steamed 3003.2 NM
(29 Hours underway 207 Hrs. 45 Mins.
FUEL CONSUMED 47,200 Litres
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