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Uommoumealth of Australia, | it
Bepariment of The Nauy. S i

==

Roygal Australian Namy.
From. + The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "RUSHCUTTER"

Date "% 22M3Y31946Reference Noo... 2E9L/23%3 = - —

L

To....:"The Klag Oiflcaer-in-Charge, oydney . . .. . . . ...
(Copy to: Secretary, Naval Board, Melbourne)
Subject. ="
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Submitted, the attached Report of Proceedings
of H.M.A., M.,L.1342 for the month of April, 1946.
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- (Commanding Officer F_N,A."HDML. 1342's" report ds e wigay A545)

CEIVED SECRETA wr
QNTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - APRIL 1045. "

IT | | Fw_ﬁ" ,M"
¥.T.0600/67 CONFIDENT’AL

The Secretary, |
NAVAL BOARD, 1

Submitted for the information of the Naval Baard. }

ey This craft was transferred 1o the Operational

and.A&ministratigiﬁi control of the Naval Officer-in-Charge, New
1. Guinea vide Naval Board message 1511/3 May 1945, and has not there-

fore been based on Darwin, | |
/5@3 _
A/CARPAIN, R.A,N, "

Naval Officer-in~-Charge, Darwin
Naval Headquarters,
DARWIN R.T,
27th June 1945.
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(Letter from the Cormanding Officer, H.M.A.S.
dated 22nd May, 1946 - Ref. T/91/293.)

H.MJA, M.L., 1342 = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR APRIL, 1946,

1ls

BeSe 1368/250/169.
The Seeretary, ~
NAVAL BOARD,

Forwarded for the information of the
NMaval Board in accordance with Confidential Commonwealth
Naw Order INO. 19/)-1-5-

DN (NHRO)Y

Sﬁi}m .
GAPT?I‘N, R.A.N
FOR / Re ar“AdnliI'aln

Office of Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S.W.,
Naval Base Headquarters,
Potts Poiyt, Sydney,.
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- ~ Roypal Australian Naby.

-

-

"IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

From _COMMANDING OFFICER, H.M.A. “"M.L. 1342"
Date /& 1’/ M

=,

Reference No

To_ ____ THE SECRETARY NAVAL BOARD, NAVY OFFICE, MELBOURNE.
(Through Naval Officer-in-Charge, Darwin.)
Subj ct_MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS--APRIL, 1945

During the entire month, the ship has been non-operationsal,
being laid up at M.L. Repair Base, Brisbanre for repairs to defective
shafts and bearings and a&lso to have & number of major and minor
defects made goode

@n 11th April ship was slipped at the M.L. Base and the
f:rlnwing work was carried out:-

d. Propellor shafts were removed and checked for alignment.

2., Intermediate A brackets, stern gland besrings and plummer
block bearings removed to enable bearings to be line up
correctly on the line of the shafting.

3« Worm patches of Pheerorock on ship's hull were chipped,
peteched with plastic and sprayed with a fresh coat of
Pheenorock.

e Corroded Intermediate strut of A/S unit replaced by a new
one. £

On 18th April, ship was re-floated and secured aslengside
jetty at M.L. Base. For the remainder of the month, base staff
carried out work orn minor defects together with the work on lining
up the shafts and bearingss |

On 6th April, one half of ship's coumpany returned aboard
after seven (7? days' long leave, On 7th April, remainder of crew
was granted seven (7) days' long leave.

The Motor Mechanic, Petty Officer G. Martin was admitted to
126 A,G.H., suffering from acute backache. After ten (10) days
treatment, he was allowed to return to the ship where self-treatment
could be continued.

Able Seaman f. Draney wgs excused duties for three (3) days
due to sprained muscles in his right hand,.

The conduct and discipline of the ship's company during the
month were excellent. Despite the ship's inactivity in respect of
operations, morale of the ship's company has been very good also.

Distance steamed during month | Nil
Hours under way Nil \f
Hours under way for operational duties Nil
Average distance per gallon of fuel ———

Total distance steamed since coumissioning
(24th July, 1944) at average speed of 9 knots. 2680 miles.
Total hours under way since commissioning

to end of month under review. 320 Hours,
/;‘-F‘“R‘w.\\
\ o
22 194 o
JUN 5 “l' f/'r & B 8 & &4 & 8 & & & & & &
* & S
--»...\__ﬁ A3 W™ o s R.:A'H.,R'.
e L _CONMMANDING OFFICER.
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DEFARTMENT F THE NAVY.
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MINUTE PAPER.,

w
SUBJECT ¢ HoM.4 S "J%/}ﬁfz REPORT OF FEOGE;_J;INT}S.
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. ' - * 3 /s
- ENT OF THE NAVY
y : DEPARTM 58 ?/5;’6?,? / S,
B MINUTE PAPER |

0.441/45.

'&W SUBJECT : Iy ,.,.' At T 0YE P A 1946
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T/91/293

The Flag Officer-in-Charge, Sydney
(Copy to: Secretary, Naval Board, Melbourne)

18 e

H.M.A. ¥.L.1342 - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR

Submitted, the attached Report of Proceedings
of H.M.A. ¥.L.1342 for the month of April, 1946.

Enel.
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SE]/eorty 0

Commanding officer il M A M L 1342,
17th May, 1946
The Secretary haval soard through c.n.'mum-'.
heport of Proceedings for Month of April, :.t&.
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-} IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

P No. T,AR ._10/16

B
Royal Australion Namy, ‘Zr

."'i
\‘E \
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

H.M.A.,S. "TARANGAUY,
Dreger Harbour,
TEW GUINEA,

15th. March, 1946,

The Secre tary,

NAVAL BOARD.

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - M.L.1342, JANUARY 1946

oubmitted Ifor the information of the Naval Board,
ig the attached Report of Proceedings of H.M.A. HDIL.1342

for the month of January, 1946.

4%44-»--4.

A/CAPTAIN R.A.N.

RCDIG1074580



Commuouwealth of Australio. "

1179 4 L L

Bepartment of The Namy. j LEE-IN-CHAREE Y
f S FEn..
Royal Anstrabion Napy. | = |
Th‘e_ Coﬂﬂpant_ling OffiCEP’H'M'A"Tﬁ' Hml R _

FEOW, ittt et

'
211d._Fe'b-L|-6- ,
Dte. i seessmaos = et oI  CEOROE TN s - ooseersomnrcomemns ..o S

The Secretary, Naval Board, Through N.0.l.C. New Gdinea.

- e

Slbﬁﬂﬂeport of Proceedinss for Month of January'lL6,.
Submitted in accordance with N.0.L.97/L3 and C.C.N.Q.19/15,

» Ohip was stationed at Vewak for the greater part ofthe

month, Duties at that port were not extensiwe, the only actual necessawmy
ruming being to Muschu Is., on fiweoccasions, with the port pilot who
took Japanese shins to that island to evacuate Japanese nersonnel.

- Trips to nearby islands on five occasions were organised
by the Red Cross and Army units for the purnose of collecting fresh fruit.

.. Proceeded to Madang on 27th.Jan. for engine ton overhaul.
Arrived at the M.L.Repair Base at Alexishafen on 30th.Jan,

.~ On 31st.Jdan. shin was slinned for renlacement of intermediate
A bracket bearing on starboard side. The cutless rubber bearing that hdd
been in this A bracket was very badly worn, allowing the shaft so much
"play" that intense vibration had been experienced. Whilst on the silipway
an increase was apnarent in the number of entries of toredo worm into the
hull since last slipning, approximately seven weeks heretofore.This is due
to the fact the Pheenarock anti fouling compound has become badly worn. "

¢ Some members of the crew are still slightly affected by
minor skin comnlaints due mainly to the complete absence of fresh Vegetable

-t Conduct and discinline have been soods

* The lack of payment of Hard Lying Money to personnel of these
ships is still a source of resentment by all concerned. It has just been
brought to my notice that the personnell of one other type of Caostal Craft
viz, Motor Stores Lighters, have become eligable for the allowance.This
direction has caused nothin g but an anomalous situation. The reason given
by the Nﬁval Board for the discoptinuation of payment of Hard Lying Money
was that Coastal Craft were not employed mainly on service in the onen ses
or voyages between distant portse If that is the case, it is hard to
differentiate_between the service in New Guinea of these shins,and that of
Motor Stores Lighters.Since the action of the Naval Board is inconsistant

Qﬁ this point, it would annear that a certain amount of nrejudice has been
shomm,

Efficiency Renort., ,
Main Tngines:Satisfactory. In need of top overhaul,
Auxiliary Enginet: Satisfactory.
Batteries: One hank in good Condition. Other very voor,
Guns® Satisfactory. :
Monthly Figures.

Distance steamed during month: 927 miles.,

Hours under way: 103 hmoars,

| Average speed Tor month: / 9 knotsx

| Gallons of fuel exnended during month? ,;ﬁf 987 Ga#lls.,

- Gallons of fuel exnended per hour: 9.6 Galls,
dat e W%
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5 Cononmwealth of Australia, /’H\h
| AL prern—

R ; Bepartment of The Navy.

;. B A i ™ -

Y

Royal Australian Namy, 9N
meGﬂmand;ngalimer,ﬂ.m.&.m*L131.4.2.
Date......... CRRSERRE UG e IRCTORBREE IOt B :
To....JEhe Secretary,. Naval. Board.hrough 5.0.l.C.. liew. Guinea.

Subject.. Report. of Proceedings,.December. 1945 e oo

;'submitted in accordance with N.O.L. 97/43 & C.C.N.0.89/L45.

"Ship was slipped at Alexishafen on 7th.December, but
~ @8 new bearing was incorrect, was reiloaved the same day. On 10thDec.
- ship was again slipped and all recessary work was completed. On 11th,
ship was reflosted and satisfactory, trials were conducted.
S3Departed lMadang 1§fh Dece and arrived at Wewak 14th. |
From that date till the end of the month under review, the only duties N
done were to meke two trips for the Red Cross to nearby islands to collect
fruit, and to assist A.S5.R.915, on another occasion, to rescue a capsized
sailing boat, , |
L.On arrival at Wewsk, and contacting General Qfficer
Commanding Sth,]hfantry'ﬁrigade, he stated that he had no use for the
ship in the port, and that he had advised Aust. First Army, Lae,to that
effects Thus it appeares that thership i& not required for any duties
what soever in Wewak.

De On 24th, piston and rocker arm in auxiliary engine
broke, necessitating running the mmin engines for at least elght hours
dally to maintain charge in batteries. New parts were forwarded from
Medang, but at date of this report, repair work hsed hot been completeds

« The anchorage at Wewask being quite open to the north
westerly seasonal winds, it was found on a fe. occasions that the anchor

»  dragged badly. This is considered to be due to the fact that the weight
of the cable is insufficient to take the main strain off the anchor.

(+ Uncomfortable conditions have been experienced while
{ at anchor nearly every day. On one occasion two of the personnel were
segsick, and at times it has been impossible to cook meals due to the
heavy winds andswellse A lthough this is regarded as time spent in
harbour, and therefore not sufficient reason to be paid Hard Lying
money, the crew has suffered continued discomfort, besides lacking the
| facilities for showers, space for recreation, etc.

‘ 8. The fact of w having no operational work to do, and the
discontinuance of the payment of Hard Lying lMoney are having a serious ¢
. eITect on the morale of the entire ship's complement, -

* SR Otg' vaergl ?iﬁ?ers of the crew are still affected by minor
i, complaints,. erwise health is good,

h 10. Conduct and discipline have been good also.

: TR 11. Efficiency Report.

PASY PV B L Ll Main Enginesi- Satisfactory, but stargoard motor
- | | will require attention at an eary

ra/
B e san date.

Auxiliary Engine:- See Para. e
Batteries :- One bank in g00od condition, but

—_—
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‘_ epfr OF AT =¥
Rogal Australian Nawy. ;p:/ /-—-/.’71'

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

NICe 269/99,

%ECREr\ Office of the N.0.I.Cs
= | ‘ New Guinea, Madange.
10 December, 1945,

The Secretary, Naval Board,
N{aV,}T O.Lflce,

Forwarded for the informetion of the Waval o

lanrin

__/
A/Cotmnander, ReAel.
ror Naval Officer in Charge,
NEW GUINEA.

%ﬁ;ﬁm
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COMMONWEALTH of, "AU .S TRALIA,

FROM:  Commanding Officer, H.M.A. "M.L.1342",
DATL 5 Decenber, 1945,
TO: The Secretary, Naval Board, through N.0.I.C. NEW GUINEA.

SUBJECT: REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER, 19 De
Submi tted in accordance with ¥.0.97/43 and C.C.1.0.19/45.

2e Ship was stationed at Rabaul awaiting slipping until it was found
that it would be unsatisfactory to attempt to slip due to the unstable stru-
cture of the slipway. Departed Rabaul 7 November and arrived in Madang on
10 Novenber.

Je Proceeded on 13 November to Alexishafen where ship was slipped. On
being slipped, it was found that the grounding at Jacquinot Bay had caused
several planks in the forward portion of the hull to be stove in, and several
others to be scored by a niggerhead. Approximately seven square feet of
planking were renewed and a copper tingle was placed over the patchese.

1 It was also found that the cutless rubber bearing in the intermediate
A bracket on the port shaft was very badly worn, necessitating it to be re-
placed by ew bearing. It is considered that the wear on this bearing had

'en caused th@ by the misalignment of the shaft as the after coupling of
chat shaft was loose with plenty of "play" in it., The after bearing on that
shaft was quite sound. As no new bearings were immediately available, ship
was reFloated to await arrival of bearings from Australia.

De While on the slipway, the presence of teredo worm was noticed in

many parts of the hull, As the "Pheenorock" anti-fouling compound has been on
the hull for more than fifteen months, it has become badly worn and the entrieg
of the worm are apparent in the worn parts. PFurther entries of the worm will
be unavoidable whilst the hull is unprotected underwater.

6. Several members of the ships company are affected by minor skin com~
plaints probably caused by the climatic conditions and the inferior meals and
conditions in such a small ship.

To During the month, it was found necessary for disciplinary reasons to
discharge one of the ratings to H.M.A.S. "MADANG" in exchange for a relief
rating. Otherwise conduct and discipline have been good.

Resentment at the loss of Hard Lying money is still apparent amongst
the ships company. My attention has been drawn to many facts which show that
the personnel of these ships are experiencing worse conditions aboard than
are experienced in almost every other branch of the Service. e.g. the ships
company of these ships draw on the whole, less pay than personnel of similar
rank etc. in the depot H.M.A.S. "MADANG", yet there are no showers aboard:
meals in the ship cannot be compared with those enjoyed in ladang; sleeping
accommodation and washing facilities are inferior in this ship; eXercise 1s
1limited; and greatest of all is the fact that being such a small ships com-
pany the men are compelled to live so closely amongst themselves that there
becomes a tendency towards single-mindednesse.

a
Q. In Austl.liine Sweepers, personnel receive pqrt Hard Lying Money, yet
enjoy far superior conditions in those ships than can be enjoyed in these shipse

10. In larger ships of the Service where Hard Lying Money is not paid,
| personnel live in comparative luxury.

11. A "trawler on normal service'" has many definite advantages over this
type of ship, Meals in a trawler can be prepared at any time while on mormal
service, whereas in HDML'g a slight sea makes it impossible to cook. Sleeping
accommodation in a trawler are reasonably comfortable in a slight sea, whereas
in an HDML, the crew find it almost impossible to stand up in the mess deck
and it is quite a common occurrence for one of them to be thrown from his

bunk to the deck especially in a head sea., These are only two contrasts in

many .
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Batteri
Guns

Note:

pram s EFFICENCY BEPORT. AT
Main Engines 1sfactory

- Auxiliary Engines

-2~

- L

e

- Satisfactory
es - Only 60% Efficieng -
- Satisfac tory.
(a) On 28 Novewmber, one bank of ships main batteries was

replaced by a set of Fairmile type batteries. The second
bank which was retained is in very poor condition,

(b) On 12 November, main armament was removed, twin Gas
operated Vickers Guns, Thompsonh ©Sub Machine Guns and
riflp only being retalined.

MONTHLY FIGURES.

13, |
Distance Steamed during month - 554 miles.
Hours under way 68 hours. approx.
% . M on one engine 58 hourse.
Average speed for momth 8e5 knotse.
Gallons of'fuel expenédd per hour 1«1 galls,
*  gdaring month 46 galls.
Total Distance steamed since commissge 8664 miles.
Total hours under way, 039 hourse

Date commissioned

—_— T e———

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

2’-1- July', 19}-”4--

Lieutenant, R.A.N.R.
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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1946

-~ Rogal Australian Namy.
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE e —

== Nn...m_g.é_g/ 99

- —"—-—-—F-
Offide of the N.0,I.C., N

o - =
') L C R E .1* New Gulnea,

ng
21st. November, 19&;. [,PH%/
The Secretary,

o e
Naval Board,
MELBOURNE,

Copy to Commanding Officer H.M.A.S."RUSHCUTTER", )

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Boapd.,

l
N \
s 0 /
N '
A/Captain, R.A.N.
Naval Officer in Charge,
ew Gulinea,

% 2 v L

=
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COMMONWEALTHOf AUSTRALIA. 2((//11[
Department of the Navye. N

FROM: Commanding Officer, H.M.A. "M.L. 1342",
DATE: 3 November, 1945,
TO: The Secretary, Navel Board, through N.O.I.C. New Guineas

SUBJECT: REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS -~ OCTOBER, 1945,

Submi tted in accordaence with N.0.97/43 and C.CeN.0s 19/45.

2e Ship was stationed at Wewak until departure on 5 October for
Madang, arriving there 6 October.

3 On 417 October, ship was sailed to Rabaul via Finschhafen,
Arrived in Rabaul on 26 October, o

Yo On entering Jacquinot Bay p.m. 25 October, ship struck a coral
reef causing several planks in the forward portion of the hull to be stove
in, A full report of the grounding has been forwarded by a Board of Inquiry
held on board H.M.A.S. "DIAMANTINA" in Rabaul on 31 October,

De Minor skin diseases have been experienced by some menbers of the
ship's company, otherwise health has been very good. Conduct end discipline
have been good also,.

6. The discontimuation of Coastal Craft Pay to personmnel of this
type of ship is still a cause of dissatisfaction amongst the Ship's comple-
ment., When most of the crews of M.L.'s volunteered for service in that type
of ship, a definite assurance of the payment of Hard Lying money was given,
Having received this payment i@l M.L.s to date of digcontinuation, it is
generally felt by everyone serving in H.D.M.L.S that they have been victim-
ised because there are many benefits and comforts enjoyed in all other ships

of the R.A.N. which cannot be found in H.D.M.L.'s

{e The reason given by the Naval Board for discontinuation of pay-

ment of Hard Lying Money was that "the ships were not employed meinly on
service in the open sea or voyages between distant ports". This is not ex~-
actly a correct statement as Reports of Proceedings of H.D.M.L.'s in the

New Guinea area will prove,

Ce T therefore recommend that the Navel Board reconsider its action
in this matter and that the payment of Coastal Craft Pay (Har@ll 1ying Money )
may be restored to personnel serving in H.D.M.L.'s

9e EFFICTENCY REPORT.
Main engines - Satisfactory

Auxiliary " - Satisfactory

Batteries - Satisfactory

Guns - Satisfactory

10. MONTHLY FIGURES.

Digtance steamed during month ~ 880 Miles

Hours under way 98 Hours

Hours under way On one engine 16 Hours
9 Knots

Average speed for month _
Gallons of fuel expended per hour 10.1 Gallons.
Gallons of fuel expended during month 1166 Gallons.

Total distance steamed since commissioning 8410 Miles (spprox)

Total hours under way 871 Hours.
Date commissioned 24 July 19L&

/§ e fw‘f

Lieutenan. s ReAN.Re
COMMANDING OFFICER.
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sl Y. M :
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L oy

- Royal Auﬁtraliai Nauy. ;@%

| % & 5
i T : . i
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SPLY PLEASE 1T
NG 269/99

R e Office of the N.0.1.C.,
LU R}: Fﬁ New Guinea, Madang.
: 27th Septemhey, 1945.

The Secretary, MV“' ‘f’\l‘d"{,(;

Naval Board,

MELBOURNE . .
(Copy to Commanding Officer H.M.A.S."RUSHCUTTER" ).

H.M.A.S.HM.L.1342 - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - AUGUST, 1945.

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board.

W P | | ;%\,\/[.M

A/Captain, R.A.N.
Naval Officer in Charge,
New Guinesg.

e
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~ ¢ G oA
Commmmuwealth of Australia. AL SR

Bepartment nf The Navy. [r— P R T
e NFFIBRE-IN bty
|
Royal Australian Namy. 22 SEP 1945 |
From. Commanding. Officer, H.M.A.M,L. 1342 . RIS N A Y e S J

Dnm....l.'ZtlL_.....ﬁﬂ.p.tﬂ.mbﬁ.l‘.,,“..lﬁﬁf).-!.-.---..,--,..Reference NOnl L e
To.. Seecretary Na val Board, through N.0.I.C. New Guinea

EERE TS

Submitted in accordance with Navy Office letter 97/45 and
6.C.N.0. 19/45, -

2 « The early part of the month was spent at Alexishafen

undergoing e ngine top overhaul and repairs té defects. Satisfactory
engine trials were conducted on 10th. August,. Refit was completed
on 1l4th. August when ship proceeded to Madang.

Se Slipped from Madang on 16th., August, a nd préceeded to Wewak
arriving on 17th. August to carry out duties of pllot vessel for
the PO rt,

4, On 3lst. August, embarked port pilot who, during the d¥y was
put aboard each of two ships requlring services of the pllot. This
was the only occaslion that ship was required for pllotage dutiles.

5 Minor cases of s kin troubles were experienced amongst the crew
during the month but these cases were attended to by Army Medical
Officer in Wewak. Apart from these few cases, health of ship's
company has been very good.

6. Dis cipline has been very good &also,

7 Efficienc¥ Report:-
n Engines Very Satlsfactory.

A/S Engines & Equipment Satisfactory.

Batterles do.

Guns ' do.

8e Monthly Flgures:-
Distance steamed during the month 378 miles
Hours under way 42 hours
" " " on one engine nil

Average speed for month - 9 knots

Ga llons of fuel exgended per hour 12 galls
R e e ; during month 511 galls

Total distence steamed since commissioning 6378 miles

Total hours under wa y 653 hours

Date commlissioned 24th. July, 1944.
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Offiece Oof N.OeleCoy
New Guinea, Madang,

21 August, 1945,

The Secretary,
Have.'l. Board,
BOURNE »
' > C.0. "RUSHCUTTER" ).

Wf”‘w i, L, 1342 — REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, JULY 1945

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Boarde

o))"
g% @F‘{L ' 7«%«.\/[“___,

A/ Gﬂpt&iﬂ, R-A--H "
Naval Officer in Charge,
New Guinea,
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FROM Commnding Officer, HeMsAe MoL. 1342
DATE 7th Lwil 1945, |
T0 Seeretary, Naval Board, m H.0:.14C How Guinesa.

Submitted accordance with Navy O0ffice letter
"f“ and C«CeN 0, 19/45,

of July passage from
cm:tmt?' lﬂlhml:‘:il n
u)wﬂmm-m . m:'.’.'f"
Flinders Group, Margaret and Mt mm: ived
ti!huuhyld-lucn?ﬂn y z

twrmtm-en: Anchored by night
um‘m’nm gide of Stephens lsland, .mlm at Port

Moresby on 8th July.

e) In '1“ Hll.liﬂi "FRINGA", departed Port Moresby
on Hih’hh nﬂh at luh, lwwl Fyfe Bay
and arrived tt ¥ilne lw on 1

(4d) Departed Milne on 18th J and arrived at laangenak
Bay on 20%h July. o -

‘el li)ﬂ?‘““‘lﬂ“#ﬂyﬂﬁﬁnﬁ

Se On 26th July all ammunition and fireworks were landed
at Madang nrhhprtmuﬂ’hl to Alexishafen for
repairs defects to be made good whieh ineluded the followings~

ive n;::lhummlimntm-lh
l'} Rewiring 5 electric nfﬂmuu with heavier m
heresty Loss Surrent sas Seine seek % by 1he recvigsrator.
(@) Minod eleetrical and shipwright's repairs.

da The starboard motor, after adjustments had been made,

ran for about 220 hours at three guarter revélutions without

the supercharger unit, Satisfactory performance resulted but a

nmmwmnnmmt. On being overhauled

nmmu lu q'ualn huh of the starboard motor were

tn-lh tr muumtum-m
ﬂldi

wire

or not thi the engine without
the su It is antieipated that no seriocus trouble
unamm tnuummu.

5a At Thursday Island, defective S0 ealibre Browning
mun mhﬂdnﬂ. : uu.u-tmm

a s
i e R e e Ut e S e,
mhmmﬂ;ﬂun Al

num faulty ammunit
oocurred in other ships fitted wi

of gune
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St 4539

Rogal Australian Namy.

IN REPLY PLEASE QBQTE

el e N
: New Guinea. lMadang.
DELRE l 6th August, 1945,

The Secretary,
Naval Board,
MELBOURNE .

M% Vw_mpy o Commanding Officer, Hell¢A.S. "RUSHCUTTER")
15)¢.
HeMeAe MoL. 1342 - REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - JUNE 1945.

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board.,.

7 A s
- [ ({ﬂ“ gl ‘?"))f A/Captain ReA«N.

Naval Officer in Charge
New Guinea.

:;.;,_NG‘ 26_?/ 99 | W ~' R
| Office of N.0.I.C.
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- Conmonwealty of Fustralia.

Bepartment of the Naby.

Ropal AQugtralian Raby.
From__Commanding Officer, H.ll.A. "Mal. 1342." I

Date ....25%h. duly, 1945, ..Reference No.. : S e

To........The Secretary,. Naval. Beard, Melbhourne.. (Through N.0.I,C, New

Subject . REEORT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR MONTH OF JUIR 1 Guinea. )

Submitted in accordance with Navy Office letter
97/43 and C.C.N.0. 19/L45,

2e Ship waes refloated from Colmeslie Slip on 2nd

June, During the first half of the month, base staff

from M.L. Repair Base, Brisbane continued with minor
refitting work. Shafts and bearings were correctly aligned
from main engknes to stern gland bearings.

De Main engine supercharger chains removed from ship
during previous month were replaced by new chains taken from
spare engines ashore, Starbozard motor water pump replaced
by a new one also, Main engines were run on 1l6th June,

Lie Full trials on main engines, shafts and bearings
were carried out on 20th June. All performed very
satisfactorily, full revolutions being obtained on both
engines and no knocking of shafts in outer bearings or
overheating at inner bearings.

De Ship was laid up for three months in Brisbane
to have shafts and bearings re igne d minor defects

made good, This was because work on other ships more

urgently required allowed base stafl 1l ttle opportunity =
to carry out work in this ship but the results of work
to shafts and bearings were most satisfactory after previous

work of a similar mature carried out by Base Staff, Sydneye

Ge On 22nd June, after compasses had been adjusted, ship
eparted from Brisbane bound for operational work under
Naval Officer in Charge, Ilew Guinea.

;1 Arrived Gladstone on 2L th June snd departed on 25th
June,

8e Appived Townsville on 27th June and departed on 28th
Tune »

L

T = Na—— = - = e e e —
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= e : | :
O Arrived Cooktown on 29th June,

10, Full gunnery trials were carriéd out with all guns,

rgfles and pistols on 25th June, All worked sgtisfactorily
except for the right hand gun of the twin 50 cal. mounting.
Major stoppage occurred and breech casing was badly sitained

by a premature firing. Gun was stripped at Townsville but

cause of stoppage could not be ascertained.

11, On 26th June, while on passage between Gladstone and i
Townsville, supercharger chain on starboard motor broke, A
necessitating ship to run that engine without the chain,

After necessary adjustments had been made, satisfactory but

not fully efficient running was experienced,

12, On 5th June, one rating was discharged to Sick Bay,
for major internal operation, relief Jjoining from Townsville
on loan for passage to New Guinea,

13 The remainder of ship's company enjoyed good health,
while morale was noticeagbly higher than in previous months,
due mainly to the faet that ship was moving on to carry out
operational work.

1lle Conduct and discipline remained exeellent.
15 Efficiency Report.

Main Engines - Apart from defect reported in Paragraph
ITI above, main engines were very
satisfaetory with no stoppages at all,

A/S Engine..t":aquipment - Very satisfactory.

Batteries -~ A/S satisfactory.
Shipd supply batteries satisfactory but
extra strain on capacity was noticed
after arrival in tropics, due to fans,
blowers and electric refrigerator
requiring more current,

Guns = Except for defective gun reported in
Paragraph 10 above, all guns in excellent
order, |

Hull - In good order.

164 Monthly Fjgures.

Distance steamed during month 1100 miles

Hours under way during month 117 hours

Hours under way on one engine

during mon th NIL
Average speed for month 9 knots
Gallons of fuel expended during

mon th | 1140 gals.

Gellons of fuel expended per hour 10 gals. (approx.)

Total distance steamed sinceheommissioning - 39860 miles

Total hours under vay _“ i | L37 hours

Date commissioned 2L, July, 194k,

t R-AII‘I«IR.
Commanding foicefﬁEQM'A'M'L'
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The Commanding Officer, H.M.A., "M.L. 1342,
26 July, 1945.
W Tye Secretary, Naval Board, (Through N.0.I.C. New Guinea).

5 j..'! r.'.h E..l.j j j_ ‘”_ _:__ ' _.‘ i 1 Nl By ' 1-_...-'!_‘ - ..-'_. 3 I" o E“' - 2 __‘ ;..:. A

Submi tted in accordance with N.C. 97/43 and C.C.N.O0. 19/45.
very little astiviiy dur the month, due

6. Bealth and morale of ship'e company were maintained
at a high level,

Te Conduct and diseipline were exoellent also.
B

Main Engines - Not during month exeept for routines
R&Mﬂm“mm

Satisfactory at those times,
mw ﬂ Equipment - Very satisfactory.
| ' - A satisfactory.
— -Ship's mapply batteries satisfaetory
but requiring constant attention,
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"M.L. m‘

H.M. A,

wafsw“

& (7 |
7R
Lisutenant R.A.N.R.
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11th April ship wae slipped at the M.L. Base snd the
following work was od cutt~ g

i. Propellor shaf'te were removed snd checked for alignment,
2., Intermediate A brackets, stern glend bearings and plummer
block bearings removed ‘o enable bearings to be line up

correctly on the line of the shafting.

3¢ Wom patches of Pheenorock on ship's hull were chipped,
;:.:ud with plastic and sprayed with a fresh coat of

Yo E::.m Interaediate strut of A/S unit repleced by a new

w. p was re-{losted and secured alongside
mum:..p# mwmmumm.m-nm 4
carried out wurk on minor defects together with the work on lining
tptholllﬂinﬂhlﬂnli

mror-n 6 returned aboard ¥
:Inchnm N 1, remainder of crew
) daye’, long leave,

The Motor Itﬁuh, Petty Officer @G. Martin was admitted to
126 A,GeH., from acute backache, After tem (10) days
treatment, he was wed to return to the ship vwhere self-treatment
could be tnnﬂnﬂ.

Able Seamen F, Dreney wes excused duties for three
hto-wnuln-;lu in u- right hand, ot i

| The conduet end diseipline of the ship's muum
\}Q& wonth were excellent, n!uthmpllmnﬁ of
mntun,m-rmm’-nmmh-umm-m,

Distanee sleswed Curing wonib ﬁ
| :u

T3 REEEEEERTE R

> t‘.... E‘. lj!-
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N REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

From sy - AR ﬁ?’FICER, HoMo. A, MeLed3L2.
Date 19th April, 1945. Reference No.
To THE SECRETARY, NAVAL BOARD, NAVY OFFICE, MELBOURNE.

(Through Naval Officer-in-Charge, Darwin.)
Subject LONTHLY REPORT QOF PROCEEDINGS - MARCH, 1 .

Submitted for the information of the Naval Board in
aceordance with C.C.N.0.97/43 and Navy Office letier No.059439
of 27th October, 194lL, the following Report of Proceedings for
month of March, 1945.

2 On 1st March, 1945, inspection of ship and Ship's Cou-
pany was carried out by Commander H.}. Newcombe R.N. prior %o
Ship's departure from Sydney. On 2nd March, departed en route to
Darwin, but after running at sea for a short time, it was necess-
ary to return to harbour with defective port stern glaund which
came apart due to mis-alignument of shaft.

Ds On 5th March ship was slipped on Sayonara S8lip, Sydney,
for further attention to shafts and bearings. While on the slip,
the stern gland bearing and inner casing on the port side were re-
moved and re-p@sitioned approximately two (2) inches further fore-
ward in order to keep the bearing in line with the shaft. Zhe
spherical self centring bearing on the port side was re-bushed.

The casing on the starboard side was chipped away a little on the
outboard end to give the starboard shaf't more clearance.

4. When trials were carried out on 7th liarch, noise and
vibration at the stern gland bearing on the starboard side were
considerably worse than at any other time previously. The port
shaft ran satisfactorily.

| De On 8th March, the ship was slipped again on Sayonara
| - 8lip. While slipped, the casing around the inside ol the stern
qg' #land on the starboard side was reuwoved and re-positioned about
\%I ! one-eighth (&) inch further outboard to keep the stern gland bear-
ing in line with the shafting. On trials on Oth Harch, very
little noise or vibrations existed but the newly fitted plummer

\ibé? blocks continued to becowme rather warm.
ﬂ/»ff@ : _.‘D)
| &= 6 Departed Sydney on 8th March en route to Darwin. On

'-fl\ 9th March, at séa betwéen Sydney and Colfls Harbour, vibration and
ﬁ noise sgain became apparent. The locking nut on the stern gland
bearing on the starboard side worked itself ‘loose, allowing water
to flow through the bearing into the ship's bilges, and, on being
refitted to the casing, it was found that the thread had been
stripped. - Improvised fastenings were gecured to the bearing to
keep it together. Besides this defect, the two plummer bDlocks on
y’ ,-L-/the forward sectionof the shafts on either side became over-heat-
ed. The newly fitted plummer block bearing on the port side was
12J£* ‘fa disuwantled and it was found to be wearing badly on the after end.
| For the remasinder of the trip, this bearing was left dismantled.
| Improvised water cooling devices wWere fitted on two of the other

three plummer block bearings.

e

e Arrived in Coffs Harbour on 10th lMarch and departed
on 11th March, but due to unfavourable weather conditlions, re-
turned to harbour and sheltered until 414th larch. Arrived in
Brisbane on 15th llarch and secured alongside M.L. Repair Base
where defects in shafts and bearings were reported. Apart frou
towing M.L.811 to fuel further upstresm, ship remsined alongside

vyé until the end of the wmonth.
i

4
| , :
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8. On 29th March, ship was slipped at M.L. Repalr Base,
Brisbane. Propellors and after poriton of each shaft were rewoved.
To make room for other ships, ship was refloated and secured along-
side li.L. Base on 3518t larch.

9. On 27th March, seven (7) days long leave was granted to
one half of ships company without relief.

Habgooo\
10. Able Seawan A.B.'Egiiggnﬁ joined a8 Coxswain on 18%

March., Able Seaman L.T. Hughes discharged to 1,L.1328. On Bth_
larch, Able Seaman L, Bowen joined as CoXswain and Able Seaman A. D
| was discharged to "Rushcutter". |

Habgo od

17 » Sickness during the month -~ Nil.

12, Good conduct and discipline in the ship were maintained
duringthe wonth. Able Beawan A.DB, ﬁiﬁhﬂﬁﬂh was punished by Coumand-

ing Officer H,M.A.S5,"Rushcutter" for an offence committed in that
depot.

Diskence steawed duping month - 612 miles (&pprox.)
Hours under way = 068 hours. |
Hours under way operational duties - Nil.
Average distance per gallon of fuel - .95 wiles (&pprox)
Total distance steamed since comwissioning (24th July
19L4l;) at average speed of 9 knots - 2880 wiles.
Total hours under way since commissioning to end of
month under review - 3520 hours,

L cutenantl Rod«dsRq
COLTANDINY OFFICER.

N.T,0600/67 o CONFIDENTIAL

The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD,

Submitted for the information of the
INaval Board. :

A/CAPTAIN, R.A.NN,
Naval Officer-in-Charge, Darwin,

Naval Headguarters,
DARWIN - N,T.

8th May 1945.
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The nq Orﬁmm, SYDEEY \ ¢gn:

(Sgd.) H. M. NEWCOMB

o
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‘he Command ing Officer, MN.\', HeDell Lo 1542
5th lavch, 1943

The Commanding Officer, HelleieSe ™MAUTHOUTTER™.
___..-—"‘rﬁﬂ

Ee Ordinary Semmnan Gede Harrison Jjolzed 10%h February,
Able Seamen De Guild dischwmrgeds

Sickness during the month -« il

7e | on 27th Jebruary, ship's compauy vae masbered at
Gick Bgy sshore and received nesessery vaccinations and inoevlations.

Long leave granted during the nonth » Hile

Conduect and discipline of the ship's cosplement during
the nonth were very 200d indeeds

10. VMstanco steaned during the month ~ 160 niles
Hours under way « 20 hours

wmwtnzm
= 13 hours

m&mM:ﬂﬂm |

of fuel = .4 nile
Jotal distance steaned since eomissioning -
(| 24%h July, 1944) et average speed of

'

y &

——
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9 knots - 2268
Total hours under way since comuissioning
to ord of month under veview - 252

COIAND ING OFTICLEE,
Tallslin TeDeilalse 1342

—
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SUBJECT: H.M. ANy A /B34 -REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.
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SECEIVED " /
01 FERPMAS a

~ = - N " 4 Q) !

FoXlt/12/14ly dotes-3rd February, 194!
‘ [ 1 T T MY

. t_ﬁ : :% ffi Cer’ II- vl e. . » B L] ‘f_‘iT_rEf-kj.[.Trl TJ,"JR

4

_
!

HETF' I:LTG"E o Jiﬁ-.lﬂ[Ij‘_T)Y = }{- D ol I..l P 1

B.S.41.0/250/169.
The Secrecary,.

-_—

Navael Boarde.

Torwerded for the information of tThe
Naval Board with reference to Navy Office letvter NoOe
589/201/9L1 (053065) of 23rd October, 19l

S/@ =t
e Blvcin nin

I ’ 0
— A/Rear-=Admiral.

Office of the Flag fficer:in-ﬂhsrge, i
Naval Base Headquarcers,
Potts Point, SYDNHEY.

19 FEB 1945

9-%‘/

e —— — ——
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Commontvealt] of Qustralia

Bepartment of The Nabn.

Roypal @uﬁtrahan Haby.

From ... 3he Commanding Officer, HellsAeS.. PRUSHCUTTER",

b CR 1 |
Date.....c... ”‘"“1945 iR OTON0E NG, B S RIRRI LM~
I e R The Flag Officer=in-Charge,. .SYLEY..

(Copy to Secretary, Naval Board mmuoumm

Subject ........REPQRT. OF . PROCEEDINGS...m..... JANUARY. .= HeDedieL o1 348 ...

submitted for information the attached report
of proceedings from HelleAe HeDellelie 1342 for the month of

a/Commander, Rels

RCDIG1074580
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\ Commontoealth of Australia.
Bepartment of The Naby.

Ropal Fustralian Pabp. O IFIDTr a0

Date........5r3. Eebruary, 1945 ........Reference No.

Subject...... sQUIELY. REPORE. OF PROCEERINGS. ..o JAUVGRL, A950e ... Al ,

Ssubmitteds

Operational work during the month consisted
mainly of 4/S patrol at B 1 station outside the boome The
nature of the patrol varied considerably, due partly to the
arrivals and departures of many large ships and also due 1o
reports of crossings on the immer loops.s Continuous duty
at Bl station was resumed at the beginning of Jamuary.
Altogether, this ship carried out the patrol for thirteen
days of the month,

2e On the 15th January the ship was slipped omn
Sayonars slip to rectify leaks in hull and %o carry out
general refit to underwater fittings. The following defects
were made good whilst on the slips,

(a) Two aft sections of each propellor shaft removed and
straightened. .

(b) Stern glends removed and re-secured.

(¢) A brackets abd stern gland bearings lined up with
after end of forward section of propellor shafts.

(d) Rudder glands re=packed.

(¢) Cracked portions of Pheenorock on bottom were scraped.
Copper anti-fouling paint applied.

|

(£f) Strip of copper sheathing fitted on either side of the
hull near A/S dome to prevent chafing when changing
domes.,

(¢) Main bat¥eries removed for survey and replaced by a
complete set of tested batteries,
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(h) Ammeters removed from charging board for survey and

repalred.,

Besides these defects made good, minor repairs
were carried out to various defective items in the ship.

On 27th January, the ship was re-floated but
after a trial run, it was found that excessive vibration and
noise persisted at the stern gland bearings, noticeable mainly

on the port side.

Do

O

Rushecutter for A.S<R. cOurses

7e

Be

Yo

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

A

Sub-Lieut C.R. Lockhart rejoined on 3rd January
from leave, Sub-Lieut, D.ll. Cameron was discharged bo Rushcutter,

Able Seaman P.J, Shenn discharged on 4th Jamiary t©o
Able Seaman D, Guild Jjoined.

Sickness during the month - Nil.
Long leave granted during the month - Nil

Very good conduct aend discipline .were maintained
during the month,.

Distance steamed during month
Hours under way
Hours under way for operational duties
(A/S Patrol)
Hours under way = Training classes
. Average distance steamed per gallon of fuel
Total distance steamed since commissioning
(24th July, 1944) at average speed-of 9 lknots
Total hours under way since commissioning to
end of month under review

> %8

Lieuteniant ) ReAsll o tle

COLMMANDING OFFICER

650 miles (approx)

83 hours
70 hours
Nil *
1485 miles
2079 miles

251 hours

Hoelle Ae HeDeMeLe 1342
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(Letter from Commending Officer, H.M.A.S. "RUSHCUTTER" . . 7 .7

dated 11th January, 1945 - reference F.S.4/12/1 35}.--:*"’"

MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS, DECEMBER, 1944 - H.M.A.
MoeLe 15426

11

BeS.211/250/169.
The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD.

Forwarded for the informmation of the Naval
Board with reference to Navy Office letter 589/201/941
(053065) dated 23rd October, 19LL.

24 Defects in paragraph 3 are now being rem-
edied.
}SLQ,\\’ VA v
?MAIN R.A.N.
Naval Base Headquarters, S/
Potts Point, Sydney. / A/Rear-Admirale.

25th January, 1945.

AN
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eyt Commontvealth of Justralia

Bepartment of The Nabn.

CON =S nted Shat

Royal gustmhan aby. i AL
From .....The Commanding Officer, H.llbA.S. "RUSHCUTIER",
Date...... 1 1 J'&N 45 ..Reference No....FeSe. 4/ 12/l$5
to.= ..+he Flag Officer- in=Charge, SYDNEY .

(Copy to Secretary, Nava Board.  MELBOURNE,)
Subject ....... JONTHLY. REPORT..OF. PROCEEDINGS.. =. DECEMBER..=.. 1laLel342. . .. ..

oubmitted for infomm tion the &ttackd Report
of P;oceedings for the month of December, 1944 from H,ll.A IliL.
1342

5{ Conmnder! Rello
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Commontealth of ustralia.

Bepartment of The Naby.

’ Ropal Qustralian Nabp. ©ON

From The Commanding Officer, Hell.A. ILL. 1542

L R R et LRt e Rt B LT Ll L

Date.............S aImax e RNy W [ SO el T O SR
To .....1DThe Officer-in-Charge, Fairmile Base, SYDNEY .~ @@ oo
© Subject......... ARNTELY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - DECEMBER, 1944 ..o

Submitted:

Main duty during the month consisted of night B 1
patrol in Obelisk Bgy. Altogether fifteen hts were spent on
this patrol. Towards the latter part of themonth day patrols were
also necessary due to frequent reports of crossings on the inmer
harbour loops but no contacts were obtained by this ship,

On nine occasions during the month ILL. 1342 was
required to tow different B type lbtor Lamnches to varioym parts of
the harbour.

Satisfactory gunnery trials were carried out outside

' Sydney Heads on lst December. These were the firsttrials of this

' type since commissioning and it was the first occasion in which ILL.
1342 had encountered a sea swelles VWhile at sea, the various.
compartments of the ship were examined and it was found that there
was a small leak in the hull in each of three compartments, viz:-
Tiller Flat, Wardroom Flat and lMess Deck compartments. The
existance of these legks will necessitate slipping for repairs but
at present the bilge pumping system can more than cope with the
intake of water,

On December, 2nd, the ship's compasses were adjusted.

Lieutenant Englert resumed command on 18th December
from leave, Sub-Lieutenant C+R. Lockhart proceeded on 14 days'
leave on 16th December, relieved by Sub-Lieutenant D.ll. Cameron.

Seven days leave were granted during the month to the
entire ship's company intwo watches, relieved by ratings from
Hellede Se "Rushcutter®,

Able Seaman J. Collinson was discharged to Sick Bay
ashore on 14th December, and was replaced by Able Seaman D. Croft,
who was drafted to this ship. Apart from this sickness, heal th
of the ship's company has been goods Conduct and discipline very
gﬁﬁdi
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Distance steamed during month - 600 Miles (approx)
Hours under way « 77 hours
Hours under way for operatingal duties
(A/S Patrol) - 42 hours
Hours under way = +training classes - 3 hours i

b - Average number of gallons per mile - 1lel1 gals
/ Total distance steamed since commissioning
(24th July, 1944) at average speed of 9 knots - 1338 miles
Total hours under way since commissioning to
end of month under review, - 148 hours,

Lieavrtenant : ReAsNeRo

COLMANDING OFFICER,
H-L:-Al LIIL' 1342
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ACK. BY. A.5. 1330¥

-@JAN 1945
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FROM: The Commanding Officer, Hel.Ae l.Le 1342

DATE: 22nd December, 1944 Ref. Noe C 25

TO: The Officer-in-Clarge, Fairmile Base, SYDNEY
SUBJECT ; MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS - NOVEMBER, 1944,
Submitteds:

Duty B 1 patrol Obelisk Bay nightly 1800 to 0800K
on 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, 9th, 10th 17th, 18th, 22nd, 23rd, 26th, 27th,
20the |

Dgy duty Bl patrol 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 7th, 10th, 17th.
s8th, 25rd, 26th, 27th, ,

On 20th-3lst new W/T set was installed. From lst
to 14th Lieutenant E.B. Hopkins was in command. On 14th Lieut
A.,Ks Englert took up appointment in command. On 19th Lieut,

A, WVardsworth assumed command relieving Lieut. Englert for leave,
From 26th to 30th Lieut. A. Clough assumed commnand temporarily, in
place of Lieut. Englet on leave,

During themonth of November the health of the ships
company has been good. Conduct and discipline very goods

Distance steamed - 98 miles
Hours under way - 14 hours
Hpurs under way for operational duties - 10 hours
Hours under wgy for training duties - Nil
Average number of gallons per mile S S |
Total distance steamed since commissioning

(24th July, 1944) at average speed of - 489 miles

10 knotse.

Total hours under way since commissioning - 56 hours,

(SGD) A.K. ENGLERT
Lieutenant, R.A.N.H.
COMMANDING Officer .
HeM.Ae MoelLie 13542
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