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MONTHLY REPORT - JANUARY, 1948.
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The Secretary,
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Navy Order 97/45. '
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Mlag Officer-in-Charge,

YDNEY, N, S, W,
COPY TO:~ Secretary, Naval Roard,

JONTHLY REPORT - JANUARY,.1946,

Submitted:
Monthly report for the month of January, 1946, of
H, M. A, Ship under my conmmnand,

| 1, SHIP'S MOVENENTS,

From 1lst January to 26th January, H, I, A, S, "STUART" remained
at No,16 Pyrmont, boiler cleaning and loading cargo,

Departing Sydney at O900K/27th, passage was made inside the
_—Barrier Reef to Townsville for fuel, Secured 1650K/80th.

An adverse current of from 3 to 4 Imots was experienced p
along the i,8,%W, coast and it was decided to increase Engine Speed to ;
16 knots at BQGDK/ZBth in an endeavour to keep schedule, During the
morning of the 29th, a serious defect appeared in the Starboard main
engine circulating pump, and it was found also that condenser troubls
was imminent, Temporary repairs were successful however, and "Stuart"
| was able to carry on to Townsville, The above defects necessltated a
| 24 hour delsy at Townsville for repailrs,

2‘ G'E]'TL"}M .
i The. health and-conduet of the Ship's Company remains S
5 satisfactory., |
f; |
l De TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONHEL,

NORTHBOUND

T Officers 1

g ©  6x Syvdney. Ratings 2

SOUTHBOUND, NIT.
_ e TRANSPORTATION OF STORES,

NORTHBOLUND, :

Naval Stores 102 Cases

Vegetables 434 Orates
| Apples 400 Cases
e Bacon Ta dides
\ Putter 75 Hoxes o
- LEEs ~ 67 Dozen

Comforts 5 Cartons

Clothing 39 Cages

Mail 59 Rags

Cigarettes 20 Cases

18 Packapes
2 No.
I‘TI:II . "
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074615



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIC1074615



CF P
& mmmmmwm1
. of HyMuAs SHIP under my comuands "

HoMo AvSes "BTUART" departed
passage to Darwin with Naval and

1“”.!
Barrier Reef calling at

.-mu:l.o for m1&mwuw
.wm munn

ugmm1m

mmnm.

nt oaoo -
Slipped om nviﬂh. m

m l‘l
thence inside Great Barrier Roaf,s
mﬂ‘“m”“:' R/ Sthe atter 1mpu':‘-n"" and -Mmmmag
Aot sl Bl Sopi

e b e
mmmu

‘wmm mmmnmismt

ﬂ‘l

ntm

mmmsmmm mmu

trﬂ
& u

nti

nm

Discharge of cargo was spasmodic over the holiday period.

' The | | '
/ﬂ/ e health and esonduct of the Ship's Company has been sat-
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3.
Nil
Nil
Wil
Ratings il
SOUTHBOUND
From Darwin officers : :
Ratings 126
R. AAF and A, L F, 3
Prom Townsville officers b
' Ratings i5
From Brisbane Officers 3
‘ Ratings 12
i dney Officers 11
pr— " | s Ratings and 0.RS 158.
&
5e
Total distance steamed
B -1y, g TP
_ Average consumption
]/
I 242,976.4 Miles
/ 15:73‘o‘+ Hours
/ 4.5 Knotg
i “J"‘ o1l !m
.. 355
Lieutenant R.A.N.R. (8)
In Command.
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MONTHLY REPORT - NO ER. 1 °

1I.

The Secretary,

NAVAL BOARD.

, Forwarded for the information of the Naval
EDN r Board in accordasnce with Navy Office letter 589/201/
ﬂﬁ) 94l (053065) dated 23rd October, 194l

Office of Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S;W.,'
Naval Base Headquarters,
POTTS POINT. SYDNEY,

1) A

o0

\\/\V\

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO0/74615



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074615



-,

FLAG CFFIGER-NM-CHARE
T" o SYDNEY.

% ;:EE'E'ED Ropal Australian Havy. BEZ’%};!

©+ RRPLY PLEASE QUOTA H, M. A, 8. "8T

No... 10th Decemb

The Flag Officer=in-Charge, N,S.W,

| (Copy to:- Secretary, Naval Board. )
ONTHLY RT = NOVEMBER, 1945,

Submitted:
Monthly report for the month of November,
1945, of H,M,A., Ship under my command.

H, i, A, S, "STUART" was at sea on the lst of llovember, on
passage to New Guinea, with stores and personnel, having sailed the day
before at 0800,

The passage was made by direct route to China Straits
and ship arrived at lilne Bay, securing alongside the oil wharf at
MODEWA at 1615 K/4th,

The next morning at 0550, slipped and proceeded
across the bay to Number 4 wharf AHOIMA, where stores for MADANG were
embarked, sailing again at 1140 for LAK,

Arrived LAE at 1140 K/6th where mail was unloaded.,
Twenty Army personnel were embarked for passage to RAFAUL, and ship
slipped and proceeded to MADANG at 1410 K arriving there and securing
alongside BILIAU ISLAND at 0645 K/7th, |

Stores and personnel were disembarked and back-
loading completed p.m. 9th,

At 0640 K/10th, slipped and proceeded to RABAUL byr
the Northern route, arriving there at 1130 X the next day. Ship was
secured alongside the tanker O, B, SORENSEN and oiled whilst stores and
personnel for RABAUL and attached ships were disembarked.

Owing to the state of the wharf at MODEWA, being
unsuitable for oiling alongside, it was decided to proceed direct to
- 8ydney via the outside route instead of making for Townsville for fuel,
and ship was sailed from RABAUL for SYDNEY at 1100 K/12th,

Arrived Sydney 17th November, and secured alongside
o, 16 Pyrmont at 0910 K,

e GENERAL,
The main distiller pump was in a very poor state
throughout the voyage and the severest rationing had to be imposed on
water consumption from RABAUL to SYDIEY,

The distiller pump ex "Vendetta" was applied for and
installed in "Stuart" during the period after return to Sydney., The new
installation has proved very satisfactory.

The health and conduct of the Ship's Company have
been satisfactory.

5 TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL.........continued page 2.
e —
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3, TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONIEL.
NORTH,
Navy.
Offlcers 2
Ratings 30
8g
A, M, R, Officers <
Other Ranks . 34
36
R, A AT, Officers Nil
Other Ranks <
4
SOUTH.
Navye Officers 4
Ratings 29
59
—_—
A, M, F, Officers 6
Other Ranks 24
30
R, A, A, T, Officers i
Other Ranks 1e
13
Lo TRANSPORTATION OF STORES,
NORTH.
NILe
(11, B, Stores for North were included in October return. )
SOUTH,
Naval Stores 207 cases,
Mail 47 bags.
Baggage 1056 pkgs.
Medical Stores 8 cases,
i 12 bags,
Armament Stores 46 cases,
5.(a) STEAMING DETAILS FROM November lst to Nowvember 30th, 1945,
Total distance steamed 4,160,0 miles
Total hours under way 281,40 hours
Average speed 14,80 knots
Total fuel expended 1,141,653 tons
Average consumption 3.64 miles/ton
5, (b) STEAMING DETAILS SINCE COMUISSIONING - lst September, 1939,

o B

Total Distance steamed
Total hours under way
Average speed

Total fuel consumption
Average consumption

233,771l.4 miles
16,087, 55 hours
144 O knots
65,720,711 Tons
e B miles/ton
AL elards

Lieutenant Commander, R.A, I,
o in Command,
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(Letter from Comanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "STUAR
Ref. 0/192/9 dated 2 Novm'ber, 1945)

MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS = HoM.A,S."STUART" -
| QQTOBER; IQEE-

Il.
& B. S.3L426/150/75A
#’ The Secretary ’

_NAVAL BOARD

D“J Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board
in accordance with Navy Office letter 589/201/94l (053065)
)dated 23rd October, 19Lle

(NHKO
Q—ﬁl\-w% g

A/CAPTAIN, RAN

FOR A/Rear-Admiral,

Office of Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S.W.,
Naval Base Headquarters,

Potis_Point, Sydneye
2 8 NOV 1945
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seorer, - Ropal Qustralian Haby.

ol ‘H-.itbf PLEASE QUOTE H. M' A-

4 No..0/192/9, 2nd November, 1945,
The Flag 0fficer-in-Charge, I,S.W.

SYDNEY
(Copy to:- Secretary, Naval Board.)

MONTHLY REPORT ~ OCTOBER, 1940

Submi tted:
Monthly report for the month of October, 1949,

of H,M.A, Ship under my command,

1. SHIPS MOV TS
H, M. A, S, "STUART" sailed for Milne Bay at 0700K/30th Sep-
tember at 15 knots, arriving at Modewa at 1400K/4th October,

The next morning at 0800, proceeded to "LADAVA" and anch-
ored to discharge stores, sailing again at 1400 for Oro Bay, On arrival
there at 0730/6th October two vehicles were embarked for lMadang, and
gship sailed asgain at 1300,

The following day, 7th October, ship arrived at Madang at
0930, where personnel, mail, stores and meatl were dis-embarked. Back
loading of stores was begun the next day and completed P, M. 9th October,

At 0800K/10th October sailed for Rabaul, arriving there the
next day at 1400, where meat was unloaded for the base and small ships.

Considerable trouble was experienced through swarms of
Jelly fish being sucked into the main circulating inlets causing serious
blockages, and the ship was delayed nearly an hour before the system
could be sufficiently cleared for the ship to be able to get underway at
1700 on 12th October, Further clearing of the inlets was carried out on
clearing harbour, and course was set for Jacquinot Bay, where the ship
arrived and anchored off shore at 0655 the next morning,.

Whilst at Rabaul opportunity was taken for the Ship's
Company to land and have a look around what was once the township. The
main item of interest was the countless nurber of tunnels which the Jap-
anese had had excavated during their periocd of sége there,

Mail and stores were immediately unloaded and ship sailed
again at 0915K for lMilne Bay, by the route Eastward of Kiriwina., At 1080/
14th October "STUART" secured alongside No.10 wharf Ahioma, Milne Bay,
where stores, back loaded from Madang, were dis-embarked, and at 1600
berth was shifted to across the harbour to liodewa to complete with fuel

that night,.

Ship sailed for Sydney at 0600 on 15th October via China
Straite and outside route, arriving there and berthing at No. 16 Pyrmont
at09215 on 19th October,

- At 0800 on 31st October ship sailed again for Madang with
personnel, stores and mail for the New Guinea Area,

Ze GET
out the passage the main feed pumps gave trouble

and ship had to be slowed down on several occasions, The main distiller
pump also gave trouble and is showing signs of complete fatigue,

The health and conduct of the Ship's Company have been
gatisfactory.

De TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONIEL.:secocswe continued page 2.
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- e TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL,
¢ NAVY, NO '
5/10/45, 6/10/45, goﬁiomsl
Officers, " 2o
Ratingss 9. Ce 18, ____!.23
\ 25,
NAVY, | SOUT '
10/10/45, 12/10/45, 13/10/45. 14/10/45. 26/10/45,
Officars. 7- 5. 1{ 1s 130
Ratings. 7l . g, O, a4 91,
Re A A By
Officers, 2. : Qe
Ratingse. : e ' 2o
U, S, N,
Ratings, | 2, (Chinese) 2,
109!
4 TRANSFPORTATION OF STORES
NORT
8/10/45,

Beer, 50 packages; Eggs. 24 packages; Spirits. 9 packages.

zgé;og4%.
Naval Stores, 115 packages,

28[;0(45E
lileat, 220 packagesg Vegetables., 46 packages.

29/10/45,

Mail. 1388 packagess Baggage. < packages,

| SOUTH,

9/10/45,

Mail, 161 packages; Medical Stores, 4 packages,
14/10/45,

Baggage., 135 packagesg Naval Stores, 145 packages,

5. (&) STEAMING DETAILS 1st OCTOBER - 3i1st OCTOBER, 1945,

Total distance steamed. 4,445, Miles,
Total hours underway. 311,20, Hours,
Average speed. 14, 2, EKnotss
Total fuel expended, 1,198,66, Tons,
Average cunsumption, 3.7, Miles/Ton.
B (D)o STEAMING DETAILS SINCE COMMISSIONING - 1st September'4s5,

Total distance steamed, 238, TT1le 4 Miles,
Total hours underway. 16,087, 55, Hours.
Average speed, 14, 5. Knotse
Total fuel expended, 65, 720,71, Tons.
Average consumphion. 3.5, Miles/Ton.

. 1 9N §da e ~Commanders R.A,N
s _HH") n Command

= — ——

D NE?

i, A

e
e
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| NAVY REGISTRY

- B

it L

(Letter from Commanding Oofficer, H.M.A.S. "STUART™ 3/ Con
No.0/192/9. dated 2nd October, 1945.) #;W” x

PORT 0 RDCEEDIHGS s HIMIA.SI “S ART“t

II.
B.S.2746/250/75A.
The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD.
Forwarded for the information of the Naval
; Board in accordance with Navy Office letter 589/201/941
M~ \ (53065) dated 23rd October, 1944.
N oF
D N
X
‘ﬁl\{ &@m v
’ A/CAPTAIN, R.A.N;
ror A/Rear-Admiral.
Office of Flag-0fficer-in-Charge, N.S.W.,
Naval Base Headquarters,
POTTS POINT. SYDNEY.
2 4 0CT 1945
. /
v,
W
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ﬂm | ) | Ropal ustralian Nabp.

+F L%PLY PLEASE QUOTA

Hﬂ.mgg/g. H.M.A' S. 1) e TR
end October, 1945,

. The Flag Officer-in-Charge, N, S.W,
SYDNEY
Copy to:~ Secretary, Naval Board. )

MONTHLY REPORT - SEPTEMBER, 1945,

Submitted:
Monthly report for the month of September,
1945, of H,M.A. Ship under my command.

1, SHIPS MOVEMENTS
On 18t September ship was on passage from Biak to
Madang, arriving at the latter portat 1000K/2nd September,

Provision had previously been made for "STUART" to take
in 150 tons of fuel oil at Madang, but on arrival it was found that
the Naval Offjicer-in-Charge, New Guinea, had been obliged to retain
all fuel in Mdang for other specific purposes. Consequently, I was
instructed to proceed to Langemak to top up after taking in back load-
ed stores and personnel for the mainland.

However, I required 50 tons of fuel to enable me to get
to Langemak with a sufficient safety margin, and as I required a
further 50 tons only to get the ship to Milne Bay it was decided to
give 100 tons to "STUART" from "ROCKLEA", thus obvlating the necessity
for a call at Langemak,

"STUART" sailed for Milne Bay at 0900K/3rd September
and arrived at Modewa at 1600K/4th September, where oil fuel was
taken onboard. Personnel and stores ex "LADAVA" were embarked and
ship sailed for Sydney via outside route at 0900K/5th September,
berthing at No.16 Wharf, Pyrmont, at 0900K/9th September,

At 0700 on 30th September ship sailed for Milne Bay at
15 knots with stores and mall for Madang.

2e GEH‘ERALH
STUART" was shifted to Garden Island on 10th September
to effect minor urgent repairs, principally machinery and electrical
circuits, and was again moved on completion bach to Pyrmont on Monday
24th September, when de-storing and storing was commenced,

Tt was intended to sail "STUART" for Milne Bay on 29th
September, but owing to a temporary breakdown in the main freezer em-
barkation of meat had to be delayed twenty-four hours, necessitating
a delay in sailing wuntil the followlng day Sunday 30th September,

During the stay in Sydney one rating was landed sus-
pected case of rumps, but there have been no further suspects and the
incubation period has now been completed.

The health and general conduct of the Ship's Company
have been satisfactory.

e TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL..esssss continued page <.
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e TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL, |
NAVY, souT
1{9{45, 2(9{45, 5] o
Officers. 1 - 24
Ratings. 15 8 23
ARMY, _ |
Rat Se 13 15
R.A A B
51,
NAVY, NO
19/9. 21/9. 24/9, 26/9, 27/9, 28/9,
Raetings. 5 (i 14 g 9 8 13 60
60,
4, TRANSPORTATION OF STORES,
SOUTH
s A K F1° N
2/9/45,

Clothing. Personnel effects. 192 packages., Medical. ©1 packages.,
Armament. 16 packages,

4/9/45,
Clothing. 5 packages., Medical. 10 packages,

NORTH,

28%9445, '

Mail, 573 packages., Meat. 273 packages., Vegetables. 51 packages.,
Naval Stores. 64 packages., Clothing, 6 packages., Comforts. 7 packages.,
Beer. 300 packages,, Spirits, Wine, 17 packages,, Lifejackets, 100 pack-

ages., Eggs. 24 packages,
5o (a)e ST NG DETAILS 1st September - 30th September, 1945

Total distance steamed. 2,783.4 miles,
Total hours underway. 178,35 hours,
Average speed, 15,6 knots,
Total fuel expended, 827,72 tons.
Average consumption, 3.5 miles/tons,

5+ (D), STEAMING DETAILS SINCE COMMISSIONING 1st September, 1939

Total distance steameds. 229,326,4 miles,
Total hours underway. 15,776,335 hourse
Average speed, 14.5 knots,
Total fuel expended, 64,522,056 tons,
Average consumption, 3.4 miles/tons,

,f ﬁﬁgmﬁ‘:@?ﬁ o 2
/i ff : e\ éﬁ%i ,Qﬁzf?

‘RH:“s ./ Lieutenant-Commander, R.A.,N.
- In Command,
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. Letter No. 019279 . dated 10th Sepe 'U5 from -J' 303l -V~ ) 344
S the Commanding Officer, HM.A.S. TR i -~

o) e S ; |
-1 OC?% !]945 MONTHLY REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS: HolleAeDe "STUART"

AUGUST, 1945 o 3
W‘”M Ml

I

' ’
Ns’ ,g!b[uﬁ

{1 ) =

BS. 2L429/250/75A
The Secretary,
Naval Board.

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board
in accordance with Navy Office letter 589/201/9L41 (053065)
dated 23%rd October, 19llie

%W | qZ*O\J : { LL:f‘L!i-a
Nl =
\u f\\; 1) | \ l.( PJ A/Rear-Admiral

Office of the Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S.W.

Naval Base Headquarters,
9 , Potts Point, Sydney.
aly
] |
‘ 9 8 SEP 1945
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Ropal gustrhalian Naby. ; '2{ ?'25 aS

'iN DBPLY PLEASE QUOTE _

%ﬂ-wz/g. }Ig Iﬂi Ai S- " S(BUA.RTH ™
10th September, 1945, °

The Flag Officer-in-Charge, N,S.W,
SYDNEY,
(Copy to:- Secretary, Naval Board).

MONTHLY REPORT — AUGUST, 1945, ?

Submitted; |
1 Monthly report for the month of August, 1945,
of H.l, A, Ship under my command.

1. SHIPS MOVEMENTS,
STUART" was undocked from Fitzroy Dock P,lM. Saturday

28th July and proceeded to berth at o, 16 Pyrmont. During the ensuing
week boiler clean was completed and stores for the Task Force, and
northern bases, struck down.

It had been intended to sail on Iriday 3rd August but a
slight delay was occasioned with the main steam valve blowing. Temp-
orary repairs were effected and ship sailed for Milne Bay at 0900

Sunday 5th August.

On arrival at llodewa, lMilne Bay, Thursday 9th August
ship was fuelled and sailed for Madang the following morning,

Arrived Madang noon 1lth August and proceeded to dis-
charge personnel and stores, Further personnel and stores were taken
onboard for liios Woendi, Riak and Morotai, and ship sailed for liios
Woendi at 1130 on Sunday 12th August, arriving there A.l, Tuesday 14th
August, and securing alongside U.S. Tanker "VILLA LOBOS". This contact
with "VILLA LORPOS" was fortunate as she sailed for lMorotal and Zamboan-
ga one hour after "STUART" slipped from alongside her, on the morning
of August, 15Th.

Whilst at Mios Woendi, "STAWELL" came alongside and took
off stores and supplies for P,D, IDiak,

Shortly after sailing from liios Woendi the announcement
was received over the air of the final capitulation of Japan, butb
celebration of V.P., Day was stood over to comply with the provisions

of A.C.N.B. Signal 120431z/August.

on arrival at lMorotai 1030I/16th August, "STUART" pro-
ceeded to anchorage adjacent to "PLATYPUS", and unloading of stores
and dis-embarkation of personnel was comienced. Unloading and onload-
ing was continued next day and completed P, l.

"STUARD" topped up with fuel from the Tanker "BISHOP-
DALE" from her remaining slender stocks, and sailed for Subic Bay at
1130 18th August at a speed of 20 knots,

Whilst on passage an 0,P, signal addressed to "STUART"
was received in a garbled form, and a repetition was asked for. It was
thought, at the time, that this signal might be a direction to join
the Tagk lorce elsewhere, but as no repetition was received I had
insufficient information to act on this assumption,

On arrival at Subic RBay at 1700I/20th August the Task
Force was found to have sailed, eand I was unable to elicit any inform=-
ation from the local authorities as to its whereabouts, Conseguently,
a signal was despatched asking for direction, and "STUART" was instruci-
ed to join the Task Force in Manila Bay next morning. The stay in Subic
Bay was not wasted as I had onboard one officer and gseveral ratings
for the four A.M.S8. vessels anchored there, namely "FREMANTLE",
"MILDURA", "BATHURST" and "BROOME",

An uncomfortable High't. e e ee se e continued page 2.
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~ An uncomfortable night at anchor was spent in Subic Bay
with the south west monsoon blowing strongly, and at daylight the next
morning 21st August ship sailed for Manila at 20 knots.

After a short but uncomfotable run "STUART" entered Manila
Bay, and secured alongside "SHROPSHIRE" at 1130 that afternoon., Per-
sonnel and stores, including mail, were dis-embarked and back loading
of stores completed the following day.

Whilst at Manila opportunity was taken to give the Ship's
Company a brief look around the city, and at 1600/23rd August "STUART"
was sailed for ILeyte to deliver stores to "LACHLAN". On arrival at
Leyte at 1600/25th August, "LACHLAN" was found to have sailed to Manila
the evening before, but was not contacted en route

Arrangements were immediately made with R.A.N,L.0O, Taclob-
an to land stores in a barge to be held by him pending the return of
"TACHLAN", However, this measure was obviated as "LACHLAN" arrived late
P.M. 26th August, and arrangements were made to discharge stores to her
next day.

On completion of unloading stores "STUART" sailed for .
Morotai at 1600I that day 27th August, fuel having been obtained from
H.M. S, "OLNA" the previous day.

At 0800I/29th August ship anchored at Morotai and further
back loading of personnel and stores was effected. At 0900I/30th Aug-
ust proceeded to Sorido Lagoon, Biak, arriving there at 12001/31st Aug-
ust where 50001bs of fresk meat was delivered to P,D, Biak, Ship sailed
again for lMadang two hours later,

Whilst on passage to Madang a signal was received from
N.0.I.C. New Guinea instructing me to call at Hollandia to pick up one
officer for passage to Madang, adjusting speed to arrive at the latter
port by O800K/2md September, Speed was accordingly increased from 16%
knote to 20 knots., However, some eight hours later further instructions
were received cancelling the above and speed of advance was reduced to
17 knots; the ship proceeding direct to lladang and arriving there at
1000K/2nd September, |

2e GENERAL.
| 1, After fuelling from "VILLA LOBOS" at Mios Woendi, on
the outward run, that tanker sailed immediately after me for Zamboangae

: On returning to Morotai from the Philippines ship was top-
ped up with fuel from "BISHOPDALE", and it is believed this tanker also
sailed for the north a few days later, Consequently, as far as it is
known, no fuel is now available between Hollandia and the Phllippines
with the likelihood that fuel may be not long available at the former
port, although confirmation has not heen obtained on this.

S, With regard to the fresh meat carried by "STUART" very
1ittle assistance could be given to the Task Force in this respect, as
the ships had filled up shortly before from "MERKUR". Iowever, 6000lbs
was taken by "SHROPSHIRE" as a stand by for the destroyer units of the
Task Force against any possible shortage at a later date.

The balance was held in the ship, and with the exception
of a small quantity for the ship's use, was eventually delivered to F.D
Biak under instructions from N,0.I.C. lMoluccas.

3. A considerable number of minor defects (particularily
Engine Room) have resulted after long and continued steaming which will
require attention on completion of the round trip

4, The general conduct and health of the ship's Company
have been satisfactory. |

Be TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONIEL.ses oo continued page 9.
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Se TRAITSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL,
HAVY., NORTH., | P - :

2(8,{45, 4{8,{45. 5‘45; 10/8/45, 12/ 8/45s 18(8(45,
foicerﬁ. 1. 51- . 2- 1- . 9
Ratings. 7o 1a De ks “ Q0
E&MA& ; i .

Qfficers., i T 1
= 100
NAVY, Lo SOUTH. p
22/ 8/ 45 25(8(451 502:245.‘
Qfficers. ©e Do deo 9
Ratings. 28. e 10, 42
ARMY,
Officers. - - -
Ratings. 2 P
5 .
4, TRANSPORTATION OF STORES,
NORTH,
5/8/45, _
Beer and spirits, 178 packages,, waval Stores. 256 packages,, Mail 1398

bags., Personnel effecis, 19 packages., Meat,e4l packages., Vegetables,
51 packages., Bggs. <4 boxes., Bacon, 17 packages.

0/8/45,

Naval Stores. 14 packages.

11/8/4 -

WMail., 7 bags., Waval Stores, 1 package, Beer and spirits. 228 packages.,
13/8/45

| | Naval Stores., 63 packages.
SOUTEH,

29/8/45,
Personnel effects, 53 packages., 20 packages., Naval Stores. 90 packages.

Mail, 16 bags.
27/ 8/45, -
Personnel effects. 8 packages.

22/8/45.

Perconnel effects, 23 packages,, Naval Stores. 146 packagess

5.(a)e STEAMING DETAILS, lst AUGUST - 3lst AUGUST, 1949

Total distance steamed, 6,273.7 miles,
Total hours underway. 386, 0 hours,
Average speed. 164 2 knois.
motal fuel expended. 1,925,035 tons, .
Average consumptbion. | 3,31 miles/ton.

5,(b)e - STBAMING DETAILS SINCE COMMISSIONING — 16t September, ' 39,

Total distance steamed., 226, 545, 0 miles,
Total hours underway. ' 15,598, 0 hours,.
Average speed. 14, 5 Imots.
Total fuel expended. 63,694,353  tons.
Average consumption. 3,55 miles/ton,

A Ltatlon

utenant-Commander, R,A.N,

11 Comuand,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74615



(Letter from Commanding Officer, H.M. A.S}/’STUA )
| Refy gé 92/9, dated 5th August, 1945).

e t
. - &é%76

%PfyA S ———— :
Rl p%@égﬁff OF. PROCEEDINGS: JULY, 19.5, 097‘"‘ ' £
bt s 2 IhH.M.A.S, "STUART". M =
s oy
! g €

The Secretary,
NAVAL BOARD.

Pﬂd* |
Qﬁ in accordance with Navy Office letter 589/201/941 (053065)

Forwarded for the information of the Naval Board

dated 23rd October, 194l

fih

Commodoree

Office of Flag Officer-in-~Charge, N.S.W.,
Naval Base Headquarters,

Potts Point, Sgdngz
973 AUG 1949
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[N K.Y PLEASE QUOTE ’

%0.0/192/9, H, M, A. S, "STUART",
5th August, 1945,

S

The Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S.W.
SYDNEY,
(Copy to:- Secretary, Naval Board. )

MONTHLY REPORT - JULY, 1945,

Submitted:
Monthly report for the month of July, 1945,
of H.l.,A, Ship under my command,

SHIP'S MOVEMENTS
At 0830I 1st July, 1945, ship secured alongside wharf at

Soredo Lagoon (Biak), and discharged personnel, equipment and stores for
Port Directorate Biak, casting off and proceeding again at 0915 at 185
rmots. Morotai was made in the late afternoon of the next day and ship
secured alongside "WHANG PU" at 1730, and commenced immediately to dis-
charge personnel and stores., Discharge of cargo was completed at 0100/3,
and at 0700/3 berth was shifted to alongside "BISHOPDALE" to take in
fuel. On completion ship sailed for Tawi Tawi at 1130/3 at 18} knots,
arriving there at 19001/4, and secured alongside "HOBART", which, in
company with "SHROPSHIRE" and "ARUNTA" had arrived there a few hours pre-
viously.

1.

Air mail was taken onboard at lMorotai for the sguadron and
the ship was made welcome on arrival at Tawi Tawi,

Eiséharga of personnel and stores was completed by 12001/5,
| and personnel and stores for back loading were then embarked and comple-
* ted that afternoon.

Instead of proceeding late that afternoon on the return
journey permission was given to "STUART" to remain over night, and pro-
ceed to Laa Island for the day (five miles acroes the bay), to give the
Ship's Company a "breather", and a recreation run ashore amongst the
coconuts. The weather was pleasant and the short stay most beneficial,

Ship sailed at 1700I/6 for liorotai at 16 knots, and arr-
| jved there at 0600I/8 securing alongside "MOMBAH", where the bulk of the
| frozen meat = still held onboard - was discharged for distribution to .

small ships by "PLATYPUS". Discharge and back loading was completed late
that day, end at 0700/9 berth was shifted to "RTSHOPDALE" to complete

with fuel,

| Unfortunately, "BISHOPDALE" was unable to give sufficient
fuel to take the ship to Milne Bay, and arrangements were made for
"STUART to put in at Mios Woendi to complete there. Ship sailed for
Uios Woendi at 20 knots at 1200I/9, and arrived there at 1730I/10, sec-
uring alongside the American tanker "VILLA LEBOS", One hundred tons of
fuel were taken in and ship sailed at 19001/10, The passage out was
successfully made in the dark, and the ship proceeded to ladang at 16
knots, arriving there at 1600K/12, where futher personnel and stores
were back loaded. "STUART" sailed for Milne Bay at 0700K/14, and the
passage was made at 17 knots, arriving at Modewa fuelling base at 1400/

K/15,

The next morning at O700K ship sailed for Sydney, and
shortly after departure a signal was recelved instructing "STUART" to
proceed to Saumerez Reef, to render agssistance to the Liberty Ship

| "p. P. BLAIR" which had grounded there.

On the first night out from China Straits a sirong south-
erly wind force 7-8, with a heavy southerly swell, was encountered and
speed had to be reduced to 12 Imots, However, towards afternoon of the
next day the wind eased to force 5 and speed was again increased, con-
tact being madé with the stranded vessel at 1200K/18, U,S. Liberty ship

. "JAMES IVES" was already standing by.
-

Just prior.....s+ss continued page 2.

|
i
lb — Sa— T
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| Just prior to the arrival of "STUART" on the scene a Cat-
alina flying boat was seen in the vieinity and it was later learned that
the Salvage Officer from Townsville had been flown to the reef, and was
onboard “F.P. BLAIR" inspecting the possibilities of salvage,

On cluaing "F.P. BLAIR" "STUART" was advised to wait and
pass on the report of the Salvage Officer by W/T.

Whilst waiting for the report "JAMES IVES" informed me
that he was without a large scale chart of the reef and asked for a spare.
A tracing was quickly made and suecessfully transferrad.by means of a
rocket and cod-line, as no Coston-gun lines were held in "STUART". Spare
Coston-gun lines have since been ubtained in Sydney. At 1700 I closed
"F.P, BLAIR" and the Salvage Officer's report ?gﬂ received by T.B.S. com-
munication, and transmitted to N.0.I.C. Townsville. Copy of signal is
appended for information,

"STUART" was then instructed to stend by in company with
"JANES IVES" until arrival of tug the following afternoon, a report of
these instructions being the subject of a separate Eignﬂl to N.0.T.C,
Townsville, At 2200 instructions were received from 1i,0.I.C. Townsville
to proceed to destination and course was set, speed 18 knots, to comply.

At 1500K/20 ship entered Sydney Heads and secured alﬂng-
side lio. 16 Pyrmont at 1600K.,

‘On lionday 23rd July boiler clean was commenced, and on
Saturday 28th July "STUART" was docked after a routine inspection had
revealed that the white metal bushes in both "A" Brackets needed renewal.
Opportunity was taken to replace the starboard propeller whilst ship was

in dock

Ze The inclusion of Mios Woendi as a fuelling base has the
double advantage of reducing the distance between fuelling ports and also
lightening the call on fuel at Morotali where, apparently, stocks are at
present somewhat low,

The health and conduct of the Ship's Company have been

satisfactory.
3. TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL.
NAVY, NORTH,
3/7/45, 24/1/45, 25/7/45, 271/7/45. 23/7/45,
Officers. 3
Rﬂtiﬂgﬂi ﬁ. 6. e 2- 211- 4‘21-
42,
NAVY, SOUTH, —_—
5/7/45, 517445, 94*?445; ""/'?145. 14/7/45_._
Offiﬂﬂrﬂi ' 7
Ratings. 16. 1e 3 <0, 70.
ARMY,
Officers. 1. o™ 4
Ratings, 4. 12, | 16.
R, A. A F
| Officers.,
Ratings. 10, 10,
104,
4, TRANSPORTATION OF SWRES....,... continued page 3.
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4, TRANSPORTATION OF STORES,

NORTH.,

e/ T/45
UI B- E‘I g b&gﬂ.

SOUT H,

4/7/45,

Naval Stores., 48 cases,

5/7/45, |
Naval Stores, 11 cases,

Personnel effecis, 8 packages.

8/T/45.,

Armament, 125 cases.,, Armament M,T. 47 cases,, Naval Stores. 3% cases,,
Mail, 48 bags,, Personnel effects, 76 packages,

13/7/45.,

Viectualling Stores, 3 cases,, Naval Stores. 70 cases,, Personnel
effects., 192 packages., Mail, 43 bags.

15/7/45,

Mail, 14 bags,

5(a).. STEAMING DETATLS 1st JULY - 31st JULY, 1945,

Total distance steamed, 5,171,6 miles,
Total hours underway. 326, 20 hours,
Average speed. 15,8 knots.
Total oil fuel expended. | 1,533,8 tons,
Average consumption. 3.37 miles/ton,

(b). STEAMING DETATLS SINCE COMMISSIONING - 1st SEPTEMBER, 1039

Total distance steamed. 220,271, 8 miles,
Total hours underway. - 15,212 hours,
Average speed, 14,48 knots,
Total fuel expended. 61,768.,8 tons,
Average cunsumption. 3. 56 miles/ton,

T7AUGI94s & M

© Lieutenant-Commander, R.,A, N

- In Command,
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Eonthly report for the month of June
1945, of H.M.A. Ship under my command. ;

W A¢ 0900 Spd June, 1946, I ascumed conmand of _
H.M. A, 8. “li’EAET", -{ pmmmf‘hlm; hﬁ&ﬁﬂm south a :enk
previoualy for compassionate reasons, p was lying at an-
Mltmmhmmnmmh

and proceeded to Hilne

At ow June ship we
Bay at %0 knots, arpri at lModewa Oil T , @e alongside
there, at 1545K 6th June., It was my intention to sail frem there on
completion of fuelling in time to make the passage through China
Straits before dark. The pump at the fuelling installation had how-
ever broken down and fuel had to be taken in by gravity. Fuelling
ug'\;tjfn completed until 2100

| Ship slipped from lodewa 01l Whapri at 0600K 6th June
and proceeded %o Sydney, arriving there on Sunday 10th June at OBGOK,
four hours ahead of a severe cyclone. chip was eventually
berthed at ¥o.16 Pyrmont 2t 1200K 10th June.

The passage through the Coral Sea was smooth but the
weather deterlorated down the Fast coast of Australia, with increas-
— ing South Easterly wind and heavy rain squalls,

. Unloading of stores transported south was begun on
Iiﬁntm,mdebnierﬂmmmm NHaval
and Vietuallinl stores were embarked during the easuing weelk,

Boller clean was completed A.H. Vedneasday 20th June,
Twenty four hours later storing of cold and cool room stores was
conmnenced and completed late that aftermoon, '

A% 1600K 23¢nd June on completion of fuelling ship
sailed for Uilne Pay at 17 knots.

Identification wes ex d with H 4, 8. "SWTPTSURE"
south bound in position 23° 09' South 154° 30' Last at 1180K 24th

June,

| Ship arrived lilne BDay and secured alongside lodewa
041 Wharf at 1115K 20th June, lersonnel su:d stores for "LAVADA"
were dis-embarked into barges whilst ship was fuelling., As fuelling
was not completed until it was tuc late to make Raven Channel before
dark, salling was delayed until the morning of the 27%h June, when
ship departed at OY0C arriving iadang and securing alongside at Rel-
isu Island at 1430K 28th June., rFerscnnel and stores were dis-embarked,
Furtuer stores snd personnel for iransportation north were embarked
next mo sy @nd ship salled for Piak at 1100K 29th June, arriving

there at 0850 1st July, 1945,

2. | On arrival in Sydney on 10th June & letter was for-
warded to lNlaval Board, and Flag Officer-in-Charge, H,S.V., request-
)ing that consideration be given lor the mtalhtim of a surface

warning radar set to replace the 286Q 8.A. set now fitted, This re-
quest 1s emphasised as a reenlt of @Epericace gained to date, and
in view of "STUAKT's" committments very little reliance can be pl-
fced on the 266 set for surface work,

#}?p On 9th JuNGesecsssssssesse cONtinued page 2,

_&_ e Bl T ., a2 . . > .
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On 9¢h June whilst on passage to Sydney a hedhehog
pattern was fired in accordance with C,A,F.0, 194/44. During the fir-
ing a dumy attack was carried out to exercise personnel, Results were
satisfactory and the pattern detonated on the bottam in the prescribed
time, The ship received a shaking and the main power switch j‘mgeﬁ
causing failure of the main lighting, the gm compass also
This was soon rectified and no other 1ll orfouta were noticed,

3. The health and conduct of the Ship's Company have heen
satisfactory,

4, (a). i
HAVY, - | SOUTH, .
officers, f 1.
Ratings, 23, | 23,

I 1
Ratings. 1, I
NAVY,

Officers, ﬂé E 14,

Ratings, =24, 65,

4, (b).

favad Slores. 336 cases.

Viet. Stores, (Dry). B&i cases, .B. '8,
Vegetables (Cooler)., 80 cases. W/T Stores, 1
Meat (Preezer)., 262 packages,

Beer, Spirits, 189 cages,

Mail, 1188 bags.

Oe (l)l
Total distance steamed, 4,683 miles,
Total hourdé underway, 896 50 houre,
Average de 16.0 knots,
Total expended, 1,851,0 tons,

5e (D). STEAMING DETAILS SINCE COUNISSIONING -— 31st SEPTENIER, 1938
Total distance steamed. 215,100, 2 miles,
Total hours underway, 14, 335. 50 hours,
Average speed, 14,45 knots,
Total fuel expended. 60,235.,0 tons,
Average consumption, 3,57 miles/ton,

A crdotl

ieutenan n R, A
iIn Command,
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- Flag Officer-in-Charge, N.S...
(Copy to:- The Secretary, Naval Bouf;d, lelbourne.)
ETIER O ROC it DING 3t - 30th AP 335

Submitted:
Report of proceeding for the month of April,
1945, of H.M.A. Ship under ay command.

At the beginning of the meonth "STUARTI" was
stiil undergcing refit and conversion at Garden Island
Dockyard, Sydney .

Tuesday. 3rd April. Steam trials, gun, hedgehog and Radar
trials were carried out at sea satisfactorily.

dnesday 4 i hursday Sth J An Inclining Test
was carriec by Dockyard Officers at No.4. Buoy, on eom-
pletion ship proceeded to loading berth and embarked mails,
cargo and personnel for passage. Numbers carried for passage
being 7 Officers and 67 Ratings.

R

|
-] ;- |

= A
]

I.
= ¥
Py f

g iy A

Ship proceeded from

Wednesday lith April. The passage was uneventful and ship
secured at Pontoon Jetty, Milne Bay at O880K. During passage
the | Oificer reported that he was unable to hold
water the Reserve Feed Tank.

aursday Jlzth Apri. 5th April. On completion of

fuelling slipped ~rogeeded from Milne Bay at O580K l2th
April, on passage to WMadang. At 1238K it was necessary to
stop engines, as apparently boiler feed water was leaking

. ,.rapidly from the Wain Feed Tank. At J408K ship proceeded at
reduced speed of 7 knots;to Uro Bay, to embark fresh water
and meke up feed water, arriving at 0830K 13th aApril. While
in Oro Bay condensor trouble was experienced, amd ship pro-
ceeded again when ready for sea at 0200K J.Etfl April, arriving
at Madang at O630K loth April.

Carzo and personnel were discharged the same
day, and personnel for passage south embarked.

: Tuesday 17th spril. Ship proceeded from lMadang at OS07K.

VR
\ yednt D Berthed at
A April. Ship slipped

'
’ ™ |

Modewa Oil W ha > * :
and proceeded at 1535K 13th April, on passage to Sydney.

Fresh to strong S.E. winds were experienced on
passage .

Further trouble was also experienced with Dboiler
feed water, the loss m& excessive, and as Ship's Distiller
Unit was unable to maintain supply of feed water, water was
drawn from Ship's Tanks..It was necessary to proceed to Bris-
bane to renew supplies of fﬂai‘tatlr, and change evaporator
coils.

Berthed at Milling

‘ridéy <uth ApTi Monds ~S3I'0d ADI

Jharf, Brisbane River at l420K 4Hth 4pril, and proceeded
again at U708K 2lst April for oydney, arriving at 1340K Zord
April.
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cleaning was comuenced and Main and Reserve Feed Tanks are being sur-

The following personnel were carried on passage during

Lhe month:-
NORTH . 7 Officer and 67 Ratings.
SOUTH. 7 Officers and gﬂatinga.

With the number above embarked, living space in the
liess Decks is not unduly congested, and fresh provisions were avail-
able during the passage.

The following ships were sighted and identified dur-
ing the month:-

He.n.5. "BUNGAREE" at 1630K 7th april. Position. 27%°s5¢' 8. 153240'  TURS
Helieh.S. "FREMANTLE"at 0645K 9th April. Positiom. 19°33' S, 147°58' E. -
HoelieiieSe "SWAN"8T 1820K l2th April. Position 09924' s, 149“431.&. o
Heli.n.5. "COLAC"at 0620K 16th April. Dallman Passage, Madang.

The general conduct, and health of the 3hip's Company
have bDeen satisfactory.

.r'_'_.
A A
\ M

4 = I — ' . - i
Distance steamed. 4,084 .4. milese |
Hours underway . 287.06. hours.

Average consumption. 3.58. miles per ton.
Total fuel expended. : 1,111.73. tons. |'
Average speede. 14.2. knots. 3

Total distance steamed. 206,272.1. miles.,

Total hours underway. 14,229.30. hours. |
AVerage speed. i4.42. knots. |
Total fuel expended. §7,420.077. tons. }
Average consumption. 358, miles per ton.
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Commonwealth of Australia
Bepartment of Befence

Rogal Anstralian Navy.

lllllllllllllllllll

-
Distance Steamed during March, 1944, lo44 miles.
Total hours under way. 105.285 hours.
Average speed. 185.6 knots.
Fuel expended. 0o00.0 tons.
Average consumption. 3.0 miles/ton.

- lst. Deptember, 1939.

Since Commissioning

Total distance steamed. 201,187.7 miles.
Time under way . 13,942.25 hours.
Average speed. 14.4 knots.
Total fuel expended. 26,308.35 tons.

Average consumption. 307 miles/ton.

Lieutenant Commander
In Command.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1074615



- | — ' == ) T R—

m...\

(O xeoll 7/&&6

W 4

FROM ¢eseoses The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "Stuart®. 3
> MTE L I B B I B ard- ﬂpril,lg*‘&%- mFlI_UI 192/91
>
TO s¢esssse.« The Secretary, Naval Bboard, Melbourne.
| . Copy to: The Rear Admiral in Charge, Sydney.
SUBJECT «+es HelleA.S. "STUART* - PROCEEDINGS FOR THE LONTH k)
OF MARCH, 1944. 5\ ._

- g

- Submitted:for the information of the Naval Eoard,

the following report of proceedings of H.M.A.3. “Stuart™ for
the month of March, 1944,

Wedriesday, lst. larch: On passage liilne Bay to Cairns.
2021 - Exchanged identities with M.L. 811.
C#EX{’ 2145 - Came to with Starboard anchor off Cairns Harbour.

/;y> Thursday, <nd. March: 1120 - VWeighed and proceeded into
Harbour. Secured alongside H.l.A.5. "Platypus" and commenced

‘ pBoiler Cleaning.

Thursday,znd. to londay.,oth. liarch: Alongside "Platypus" at
Cairnsg,boiler Cleaning. Divers examined 'A' brackets and re-
\)K: ported excessive wear down. A.l., 4th. hMareh - Lieutenant -

Commander N.R. Head,R.A.ll.,joined and assumed command. Paild

call on Naval Gffiecer in Charge Cairns,aciing Captain Z.C.: nhodes. =
i:L-h.Lt Dth- marcn - Ellb-LiELl’tEﬂEﬂt DI-JI- ?u'rilES,R-.ﬁ-H-V -Rl, ﬂiB-

charged to H.lM.A.S5. "Rushcutter®.

Monday, oth. luarch: 1800 - Slipped and proceeded to seaw
ﬁ'—lesdah ?tkl- L*EI‘CIH 0230 _— IdEthifiEd tg Pl-.:-ls -5-1 et

>~ Townsville. 0O4d0 - Secured alongside Concrete Pier,Townsville,
Port side to. 1000 - Slipped and proceeded to sea for Sydney .
1235 - Fell in with S.S5."David Belasco"™ who requested guidance
past shoal area.
J 1481 = Parted company with S.5. "David Belasco".

liednesday, 8th. liarch: 0102 = Passed V.3.I.3."Merkur",
North bound. 1015 ~ Passed 5.5. "Tambua",South bound.

1645 - Passed S.5. "Gorgon". 1803 - Passed H.M.A.3. "Cowra'.
1225 = Passed S.5. “Time"%, 2314 = Passed H.M.A.S. "hyalla®.

Friday, 10th. lMarch: 0630 - Exchanged identities with
H.M.A.5. "Deloraine*. Proceeded as reguisite to enter Port Jack-
S0n. 0830 - Secured alongside Cruiser Wharf, Garden Island. 3

| Friday, 10th. to Friday, Slst. March: Alongside Garden Island.
Disembarked ammunltlun and stores. In dockyard hands for recon-
struction. First watch proceeded on long leave 1l5th. March.
All Engine Room complement and 30% of Seaman and Miscellaneous
couplement to return to ship,resainder for disposal.

The conduct and health of the Ship's Company
have been good throughout.

S0 ’f""/‘
}S\%x S fﬁ/ﬁf 1350w M
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A
TO eesess... The Secretary,Naval Board, lMelbourne.
Copy to: The Naval Officer in Charge,New Guinea.
The Commander (D),Milne Bay.
The Commander (D),Calrns.

SUBJECT .... LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS - lst. - 29th. February,1944.

'Y A b "’[‘Hi 4
y | qutgjrggfnr the information of the Naval Board:

Tuesday, l1st. February: Proceeded to effect rendezvous with
"Sea Flasher®. NOIC New Guinea's message T.0.0. 010555z informed
me that she had already arrived and "Stuart" consequently an-
chored in Suiaha Bay.

Wednesday, 2nd. February: 0754 = Exchanged identities with ML
SOl,pPﬂCEEleE to take up station for pilotage duties,and with
HeM.A.5. "Benalla“,northward bound. A magnetic aw1tch in the
Training Unit of thﬂ.ﬂ/s set burned out during the night and it
was necessary to proceed into Milne Bay for a replacement. The
set was operating satisfactorily at L630,spare parts having been
obtained with the assistance of the Base Staff. 1755 - Weighed
and cleared China Straits before dark,anchoring in Suiaha Bay.

cello" in accordance with NOIC New Guinea's 0109884. Met at 0640
and escorted to Milne Bay. Fuelled from "bishopdale® and watered
at Lyle Wharf before anchoring.

¢y Thursd 3rd. February: Proceeded to rendezvous with "Monti-

Friday,4th. - Saturday,oth. February: At Milne Bay.

Sunday, oth. February: 0800 - Weighed and proceeded,at 0705
sighted H.M.A.S5. "Glenelg" escorting U.S. Submarine "Scamp"™ and

3 H.M.A.S. “Gladstone™ with convoy which included a floating dock.
0720 - Identified "John W.Meldrum* who was obviously in unfamiliar
surroundings and not being able to spare the time referred *him"
to the escorts previously mentioned. At 1745 rendezvoused with
“Sea Snipe%* and provided escort to liilne Bay.

Monday, 7th. February: 0705 - Exchanged identities with U.S.
Destroyers "Slater“j)Davison® and “Hobby",and at 0750 with SC 476.
Oiled from “"Bishopdale®" and took in water at Lyle Wharf,then to
ancihorage.

Tuesd 8th, February: Al Milne Bay.

Wednesday, 9th. February: Damage Control Action Exercises.

Thursday,l0th - Saturday,l2th.February: At anchor in Milne Bay.

sunday, l13th. February: A.M. Paid call on C.T.F. 74, Rear
Admiral V. Crutcinley who arrived flying his flag in H.M.A.S.
"Shropshire®. Also on board were the First Naval liember,Admiral
Sir Guy Royd&,lir. Essington Lewis and Paymaster Captain Foley.

lionday, latn. February: C.T.F. 74 returned my call.

w O Tuesday, doth. February: H.A. Close Hange firings,4.7" Full
' Charge Bombardment,radar Ranging kExercises and 0.0.W. Manoeuvres
with "Gascoyne",“Ararat* and “Stawell". These were very good
value and “Stuart" shot down a sleeve in the first serial. On ;
completion returned tc anchorage after refuelling from “Bishop-
dale*“.

T . o -
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Wednesday, loth. February: 1600 - Sailed and carried out 0.0O.Ww.

Manoceuvres with "Gascoyne" and "Vendetta" before ships proceeded
to rendezvous with incoming merchant ships. Anchored in Suiaha
Bay and was informed by NOIC New Guinea that “Klipfontein" would

be delayed.

Thursday, 1l7th. February: Al anchor in Suiaha Bay.

Frid 18th, February: 0006 - Weighed and proceeded to meet
“Klipfontein®. lMet at 0630,about 100 miles from China Straits,and

provided escort to Milne Bay. 1048 - Exchanged identities with
“Stawell® and at 1155 with "Gascoyne*. Oiled from "Victoria"™ and
proceeded to anchorage. The port condenser was showing a strong
cloud and it was approved for “Stuart™ to go to extended notice
to carry out repairs.

Saturday, 19tih. February: Diver examined outlet valve of con-
denser which was very stiff. It was thought some obstruction

might be the cause and 1t was not considered desirable to exert

too much pressure until this had been examined. Marine growth -
found to be the trouble - was satisfactorily cleared,main condenser
valve closed and one tube found leaking was plugged. The diver also
nade a cursory examination of the weardown in both "A®" bracket.
bushes by inserting a marlin spike,and it would appear that the
Starboard bush is down about 0.35",Port about 0.3". Vibration 1is
becoming more ncticeable at speeds over lo knots. Board of Inguiry
held on board on the death of Stoker James McKnight,RANR O/N W 2060.

Sunday, 20th. February: Reverted to normal notice.
Monday, 21 st.February: P.lM. - From Milne Bay to anchorage in
Suiaha Bay.

Tuesday, 22nd. February: Weighed and proceeded. 0655 - Exchanged
identities with U.S. Destroyer "Bush". RHendezvous with “Esso Bay-
onne" gt 1545 and escorted to China Strait. H.A. Firings by all
Close rRange weapons and main armament barrage. 2220 - 2248, Star-
poard engine temporarily slowed and stopped due to Air Pump failure.

Wednesday, 23rd. February: P.M. - Anchored in Sulaha Bay until
2200 when we proceeded to rendezvous with "lMexico" as ordered by
NOIC New Guinea's message 2223354 .

Thursday, 24th. February: As we had not contacted "lMexico" by

dusk course was reversed so0 as to be in a position off the sunken
barrier at which "llexico" was due to arrive at 1l030. 2345 - Exchanged
identities with PC 1123. A Radar contact at 08515 was tracked until
dawn when we ldentified the tanker “Jacksonville" and from her
received information that *"Mexico" was some way ahead. This was
confirmed by “Glenelg" at 0755. accordingly escort was provided

for “Jacksonville" to Milne Bay. While transferring charts,“Stuart's"
starboard flare bumped the port side of the tanker. Damage to
"Stuart" consisted of slight buckle to flare and to “Jacksonville"

a bent guardrail and a slight indentation in a plate 1l5' above the
waterline. On arrival in harbour after fuelling from "Bishopdale"
extended notige was approved in order to repair the Fire and Bilge
Fump .

saturday, 2oth. February: P.M. - Heverted toc normal notice.

sunday, 27th. February: Embarked Lieutenant Elliot and Ensign
Moore U.S.N. as Liaison Officers and proceeded in company with
U.S5. Submarine %“Scamp" (Cfficer in Charge Training Exercises) and
SC 747 for Submarine mxercises. 1706 -~ Exchanged identities with
U.5. Cruisers “Boise" and “Nashville" and U.S. Destroyers "Daly",
Hutchins",“Bache" and “Beale%“. QOiled from "“Bishopdale" and at 1920
anchored off *"Ladava". During the day twelve rounds of Hedgehog
Practice were fired and we claimed several kills,which were later
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confirmed by the submarine. Numerous dummy UDepth Charge attacks

were carried out and on completion of exercises one Depth Charge
was 1ired for exercise.

Monday, =28th. February: Proceeded alongside *“Dobbin".

Tuesday, 29th. February: Commander N.A. Mackinnon,R.A.N.
departed to take up his appointment to H.M.A.S5. "Warramunga“.
Lieutenant A.D. Black,R.A.N.,assumed temporary command. 0700 -
Slipped and proceeded as escort for "Sea Snipe" and "Cape Neddick".
Exchanged identities as follows - 0945 %“Kapunda®“#,0948 U.S. Des-
troyer “Thorn%,1007 “Bundaberg%,l10ll "Pirile".

The conduct of the Ship's Company has been
excellent and apart from a large number of colds which must nec-
essarily spread in the congested mess decks,tieir health has been
very good. lMorale is high but it has been disappointing to find

A \life so devoid of excitement and the pessibility of coming into
contact with the enemy so remote.

The ship has started a weekly four page
magazine,contributions to which show that there is considerable
literary talent among the Ship's Company. A most successful con-
cert was also held on board. As regards physical recreation,
several water polo games and swimming matches have been arranged
with A.M.S5. and it is hoped to arrange some soft ball, cricket
and shooting matches ashore. In tuais respect “Stuart's" activities
have been very limited owing to the fact that the Motor Boat has
been out of action for five weeks. Thig has caused great incon-
venience and although “Ladava“ has helped as_much as they could,
— the extreme age and unsuitability of their boats has been a
handicap. A more modern Ford engine has been obtained from the
Army and this 1s now being refitted. The situation regarding pro-
visions is still unsatisfactory and will remain so until "Ladava"
is supplied with suitable boats.

Steaming Details - l1lst. to 29th. February,l944.

Total distance steamed 3,044 .0 miles.
Total hours under way 204.00 hours.
Average speed 15 knots.
Total fuel expended 1,343 tons
Average consumption 2.26 miles/ton.
Commissioni st. September 1939.
Total distance steamed 199,543.7 miles.
Total hours under way 13,837.00 hours.
Average speed 14 .4 knots.
Total fuel expended 55,768.347 tons.
Average consumption 3.57 miles/ton
—  Lielténant,R.A.N.
for Commander, R.A.N.
A 10 sl
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTR 0 1F=3 ad 4
vo..FaRa101/43/1 | g t
R 14 FEBRUA.RY 1944,
R amammmenr
g

The Secretary,

Naval Board,
M MELBOURNE «

Routel n"STUART"

g ~fl*

of HM.AS.

Submitded for the information of the Naval Doard
with reference 1o r.MgA.S.“Stuart's" 8Secret letter of Proceedings

192/9 dated 3 February, 1944. Jo2bi [ 1ot

By It would appear that "Stuart's" route took her
sonewhat close to Saumarez Reef and Irederick Reef in view of
the weather likely to be, and actually experienced at this

time of the year.

NAVAL OFFICER 1IN (;H.ARGE
- NEW GULNEA .
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| | Offlcer, lH.%. 5. '.s_m.n' e Hﬁm”é’?

Uato-veses 3rd Fobruary,1944. REF.NO. 192/9

T0 eesvese The Commander 'D'.lilll Bay. /;
| Copy to - the Secretary,“aval Board,iel!bournd.

-

| BES WOy L [ f77es OF PROCEADINGS , 1st. = 51st,Jemuary,1944.
_: Jubrmitted,

r

AR LT

granted to each
igverted to four hours notice for

ihilst ralsing stea= in No ¢ boller to

W

reficated on the ris
ngslide Tewatesd for fusl. 1400
to rendscvous with "C.P: PEEPEIUA"™.
*-u“ llﬂl. .EH&L .&.-

0940 4izh
LRE BAYe

ted "CuaPE PR . PETUAY and

PTOTORIA®, *ITUAST® anebored off |ioivld

——— -
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Shifted berth to outside "DALY® and

6th , Janas 0800 3lipped from "DLLY" and procesdisd

; to carry out A/5 Patrol and pillot duties. This
ummpum mmﬂMIMtMHMMMM
Ancouing ships which had not touched at an iustralisn port,

Shifced berth to "UOBBIN" outside U.i.
uﬁﬂ' and 'HISE'-

1800 J1ipped snd to clear
| 1izht. inchored in SUAHIA BaY until 2300 and
proceeded to rendezvous with "iL304 PAYAIOT™ sbout 100
miles outh East of China Stralt.

: .zmmmummnm
mnu trn 'ﬂ..fmn' and anchored off .ADavVa,our berth
"ooBBIN" Mngmnihmuch-m preparing for seea.

‘ - urunumn It th‘ =
Jpe . as
-mmmu&-nmmm;-nmmu
8 we approached. ‘hen we met,it yas like
cave .the bottom of which was just above mest
darker and darker,ut nc seln Jeli =ntil
then it came down in sheets and
U200 when we ewerged the other side.
such & black and forBidding

\”iﬁ
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HOIC New Guinea was informed of my intentions and
"LADAVA'S" Doats at 1210,after having

shelterinz behind the
of the Bnzine foom
tings very nearly went
severely lacera leg

il course was reverscd so that "STUART" would be in the
of the position off the sunken barrier at which "NONIEAEY"
; 0 arrive at 0730. At 0630 "MONTEREY" was sighted about
les to the southward both ships ha

ving been set approsimately
the eastward. At 0830 U.S.Destroyers "NUGFORD"

| sighted ahead. Visibility then deterlordted
swinr €0 heavy and almost continuous rein sgualis. "HONTESREY" and
Dateh ship the "KOTA ASOENG",which appeared to be rather uncertein
the way,and was walting for an escort,were led through China

On arrival in harbour we were informed that

s After in fuel

Owing to extremely congested conditions in the wess decks,
‘evated by the weather experienced in this area,it is
hoped that future consideration " b® ziven to increasing the
| paysent of Hard-lying money to rates for the Ship's Company,
and helf rates for the officers,of " 1UART" and "VENDETTA" while
| these ships are operating in certain troplesl areas. i letter on
| this sub’'ect is being forwarded. |
| e were all very sorry to see "DOBESIN" leave, "STUART" had
been made an honorary wmember of her "nest"” and she did eve m:;
| could for us,providing water,fresh provisions,the services
taff ,the use of her A/3 attack table and last,but not
invitation to offlcers and ship's company to

| which are

é

ii%
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iE
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?
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B raion mapa g 2:::1:(,/'7/fr::66
‘1L JAH BJ‘* I. i 1 "-n_*-..,,_“-,.:E(A i‘.’-r"- ,.rﬂ'
ety Mg/ 0 Secnsp
vl RS

L iﬂ’ﬁiﬂrlﬂiﬁmuﬁ R § T T vl =

Pﬁ“ ssssseind® m officer, delieihos. "ituart® .
DATE -eves-Bthe January,i944. HEF.HO. 1I92/6.

-!/. !0 " B8 8 & I'm Eﬂ" MI“M' 3”
Copy to = The Secretary,Saval Board, ‘elbourne.

‘EW&W OF PRUCELDIRIS, Ist. = 3Ist. Docomber,iodd.

TENGE
E S

| I-' ; e . e | § . — L A h ‘) - - a.'_-- . : ‘wﬂ'
| aws tead | 5 hi radi Tanara h JEN and his two staff
f - n‘ fhm Jnh lunched with me on

pped and prooeeded to carry out
target and exercises with "Cowra®
had to be cancell!ed as the towing
| o AL IIIS "Stuart” commenced taking
tow using ‘Gm'l' wires. eather conditions were Mul
was fast in five minutes. "Cowra" towed comfortadl
knots. After slipping the tow "Stuart” anchored off Fille L1
1430 w mmu&ﬂa.mmm ,cm
s . es with "Cowra™ and 0.3 .Submarine
to a anddan end at
nto col islon with an

-

it the tize of the ull’hm "Etﬂﬂ'

tant ,commencing a high s

imirine,which tas on the surfasesoad

ome p 8s a

on mmm bow,and it was realised
wrong. hilst closing W'awm he

r=ation to "Cowra", mothup
to invistlizate some m:- nam which
m;m 1 fact they were
"Jeardfish" .Intl "Coura"
w the vicinity with his own
ngamngm.zmmm
" untll I could see him.
informed me that although he had sustained

- to “nﬂ him hnak to H-;ihn fis also 4

- My mum"mﬂ
ship v a

mnm-mm

intal M.ﬂh lllll
tun "Saardfish" '“m'
the HasLward In ml; toas he in.fm
. _ﬁtthnwihhim chaser, a
few minutes earlier. It therefore a retpossible that some mn
vesssl had been.involved in the ¢o ion and this mizht itself
when “"Gowra" reported his m to
negatives,l scdsred him to remain in the ﬂamu antil t.

The re arn to Zoreton Bay was accomplished silthout

t E-Q.I-G-hmm- LeUelDa M"ﬁ
eh ordersd me to overtak: "Contessa” and
Lady Elilot Islend. I informed Commandsr ‘ewis of my
suspicions regarding Y 20 and he was then transferred to

require mhm-ammn:

%
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"Guardfish". When procesdinzg through Vorth %est Channel,"Cowra"
and Y 20 were mud within a mile of eack other. iiowever, &
asiznal to "Cowra" asking whether "Y 20" was the culprit,was ans-
wered in the megative. at 1630 took station ahead of 'Gml'
1700 - Exchanged identities with "Geelong" escorting convey L3 34.

Sthe 0130 - Parted with "Cone-
to rendezvous with "Duntroon" off Jenny Lind
Roek in accordance with Naval Officer in Charge Brisbane's Hessage
T.0.0+ 040441 December. 0800 « In station ahead of W‘

nm;i, Gthe %ﬂ 0700 « Parted company with "Dun-
¥ proc: to rendezvous with "Willard A. Holbrook” in
sccordance with Naval Officer in Charge Brisbane's Message T.D.o.
041011 December. 0826 - HMet "Willard A. Holbrook" and escorted
to Brisbane. At 1510,when approaching Caloundra,we passed

a very heavy sguall. Visibility was nil and I rm my tin hat a
necessary protection against hall stones,which were very nearly
the size of pigeon's eggs. "hen the storm cleared I asked my con-
sort what he thought of 1t,and he replied "That certainly was
something". 1930 - Secured ﬂmih Hewstead No. 3.

Tuesda + Do : Paymaster Lieutenant J.W. Emerton,

ANoVekia, oiles 1210 - Slipped and proceeded to rendes-
vous with "Sea Snipe". Took station ahead and escorted to Brisbens.
1605 - Passed "Willard A. Holbrook". 2347 - 3ecured alongside
Newstead No. 3.

Thur ‘*4;,4_- ay,10th. December:
the tuelling berth at lews s toad m required "3tuart" shifted
to Task Force 72's m:rr at Newfarm at 1415. This movemeat was nﬂ

accomplished without difficulty owing to the activities of six
P.T« boats which were loath to leave my berth in the first place,
and which,when they did so,showsed a complete lack of knowledge of
sound signals and & disregard for their own safety. However,after
& few near misses,we were all secured comfortably. Newfarm 1s a
pleasant berth as tluSh:lp': Company are allowed to use Task Foree
72's canteen and einema,and the officers are made Honorary Nembers
of the Officers' Club. Also,a car was placed at my disposal.
3aturda; the ber: 1930 « 3lipped and proceeded to
carry ou ioreton Bay. Unfortunately,this had to
be cancelled owing to weather. "Stuart" anchored off Pile Light
at 2300. At 2330 the p Officer reported a bad steam leak
from under the of the Starboard turbine astern valve. Part
otm was removed to locate the leak and it was

pnday, 12t B"nhﬂ - Engine
g e lnkhtitmltunlymﬂ

mhmmhupuml working orn 4it. It was there~

fore necessary to shut main steam off bouh port and starboard ture
m.m all authorities were informed in my signal T.0.0. 111630
December. "Stuart" has no isolating valve in the eross ¢ tion
ﬂ.p,thll Alteration and Addition,vide A.F.G.s 1 42 and
435 being still outstanding.

Work on removing the astern valve
mnm;m joint was completed by 1300. The old joint was
found to h‘n blown in three places.

At 1330 weighed and proceeded to
thsm with "Boschfontein” in accordance with Naval Offieer in
Brisbane's Message T.0.0. 100641 December. This was effected
at 2240 and "Boschfontein" escorted to Woreton Bay.

I} isss

lll"
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e 1310 - Ca:ried out two
inz in ¥oreton Bay,anchoring off Pile Light

%1' l4th. %t Exercised general drill
renoon = 31ipped and proceeded to rendesvous
with "Pennant” in accordance with Naval Officer in Charge,Bris-
bane's lessage T.0.0. 110608 Decomber.

e0smbe¥ : 0630 ~ let "Pennant" and
' :{ of Lady Elliot Island. At 1030,
tm e and m speed to ten knots for

| . engine
mm 1940 « Parted company and proceeded for Brisbane.

Wt 1156 - Secured Newstead

da r: 0100 -~ Proceeded with U.S.

r G.A. Lowis,on board to rendezvous with
U.3. Sum ‘Mup 0630 - m‘am and commenced exer-
glses.

_ 1700 « Completed exercises.
| Ue3.N. from "Scamp",the
.-mhnﬂm Mupwm%mﬂ' returned to harbour.
ntnwemnlmmmﬂnmmmw
Light and "Stuart” ca ried ocut night firing in Moreton Bay.
The shoot was arranged so
that tion “ius " gould be exercised,3tar Shell onmly
being fired in the t run. On completion of firing anchored off
Pile usht.

Lotk - nb¢ At 1300,Naval Officer in
g’ z m-mt'mun'mmmm
'hﬂ. Snp pmm up yriver and secured at Newstead at 1625.

1045 - S1lipped
seedec e3.3."Blue Kidge"™ to Lady Elliot Island in ace-
ordance with Naval Officer in Charge Brisbane's ilessage T.0.0.

192218 December.

2lst. Deocember: 0425 - Parted with
| procesded to rendezvous with "Sea Pike". Course
was set to the reciprocal of what "Sea Pike's" should have been,
but even though visibility was extreme,this ship was not sighted.
A "Hot Net" s 1 was « At dark "Stuart” steered
Elliot Island at "Sea Plke's" speed of edvance until Naval
icer in Charge Brisbane's lessage T.0.0. 211041 Mr was

and pro-

: | 0600 = S1lipped and pro-
U th U.5.5."0rion" in sccordance with Naval
Charge Brisbanc's dessage 7.0.0. 221118 December.
'-_1030 - Passed "lownsville". 1740 - 3izhted "Orion" and U.3. Es-
cort vessel "Harmon". Took station ahead and provided escort to

Brisbene.
' At 1600 the steel pin in
the top of the distiller fresh water plunger fragtured,and the
evaporator was out of action until repairs were completed by
dockyard at 23500 on Sunday 26th. December.
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ecompany ‘~ mmumuml %
mmumunsmnmuunul Officer
hm brisbane's Hessage T.0.0. 250127 December.

% 3 This was the first occasion
on #hich "Stuart” had had the opportunity to carry cut attacks om
t-amnnmmmuhmmhumﬂ
1 nl:;%m The Combined Submarine ittack Tavle (A.B.%.1) was
uu.nu proved to be eas the host satisfactory method of
intercommunicating. It 1z cons that to allow for ships
with sthe Signal "Fox 1" and "Fox 2" should be ifintro-
mumnmumuummmm.ng.
Fox 1 = vepth Charge.

Fox 2 = Heodgehog.
At 1469 took station ahead of “"Orion".

2100 - Parted company with

| 31 0844 - lJecured ide

| €00 - Shifted berth to outside »
-nmhm mm:l.ﬂ Clean. In view of C.2.0.P.5.F13
mr.na.mmmmmnunmuﬁﬁm
6th. it did not look as thouzh much work could
only ome boiler could be properly
¢leaned,the others being through. MhMm
$01688 Doosuber,ts ves cories th-i‘sm:'h’ﬁ.:i: T'mo'a'

was obvious t boller el

could be done and that serious defects could not be cospl

This was reported in Haval Officer im Charge
T«0.0s 310117 Desember and "Stuart's” escort m “m
was subsequently mm

as January
ummnmmmun
washed

'he health and conduct of
the Ship's Company has been very satisfactory.

STEASIEG DETAILS PROE 1 0 Jist. U90ambe

f"‘"‘r‘" L - gy oo v

MMWW

otal fus expended

- milez.
hours.
knots .
llmeﬂi mi
miles/ton.

839 : S
191,733.1 miles.

tons.

miles/ton.
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The Victuslling Store Officer,
Royal Fdward ?umuins Yard,

SYUNEY . Healia

It is requested that the pesition regarding

Xhaki ﬁlethlng Q“t'tmﬁiine on dexand h! HeM oA oS, "STGART™
may be advised, An extract Ifrom Letter of Memugi

dated cta Lecexber readss-

| Great difficulty is belng expsrienced in obtalning
the requisite supplies of battle dress for the Ship's company;

in feet there appesrs to be an acute shartugt of all
khaki clothing®e

Director of Victuslling.
 §

W - ——— W b - .

The uotmillng Store Officer,
H.Me.A. Vietualling Yard,
Creek Street, |

Forwarded for information and advice regarding
ang outstanding demands held at H,¥,A, Victualling !u‘d, Brisbane,

gd.) E. R, Cacer
Director of Vietualling.

/9. /). ¢
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FROM sesssae The Commanding Bﬂiﬁ“‘ HM.A.S. "Stuart®,
/ DATE 1;l srene otlhie mm'man REF.NO. 192/9.

0 eveveves. The Rear Admiral in mrgn.
Copy to: The Secretary,Naval arﬂ Nelbourne.

 BUBJECY ..., LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS, lst. - 30th. November,1943.

Arrived Koreton Bay escorting
12156 =~ Secured cutside U.2.8. "Helm" at

e - Bli and proceeded
ichorage of at to m:lt Il)lu

M Weighed and mud&d to escort “Mng Iahn!" %0 the

Zastward.

{ovembe “sin th.z m tgntch mv:m
. 8 vart” pas rough a vio-
[1me lmt amu m.u,uim g;:e Be - Secured alongside

Kurraba vharf for fuel. - al.imd fron FKurraba Yharf and
segured outaside HN.¥.S. 'M at Cruiser 7harf,Garden It-
land. Commenced boiler cleaning,clesning and pml

‘I.' A48 LT A & .*"ni',':' e 2 4l OV

pieted boile e and came mtimfw
ﬁtm. Lieutenant R. Loem:d R.&.!.V.R. Joined shi
w:i”-mr for lLisutenant L.J. Beri'rm R.ANe m been
w0 Canonbury Raval Hospital on arrival in Sydney,
luﬂ'aring toom Glandular Fever.

1000 - Slipped from "Tromp"

proceeded 10 D.G. Range. Carried out three runs and then
Wum.am 1300 « Swung ship for compegs adjust-
| Al 0«3 wl.
3 1700 = Sliipped and proceeded

| t "Nieusw Ansterdem® in accordance with N.0.I1.C.
Sydmy'a sessage T.0.0, 160487 Yoverber.

aurgday, 18t I 1100 = Sishtod "Nieuw Amster-
jam” , 100! head and provided escort to Sydney.

Friday, 19th. Ko -Arrived Sydney. 0700 - Secured
& munm of shifted berth to
Ho.. 1 Iuoy The weather uhroughout thie trip was most unpleasant.

At No. 1 Hﬂﬂyl

- P scort xsaun ssetedell o' Los Sastiere
U0, C euncy "Nieuw e o
é:v:g"m w#ith I.G.I C. Spdney‘'s Message T.0.0. 192309
.
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oveal 0630 - Parted company with
pm to Sydney.

asdate; S0 I e SR SIRTI Y
Fo completion of fuelling shifted to Neo. 2 Buoy.

Regent runs over the D.G.

' ' * was again in need of de-perming.
m;-u urrhd mt wmmm.

mber 0810 ~ Slipped and proceeded

DeGe RANgE. ytion of Cosmander (E) Clifs,
t Limtmt Petiigrew and civilisn dockyard officers were em-
barked to carry out inal H equipment trials, consequent
upon the fitting of the Gyro nm. These were mhm
satisfactorily and ship returned to No. 2 Buoy. Ship was swung
for ustaent in the afternocon. Lieutenant R.J. Serive
enor R.A.N. rejoined and Lieatenant R. Lockwood R.AN.V.R, was
discharged to "Rusheutter®,

H Lieutenant T.W. Cutts R.AN.
s Was "Llonsdale". 1110 -~ S1i from No. 2
Buoy and ceeded to escort tanker "Hmpire Silver" to Lady
t Is in acgcordance with N.C.1.C. Sydney's Message
T.0.0. 250439 November. "Empire Silver's" departure was delay-
ed by over two hours to the nen-arrival of stores and
she did not clear the Heads until 1316.

nm m-rm umm to u-ri.
R.AA.F. Bagse at Coff's Harbour
reply was m from the aireraft, 1

cepled s it would mmt:l mmumm
and was }.ut. from this unfortunate nuhup passage
'was made without ineident in very much bett
had been having of late. "Empire Silver" nl a nlt uncomsmni -
cative consort as she um once -1“ e P her utudcd u.t-r-

&

ations of course,nor did

mmuamrtmm.z nm“m m—
ember "stuart" parted company off Lady Eliiot Isiand m
ceeded to Brisbane. 1660 - identities with 5.C. 741
and at 1710 with "whyalla®, Shortly afterwards quite a good
echo was obtained,but after three 8 of an hour this was
classified as a m Sub caused by a temperature gradient,

oveabes 0130 - Identified S.S.
T”‘ - Secured llol'lilh No. 2 Newstead.

¥hile the ship was boiler cleaning in Sydney
forty eight hours leave wes granted to each nteh. The cppor-
tunity was also taken to send A.A., ratings to the Ins~
truction Centre,and to exercise all officers and S.D., ratings
on the attack ubh at "Rushcutter" whenever possible.

muthomnmtmhdouwmm
.mmun'pw "penguin",and the assistance given by
- Garden Island and the Base Staffes; & much more satisfactory
boiler c¢lean and Mtﬂti hmiuntmupu-
sible in Brisbans. Facilities in thet port are unm‘nu the

Ship's Engine R mﬂuﬂ’m amuu.
- stand-off they deserve d ioda. 1t u
strongly recommended tha t m be carried

“out in Sydney.
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Despite the undoubted attractions of this eity,
to 1lly operate from a base further N EE
8 a dccidedly demoralising effect on

the Ship's Company,when they are only ab-

gsent Drom it for short intervals of time.
is

Great difficulty being ienced in obtain~-
ing the requisite supplies of battle dress the Ship's Company,
in fact there appears Lo be an acute shortage of all khaki eloth-

The fitting of the cool water machine near the
mess decks has been carried out and this has proved to be a great
asset in hot weather.

The health and conduct of the Ship's Company is

sqtisfactory.

Total distance steamed 4 Miles.
Total hours under way Hours.
Average speed 7«0 EKnots.
Total fuel expended 1,176.0588 Tons.
Avaerage consumption 3.4 Miles/Ton.
NHCE COMMISSIONING -~ 18

Total distance steamed 185,686.6 Miles.
Total houra under way 12,826.5 Hours.
Average 14.3 Knots.
Total fuel expended §1,102.353 Tona.
Average consumption 3.6 Miles/Ton.

NEIL A, MACKINNGN
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-
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TETPVTT ¢ QMMiu Orfiﬂ'.r' HM.5.8. "Stuart®. _
DATE eseesse Sth. November,1943. REF.NO. 192/9. T

TO eevevssee The Rear Admiral in Charge, Sydney.
Copy to i~ The Secretary,Naval Board,Melbourne.

SUBJECT «... LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS, lst. - 318t. October,l943.

Eim_ﬂml Escorting Convoy P.V.2.

a 2nd « 1548 - “scort parted company
Coavoy off L Elliut Island. "Warramunga" proceeded to
S.rdu: “Goulburn” to Gladstone and "Arunta" and "smm" to Bris-
bane. at 1700 carried out Range and Inclinstion exercises with

"Arunta®.
W 1100 - Secured outside "Arunta®
at No.3 News le proceeding up Brisbane River,"Stawell“

was passed with a large number of W.R.A.N.S5. very mrtly fallen
in on her upper deck. They were apparently going out to witness
@& shoot;but; &8 this fact was unknown to me at the time I sig-

nalled "what is this?" An immediate reply was received - "Com-
forts for sailors."

- i : 0800 - Slipped and roeceeded to
ey ¢k up "Boschionte in Moreton Bay and esecort to the Eastward
. 'im accordance with N.0.i.C. Brisbane's Message T.0.0. 030708

Cctober. Although her speed of advance was given as 15.5 knots
it was found that her maximum speed through the rater was only 15
knots.

Parted company with "Boschfontein”

IMM 1250 - "assed Convoy P.V.3
escorted marramunga',"Helm" and one A.M.S5.. Aircraft from
Nowra were expected to urr out dummy torpedo attacks during the
. afternoon,but none m;lvld. 1820 - passed "SBundaberg","Townsville"”
and "} illdura" escorting a convoy of six ships.

W: - . 1216 = Entered Port Pnlnp
with a vy fo ing sea against the ou 1 tide,wvater in the

Hip was very confused and -tnri difficult large tanker =
ahead was yawing about ninety dlgrtu. 1‘30 - Stcurtd alongside

Outer East Nelson Pler. 2130 - "Arunta" arrived and umud
opposite.

mw 0930 - Shifted berth to Inner
Last Station Pler,followed later by “Arunta.

urday,9th tober - Sunday,lOth.Uctober: Alongside
Station Pier. J0 Saturday attended Convoy Conference at ¥.C.S.
Uffice for Convoy P.V.4. “hilst at Melbourne opportunity was
taken to send tra classes away in the Whaler and Motor Boat.
ir. Yicdowson Guaner (7T) Jjoined cn Sunday.
and proceeded to

mm;_xéswy 0630 - 514
catch onvoy ¥.V.4 at entrance to Port P and escort to -

Townavi in aceordance with C.5.W.P.5.F. huqo T.0.0. 060421

Cectober. 1545 - Passed ©.0. "Lurline™. 1845 - W ident-
. ities with “Qrara“.

' On passage
!

- e 3 — re—
.--—L-:-'h'\- g ——t T - LR _—
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Lo Townsville. GSeveral practices with close range weapons at
I Hockets Target Practice were carried out en route. These make
quite satisfactory ws:u when they open,but nearly 807 failures
were experienced. At 2100 "F.u. Newlande” hauled out of the line
and “Arunta” closed to ewbark a Marine suffering from acute

appendicitis. "Arunta" then went on shead and landed him at Towns-

ville.

W_g : Oild - Secured outside "Arunta"
e e Concreie Pler. karly in the forenoon ship was connected
wmepmmm“mdmmm:rmtre irs bo

effected spring loaded exnaust valve in the

dubricating pump was also repaired,

The port
_complete new set of piston rings. Conditions on board were any-
k)ﬁ "“‘“'“ thing but pleasant during this period,as the shore s
aufﬁeimt to keep fans running at slow speeds, the

hot between decks.

8 required I
ply was only

ober:s AL 1645 U.5.5."Cony ’
and P.C. 1124 slipped in that order pro-
ently to rendezvous off Fitzroy Illmd u.tt.h Convoy

zpend
TN.170,ex P.V.4 and "Manoora" and “"Westralia”. - “xchanged
identi with "Katoomba".
2 : Carried out 2 damage control
exer the arrival of the Convoy. 1316 - Convoy

cleared Gralton Passage and set course for China Strait.

S e SellC . UCLODET = o Arday , «org CLOoUgr: On passage.
At 1045 catur oy stopg {f North Foreland while Cail
(rders were distributed by H-D-a’:-b- 1074. “Arunta+ sent m
lbs. of fresh bréad which was aost acceptable. 1130 - “Co -
hew” and P.C. 1124 detached formmwmhmoyiu:p t
into two parts in accordance with Port uj.roctor ¥ilne Bay's
Message T.0.0. 210082 Oetober. The or 1l P.V.d,escorted by
"Arunta*,proceeded to Goodenough II while “Stuart" escorted
"Y¥ancora" and "westralia" to COro Bay.

W: U700 - Anchored off Oro Bay
lir" amn. ummh pan:s. Infamtiow:htd that gevere

air ra t expec at Oro Bay already been passed

on to the & and the increase in the -rriehmy of

Air Lookouts ua quite mm1 However, it was ca-rnrﬁng see

large numbers of our own aircraft in sky,“Stuart's” present

HeA. armament is formidable. There were two Hed w |

2 dd._'_[‘,;_wﬂ-‘ during our stay but both fizzled out. The local Port Hegulations

g0t ! dealing with Alir w were only received a few minutes before

-5 X the rirst fed Yerning and it is suy ested that these orders

—

ould be given to ships as they pass through Milne Bay.

“gangora" was most helpful
our stay in providing bread,fresh provisions and even
iul clothing,which it had hun impossible to obtain in

2o th 1400 - veighed and procceded
or 'hmn and "Westralia¥ in accordance with Port
birector Wilne bay's Wessage T.0,0. 210069 October. Speed was
. ted so thal convoy would pass between Ham and Veale Shoals
be dark and arrive off Ravens Channel at daylight. 1600 -
pd nchnnged identities with U.5. Tan er "Victoria" anchored in

Perlock Harbour. Chortly afterwards U. . “Smith"
passed at high speed ohwiaul to make sure of passin, between
Ham and Veale m themunlh.remw about nine knots

i mediately after c ar;laa these dangers. A large number of ships
were pau‘dﬂurinsthanightunmirmm
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 fuesday, 26th., October: On arrival off Ravens

' Channel, "Smith",who Lad remained ahead during the night,came

round astern ini followed "Stuart" through the hole. A very strong
| Southerly Set was experienced. At 0945 soon after clearing China
Strait,identities were e d with “warrego",who with "wagga"
was escorting "gprin,dale” and "Montcro" to the mainland.

W 27th. ber: Convoy was met by two Fair-
wiles o enirance to Grafton Passage. At 1430 "Stuari"
parted company and proceeded to Townsville,securing alongside
“esl Side Concrete Pier at 2200.

Laursdsa aothe OclLobe ‘riday.29th. October: 1400 ~ Slipped
and proeceeded Lo comply with C.5.W.P.S.F. Message T.0.0. 190938
October. Despite an excellent weather report obtained before sail-
ing,a strong S.E. wind and moderate sea were experienced all the
way down the reef.

he ober: 1300 = Arrived at position of
rendezvous with “"Long lsland" and remained in vicinity until 1660
when "Not Mel" signal was made. In order to Le somewhere in the
vieinity of the ship at daylight next morning,had she been five
or more hours early,when she might have passed unobserved,I altered
course towards Cape Moreton and increased to &0 knots. Although
these ships are invariably late at their rendezvous I conszidered
I should allow for a possible exception,and even if "Long Ieland"
followed the normal practice,no harm would be done a8 I would be
| inside her. when rtt.rnm.i.uion of "kong Island's” MNessage T.0.0.
272330 October was received course and speed were adjusted to make
| the rendezvous in the morning. Examination of the Log showed that
~"Long Island's" original signal had been previously received on
'Bells' But "Stuart's" Delivery Group was not included. l1n an
case,the mess could not have been decyphered as it was in some
U.S8. System net held in "Stuart".

|81 ober: 0600 -~ Sighted smoke on the
s 'his turned out to be "Long Island” which continued to
ake & considerable amount of smoke Lhroughout the remainder of
the passage,and only about thirteen knots in speed.

'._L.'-. myET"

With the exception of a few cases of colds
and sunburn the health of the Ship's Company has been very good
and their conduct all that could be desired.

12 )
L

This recent change in the normal run of duty
has been very good for everyone. A large number of the Ship's
Company had never even been North of Lady Zlliot Island before.
Also,the fact that the ship entered an area where air attack might
be expected made life considerably more interesting and,as I have
a.;.ﬂady rt?rkﬂl,tffiﬁttd a great improvement in the efficiency of
t lookoutes.

The return to the tropics made the extreme
overcrowding and discomfort in the lessdecks even more spparent.
Luckily the weather was nearly always fine at night,and a large
number couid sleep on deck. The increase in temperature also
appears Lo have increased the birth rate among the cockroaches
which now gseem %o regard with contempt the powder used for mir
extermination.
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Total distance sjeamed 18730 wiles.
Total hours underway i . 028,06 hours.
Aversge speed 14,186 knots.
Total fuel expended 1.717.00 tons.
Average consumption 4.35 fmiles/ton.
Total dislance steamed 181,682.0 miles.
Total hours underway 12,680.15  hours.
average speed 1%.3 knots.
Total fuel expended 49,526,785 1tons.
Average consumption 346 miles/ton.
NEIL A. MACKINNON 1
—— N
il
|
=2
= e ) A o e ,_,,-c-’:;ﬁ;g’
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.
026 066
MINUTE PAPER, 0¥t

(This side only to be written on.)
D.8T18/5.40—C.6348.

SUBJECT: USE_OF ILLUMINANTS BY AIRCRAFT. : SR

As a result of a request to R.A.A.F. Command to
restrict the use of flares by aircraft in the vicinity
of coastal convoys the following Operation Instruction
No., 90/1943 was issued by R.AA.F. Command on 9th September,

1943,

"Aeroplanes engaged in operations to seaward
by night are not to fire illuminating cartridges or
drop flares or any other such pyrotechnics within
five miles of friendly convoys unless specifically
requested to do so by the S.N.0. Escort or unless
the escort itself begins illuminating an area with
star shell or snow flake, In this case, the aeroplane
should assist the escorts by dropping flares 5 or
I, miles outside the circle or sector of illuminants
being fired by the escorts,

Le If, however, an enemy submarine is definitely
identified within five miles of a convoy, use may be
made of illuminants, flares, etc, to assist the aero-
plane in carrying out an attack.

De The above instruction does not apply to the

white and/or yellow verey cartridges which are to be
fired over the position of any submarine detected by
an aeroplane,"

—
-

e The incident referred to, occurred six days
before the Operation Instruction was lsgued.

18th October, 1943. D,A/S.D.
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FROM ccocece Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "Stuart®.
DATE ccocces 20d. O‘tﬂhl‘,l”- REF.NO. 192/9.

TO eeveecseee The Rear Admiral in Charge, Sydney.
Copy to: The &mtuy,lml Board, Melbourne.

SUBJECT .... LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS, lst. to 30th.September,1943.

September: 0600 - Arrived Moreton Bay im
company : amba"” . Pmadodnprimm secured at No.3
(4 Newstead to m:., and carry out examination of -

N (1|1© uﬂusr.hnmhor s examination has been re
\ "Stuart’'s® letter No. 116/7 of Sth. September. At
/' oo g:unm to tmrt U.S5.8. "Otus" to vieinity of Lady E

and

- h""li

: . 0766 - Pu‘ﬂt S.8. "Cape Flattery"”.

: iachel Jackson". 1350 - Exvhanged ident~
:lt:ln with "ﬂulng' escorting Convoy 1Q 9. 1827 - Parted.
company with "Qtus" and proceeded to Caloundra.

Wﬁ 0313 - Aircraft illuminated "Stuart®
a .

minutes later this aircraft dropped
two more ﬂaru,innliuﬂu Convoy IQ 9. Arrived off Caloundra
nt 0630 as "Mizar" was utcrmmvm Channel. Took station
ahead and escorted to Bz dney in accordance with N.0.I.C. Bris-

bane's Message T.0.0. Z September. ,
0715 - mn-*‘ﬂuutm with
. 0912 - Exchanged tities with

- < - . - T™OTr
"Echuca®. Entered Sydney Harbour astern of "Mizar" and secured
at Kurraba Point for fuel at 1040.

() (3

"

"|-___..

0800 - Slipped and procceded to
s.s. "Matsonia®™ in accordance with N.0.I.C.
sydnq'l m r.o.o. 040030 Z aapt-hr

0730 - Arrived at rendezvous. At
ign of "Natsonia®™ and this fact was re-
T.0.0. 060001 Z September. C.S.¥W.

me that "jMatsonia™ would

pnrud :I.n "Stuart's” Mes
ls-ri n.“. THQ'OI

i
reach the rendezvous at 2300K,was received at 2120,and course
was
this ¢
LtMIIHMthtmto'huuh'

utodtnpmtmchth position of the rendezvous at
o There was no moon and vil.thm was about two miles.
this at her signalled speed of advance,in the ho;:‘ ;G:d.
on a 9 o] ng
somewhere in her vieinity at day t,when the Radar reported
an echo bearing Green G60,range 28 yards. This to be
"Matsonia®™ which,had it not been }u our Radar have passed
I unseen seven miles to the Southward. N.0.I.C. sbane's Message
| T+0.0, 0680744Z containing instructions for effect the rendez-
I\l vous was not received until 0630 next morning,by ch time
both ships were inside the swept chamnel.

At 0050 "Stuart" was challenged by
oumea to Brisbane. At 0730 exchanged ident-

:ltlu t:lth"ﬂul and at 1205 secured alongside No.3 New-
stead.

“Pre
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er: Alongside Newstead.

sted to provide a diver to
eddy plates in accordance

Memos l“'m o

to

that this was abnoramal,as
bearings was -pmm" g-
was .
was made i-d:l:a{y u'
tc proceed on escort
from U.S.5. "Falkton”

wear on

“A* brackets showed the Starboard bracket
that reported. Wear on the Port bracket was
shaf't had been in bare metal. On 12th.
ined two broken ribs
» He was to "liore-
triation Hospital. At 2163
0. 1 Newstead to top wp

At 0130 s

to

On passage
nom m Muu ﬁth 'W mcﬂ:%m'
oC 126. 0G30 - Entered Port P secured alongside
"warramunga” at Cuter West Nelson'P ,'unh-t-n,lt 0845.
Alongside Nelson's Pier.

1100 'I attended convoy conference for PV 1 at N.C.S.
Office,iie « 0630 Nonday tug hauled "Stuart” off while

"varramunga™ slipped from pler. w.ﬂ.s. "Helw"
proceeded for escort duties with P.V.l. Cutts R.N.V.R.
Joined temporarily from "Lonsdale" for watchkeeping duties. In
the absence of Mr. Wheeler "Stuari* would otherwise have been
left with o-:l.y two watchkeeping officers when Sub-Lieutenant

Jones left the ship.

and proceeded

. Z n‘,p“
mmﬂ to l.onc:ltm in mnplinu
with ¥.0.I.C. Port Melbourne's Me 280306 2 2 Septeaber.

1230 - identities with "uNi umt.tu Convoy OC
1!'7. 1431 - Exchanged identities with "Orara®

Jgdnesday, z22ng aber: 0200 - Parted company with
A '-""""""' uum 0830 - Exchanged identities

with "Crara®. 1715 - Secured alongside Outer VWest Nelson's Pier,

| | Williamstown,astern of "Arunta”. On each occasion of entering

fg\_ Port Phillip difnmlu has been experienced in communicating

\ & / Itit.h P.¥.5.5.,0wing to the poor quality of their signal projectar.

[ S
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Thursday, 23rd. September: Alongside Nelson's Pier.
%: 0910 - Slipped from Pier and
procee ® for firings in Port Phillip. On com-

pletion of firings ordinary
Returned to Nelson's Pier at 15185.

saturday, 2¢ Sund _‘-:: 1, _September: Alongside Nelson's
P ; y Cc¢ nce fo PJ.E at 1100 on Sunday.
su—umm n.l. Jones, I.A.I.V.l.,hft the ship.

W Slip from WNelson's Pier and
proce: Arun to Jjoin up wi

"Goulburn®” and “Bendigo"
at entrance to Port P and escort for Comnvoy P.V.2

in accordance with C.S5.W.P.S5.F. m T.0.0. 220230 Z September.

The conduct and health of the m;*- Company has
been satisfactory.

s,m.q miles.
3 hours.
i‘ Mtl .

1,524.568 tons.
3.35 miles/ton.

L] = 1§
g
= Ml

Total distance steamed 174,218.1  miles
Total hours under way 12,162.1  hours
Amw 14.3 knots.
Total expended 48, 102.682 tons.

Average consumption 3.6 -:uu/tm.

seamen were exercised in sea boat drill.
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A esseses The Mﬁs Miﬂr' H.M.A.S. /’Bm- - :
B\ﬂ ll--lii M-SIptm M m‘.m wgl ..

TO ¢ecseeees The Rear Admiral in Chlra BM
Copy to: The Suntu'y,lml Board,Melbourne.

SUBJECT .... LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS - lst. to 3lst. August,1943.

Submitted:

te 3 Escorting
« 0800 - Parted

U.S5.5. "George Wash~-

» Shortly after-
wards "George Washington" reported having s an object

| in the water. This was closed and found to be an empty Carley

/ nft; Patrolled in vicinity of rendezvous with U.5.5. "Alta-

W At 1100 sighted "Altamaha",
B on and provided escort to Brisbane. Weather

conditions were but pleasant during the night owing
to rough seas and a strong westerly.

_ ~ Arrived in Moreton Bay and con-
wed up 3¢ River. At 1240 secured outside "Vendetta"
at lo. 3 lmtnd for fuel and provisions.

Yednesda 4 h. August - Thursda 1.Augusts
\longside "Vendetta , 1 00 siipped ad proceeded down river.
At C lnehm'cd oﬂ’ Pile Light nur "Altamaha" . |

0650 ~ Weighed and proceeded a
8[\ W in accordance uith.llul Officer in cnrp

Brisbane's message T.0.0. 050149 Z August.

fthe, Al 1 - ‘.‘ aday.8th. August: Escorting“Altamaha".
partec dec tn sydney to comply with
CSWP.8.F, nnnr 1.0.0. oaom Z st. At 0930 ed
S.85. "lount Helmos". ed identities with U.S5.S.
"Lamson" which was umrti.ng U.S. "Mount Vernon"™ to

600

Sydney. 1310 ~ Secured alongside Kurraba Wharf and took in
fuel and provisions.

0600 - Slipped and roceeded to

- o from Sydney to the Northward in accordance
with ltm officer in ySydney's meesage 7.0.0. 062331 Z
August. Veather dcttrimtod during the day and by 2000 the
wing was force 7 - 8 and a heavy Southerly swell was running.
The Anson providing air cover was forced to return to base.
Green seas bent the shield of the Starboard Midships Oerlikon,
1uuuymmummmunmamma§-ﬂu-

ﬂm““‘i, '

174/36 of 31"&““,1943 and Form A..l“’ m of 10

i
L]

LUE Saa y LY dnesaa e & 1%
Bad wea rﬂm the morning T » August. At 1100
"Cremer" mrhd out practices with lhﬁrt rlngo napau using
boxes dropped by "Stuart" from ahead as targets. At 2100

: pai::.d company and proceeded to rendezvous with M.V. "Klipfont-
e

M _ _ : e S
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3 Owing to poor wvisibility no
E 2 ' fnrtuntyfm”numnmz—
‘vous was made by dead reckoning. There was no s of "Klip-
fmtﬁn'ltthotmmlmdmmnm:-s up and
down for two hours I reported the fact in "Stuart's" meessage
T.0.0. 120100 Z August. I considered it probable that "Klip-
fontein" had been delayed by the recent heavy weatherj; but in
view of the low visibility at the rendezvous,and the fact that
we were running on dead yit was poliihh that we had missed
missed her. "Stuart" patrolled the vicinity of the rendez-~
vous until 1620,when a ship was sighted. This proved to be the
tanker " is" mmmomm t.o L;ng Intill igence kess~
tgn gWad mcr.i what weather she had
hnvugshr- od-'stﬂ-m geas for five days".
A8 "Fenris peared to be loaded with oil,and was %
dmkcmonfumﬁl decided to fill in time by
her towards Brisbane until I received further instructions re-
garding "Klipfontein". Naval Officer in Charge,brisbane's
wessage T.Cr.ﬂ. 120320 Z August ordering “3tmt" to rendezvous
with "Maui" was received at 17333 but 23 this made no reference
to "Klipfontein",and gave no time for the rendezvous with "Maui",
I continued uth “Fenris” until such information should be re-
ceived. At 1830,C.3.W.P.5.F. message T.0.0. 120811 Z LT
-informing me mt "Elipfontein" had been instructed to 1uu
her position,was received. It therefore ap that 1 should
still be r.quir.d to escort "Klipfontein",and as it was unlikely
that a rendezvous could be effected at night, I continued with
"Fenris" pending the receipt of further information. At
NeQul«CoyBrisbane's message T.0.0. 120744 Z,giving the time of
rtmﬂm with "lNaui" was received.

At 0i32,a Radar contact was

o at 17, yardl- Speed was :lnernm %o 18 knots and

course altered "o intercept. A small dark object was sighted

at extreme visibility,but this gradually drew away until it

was lost to sight in a rain squall. Shortly afterwards the

nadar lost contact. I concluded this must be the U.S. Destroyer

"warrington",which was known to be in the vicinity. This was

confirmed on return to harbour. .
As no further information

regarding "Klipfontein" had been received by daylight,I decided
t0 comply with N.O.I.C.,Brisbane's message to rendezvous with
"jaui*. "Stuart's" -n.m T.0.0. 122001 Z August was trans-
mitied to indicate mwy mtmtionzm to relieve any anxiety felt
regarding the safety of "Fenris". I included my position in case
I should still be required for "Klipfontein". The situation was
at last clarified CeSelioP.5.F. message T.0.0. 122049 Z Aug-
ustyon receipt of which I cancelled my previous message and
informed authorities concerned that I was proceeding to rendez-
vous with "Klipfontein™. At 0858 "Klipfontein" was s and
escorted to sbane. At 2155 'Btntrig ‘secured alongs No. 3

l"itlﬂ,lﬂ took in fuel and preovisions.

%% At 1430 slipped and proceeded
rendezvous

" in accordance with N.0.I.C.,Brisbane's
wessage T.0.0. 140239 Z August.

At 1212 "Maul" was sighted

‘ "Stuari” parted company off
reay buoy proceeded to rendezvous wi
'muriek Ainsworth" in accordance with R.0.I.C. Brisbane's
message T.0.0. 140241 Z August.
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"Frederick Ains-
t nm During
unng whether we a gpare
cm As our small scale chart
required,z was ceased temp-
ehn-t transfe by line. It was
received. This diversion was qnit.o a uhm
he normal rather monotonous routine,and,as
de to resume our position ahead, mldnrnbh hurut
& Devy of nurses vwmg to ua rru our consort's

_ _ 8th. August: Parted co
- K re arne: to Brisbane. At identities
rnh 'Vudttu' Anchored off Pile Light for the to

: 08C0 = Proceeded up river and at
"warrego™ at ¥illing Wharf. Commenced
ho:l.hr cleaning on arrival alongside.

with "Frederick

i LLALL S LA BEUSE s Boliler emnl.nl-
W Slipped and proceeded down river ’
0 secure out endetta® at No. 3 Houtud Fuelled. -

: 1230 - hbnrkod Liason Officer,
eu » HoelDe JOB UeSeN.e Surgeon Lieutenant J.D. Isles,

RsA.N.R. left the ship,being relieved s Lieutenant y
Commander D.N.L. 8 y RANR,. vped and M
for exercises with U.S, Euh-ﬂ.nn 'mffar' mﬂ "Bluefish",and /.

P.C. 470, Exercises were being conducted by Comsubdiv 82 in )
-Putrw'. One of P.c. 479's engines broke down off the entrance \
to Pearl Channel,and she anchored in the minefield. “Stuart" re- |
layed & message Cowan Cowan asking hée to move,butshe was =
8till at ancher when we passed.

W "Stuart" exercised with both sub-
8 unt when she was released to rendezvous with 'ﬁu
Snipe" in compliance with W.C.I.C. arum'- mnnﬁ.;.c.o.

421 Z mt and 280541 2 ti A very
t m Sa uﬁ "Stuart's®

was experienced ut Fridey aigh
ncon uumm tc be a ximately twelve miles to the
though visibility was extreme,

mtmm of the exercise area.

we were not located by the R.A.A..F. from ywhich
were to have carried out dumny and dive bomb attacks
at 1200. "Stuart" at tod to hm these aircraft,on Ke/8,
but met with no succees. One Anson & pnrod at 1416, %
and another some Jater,but by this time "Stuart" and "Puffer®
were committed to their nu{ exerclise and "Bluefish" was
able to take avoiding action when attacked. After "Stuart" parted
company, the two submerines rendezvoused with P.C. 478.

: 0206 - Sighted "Sea aup- “hich
was ear re vous,and provided umrt to
t
n ut-sqm '

a
iand. At 1568 N.0.I.C, Erisbane's message T.0.0
detai "Stuart” as escort m u.a.s. "Otus”®

was recelived. At 0400 on Sunday,28th mtmlwm“r
had reported that the density of Numbers two snd three boilers -
Was . mmtrwbhmmlaum.m cloud -

al

tested be

- was still amuthportl
lnl.ttuu ommmtmﬂm'mm.

grouudoé a8 escort for "QOtus"., W.C.I.C.

Erisbane was wemd o ition in "stuart's" mes T.O.G.
3028116 2z A t and sailing "Otug" was deferred. A
on examination and tests uu-ﬂad out is being forwarded. 2 3
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3 At 0730 parted company with "Sea
. we for "Kurumba" in the vieinity of Lady
land,a dummy depth charge attack was carried out and two
_ fired from the light throwers. The sea boat's crew
was then exercised picking G? & lifebuoy. Unfortunately,no fish
were obtained as 2 result the deptih charge explosions.

At 1000 took station ahead of "Kurumba® and escorted to loreton
Bay in accordance with N.O.I.C. Brisbane's message T.0.0. 280009
Z August. Passed Convoy Q L 9 at 1300,"Birchgrove Park" at 1510
and P.C. 469 at 1659.

Da" «
Elliot Is
8 ware

the boller c¢cleaning period
forty eight hours loecal leave was given to each watech and I took
the opportunity to pl{ a short visit to Sydney to discuss plans
of "Stuart's" conversion with dockyard officers,vide N.0.I.C.
Brisbane's message T7.0.0. 190233 Z August. A copy of the plan
lhwing the proposed alterations to "gtuart" wes obtained from the
Naval Constructor,Garden Island,and recommendations are being
forwarded as & result of further discussion with Ship's officers.

This period at Brisbane provided
the first opportunity to ﬂiﬂ ship over all which had oecurred
8ince leaving Townsville February.

Apart from an increase in leave
bre offences during the boiler clean period,the conduct
of the Ship's Company has been good and the hsalti remains very

satiefactory.

Brisbane in its present over-
crowded state offers very few facilities for libertymen from sea-~
[ going ships,and in view of this fact I made enquiries to ascertain
| what suitable agcommodation was available cutside the city,with
 the objeect of gett non-natives away into more healthy sur-

' roundings for their forty eight hours leave.

The lain at "Noreton" ,Cancn
b e Bireh,was of the greatest asslstance on his advice the ship's
Lo | cuﬂw wae recommended to go to the Co tta Rest House in
12tk | Coolangatta. This was within essy reacK of Erisbane,accommodation
uer |7 |was cheap and good,and in edditior to bathing and f£1

shing, beer
|eculd be obtained ~ far more easily than in Brisbane itseLf.
Approximately twenty five per cent of the Ghip's Company took his

| advice,and returned well satisfied.

It is considered that ths estab-
‘lishment in Brisbane of a Naval Wet Canteen or preferadbly & Navy
Heuss,where {ood and sleeping accommodation could alsc be obtained,
would De of the greatest benefit tc the Ship's Companies of sea~
going saipa. Under present conditions it is most difficult for
the libertyman to get his pot of beer in any degree of comfort,if
at all. I{ he is late gettiing ashore,he finds all city bars are
E:thd.m the object of everyone present is to drink as much as
gan get before the beer runs out -~ usua about 1700. After
‘that,he follows the example set by older allied servicemen and
ehanges Lo spirits or wine,genara with unfortunate results,
‘the least serious of which proba absence over leave.

dub ilable,particularly f by & 5 s h:;;.cl -

e were ava €,D cu or use young very

inexperienced ratings who make up such a portion of

preaent day Ship's Companies,it is believed that they would take
full advantage of the opportunity to eat and drink in pleasant
sur where thare wa:s no fear of being accosted by women

.drunken soldiers wanting the price of a meal,or belligerent In.nh
in the same condition.

If some pure
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Total distance steamed ::3: .
Average speed ’ - - »
Total fuel expended 1,535-3 m.lll;/ton
Average consumption 3e .
Total distance steamed (169,108.3 wiles.
Total hours under way ll,“ﬁ-ﬁﬁ z:rt:-
Average urod 1:.3 4 —_— .
Total fuel expended 46,586+ 11 nih'/tnn
Average consumption 3.6 6 .

NEIL A. MACKINNON
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FROM ececcese The Commanding foiﬁw, HoM.A.S5. "Stuart®.
DATE ccenness 3rde. mt, 1543. HEF.NQ. 192/9.

TO eeseveesss The Rear Adamiral in Charge dney .
§ Copy to: The metlrx,l“hsiow, Kelbourne.

o LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS ~ lst. to 3lst. J“]J'M-

0800 Arrived Caloundra sscorting U.2.8.
t0 No. 3 Wharf,lNewstead,foar fusl and prov~

isions. Lieutenant T.R. Fenmner 101{ ship for Sydney on compass=-

ll -
o
'_I
)
'.-Hf
f

ionate leave. 1560 slipped and proceeded to Moreton for ex-
ercises with tug "Heros". "Stuart's" bow touched on leav-
ing,bending of stem post 1y,00 damage to wharf. This
was reported in my letter 6 of Sth. July

ul 1943.
The exercises with "Heros" were confined to Mtro.’l. runs using
star shell and ses t a8 illuminants. Finally, operation
"Raspberry" was carried out from Position "E",with "Heros" rep-
resenting a convoy. The need for flashless cordite, when ill-
th "B* gun, was mosvu a nt. &006 Pro-

Ll

P uminating ahead

nnﬂomu:{l an tanker "N " %o the vicinity of

Lady li:u.ot Island vide N.0.I.C. Brisbane's message T.0.0. 300
661 Z June.

: 1606 Ex identities with H.M.A.S.

av. Parted company with "Nordfold" and returaned

to Moreton anchoring in North ¥%est Channel for one hour to

await U.S5.8. "Nassau".
N Wa 1068 Proceeded,escorting "Nassau" in
o o, ae 5.¥.P.3,F, Message T.0.0. 020187 Z July.
- At 1568 investigated an object ed fine on Starboard bow.

This proved to an empty Carley raft.

Wl e, 0945 Perted aoqaq with "Nassau" and
proce rendezvous with U.S. Transport "Mount Vernon".

During forenoem and afternocon firings were carried out at smoke
bursts and at a buoy target. 1621 Passed Norwegian tanker "Vera".

3 0945 Sighted "Mount Vernon". Weather
ora 2000 and Nount Vernon was requested to reduce
speed to 17 knots. At this speed "Stuart" was still
heavily and the vibration fractured the di-pole receiver of Radar
Type 271. Type 286P was already out of action with a defective
alternator. At Ol10 a partimg heavy unseated the
Felorus on the Compass Flatform its and put the
magter gyro t-cmuy out of action. As "Stuarti" was unable to
maintain 17 knots without risk of more serious M.ui;:'u
vwas cessed and speed reduced to 16 knots,"Mount Vernon® -

e

ing ahead

s m%nﬁlﬂﬁ f&[l Weather gradually improved ?qm

7 . ar-=

E&E-. H’ mtcres 5&&‘3-5&%.1 ﬂ' Hiﬁ#.! % Kurraba

50. 1 Saage Ri0-1.C, Bpinay's amcongs SHIMIS 5 TOiy Pamdtns

Qe o NeODoslCo 5 8 P

Hedgehog trials was received from P.¥.3.,8. on mtﬂw.

This was the first infarmation received that these tr were

. htm,li BOI.Ce 's message T.0.,0. 0401386 & Jm had
not been passed by '#% and was obtained as a hand message after

.
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the ship had secured alongside. The proposed trials could mot be
proceeded with as the electrical circuits of the Hedgehog were
out of action. These had been left in an uncompleted state by

the dockyard when "Stuart" left Sydney on 265th. June and had
been saturated b{ sanin the bad westher encountered on the
YAra worked $a Shaseselreuits Shresgboet iay oiots oo’ oine Dock-
y wor on ze s and comp
their final tests half an hour before "Stuart" sailed next morn-

ing. Lieutenant A.D. Black joined as relief for Lieutenant T.R.
Fenner.

3 0600 Slimd
D.0.,T.M.,Cap LeA+. Spooner, and tain J.A. Armstrong, in
addition to various dockyard and spec

alist officers. The trials
were satisfactory and after transferring officers to Fairmile 213

at Sydney Heads,"Stuart" proceeded as escort to "Katoomba® in
accordance with C.8.W.P.5.F. m.mﬂ.o. 020167 Z July and
N.0.1.C. Sydney's Message T7.0.0. Z July.

3the July - Saturday,lOth 4ys Escorting "Katoomba".
oow G m. ded to Brisbane. 15626 Secured at
3 s Fue and provisioned ship.

No.

1500 Slipped and proceeded to rendez-
vous w 8.8 line" in accordance with ¥.0.I.C. Brisbane's
ues T7.0.0. 1006864 2 J“JJ- d930 Passed F.F.S. "Le Triomph=-
ant" swept channel.

from No. 1 buoy and pro-
These were witnessed by the

Newstead

. : 0812 Sighted "Lurline" and provided es-
cor More arriving at 2100. At 2220 proceeded escorting
Ue.S.8."Dobbin" to vieinity of Cape Capricorn in accordance with
K.0.I.C. Brisbane's iessage T.0.0. 120926 Z July.

GaYddbhie JULY Nesds 2L a4y $ Escorting "Dobbin".
At 0200 sighted "G.M. Livanos". | d company with "Dobbin" and
éscorted "G.u. Livanos" to Brisbane accordance with N.0.I.C.
Brisbane's Me T.0,0., 130104 Z July. 0626 Passed 8ixX L.5.T.8.
0726 Exchanged ntities with H.i.A.S. "Fremantle®.

¢ 0045 Passed H.M.A.8. "Castlemaine" and
COnvoy « ed identities with H.M.A.S. "Goulburn®.

1420 Arrived Brisbane and secured alongsidecNewstead No. 3 Wharf.
Tock in fuel and provisions.

Iriday, 16th. July: Alongside Newstead.

@ : 1010 Slipped and p roceeded for A/S and

¥ cises lioreton Bay. An attempt was made to carry out
dummy Hedgehog attacks,using tug "Heros" as a target. This was not
satisfactory however as "Heros" did not give a enough echo,
and after two runs was ordered to return to har « A Dan buoy
was then streamed to represent a submarine and several runs of
full calibre reduced charge firing carried out. Cruising watches
were exercised in turn, "EBnemy in Sight" being given at a
of about 4,000 yards. 'hu.l practice was most successful and

| firing on whole,including that of the short range wea ’
quite satisfactory. A kercsene tin had been cut to the
shape given in C.B. 4112 (1) and stuck on the end of the Dan buoy .

This made quite a good reflector and could be picked up by Radar
Type 271 just on 4,000 yards,thus mudm an accurate initial
range for the guns. After tha Dan Yy had been recovered, the
boarding party were given imstruction in their “Ipﬁnl,‘lh.‘lﬁh now
include two guns. 1850 Anchored in North West Channel.
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Wl 0930. Weighed and proceeded to rendez-
vous w U.5.8, "Barnes" in accordance with N.0.1.C. Brisbane's
Message T.0.0. 170341 Z. July. 2200 - Passed an empty Carley raft.

: 0924. Sighted U.8.5. "Barnes". Provided
escor (o] s »

. 1420, Secuwred alongside Newstead No. 3
« ok 1 and provisions.

W: 0001. Slipped and proceeded. 0310 - An-
or or ¢8t Channel to await Convoy Q L 3 A.
0630 ~ Weighed and proceeded escorting convoy to vicinity of Lady

Elliot Island,vide N.0.I.C. Brisbane's Message T.0.0. 190419 Z

Wl 0430. Parted company with convoy and
roce © Moreton Bay. 07860 - Exchanged identities with Y.P.
mi 1m 1d¢llt1t.‘|.ﬂl ﬁ“ LIB-T- Hﬁl ﬂn-

1716 = Anchored Skirmish Bank to await U.S. Liason Officer
who was 1.1 brought out by one of U.S.8. "Fulton's" boats.

At 22456,N.0.1.C. Br :I.lbam'l “:ﬁ' 221229 Z July was received
and "Btwt' weighed and proce to Pile Light. Ag the weather

at midnight was ggtd as ~
'“ind S.W.,force 1, Sea and swell 08.'

the reference to the state of the sea being too much for the 45°
motor-boat caused some astonishment! The true reason for the
boat's mam to make the journey to Skirmish Bank was discov-
ered when the 1 n officer,Lieutenant Commander Lewis,U.5.N.,
came on board. Apparently tL coxswain of "Fulton's"™ boat had
no idea where to go after leaving Pile Ligh

t;and,as there was no
muth-mmuammugotBudmud.

En Ay s 0330. Weighed and proceeded to rendez-

 «5+ Submarine "Balao". 0800 - Commenced exercises

.&3 mtinu-d until 1700 when both ships rendez-~voused with

transferred Lo "Geelong",but wins to the state of the sea,

transfer was not carried out and "Stuart" proceeded to htr rendez-

vous with S.S."Mormacsea" in accordance with N.0.I.C. Brigbane's
Message T.0.0. 2006456 Z July.

Wl 1310, Sighted "Mormacsea". Provided es-
cort to Bris Se
_ W: 1733. Secured to Newstead No. 3 Wharf

O LE 11y s Thu ¥ 3 25 . : ide Newstead
nor sngir Ml c-n 8 were ud- and the oppor-
tunityumto c¢lean and paint ship.

2.0,

e It was intended that Lioit.ﬂomﬂu mu;mumtg:

lﬂlﬁ Litut- Gom.ﬂll' '1‘“’.‘!-3!"'

o EY:! gon officer for exercises with U.S5. Submarine
"Greenling". 1340 - Slipped and proceeded. "Greenling" had just
completed firing practices in Moreton Bay and both ships proceeded
in company to the exercise area. Owing to the wide difference in
frequency between transmitters,intercommunication by 3.5/T could
not be established,although "mmw wag able to read "Stuart".
Exercises were carr:l.nd out from 2030 to 2330.

+ Friday,.30th. July: 0800 %0 17.5 - Exercising with "Greenling".
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U.8., Submarines "Albacore" and Stingray" passed dur the
afserncen. 1730 "greenling" proceeded on patrol and "Stuart"
returned to Moreton Bay in accordance with N.0.1.C. Brisbane's
ikessage 290669 Z July.

. Mo H 0050. Anchored in North West Channel.
W}.ﬂn‘h Commander Winter to "Albacore®,which,
with "Stingray",was pasesing on its to Brisbane.

1240 - Weighed and proceeded as escort forc"George Washingtoa®
vide §.0.1.C. Brisbane's Wesssgze T.,0.,0. 880861 Z July. “"George
vashington" was seven bhours late clearing Caloundra.

2167 = Altered course to investigate a radar contact, this was
identified as 5.5."Anson Burlin # which ship was not in-
cluded in the current Shipping Inul.llpm ressage.

~. The two days exercises with submerines

| have been of the test value. In addition to the experience

~7.1 gained in dummy sttacks,all S5.D, © tors now know:what a
mmm-mﬂnmn t8 appreciate how d4diff-
icult a periscope is to pick up.

- The hog practice ammunition rem-
| aining after the eq t trials,was fired on the first days
. | exercises,and al no hits were heard in the submarine
theppattern appeared to fall in close proximity to the
released by it at the moment of firing. The weapon and the
method of attack were observed with considerable interest by
the ilason officers embarked.

The health and conduet of the ship's
company are very satisfactory.

, | On 17th. July 1843, whilst proceeding

o - on on Cruising Turoines the main longitudinal joint of the Star-
board Cruising Turbine developed & leak. Tc prevent further

scoring of the joint feces due to steam ¢ it has been

considered advisabie to steanm on L.P. Turbines since the leak
developed.

Total distance steamed 7,728 miles.

iotal hours under way 644 hours.
Average speed 15.0 kunots.
Total fuel expended 1.905.8 tons.
Averageconsumption 4.0 miles/ton.
SINCE COMMISSIONING - lst.September,l939.
Total distance sleamed 163,146 wiles.
Hours under way 11,437  hecurs.
Average speed i4.2 knots.
Total fuel expended | 45,049.8 tons.
Average consumption | 3.6 miles/ton.

S

NEIL A. MACKINNON
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FROM eeseese The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. "Stuart".

DATE cconses ‘“JW.M- REF.NO. 192/9.
7 | 7O sccececse The Rear Admiral in m&. Sydney.
/ Copy to: The Secretary ,lltll Board, Me .bourne.

Wm seee LETTER OF Pﬂmm, d8t. - 30“- Jm'lm-

- ] Refitt alongside ULestroyer #harf
m in Fi uguk. A/8 Officer,Lieutenant
A, SyRAN .V Reyleft ship mi.ng this period. He was
reliev by Sﬂh-ututm Delis Jﬂm,l.l.'.'.ln

16th. June: warped from Dock to Destroyer Wharf.

W: Completing dockyard work. uLynamo and
carried out.

3 0700 "Stuart" from Ues
%mdﬂ to No. 4 Th.n’mp‘:llill mt‘nm
signature obtained on the range was

oné and J.H. Kohane,R.A.N.R.,

. W iJ'l
Joined L "numuth:'. depth lhmt and nu-u.
2gnd. June: Ammunitioned ship.
&3rd. June:

PP. June s S
nge. 1130 - comple
ard officers,proceeded to sea Radar and
-ut unﬂium evented & full power trial uu; carried
t it was possible to do a short run of minutes
uuﬂ revolutions for 27 knota. These revolutions were maintain-
ed without difficulty and with a reserve of spproximately 25
/ pounds oil pressure. As full power was not attained,no records
Im taken of fuel ¢ tion. The state of the sea (logged as
- ri:ﬁhf.s.n. 't::“ 6) : mint.;tnnd with the surface hd::‘
y because targe Py@ H.D.l.Le.ywas continually be
lost in the t.r « A mldtrabh mt'd water was taken
over d mm-muuthum'ﬁnmck,
vumrintlm tnwmmmmmmmm
mitting Station thro glands of new ohﬂrh leads and
voice u«.mnm wmmr.s.mmamu—
produeuu Equipmen Radar Type 286 P out of sction. This
was "M‘d o I-Q-I-C w in oy signal T.0.0. 240640 Z
June. whilst at sea a practice round was fired from 'B' and 'X°
guns and all close range weapons were tested.

On return to harbour at 1600 "Stuart"
secured to No. 4 buoy and t M up with fuel and provisions.
The dockyard carried out work on the leaks referred to and a
new Type 286 P was fitted.

"Vendetta® and I attended a cnﬂrm
on board U.S8.5. “Dobbin" at 1700. s

De-permed. Tuned and calibreted Kadar.

nm.ﬂmﬂuﬁnﬂ'
\g Radar and
Trials.

« After
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m: At 0!00 slipped l:!zmomd out of
company with "vtm.tta' t.n es U.5.5."Dobbin" to
Bruhn in accordance with I.O.I.('.' Sydney's meseage T.0.0.
240807 Z June.

Ms At 0626 dropped one depth charge for ex-
ercise.

At 0450 anchored with "Vendetta™ in More-
n .a.s.vnom- continued to Erisbane. Weighed at 0710
and prmadcd with “Vendetta" to escort U,.5.5. "Henry T. Allen"
to & position off Ledy klliot Island,vide C.5.W.P.S.F. 231111 Z

June.

BT, naney 7. ALISIE: TEteares prossesed. Sieramsentl
w "Henry T. N proce ep

at 22 te for Brisbane to refuel in order to ly with

comp
CeSeWePS.F. me T.0.0, 2606564 Z June. At 0340 Type 271 re~
rted an echo on the port bow. As I had no warning of any ships
ing in the viecinity,l ordered the Hadar to “Hold",went to
Mtim Stations,and dm-d course to investigate. A few minutes
later two dark objuu were sighted which loohd extremely like
submarines on the surface..l challenged the rear vessel several
times but received no reply. uupi.to remerks from bridge per-
"sonnel to the effect that "They were two ~~--- subs" I did not
feel satiefied in my own mind,and illuminated the vessel with
my searchlight. Even then it was a few moments before 1 was con-
vinced that it was not a submarine and rec ged it as a L.C.I..
Several other objects were then sighted so I switched off my
searchlight and resumed course for Brisbane. We had run into a
very s out convoy consisting of 2 5.C.8,3 L.S. 'r.i, 3 L.C.1.8
and 3 A.P.C.8., It was a most uncomfortable to realise =
how close I had been to ﬂn firezbut the si tte of a
L.C.l. on & dark night may easily be confused with that of a sub~-
j marine,and the situation is made no easier if it takes no notice
of a challenge. I reported this episode to ¥.0.I.C. Brisbane on

miulr

At 1521 secured alongside No. 3 Newstead
“harf and took in oil,provisions and water. 1740,"Vendetta"
secured alongside.

Rﬁ% 0700. Slipped and proceecded to rendez-
vous w S8, "Nassau".

%ﬁu 0704. Sighted "Nassau" and took sgtation
| screen. At 1420 A/S gear was out of action for th.irv
minutes. At 1520 it failed m:ln and 1t looked as though the
fault could not be rectified. I reported these bruﬂu to
“Nagsau" and after the second,proposed that 1 muld a signal
giving our position mum and speed at 1600,in the hopes
that "Vendetta" t be able to come out and give A/S protect-
| ion for the last part of the voyage. "Nessau",with her flight
deck stacked with “Lightnings",seemed to be too valuable to leave
unprotected. "Nassau" concurred with my propon but a2 few min-
utes after the message had been encyphered,my A/S was in working
order again and there was no need to transmit.

The health and nﬂuﬂt of the Ship's Com-
pany remain satisfactory. Unfortunately large numbers of
dockyard workmen on board until almost {h l2agt moment,there was
no oppertunity to have a spatisfactory c¢lean out of th mess
decks before the ship sailed. The uductim in complement vide
Naval Board message 011.313 Z June has helped a little to
conditions on board,but these will not be really satisfactory
until the proposed nmrum has been completed.

S — = i e e s’ et —
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The ship has still to sw for adjustment
of compasses,as this could not be fitted in after De-gaussing.

The installation of the 650 K.¥W. turbo-
generator and the completion of the many outstandi
Room defects has made & great difference to the ef

ning of the ship.

cient run-

Ragar @ 271 is a great asset and it is
hoped that there will soon an opportunity to do some Low
Angle firings,so that the efficiency of the Unit L 17 may be

tested.
| The He is still lacking its ammunition
and the stabiliser unit,wi which an accurate attack cannot

/g P

Total distance steamed 1,910 miles.

Total hours under way 118 hours.

;‘ Average speed 16.2 knots.
Total fuel expended 549 tans. -
Average consumption 3.48 miles/ton.

__-;I
l'\j'@ -

i I = B

Total distance steamed u&.m miles.

Total hours under way 10,923 hours.
Total fuel ex e
. ns .
Average consumption : 3.6 miles/ton.
\
% WEIL A. MACKINNON
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~ From-. . The Commanding Officer, H

Date @nd. June,1943  Reference No. 193/ 9.

---------------------------------------------------------------

To The Rear Admiral in Charge, Sydney.
The Somt’ii‘;’y’,liﬁl Board, ”Himaﬁii-

%{.%z_!&li i400. Slipped from No.4 Buoy and proeudcd to
tzroy Doeck, Cockatoo Island.

2nd, to 9th, May: In Fitzroy Deck, refitting.
%_m: 1330. Undocked and warped alongside Destroyer
W . e

10th. to 31st. May: Refitting alongside Destroyer Wharf.

H}i‘ The !‘irlt lanl Member,Sir Guy Royle and the
al in Charge

tueommitd by Staff Officers,
walked around the uppar duk é the afternoon.

The health and conduct of the Ship's Company
remains satisfactory. On the completion of fourteen days leave
to each wateh opportunity has been taken to send ratings to
Balmoral for short courses for substantive rates and

to the various taehnieal sciiools for training and refresher
courses.

S Details - L. to 8 3e

pistance steamed 163,612  miles

Hours under way 10,805  hours
Average speed 14.2 knots
Total fuel expended 42,591 tons
Average consumption 3.6 miles/ton.

KEIL A. MACKIENON

ENG. & CONST. ¢
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i s innanis m Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S:*Staart".
DATE cevscnas ﬁth-m,lﬂﬁ- REF.NO. 192/9.

4 ssssesgdresy The Hear Admiral in Charge, Sydney.
J&M Copy to: The Ewntarx,!tvul Board, Melbourne.

seees LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS - 1st. to 30th. April,1943.

Arrived at Sydney escorting U.S5.5. "Nizar",fuelled
Bay and secured to No. 1 buoy at 1320. cmt.on-
cdin- notice tcr stecam at 1800,as duty destroyer.

{FMS At lio. 4 buoye. =
E-

argepori At 0400 slipped and proceeded to rendezvous with
gastie Section of Convoy C.O. off the "Nobby's". At 1318,
mnged identities with "Deloraine". Shortly after meeting

ywho had out the Sydney Section of the Con-
m,hi armed w2 that his Port had broken down and that
he was retu to harbour. "Nildura" was ordered N.O.I.Cs
Sydney to take his place. Dur the first dog wateh,"Tai Yin's"
gear was mt ¢f action for ten minutes. =

the

It is considered that the searchlights
Defences at Port Kembla may endanger Convoys passing on the
ships in convoy were notice-

‘ :Lmu- route. Even at that iitum
ably silhouetted by the glare of these l:lﬁu.

- 0360 - "mildura"” joined convoy.

0880 - "Tal Yin" experienced more steering trouble.
4168 = "Talune" detached for Tasmania.

Convoy straggled badly during the night and the two
ty 8 = "Thomas Kearns" and "Juan de Fuca" - detached . .
themselves without orders,lefore dawn. Exchanged convoys with
F.S. "Le Tri " at o%mﬂu.rung over Convoy C.C. 85.
Lttuhdom a ;g““ dropped torg;t;.; e:un
at and one de charge set eet. Con~
ﬂ[s’ tact was later classified as Non-Sub.

%ﬂ At 1850 a small fire broke out in the Ship's Gal-
was reported in ay letter No. 211/7 of l4th. April. ..

;:rf’/!* e e

At 1935 secured alongside Cil ¥Wharf Garden Island
eight hours notice to allow repairs to be carried
out .t.n accordance with "Stuart's"” message T.0.0. 060258.
4.7" Gun's ecrews went to loader drill at the Gunm-
School,woolloomooloo. A Sub-Lieutenant H.

BJIM ReAJNR. (S) Joined from “umu“
‘h*m. %% I attended Ilutu-'; Conference in N.C.5.0.'s Off-
\ eg at > O

tarboard broke down during the forencon.
spares were available on Garden Island,but after examination
1t was du.tdod that satisfactory r

:mmuo:rmn

board within a few hours and that 1 = the very un-
:umx:mmmmu-uwum Jhé':r;%im'

. "Nepal® took : tmr:? tzig:rth nlcnz:.tnd“li: 1730 joined ith
S 8 €. Q w
Newcastle Section which had been brought down by e - 4

Before sailing from Sydney Lieutenant W.E. #ilne R.&.H.ﬂ'.ﬂ. ;u
discharged to "Rushcutter®. ; ’

g o —

ENG. & ¢

# ' g 3 : k .L: .
P A1 . | <U VIAY 1943 .
- O }L“? [,{.\ O i“ BRAN_LH i

R T o : -
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W: Carried out Rangefinding and Inclination exercise
w cemskerck” (which was providing cover for the convoy)

whilst "Stuarti” = in hu' screening peosition. At 1430 rec-
- eived following by V/5 from "Iron Knob" -

"Have just received following message by W/T on abeout 5§75
metres -
888 Y T D U torpedced 135 Cape Howe 1°.

m ﬂ-ﬂ:T-

As nothing lad been heard on 500 K/cs or "Bells"
W/T silence was broken and this information passed to Belconnen
on Ship Shore wave and to other ships oruemmcmw
V/S. A reply was also mads later to N.0.I.C. Sydney's aessage
T.0.0. 110616« The sutilated distress ns referred to in this
signal was not originated by "Stuart". "Heemskerck™ pro-
ceeded ahes&d and identified smoke nm«l li coming from Convoy
0.C. 86. At 1900 a ship,presumed to be "Moresby" was sighted pro-
ceeding north.

%ﬂ During the forencon further Rangefinding and In-
mmim were carried out with "Heemskarck®™. "Heems-

kerck" left the convoy off Wilson's Promontory and proceeded to
ke lbourne. )

nélﬁ Exchanged convoys with "Docmba" and _ with
0.C. which included "Bungaree". At 1115 :ldlntitiu
with "mu' and at 1320 with "Kybra®™. At 1654 "Bungaree" ,who m
lign!gm astern of convoy was reported te have a mnncl

ered "Bundaberg"” to remain with the convoy &nd proceeded num
speed to close. At 1608 " dropped three depth charges |
and then rejoined convoy. A deliberate search was carried out imn =
the vicinity of the position in which the 8 had been dropped .
and although a good contact was cobtained,it was definitely con~
sidered to have Non 5S5ub characteristiecs, nd no further charges
were dropped. The water about Wilson's Prmntm seems to be par-
ticularly rich in Non Sub echoes.

: At 1130 "Bundaberg® hoisted the Black Pendant and
rvarés dropped one @ c‘ontlet was then lost and
could not be regained. At 1830 "Ta " hoisted N.U.C. lights,
but fifteen minutes later was able to proceed ahead at 12.5 lmetl
1o regain her position in the convoy.

o Apriis A% 0810 passed Convoy C.0., 88. At 08568 stopped to
Ipc crew of Anson Aireraft D.J. 141 which made a fareed
}1 in the sea about one mile off my port bow - 103 degreea 14 |
- miles from Point Perpm.ieuhr The airecraft ap to be float-
| ing guite comfortably,and "Bungaree" suggested he might effeet sal-
| vage. 1 did not consider however thet the risk was justified in
11’1" of a recent torpedoing in this vieinity. "Stuart" oroceeded

40 rejoin the convoy as soon as poesible. I Ill confirmed from

' the relief A/S aircraft that t.h- position of D.J. 141 had been re-

;part.ad W the R.A.A./". Dase at Hu'lrl,lnd I congidered that If the

‘alrcraft remained afloat long enocugh salvage could be carried out

- from Jervie Bay. The aircrait solved the probhl by sinking at

4002+ Of the rescued crew,the pilot had received severe lacerations

ahcat the head,the observer was completely unharmed and the Vire-

lesa Air bu.nmr was injured internally. His condition gave cause

for considerable anxiety during the afternoon and a blood tramns-

fusion was found to be necessary. Owing to the fairly heavy South

Vesterly swell s"Stuart's” zigzag had Lo be ceased te

rarily whilst this ﬂ‘um was carried out. As soon as "Ya .

arrived to relieve “Stmt" I proceeded ahead and anchored in Nid-

dle Harbour. After transferring the aircrew to a waiting motor-

boat "Stuart" we and rejoined the Convoy proceeding with the
.- : Newcastle Section to that port. Entered harbour after the convoy
and secured alongside "Springdale” at King's Wharf.
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Wl 0710 - Proceeded with Newcastle Section of Con-
voy C.0.20 in compeny with 'Iu,urut“ . Turned over convoy te
"Warrnambool® in the vieinity of Sydney &nd entered harbour.
after fuelling as suwrirabs Point secured to No.4 buoy. Enfimcr
usieutenant A.V. Burke,R.A.N.R.(8) joined as relief for Lieutenant
Commander (E) N.hA.C. Leteh.

MI AL No. 4 buﬂy-
19th. Aoril: Al §o. 4 buoy - dutly destroyer.

Wl At 0530 on zZlst.April "Stuart” elipped
and proceeded o rendezvous with "Duntroon® in accordance with
N.C.I.C. Syéney's message T.0.0. 190660, From 1600 the weather be-
gan to deteriorate and ¢t 0237 on 2lst.April after geveral rolls
of over &6 degrees ic¢ port with the ship hanging rather alt the end
of each roll,l eonsidered the present course ¢ be unsafe,partic-
ularly ag we had no port propellor, The ghip was turned into the
wing and sea and W/T silence was broken to transmit message T7.0.0.
201800. At 0800 on the 22nd. the barometer reading was 992,the
wind Force 8 from Vest North West and the sea was logged as 67.
At 1200 the barometer staried to rise and speed was ually in-
crecsed 10 comply with CT.3.W.P.8.F. message T.0.0. 210614, At 1500
/on 23rd.april U.8.5."Eeraltage” was sighted fifteen miles to the
| South Bast and "Stw ri" touk up position shead rolling heavily
' whilst so doing as the wind was still blowing force 7 - 8 from the
| Soull West, Sea 656. From 2300 the wind and sea dropped and life on
.~ board became wore comfortable after & very unpleasant seventy two
- hours. The Engine Room Staffl in particular were subjected to mcst
diffieult conditions due to the large amount of bilge water in all
comparirents, Owing to the insdequacy of the Fire and Bilge pumps,
this necessitated the use of steam ejectors whenever this was
poasible. The Tiller Flat and Cable Locker were meking water and
water had saturated and put out of action the Director Firing
Circuits and R.D.F. motor. Apart from the above,damage caused was
. comparatively s t. The midships Cerlikons were strained and
\ shielGs vent double. Batileries in battery room were broken,S.K.E.
. amplifier damsged. Five 4.7" projectiles from ready use stowages
. at "A" and "B" guns,two seramble nets and the collision mat were
| lost g‘i’t:boll‘d and the whaler's davite and several stanchions
were Denv.

%Wa Entered Port Philllp and proceeded io Welson Pier
amstown to fuel. As it was expectied the ship would return to
Sydney on eompletion of fuelling,vide C.3.W.P.S.F. megsage T.C.0.
EOMG# "Stuart's" gessage 7.0,0. 232000 was transmitted on arrival
in Por{ Phillip and arrangements made 1o send on leave all Victor-
ian,South Australian and Tasmanian ratings who could be spared.

g%mm: Alongseide Nelson Pier,Ship's Company employed in
dry out ship and making good defectis caused by heavy weather.

s At 1100 slipped from Neleson Pier and proceeded to
escort U,.S.8. "Hermitage” to position "A" vide C.5.W.P.5.F. mess~
.-g. TlOlol 3509&5-

_B_M: Parted company with U.5.8. "Hermitage" at 0437
;?ﬂ roceeded at 21 knots for Sydney. C.B.W.P.8.F. message 7.0.0.

orcering "Stusrt"xto provide additional escort for Co
Q.C. 9l was received at 1146. U.85.8. "Chanticlear" was passed of
Wileon's Promontory at 1900 and by 2300 "Stuart" was in position
ahead of 0.C. 91,"Bundaberg" and Kalgoorlie® being on Starboard
and Port beass respectively,and "Bingera" astern.
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2s yoril: Escorting Conveoy 0.C. 91 to mdl.
£ period an increasing amount of irouble was
; tmd with machinery and when ¥.0.I1.C. Sydney's mes 'r.n.o.
290425 waa rmivu I r?ntun.v ¢ame tc the conclusion that
"Stuart” was no long real value asg an escort and in-
formed ¥.0.I1.C. s;my uuﬁugly-(stumw message T.0.0.
290700). Conditions on board were then as followsi~ Distiller
putp broken down and cpsre boilers being run down to make up for
| water s o Port dym (Kelly and Lewis) completely out of
| @etion. Owing to continuous overloading the Starboard dynamo
would only run on minimum loadj; this necessitated swite of £
D.G.,ventilation ud nll but unn'nul t ;lllml.n-
| nim cirecuits a gune were out of ion anﬂ
communications ury pcur. n.n.r. searchli

_/

te
-u ¥/T could
net be used without putting the dynamo beu'd and sc los-

ing the use of Asdic. This had sctuslly occurred three times

- duar the last twenty four hours. In addition,the ship had beaen
. forced to stop for varying periods up to ten nhutnu oen four

. recent occasions. This was pnnnu.urly muumg at night,

. when in the path of the anwo{; Entered harbour after Syéney

. Seectlon and secured to No. 4 buoy at 2330.

M: A% No. 4 buoy. De-ammunitioning and prepar-
. or docking.
The health and conduct of the Ship's Company

has hun good. 1 Muidur the Engine Hoom Department m deserv-
ut t praise for the way in which they have carried
thtir duties uadur very considerable difficulties.

acl.)

Distance stecamed 5,928 miles.
Hours undar way 483 hours.
Average epeed 11.68 knots.
Tetel fuel expended 1,350 tons.
Average corsumption 4.1 miles/ton
Distance steamed 153,612 milea.
Hours uander way 10,8086 hours.
Average speed _ 14.2 knots.
Total fuel expended 42,5681 tons.
Average conswaption 3.6 miles/ton.

MEIL A. MACKINNON
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e RO 3 ing Officer, H.M.A.S."Stuart",
__.ﬁ"'". h -' -. h ' ﬂ esee l-l-l .e uth-mth'lm. ﬂl’-fﬂ- 192/0

TO sevsevveces The Hear AdmiralinCth a
Copy to: The Secre gl!lmral M, Melbourne.

SUBJECT sevss. LETTER OF PROCEEDINGS -~ 22nd.January to 3rd.March,1943.

Submitieds

At 1800 on Friday,22nd January,I asgumed command
of H,M,4.8."Stuart", "Stuart® was alongside n. 1l Rier at Towns~
ville earrying out tuu and repairs to main and auxili steam
systems conssquent on her Maidmt in 'B' Boiler Koom.

W: i was taken by the Naval Officer in Charge %0
vigit Keceiving Slation of the Townaville W/T Station. I was
much impressed with the general layout and the accommodation pro-
vided for the station's crew.

: Tesis and repairs were completed and at U8I4 ship
wasg Hportud ready for service and came to four hours noiice.
I hod arranged to sail for Chalilenger Bay in compaay with U.5.85,
"Patterson* carrying out exercises en route and joining up with
Task Force 44.5 for further exercises uatil "Stuari® was required
for escort duties. I felt that after her protracted stay alonr-
side everyone on board was in need of a good blow through and
change of scenery. waor‘unfurtmtuly this was not to be, as
wh.n turning in the basin 's" stern col
of &n Amer: diberty ship “Henry Degrborn”. Owing to
weather conditions and the fnt that the ship was awkwardly placed
for returning nlomi.dt 1 continued out of harbour. Examination
of the showed the stern to be buekled,the starboard depth
charge chute bent and ihe ship to be ma nnr in the T.‘l-l-].‘l'
Flat. Damage was reported to the Naval Officer in Charge h{nl
nal and as the water had found its level, I continued to C
lenger Bay in the hopes of getting lull‘lm- from "Hobart".
"Patierson” meanwhile,aiter enquir ir hc could be of any asse

istance,had rnnuﬁod to Challenger ndently. “Stuart”
uriud in ilenger Bay after dark and m d near “Hobart",
it was blowing and ra hard. I went on board "Hobart" and

afiar consultaiion with the Captain and Engineer Officer it was
decided thatv the weather was teo bad to allow "Stuart” to lay
alongside l«ml in order that“"Hobart's" pumps might be used,and
uld return to Townsville.

"Stuart" weighed Ind prnndod sum
by aa hour owing to . -
the Engine Hoom. Secured along emmd er-
1§ out repairs. In order to rmln the nlm clear of the water
depth aharsu and heavy gear aft were taken forward,and oil
pumped out of the after tanks. The ha® bour board diver went

gwn and reported that no damage had been done to screws or rud-
ers.

ary: Alongside undergoing repairs.
3 y Raid Hed was sounded and short range
A.A.. umnl were manned. The All Clear went ten minutes later.
I Delieve there were indications of an unidentified 'oplane over
Palm Island. At 1400 on 3rd.February repairs were compdeted and
8hip was reported ready for service and came to four hours notice.
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Mh%: Slipped at 1930 and proceeded to rendezvous with
con itzroy 1island. Convoy tmiatad of S.8. "Canberra®
(Commodore - Vaptain K.C. Garsia,R.A.N.) and “Jason Lee". Weather
on passage to Fitzroy Island was mt unpleasant.

| %: Convoy was three hours late at rendezvous owing

%0 de leaving Cairns. Shortly after passing tarcuga Grafion
Passage a contact was obtained. The black pendant was hoisted and
Commodore carried out an emergency turn very smarily. The contact
proved to be noa=-sub and convoy resumed its mean course.

- ! Secured outside "Canberra" at Goverament Wharf
ort Moresby and took in fuel and water. Before entering harbour
"Stuart* acted as target ship for dummy torpedo attacks carried
out by Bsaufort airarm. s also provided useful training for

erews nt shox't n.ng‘ pons. At slipped and proceeded with
“"Canberra“ for Grafton Passage.

W' A% 0800 weather and visibility deterioraisd and
iculty was erienced in picking Eueten beacon. Abcut
this time a si was intercepted on Ke/s saying that "Van
Den Bosch" had grounded near Green Island. When Euston Beacon was
eventually sighted it was found that the comvoy had been 8¢t
about 16 miles to the southward. "Broome" escoriing S.5%"Janssens"
and “Van Len Bosch",which had been able to get off without dam-
age,were passed in Grnftm Passage at 1000. "Stuari" then parted
company with *Canberra” and proceeded to Towneville,bertihing
alongeide Noe« 1 Pler at 2148.

W: Slipped at 1600 and proceeded to Challenger bay
%0 embark fresh provisions and stores from "Merkur'. Task lorces

44 .5 and 44.7 were pll“d en route. Whilst alo .1ﬂ. "Harkur"

irs were carried out on the exhaust pipe t,:-_em the di _‘,i...lar
EW which Ea_.d fractured owing to the v

ion gaused by the

_gg e visit to "Merkur" was a most wclcome oune as the

ardroom hld ran out of beer towards the end of Janusry. It was
also possible to obtain fresh lettuce,the first - had scen since
Joinin.g the ship. At 1840 proceeded to rendezvous with Convey
T.N.35 off ritaro roy Island,this was made at 0700 anexl day. The coa-
voy congsisied of "Stuart® a.nd “Glenelg™ @8 escorti and S.3."Fran-
cis Lewis® (Commodore - Captain R.C. Garsia,R.A.N.¥{G.v. W,
“Yan per Lyn*,“Joseph Holt","Macumba®, "ﬁomﬂl Verspijek" and
»ijontoro¥ (Viu-(:umdon). Thc ﬁrlt tlree ships and "Glenelg"
were destined for Fall River and the remainder m.- Port loresby.

signals referring to the possibility of meelinyg Japanese sub-
marines had been received during the night and & parapiuasged ver-
gion of these messages was passed to the Comamodore and Viece-
CownoGore. & report of a ¢yclone in the Coral Sea was also passed
and from the weather experienced on the trip it would uppnr that
the convoy must have skirted its North Western edge. "lacumbs"
experienced great difficulty in keeping up during the first cay
despite the famet that the speed of advance was only 8 knois,and
the Commodore changed her station - as leading ship of ths port
wing - with “Joseph Holt". Eo"ur during the nighl sne made
great efforts and when the dawn um she was leading the field
by several lengths. This must have exhausted her siokers because
from then on she was always lagging behind.

%; The weather dc orated towards the end of the
mo and heavy rain squalls became more &nd more fre-

quent. This,combined with a nhort heavy swell from the liorth West,
ndn conditions very unpleasant. Our escoriing Cstalina had had
enough by 18500 and s that it was returning to base. The
convey was due to split at 2200,but in view of the weather and
the way in which the mqu nu strung out,I decided it would bhe
better to split in daylight and & signal “l made to the CommO-
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dore to that effect. Hain squalls then inilerfered wiih commun-
ieations until juet before dark when the Commodore reported that
the earge in the "G.W. kicRary™ had shifted and that she mould

not steer for Fall River as the wind and sea would be on her beam.
He proposed that she should join up with the rort Moresby section.
I concurred with his prope and as “Montoro" and his party had
already altered course signalled their course &nd speed to the
Commodore for the information of "G.W. McRary“. An extremely
heavy squall then reduced the visibility to NIL and I steered to
try and pick up the ship so that I ¢ould lesd her around. After

a fruitless search this plan had to be abundoned and I returned
to my wn part of the convoy. I expected to sight the "G.W. Me-
Rary* at dayiight but there was no sign of her and & signal was
passed to Naval Officer in Charge,Port lioresby by V/s thre
Ms Alir Kscort,informing him that. this ship might be procee
Port llnrub: :I.ndtpmdont]a Captain Garsia told me when I next
38w a fortnight later,that the "G.W. MeRary" had refused to
leave |} He was hnuww unable %o pass this inforaation on at
the time because of the weather.

¢t A fresh North West wind and moderate sess made it
ossible 1o maintain 8 knois and speed was reduced to allow
"Macumba" and “General Verspijck" %o kup up. An 'Amending s d!
was passed thro our A/8 Alr Escort but I discovered on arrival
that this had not been delivered. It was apparently hupg up in
the Air Force Signal Distributing 0ffice.

;%&m: Several emergency turng were carried out by "Mon-
to at dawn,prior %o ruﬂm.ﬁ m on British Seacon. These were
anything but auaaum and ps ared Lo have very little idea
23 %o wnat they should do, After m ering harbour "Stuart" secured
outside "Nontore"” at Governument Wharf and took in water and fuel.
At 1400 slipped and proceeded for Grafton Passage with 5.5. "Port-
mart, The voyage was uneveniful except that " ortmer' disiin-
guished herselfl by making good twe knots more tlun her declared
speed. Alfter passing through Grafton Passage " proceeded
independantly to Townsvills,securiag alo ai&ﬁ éff 1630 on 16th.
february. Sub-Lieutenant S-Etranga A.8.4.C, mwmillo who was
regovering from dengue,spent nhils eiﬁi laave in "Stuart" ua a
passenger on this trip. His health appearocd to benefit very con-
siderably from the change and he picked up quite a lot of useful
knowledge regarding Armament Stlores from sy Gunuer (T).

¢ Salled for Dunk Island &t 0600 with wail for
ask Forece 44.5 and "Merkur", Thence to Ceirns. Ship anchored in

the river until 1846 when she secwred alongside “Platypus" and
rwmm to elght hours notice for three daye.

mh?m_w: At Cairns. The weatherr wae very humid
M Aokt @BG Trom the 20th. 1t rained heavily every day.

*"-"‘ca’f“-"-“ eSth.Februapry: Slipped at 0716 and procecded to Townsville.

rmm n_Crawford,Commanding Ufficer York Force,Major Hardy,
u.n.u.v.n.,m the Erigadur‘l éog,a fox
terriar biteh, took anln ge in the ship. 1356,exchanged icnntiticl
with COMDESUV'4 off Palm Island and &% 1400 4 depth charge was
d:apgg for exercise. Secured alongside “"Warramnga® at u. 1 Pler
at 1 "

our
to

%qu Slipped and proceeded at 0718 to escorti Convoy
l:.z “Chvllan Abbt" "David Buehnell","Janssens",
-umﬁﬂz "

"Henry Dnrhora" towards Er.-iam. "warr

followed "Stuart" out af harbour and anchored in Cleveland Bay.

. "Vendetta"™ and "Arunta® then entered harbour and secured alo
After clearing the channel the ine Room repeoried I:noakiﬁ(
the Port Low Power Turbim. Ship anchore Bay %o

ide.
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make further investigations and it was decided that there were
str muatiou of g this turbine. I informed the
e accordingly and then landed with the Eng-
ineer Orﬁm to report in more detail as it had been intended
that "Stuart” should leave the convoy as convenient and bring in
U.S. Transport “Frederick Funston" to Brigbane from a position to
the eastward. These orders were cancedled,"Geelong” took over es-
cort of Convoy T.S. 17 and "Stuart” mmd at anchor until the
Port Sheft was disconnected for trailing. "Stuart* then sailed
for Brisbane on one shaft.
In the afternoon of Sunday 28th.February an Enr-

¢ise 'Help' message was transmitted uith only fair results. A
full report has been forwarded in my letterf No. 113/8 of 3rd.

odiarch,1943. U.S.5."Patterson” was passed off Caloundra
at 1920 and "Stuart" anchored in North West Channel at 1947,
whilst at anchorxorders were received to escort S.5."Bantam”™ and
H.M. Tanker "Bighopdale" to Sydney. “Stuart® weighed at 05647 on
lst.March when “Bantam* arrived in North West Channel from llh-
bane,and proceeded with her down the searched channegl."Ges
and convoy were met off Cape Morton at 1100 when"Bis
was detached and taken under my orders. "Stuart”,"Bantam™ and
"Bishopdale” proceeded to Sydney on the Blue Route. A8 no E.T,A,.
Sydney was received from Naval Officer in Charge m':l.lbm. w/T
uhmaun broken at 2023 on 2nd.March and E. passed direct
to V H D on 426 Kc¢/8 on Low Power. "Stuart® ueur-d to No. 2
buoy at 0830 on 3rd.March.

with the exception of two cases of dengue and two
of relapsed malaria the health of the Ship's Comp has been ex-
ullmt. bengue is very prevalent in Townsville at 8 time of
the year and we n{nht mu:ldtrod lucky to have escaped with only
two uu Egging n mind the weeks spent alongside in that Port.
buring t period conditions on board were very trying owing to
the heat but :I.n spite of this and the lack of social amenities
ashore, tfu conduct of the Ship's Company has been excellent,and,
nlth.ough there was a certain amount of nervousness amongst {ho
Engine Hoom Staff,when the ship first went to sea after the ace-
ident in 'B' Boiler Room,the morale has remained high.

The ship is badly in need of a2 refit in which to
make good a large number of minor defecte complete outstanding
Alterations and Additions and effect repairs to the Port Low
Power Turbine and buckled stern. It is considered that the latter
takes about termediate speeds

A& to 2 knots off the speed at in
W | speed,owing to the increase of skin
iction occasioned by the crin{hd surface under the counter.

Steaming Details - to 3rd.March,1943 (Inecl.)
From 22nd. January,1943 (Incl.):

Distance steamed sscoscscscsseses 5,235 miles.

Hours under "3 SRsNsBRABRBERORRRES 387 hours

*'.r“. .”.‘d ( E N EEE N NSEESENNEHSNSEBHNHNI®N. 13‘5 mt.l

Total fuel .Ip.m.d seescssssenee 1’35.1 tons.
Average ﬂﬂ“Wtion tecvsnecsenne 3.9 lihi/tﬂh

- Since Commissioning, lst.September,1939:

Total distance steamed -u--n--m,mﬁ miles.
Total hours under WAY eeccessseee 10,128 hours.,

Average 8peed ccccvcssccccssvsnse 14.3 knots.
T@t‘l fﬂili lﬂ.ﬂ (FEEEEEENNENN. ww“mli
Average ennnmptinn sessscessens 3.6 miles/ton.

NEIL A. MACKINNON

S— e —
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M-lﬁ- Wﬂ- H;“-A-E > ot

C/ﬁ G.P .0 .
27th.August, 1942,

CONFIDENTIAL

The Rear .dmiral in Charge,Sydney.

desing Copies to: WW'
The Naval Officer in Chsrge,Brisbane.

| 1 have the honour to submit the following
Letter of Proceedings for the period from Friday 7th.
August to Thursday 27th.August,1942,

e The weather has been gener good. Had
anything but good weather favoured the operations it
would not have been possible for H.M.A.S."Stuart" to
'utch up' with the programume.

3. Having arrived from escort duties of
"West Cactus",vide "Stuart's" 192/9 dated m.mgn
and secured to oiler "British Sailor" 11e
7 @“ht at 1980/7 August,l.M.A.5."Stuart" proceeded at 2400
&Ft 10 escort M A 2B 2 with H.,M.A.5.*GOULBURN"
Stuart's" orders. Three convoys were escorted gube
. nqmnw as follows:

CONVOY TIME OF DEPARTURE TIME OF ARRIVAL REMARKS .
FROM CALOUNDRA HEAD AT POSITION 'Y' IN
CAPRICORN CHANNEL

A2B2Z2 0300K/8th.August 2200K/9th .August Necessary to
10 ships return at

28 knots.
A3B3 2000K/ 10th .sugust 1200K/12th.August Necessary to
7 ships - return at
28 knots.
A4 2000K/ 13th.August 1200K/15th.August Convoy
& ships saliling
delayed.
L On return of H.M.A.S5."Stuart" to Caloundra

Head at 28 knots after

completion of escort of convoy
A 3B 3 it was anti ted that convoy A 4 would be met
. With H.N.A.5."Gee in lioreton Bay. H.lk.A.S."Geelong"
~ was at anchor in North Hast Channel and stores and pro-
visions which she had t from Brisbane were trans-
ferred to "Stuart* by about 22380K/18th.sugust. As advice
had been received that convoy A 4 had been delayed
"Stuart" then anchored in North Zgst Channeljbut I{ 0700
_,, &/ 14th.August,hoping that assistance might h afforded

0 {m weighed and proceeded,setting course

N On arrival,H.M.A.3."Stuart” closed S.5.
"Mi (Commodore's shi 5 and asked by when

\H eonvoy would be naq;r to sail. The lutnr atated that
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he could not steam the ship with safety owing to young
and inexperienced firemen who were actually young Naval
Stokers many of whom had never been to sea before.

6o A party from H.M.A.S."Stuart" boarded
*Anhui* under Lieutenant Commander (E) Letch and by 1400
it was found that the ship would probably be able to pro-
ceed. The Commodore's flag and sigmal staff were shifted
to "John Hart® and convoy ordered to proceed at 1430K/14.

T Engineer Lieutenant W. Fﬂ‘ﬁum was in
charge of the steaming party from H.M.A.S."Stuart",and

his report is forwarded herewith. It is considered that

his eff jgcoupled with those of the remainder of "Stuart's"
steaming pariy,werexmost commendable in getting the

"Anhui" to sea.

8. After certain difficulties in acsembling
the convoy the following morning in the swept channel,it
proceeded at nine knots to Position "Y' where it arrived
at 1200K/16 August. In spite of 2 request from "Anhui" to
leave three stokers from H.M.A.35."Stuart” on board this
was not econsidered possible or essential.

9. H.M.A,5,."Stuart" returned to Brisbane in
company with H.M.A.S."Geelong"”,carrying out exercises on
pas «"Stuart” berthed at Newstead Wharf at 1230K/16th.
August,sailing at 1600K the following day,escorting “"Po-
Yang* %a loumea. At 0940L/21 August, "Scvart* anchored
outside the boom at Noumea with “"Po- "o Qiling was
| carried out P.M. from the American Ta "Bastern Sun”.
At 1500L the following day,"Stuart“weighed and proceeded
| in company with U,S5.8."Chicago” and Mugford", damaged,
- %0 Sydneysarriving 1400K | 27th.August.

10. The following is a summary of "Stuart's"
steaming since lOth.May,l1942.

Total days since .1013138 operations. sesevesaldll
Total steaming daySieceessessvcssvsvsveccsse 90
Distance steamed in miles,appr tely. 28,200
Average daily distance in mileSeseccsscecees 211

il.

During the period under review the health
of the Ship's Company has been vor{. od,except for a mild
epidemic of Pediculosis Pubis (Crebs). Their conduct has
been entirely satisfactory..

i2,. The greatest inconvenience to the Ship's
Company has been the difficulty in maintaining a suffic-
iency of fresh water for domestic purposes after a perioed

of twenty eight days with steam on main engines ot
IARNL Theht. darn vish shenm o4 ngines almost

8. H. K. SPURGEON

( SeHoKo spurgeon )
COMMANDER IN COMMAND.
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H.M,A. 8, "STUART"

AT SEA,

15th, AUGUST 1942,

gradually

T y
) e 1
i 8 g “mm
g5 HEE
:m mm mw
ml it
1 11l
i
__h _.whm LMMMM

from H,N.A.S. "STUART" were keen,

I gave instructions to the Chief Enginecr and reported

RCDIGTO/74615
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but the
Stoker or

hen the

to train them for taking charge when

sdr,

Your Obedient Servant,

desirable, particularly for

knots without much diffieulty,
I have the honour te be,

that the ship should now be able to maintain

mmu

__m
m
)
m,
m
s

w

STUART" was withdrawn, One junior Stoker in
nﬁuﬂdhmmmum ‘

that the Leading Stokers were to be

I gave instructions te the Chief Engineer and reported

h‘hm
H. . A8, "

:Ln-l

10,

to the Captain

t R.A.N.R.(8)

o

inginesr
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Ref.No. 192/9. H.M.A.S."Stuart",
; ./‘ G.P.O..
i-;{;* s . mm,m

I have the honour to submit the follow-
ing Letter of Proce for the p.riul from Thursday

30th.July until Friday 7th.August,1942. During this
period H.M.A.S."Stuart” under my ;n-ud proceeded to

Noumea from Sydney,thence nenrt.od U.S.5. "West Cactus"™
to Brisbane via Pagoumene.

2. At 1400 on
A.S."Stuart* slipped from 2 8 "Debbin® mnd
M; 4 7 set course for Noumea at 15 knots. 3 B.‘!.L. was

,J_.Ff . ﬁzwl./aul.kmnt A strong,south~easterly wind was blow- ,

ing with heavy seas which continued throughout passage.
/%4,4/')//""- 3. At about 2330 On Friday,3lst.July

E Navy Board's Signal 0801z/31 July was received as i’ullm:
5 00777 Ul
: “Adjust pro to arrive at Brisbane not later
A5 65> than 0800z/6th.August. It is unlikely that "West

- Cactus* speed will exceed nine knots. U.S. Port
Commander is requested to have "West Cactus”
ready in all respects at 2300z/lst.August. Fuel

J}% e T.0.0. 0801z/31lst.July."

was increased to 18 knots at midnight,this being
maximum possible under the weather tions pre-
vailing without risk of damage. :

/ 4. H.H.L.S."m:r:;l u-rite:ﬂ :: Amedée
L:I.ghthnun at 1216L/2nd .Augus proce up harbour.

e the following was received through the Exam-

JX m ion Vessel from the Port Director.

27 “Unless you require fuel,"West Cactus" will De

at Amedée at 1630. When e Koumak Passage ‘-
o % follow in wake of*West Cacius" also when leav- i

i / ing through Gazelle Passage.” |

A '//ias this was not understood,the following &
: (] }-I% to the Port Director throngh the Port Viar S

«3 ‘! Ll "Uﬁtrlta::. "Biahopn;ldnlo' is ;nt?mt f:old where
o IR propose ve instructions gﬂ'“‘
% ¥ to Brisbane with "West Cactus” tonight

was made
1l Station:

0w Request confirmation.
ﬁg f T.0.0. 02162/2nd.Lugust.
/
;q 4¢3 The following was received in reply:
“Go alongside "Bishopsdale® for fuel.” *
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After

clearing
mmmmummmuunaunm
had been received,H

-2-

Boom Defence nets which are

being laid

JM.A.S."Stuart” -berthed side

“Bishopsdale” and took in approximately 200 tons of oil

fuel.
Se

the Porti Uirector called on
he had endeavoured to
umene the

: an
g LT
¢ . ort tor therefore ed for
"Weatl Cactus” to clear ﬁn&hﬁ mmm,muu-
pating that H.M.A.3."Stuart" wo
ready to Jjoin her at this time. De
made by

—

G.

FELEAF Y T o R T e i b
¥ - . . ; It III-, -. a4

to

7e

Calibre Shoot was carried out
(two rounds per gun) and at 1
course for Gazelle Passage
did not arrive so H.M.A.S5."Stuart"
for the n.lght,ﬂ
tus” was aet at ( ,
speed of nine knots. H.M.A.S."Stuart” zig-zagged at

at a

dale" at 1600/L/2nd

mom ‘her to Koumsk Passage

sAUgust. No large scale charts were availab
of this viecinity. It was learat that it was not possible
to navigate Gazelle Passage
if there were any delay in embarkation of troops
pili.A.S."S%uart” would be immobilized if she were
mmfmmmm.nn?m«w

oumene

inside
carry against perisco

e H.E:.h.s.'Stuﬂ' made thé™Following signal to "West

¥hilst alongside,Captain Fuller,U.S.N.

board and explained that al-

get "Weat Cactus" to proceed

previous day to embark the 300 Austral-

the Colonel in of Australian troops at
sted that she should not leave Noumes unes-

have mmlm been
ture signal was
“ort Director at Ieunnp:r

Holl.AW5."Stuart" slipped

from "Bishops~
and met "Weat Cactus" as
and arri at

during hours of darkness,and
at Pag-

out & full calibre shoot pe tar-

Gazelle Passage. Do your utmost to hasten embark-
ation soc that you can be clear t.If you
cannot I will meet you there at day t unless
1 receive orders to the contrary which may be
possible owing to delays.

T.0.0. 0940L/3rd.August.”

At 1600L/3rd.A a Short Range Full
a floating t

H.M.A.S."Stuart” set

to await "West Cactus™. She

proceeded to £
at 0600L/4th.August g el

| e "West Cac~
and course was set for Brisbane

twelve knots. .

8.

obtained Asdic contact and counter-at
\\ sharge. Lt 2046 &

At 2030L/4th.August

HoloAeS . "Stuart”™
tacked with one

| No resu.ts were observed.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

w "Moo w-(m umm and t
were very inferior.) H.M.A.S."Stuart™ turned .ﬂ rescued

@ {ireman from "West Cactus” named Trotter. Both ships
proceeded at 1640. He was apparently mental and was age-
ommodated in the Sick Bay. A copy

At 1630K/6 "west Cactus" stopped and

"¥ill not enter reef but will wait for you outside

pattern was fired over the same contact.
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and proceeded for escort of convey A.B. 2 at

This is the first Letter of Proceede
- Oy H.H.ADS."Stuart” since commencing

Opera duties after recommissioning. The following
sunmary is submitted :-

axtract of oteauing letalls:

m.u.m-lu 1942. (When Operational duties commenced.
m.-----ma&timg )

TOTALecsssssccssssscssssssnsscssssnsssnsassssscssdl GAYS
TOTAL DAYS with steam on main engineS.ccccecss.s«79 days
DISTANCE ST ANEDesecssvsssssscssscscsssesssrald, 140 miles.
NUMBER of E8Cort DutigScccccccscsoccoccsesssnsasansoasl?

Conduct of Ship's Company:

Entire tisfac o A
ol . iy sa tory new and
w Mesa o Letofoctis,
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(1)

COPYX .
H.M.A.S."Stuart",

7 QM", 1942,

The Commanding Offiver
Hol.A.S . "Stusart”, '

Sir,

I have the honour to submit the follow-
ing report and recommendations with regard to Oiler
James TROTTERj,ex "West Cactus",who has been under my
observation aimo rescue from iha sea at 1635K on Sthe.

mt' 1942.

2. Irotter showed no outward signs of
trauma on his rescue. He stated that he "wanted to fin-
‘dsh it all." He had a black eye which was prohab&:f
twelve hours duration. Since his arrival here he nos
sth‘wtll and has muttered a good deal dur the night.
He auditory hallucinations,hearing the voices of his
enemies plotting to do him evil. The voices are more

pronounced at night.

Se 1 strongly recommend that James Trotter
éx "Wwest Cactus" should be placed in hospital so that
he may be observed and investigated as he is in ny
opinion decidedly Psychotic.

1 hnusg honour to be,
. Your obedient servant,

(Sgd-) S 5 Isles.
Surgnnn.- u‘umt,ﬂ ANR..

(i)

nef.No -m/ﬁﬂ- H-Ibﬂ .S. "St.ulr‘t",
. ﬁ/ﬂ' G -P-G- e

7th.August, 1942,

The Master '
088, "§est Cactus".

| The above report of the Medical Officer
of H.M.A.S."Stuart” is forwarded. The man has been ace-
ﬁntﬂ on board H.M.A.S."Stuart” 'for thirty six
' after rescue from the sea.

(Sgd.) 5.H.K. Spurgeon.

(SI' . Spurgeon )
COMMWINDER IN COMMAND.
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ProflecsscscssecsThe Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S."STUART®,

Dat@cccccssveesesdTth m, 1941. No. 192/4.
POeessssssesessThe Secretary, Naval Board, Melbourne.
(Copies to oy ;

_ #
the Royal Australian Nevy and Reyal

-h.cuﬂi‘ carried tmmhttﬁmft

was ou . |

"lh- to Java. The aireraft shadowiy
| aireraft were sighted. 4

s shadowing was alse

At 0800 on J4th September
"VAN NESS“

only
Priock (the port of Batavia) dur
e “nu i’ sene (ﬂl'ﬂ;il:. t:limm:l:. oy
swee _ ® | :
amml'mly clean and shipshape. : |

The Commander-in-Chief of the
Bast Indies Navy, Viee~Admiral L.E.L. Helfrich
Batavia. Owing to the ghort duration of owr
tutmm-mmurwh
the C Officer of H.M.A.S. @
later, five tional Officers as well, to |
"Societe Harmonie®. This party was further
'w ) Fair. This was a four day Fair and it
to “’ - ("'m Australian) as a
 the war effort. ' 8 the outbreak of war the
'mmﬁnntﬁuﬂphgmm , |
jmrm Foree Wll |

e A on M'.PMI'FF A
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 Joat J7/479
From ... The Commanding Officer, H.M.A.S. “WSTARTI
Date .... 4th December, 1941, Reference No. 192/1

,,f"ﬁ

il o TR ILie_(ie,s.marx; .Naval Board, MELBOURNE.

-~ g B2 : Copies to:=
RO = oW\ The Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean,
_ ot The Rear-Admiral (D), Mediterranean,
“9 5 The Rear-Admiral Commeanding H.M.A. Squadron).
\ :z:[ E SUBJECT . REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS H.M.A.S."STUART" -
\ AUGUST S 194 1.

Submitted with reference to "Stuart's"

No. 192/1 of 30th September, 1941, Report of Proceedings
sugust and September, 1941, that the following corrections
be made to remarks for the days 17th-20th September:-

for "Peace tanks were flooded therefore to increase
stability".

insert: "No.2 0il fuel tanks were flooded therefore
to increase stability".

e
b1 0"
H.%/V./ Vsl oy mcssaito of 5,

/oww,_l i Sub-Lieuténant. RANVR.
Acting Commanding Officer.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO/74615



Y L | #ls
Fromesesesaans + ++The Commanding Officer, H.li.A.S."STUART",
Dat@ssessesvide sssdbiln SEptemher ; 1941, NO o 192/1.

TOseeveessssssesThe Secretary, aval Board, lelbourne,
(Copies t -

The Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean,
The Rear Admiral (D), Mediterranean,
The Reear Admiral Commanding, H.M.A.Squadron).

REPQRT OF PROCEEDNINGS H.M.A .5 «"STUART™
AUGUST AND SEPTEMEER, 1941.

e

H.llsAaSe "STUART® for the months of August and September, 1941,
is submitted.

AUGUST, 1041.

1st - 2lst At Alexandria. Examination of port turbines
revealed fom—rows—=< Dblades in L.P.turbine
stripped, thus putting the part engine out of
action. "STUART" was ordered to proceed to
Australia to refit engines.

P.M. Lieutenant Commander R.C.Robison, R.4.N.,
relieved Captain H.M.L.Waller, D.5.0., R.A.N.
in Command.

W Proceeding on starboard engine only - port
propellor trailing. Revelutions for 20 knots

| on the one engine gave a speed of 15 knots with

| eruising turbine connected. Ship carried 12 degre

i degrees of starboard wheel. She handled much |
better than I expected. The most noticesble o
handicap being her failure to turn to starboard °
from first moving ahead. She answered quite
well as soon as she gathered way at 8 knots.

/
\\\ ! 1700. Sailed from Alexandria for Port Said.

0750. Arrived Port Said, embarked Pilot and
proceeded straight through Canal arriving at

. Port Tewfik at 21056. Secured alongside Oller
PORTINA"™ Shell V and fuelled.

Sailed from Port Tewfik for Aden at 15 knots.

1855 arrived Aden. "NUBIAN", "ILEX" and "ISIS",
all damaged destroyers, at Aden awaiting the
S.W. monsoon to abate before proceeding to
their refitting portd.

1400. Sglled from Aden for Colombo at 12 knots.

5 ae EB'tih. August - éth Septembﬂf--inuc

W y # M““‘“““"?"""f"ﬂf i

r
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CR B T Continued - page 2.
| -LEQE/:L

28th August -
4th September.

4th.
Sth - oth.
7th.

l4th.

15th.

| 7#1 1oth.

17th - 20th.

=zlst.
22nd .

23rd - 26th.

On passage to Colombo - S.W. Monsoon gave
moderately rough weather for 400 miles east of
Socotra Island, after which good weather was
experiencéd. The strong easterly current permitted
arriving Colombo half day early.

1525 Arrived Colombo and berthed at buoys.
At Colombo.

0800 Sailed from Colombo for Singapore at 15 knois.
Currents and weather favourable.

1600 Arrived at Keppel Harbour, Singapore.
Carried out minor repairs to evaporator.

1630 Sailed from Singapore for Java at 1lo knots.
An aireraft shadowing and communication exercise
had been arranged with R.A.F. and INetherlands

Bast Indies Air Force and the Dutlch destiroyer

"AN NESS". R.A.F. aircraft shadowed and reported
"STUART!'s" movements on 1l3th. The shadowing was
bad and aircraft continually in sight. On 14th
the Dutch took over from the R.A.F. None of their
aircraft were seen but I understand "STUART" was
in sight to them. At 0800/14th the Dutch destroyer
WJAN NESS® intercepted "STUART™ from sghead then
carried out 2 shadowing exercise which was done

in an efficient manner.

1600 Arrived at Tandjeong Priok, the port of,
and 3 miles from Batavia. Berthed alongside.

At Tandjeong Priok, Java. (Separate report of
visit has been submitted).

0800 Sailed from Tandjeong Priok for Fremantle at
15 knots.

On passage. & large South Westerly swell and sea
during latter part ,of . passage caused the ship
to roll heavily.” tanks were flooded therefore
to increase stability.

0830 Arrived Fremantle.

1700 Sailed from Fremantle for Melbourne at 15
k.rlﬂtlﬂ.- r

On passage across Great Australian Bight.

Again encountered heavily South-Westerly swell
during first 2 days, waves being over 40 feet in
height and causing the ship to roll uncomfortably.
Weather improved considerably over the latter half
of the passage, with favourable wind and sea a
current of 1 knot was carried.
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S ﬁ:J—-J:L .J'L--J:..-f

From. ... The Captain (D), 10th Destroyer Flotilla, H.k.#.S. "STUART. "

Date ... 14th april, 1941, Ne. F. 190/21.
To e+ The Cemmander-in-Chief, lediterranean,
(Coepies tec -

The Vice—-Admiral, Light Fcrces, ihediterisnean,

The Senicr Naval Ofiicer, Inshere Sguadrcn,

The 3Secretary, Naval Becard, lielbourne,

The Commanding Cfficer, H. k. Ship "GNATY and "GRIVFIN. )

SUBJECT .. BOMBARDMENT IN SOLLUM BAY, MONDAY, 14TH A:RIL, 1941.

T .

Sutmitted, the fellcwing report of the proceedings of
H. M. £: 8¢ "STU=RT," and cf H.i. Ships "GRIFFIN" and "GNAT" cn iionday,
ihth April, 1941.

"STUART" and "GRIFFIN" perted ccmpany from Forse "K'
(returning frem Operatien ¥M.B.D., 3) at 2123/13th April, 1941. 48 my
preliminary erders directed & Ccastsal -atrol, and mcre definite
instructicns were premised, I set course fcr Bardia at 15 knets
("STUART'S" Tuel, as I f€ar is s6 often thE case, Wwas running lcw)

23 At 0249, a darkanﬁd ship was sighted, znd after a short
chase was fcund te be "GNaT.

= At 0349 instruetions were received tec proceed tc oScllum
at daylight, tm give assistance to the army. The enemy was stated
tc be already in Bardia, and the posltlan of our own forces secemed
in somé dcubt.

ly. At daylight bcth destrcyers apprcached Scllum 3ay, "GN2T"
Wwas alsc in sight. At first I ordered the latter toc get in touch
with Scllum whilst I did the same with Halfaya Fass;, but realising
that the enemy might already be in Sollum, I cancelled this and went
into Secllum Bay myself with YGRIFFINY to see which side was in
possessicn. 2t 06r3, at a range of abcut 5000 yards, the question
was guickly sclved for me ty several well directed salvoes frou 8
Field Gun Battery fired at the destroyers. This battery was set up
~n the escarpment south of Fcrt Sollum. Both ships replied at 0604,
and I cpened the range till the enemy salvoes fell shert, then
disposed destrcyers en a bhcmbardrient ccurse and line of bearing, Wwith
minimum rate, continuing to fire at the batteries in the meanwhile.
"GNATY" had cpened fire st the town at 0614 from behind us. ~

D. I ordered "GNATY tc endeavour to €stablish some feorm of
tcuch with the ~rmy at Halfaya, but this Was nct achieved; €ven in
part, until abcut 0845 when "GN.T" gct an Officer ashore abreast
Halfaya, his boat capsizing in the surf.

6. In the meanwhile, something had to be dcne sbout targets.
There appeared little activity in the town, snd "GN.T" was giving 1t
occasional 6" salvoes anyway. The escarpment round the fert exhibit-
€d semé activity, ard scomeé transpcrt was trying to ccme down the
winding rcad to the town, sc I.put "GRIFFINY on te the rcad, and
turned "STUART'S" fire inte the ar€a srocund the back oi the fort, Wwiere
the rcad leads off to Bsrdia, & sesrciing single gun fire being
ordered for beth ships. I suspected tasre were some hotor Trsnsport
conceéntrations lurking behind the fort.

This fire was kept up until I had only 8 H.L. shell left;
then "GRIFPPINY was shifted tc my tsrgect, and continued until he had
cnly 30 rounds left, by which time (ab.ut 0815) I could not observe
any €nemy activity ashorﬂ at all, and we withdrew slightly and
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covered "GEHATT against sir attack. At 0948, a request wes received
via "GNAT" from the shere to cease fire whilst positicn wWas
investigated.

s At 1100, owing tc shortage of fuel in "STU=RT," end the
necessity of making Alexandris st daylight next day, the destroyers
%ithdrew, leaving "GN-T" alcne. It was thereciore comforting To
receive message 1045 from YAPHIS, " which stated thst IMeval Liaison
Officer, Bagush, had rcported cur fire effective, and our own troops
once mereé in possession of Sollum.

O Wihilst in Scollum Bay, the bombarding ships were nct
subjectecd to air atteck, although twe H.E. III K's or B.R. 20's
nassed almost over us at 1025 snd were engaged by Bredas and 37 frox
HSTUARTE, ™

9. The following repcrts were made by %/T :-
WImnediate. "
To = C-in=C (R) Aphis, Gnat. 1'rom D.10.
Sollum deserted. Destroyers engaged by enecuy batterics
near Fcrt 3cllum. Am bembarding escarpnent roads and

batterics. Not yet in touch with =rmy but GN:T is trying.
oTU~RT must leave noon to fuel.

Time of crigin .. 0615/14 April.

"Imnediate.
To - C-in-C (R) Gnat From D.10.

Destroyers still bombarding trensport on rozd through
Sollum and behind Fort., 'YWhen cutfit expended will sup.ort
GNAT as lcng as fuel permits then return. Yot yot in touch
with Army.

Time of origin .. 0035/14 spril.

WTmmedicste.,

To - (C-=in-C. FProm D.10.
Sollum Rcad and escarpment appsrently cle€arcd. ~ray
have orderecd ceasc beombardrent. Destrecyers lecaving 110C.

Pine of origin .. 0955/14 April.

Egdr EI# J:.*un I.r- -.-'\‘. :LI’IJR
CArT:IN (D).
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COLMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. R S

‘f//ff DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY,

NAVY OFFICE,
ELBOURNE.S.C.:1.,

021285

REFPORTS OF PROCEEDINGS.

I am directed by the Naval Beoard to forward herewith feor
Information copies of the following Reports of Procsedings. e

HolieAsSs "PARRAMATTA" -~ 18t November-3lst December,l1240.
x H.M. A8 "STUARTH - 1st December- Zlst December.1940.
HeMosAeSs "VENDETTA" -  February, 1941,
x H,MqAiS, "WESTRALIA" - 1lth January-25th February,l1394C,
x 10th DESTROYER FLOTILLA December, 1940,
X 10th DESTROYER FLOTILLA  February, 194l..
X 10th DESTROYER FLOTILLA January; 1941
HilieA. S, "AUSTRALIAM Cetober, 1940

HoMols S. "AUSTRALIA" 20th January-4th March, 1941.

. T‘;C‘t LO R;AlGiAcS-

’ = !
b o f T e oy

Encl: %\;Sacretary.

Tos-

RaAeColieB:

G.i Cs S.r

G.i Sa'l e

C.0s HolM,A.S., "HOBART"

' S n SEDI\IEY“

" CANBERRA"
"ADELATDE"
" PERTH"
"MANOCRA"
"MORESBY"
"WARREGO"
TSWAN"
1 GRAR.A."
"DOOMBA"
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-5 W z/gd i ! Z/ﬁﬂi
O sese The Commanding officer, H,V: A" P

DEte seee 18t January, 1941, Reference to. 192/1.
TO eossss The Comsander-inegChief, Mediterraneen,
T (contes to Viee-admiral, Light Forces,
| The ceptain (D), 10%h D, ¥

The 3%’ Neval Board.
’ oliy A, SQuadron),

submittad,
The following are the proceedings of
HeledAo 8 "HSTUART" ecovering the period lat December to Slst.
December, 1940, inelusive.

to In Ho.2 Dock, Grand Harbour, lelte,

‘Edn 17th December
day 17th December ~ 1330, mﬂaﬂ berth to canteen wharf,
i - .

Refitting @uring the whole of this period at Malte,
eting on Zlst December, the following week to be
s bafore the ship is finally recdy for see service,

The pDoekyard work hes been corried sut in & most
efficlent manner and every assietance possibie has been

Pew air raids were experienced during the month and
rk proceeded with little interruption. '

'f,f"'l?"ﬂ -
7 13 (ReC. Robison).
. L16utenant=commander,
A st
P i
£ 1% Pﬁl 1 -
/.
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2026k £ a0
From seee The Conanding Officer, H.i. .

Date ceee 1ot December, 1940, Refsrenece No, ”'/l..

TO esssens mmmu.f lrediterrancan,
“{Coples to Viee=idmiral, Light Forces,

s The Ceptain (D), 10th D, ¥,

ing l!:u. ‘e Squadron),

sIUANT

W, 1080,

Submitted.
The following are the proceedings of H.\i.A.8,
"STUART" for November, 19