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GS This is Gavin Souter talking to Ian Scott about his wartime experiences in Timor with 
Sparrow Forces.
Ian, could you tell me very briefly where you grew up, was brought up and went to school.

IS I was born here in Sydney in Fivedock and grew up in Haberfield Avenue. I went to 
School at Newington College, over in Stanmore. When I finished school I went into my 
father's business, which was coal broking.

GS Perhaps you would now get very soon into when World War II starts and when you 
enlisted.

IS Yes, well I was in the coal broking business from '34 to '39, when the war broke out.
I joined the Militia in January 1939, and followed on into the AIF in about 1940. I was with 
the Army Service Corps and I was commissioned as a Lieutenant in July 1941.

GS You trained for the Commission? For how long?

IS Ah yes, In the Militia, I started off in the Militia, by the time the war broke out (1939) 
I was a corporal or a seargeant.

GS Oh, you had been in the Militia before?

IS Ah yes, All 1939, from January 1939. So, in fact I was commissioned in July 1941. 

GS And your Army number was?

IS Army Number was NX76230.

GS Registered to what group? The 2/2nd Independent Company hadn't been formed then?

IS At that stage you went up for selection at Barracks and they allocated you to wherever 
they wanted you to go, at that stage they were forming three small forces, with Bird names - 
Gull Force, which went to Ambon. Sparrow Force, which went to Timor, and Lark Force 
which went to Rabaul. My selection was into Sparrow Force. We went into The Sydney 
Showground for about a fortnight, then we moved to Darwin where The Force was 
assembled. And it was a composite Force of about 1500 men. The main body of the force 
was the 2/40th Infantry Battalion, a Tasmanian Battalion. We trained out at Noonamah, 
which was about 29 miles out of Darwin, for about six months. It was just bush, we created a 
camp. We were there until the Japs bombed Pearl Harbour, when they had the Westralia and 
Zealandia ships in Darwin and we were moved fairly quickly and we were boarded about the 
9th December and sailed for Kupang, where we disembarked a couple of days later. The 
Dutch had already prepared a camp there.



GS Had you ever heard ofHupaug before?

IS N oH douh thu rk lhad  ever heard ofThuor. Apart from the 2/40thBahahou who asl 
said comprised Sparrow Force uum berm gaboutl500,w e also had auludepeudeut Company 
Hnit(Commandos), the2/2ndw ithus. But they never regarded themselves as being part of 
Sparrow Force. They were the Second Independent Company and somewhere in late 
December, they sailed up on the Government owned ship, Canopus, to Dili. So we were 
not in Hupang very long, the day after Darwin was bombed we were attacked. That was the 
20thFebruaryl942. The Japs attacked both ends ofthe Island ofFim or at the same time.

GS Dili and Hupang?

IS Yes. W esurvived for the Friday,Saturday,Sunday and on Monday^ColonelFeggatt, 
who commanded the Battalion, and was Commander ofthe Force, was compelled to 
surrender.
Iw asin av illag e  called Fjamplong.

GS Where was BrigadierYeal?

IS BrigadierYeal?Going baek^ W ewere going to be reinforced by the 2 /^ F io n ee rs , 
and the American Field Artillery. They were inaconvoy which was being escorted by the 
American Cruiser,The Houston. They got within hours ofRupang when the Japs picked 
them up and bombed them heavily. They turned back and were in Darwin on thelYth, when 
Darwin was bombed. The Houston got out. That reinforcement would have brought our 
strength up to over 2ddd. BrigadierYeal had flown over. FlewasaColonel. They made him 
Field Commander and promoted him to Brigadier. But we already hadaBrigadier back in 
Darwin. Brigadier Find, who commanded the 23rd Brigade which, as Fve said, was spread 
overTimor,Ambon and Rabaul(one of the Brigade's three Battalions in eaehForce). So at 
this stage we now had two Brigadiers and one Brigade. So BrigadierYeal,arriving onlya 
few weeks before the Japs landed, decided whea the attack came, that he would move back 
into the mountains to ap lace  called Soe and let Ft Colonel Teggatt, the Battalion Commander 
light the battle. The Japs attacked with Paratroopers on the lirst morning and most of them 
were killed by our guys.

GS Do you recall anything of that?

IS No. Iw as in this village ofT jam plong,lonly saw them dropping in a fla t area 
between our village and Rupang.

GS Y G sitan igh tdrop?

IS No, aday drop, and the Battalion accounted for most ofthe paratroopers. Then 
sometime on Saturday morning they landed over 2d,dPd Japanese troops against our l,5dd. 
^Yehad no airforce. They had complete control of the skies,so bombers used to fly in 27s^ 
three flights ofnine each and ^erosjust came in anytime they liked to support the bombers.
So the odds were



stacked against us,and that's why,after three days,anaval bombardment andalanding,that 
it was virtually the end ofSparrow Force.

GS They all spent the rest ofthe war in Singapore or somewhere else?

IS ^Yell, some ofthem  went down on prison ships, being transported, and the Americans 
unknowingly got stuck into them and torpedoed them. The rest finished up,most ofthem up 
in the Burma Railroad and one thing or another. And 1,being in this village ofTjamplong, 
the afternoon ofthe morning ofthe surrender,(^Ye'dhad some British Bofors gunners,they 
were destined for Singapore, and Singapore had fallen so they came on down and landed with 
about halfado^enB oforsgunsjoneoftheir Don Rs came through and told us the surrender 
had taken place and we were to pile(stack) our arms in the middle ofthe road,and wait for 
the Japs to come and pick us up.

GS Did the Don Rs (Dispatch Ridersjhave motor bikes?

IS Yes. They were motor cyclists attached to the British. There were two otherofficers 
and m yselfinTjam plong,one wasaM a^orGhisolm ,from  the 2/4dth Battalion and the other 
wasaTieutenant Colonel from the Independent company,plus about 4d to bd troops. And 
they had also created thereahospital,to  which some wounded had been brought into,before 
the Japs cut them off.

GS Flow many ofSparrow Force would there then have been at Tjamplong and out in the 
bush?

IS After the surrender there could have been about 15d scattered all around, not 
necessarily in Tjamplong. And over the next two or three weeks the Japs picked up about 7d 
o d d o u to fth e lb d . Those ofus who got away that afternoon,we decided to m akeago for it 
rather than wait and be taken prisoner so we hadacoupleoftrucks and an te  andaBrengun 
Carrier, that everyone scrambled on and we took off. AA left about 2pm that afternoon and 
about 2am in the morning we came to ap lace  called Atambua,right on the Portuguese border. 
There we stopped. A^edidn't know where to go,didn't know where we were,not having 

been there before,so we settled in foraw eek. A^ecaught up with the Brigadier. Fie had 
moved back from SGF with his Brigade staff. They were all now located in Atambua. The 
worst position you can get yourself in is lose contact with the enemy. y /eb lew upabig  
bridge over the^t4^1Y  Gorge when we were getting away which slowed the Jap's pursuit. 
They dropped some paratroops,we believe^everything was heA.say from now on

G^ flow many would you have numbered then at Atamfua?



P3 ^Yefloriginafly roughly you could say there was about 15d there. B u tafte raw eeka  
Dutch sergeant Major audakleuteuaut Colonel who was hr coruruaud ofthe Dutch troops lu 
Dill,screamed Into the town onam otorblke and sidecar and they weren't quite sure whether 
there wered,ddd Japs one hour out o rl,d d d  Japs four hours out, h u tlean  assure you it was 
enough for us to take to the hills very smartly. At that stage the order was given by Brigadier 
Yeal"Bvery man for himself".
Y/hether that command was ever given anywhere elseln the^Y ar,ldon 't know, ^o having 
been given that order, you could go where you liked, ^o they split up Into small parties and 
some went to the flouth Coast and some went to the North Coast and some went which ever 
way they Alt Inclined to go. And after about two to three weeks, news travelled around and 
oecaslonal^ou met Dutch personnel roaming around who had heard that the Allies had 
landedlnD lll,and that the Japs were here and the Japs were there and so we moved back 

Into Atambua where the Japs were supposed to be, and there were still 
no Japs. Regarding the Dutch Colonel and his sergeant Majors the Dutch Colonel, I've heard, 
eventually got the fjueenYBllhemma Cross for the gallant withdrawal ofhls troops from Dill, 
and the only two people who knew where they were, were hlmselfand hls sergeant Major on 
the motor bike. They took offwhen the Japs fired the first 8alvo Into Dutch headquarters In 
Dill. Unreal ^o we then moved up into the mountains. Y/ehad heard the Independent 
Com pany^TheCom m andos^had moved back into the mountains from Dill and they were 
still fighting, ^o In small parties they all came together again under the Command of 
BrigadierYeal,but actually the fighting InPortugueseTlmor was run by Major Spence who 
commanded the 2/2 Independent Company. And once again BrigadierYeal was completely 
superfluous. He hadaB rlgade staff and only an Independent Company,plus the odds and 
sods who like myselfhad got away from Rupang. ^o they just trained the troops on 
commando tactics and took them Into different platoons and they were thus absorbed Into the 
Independent Company. And there we stayed.

Cfl The Independent Company under Major flpence?

T8 Yes. ^Yell he still hadYeal.

flo when you say "we" from now on that's really whatl^was?

f^ Yes

Cfl Numbers were what?

f^ Y /elllsuppose there was about b d o r? d o fu s  left out o fth e lb b  or so that got away, 
plus the Independent Com pany,sofsupposed the strength you could say w as35d^3bd.

Cfl And nearly all Australians?

f^ Yes, all Australians.



Gfl No Dutch there?

Ifl No

And the Aruerleaus, they weren't with you?

1  ̂ No

G^ Adren you were moving, were you shh using motor vehicles?

1^ No,No,Aotslogglng.

G^ A^hat did you haveln the way of equipment?

Ifl A^eonly had rifles. Just rifles.

G^ No Gwen guns?

Ifl Gh The Independent Company, they had more flrepower than the 2/4dth Battalion. 
They were T.JJ^'fl(TANDJJBADf)DARTTR^,^.B.AfllA) new hahles, these Independent 
Companies, they had Thomson submachine guns and Bren guns, where the Battalion only 
had the old fashioned Tewls guns. Brens were only shown to youlnthose days. They went 
to the Independent Companies. They had the firepower which they used In amhushes and one 
thing and another with close engagements with machine guns. And would he covered 
perhapsldd yards haekhyaB ren  gunner, ^o they would pick an amhush spot and eut loose 
with submachine guns. The amhush might only lastam lnute or something like that. And 
then they would get covering ffre from snipers,they hadafew  kangaroo shooters who were 
good snipers,plusaBren gun, and they would give them covering Are while those In the 
amhush got away.

Gfl ATrat did you have responsibility for asaTleutenant?

1^ G nceln them ountalnslw as virtually w lthoutajob. Iw as with the transport ofthe 
Army service Corp,and we had no vehicles, ^ o ld ld  all sorts of offjobs going out on 
reconnaissance and one thing or another. That was about the end oflt,they  didn't knowwhat 
to do with me. fused to go w herelw as sent.

Gfl Did you go on that trip to Dill that Captain Taldlaw?

f^ N o,oh no. That was purelyaCom mando raid.

Gfl Afalrly successful one apparently?

f^ Yes, they got In and got out and they didn't lose anybody. Their heaviest loss was the 
day after the Japs landed and of course there wasahreakdown In communications. It was 
very hard to keep contact In the mountains w lthaw alkle talkie sets, or Id lse ts  they had.



They had one section on the aerodrome and the rest ofthe Independent Company had moved 
hackafew m des Into the hlhs and they didn't knowthe Japs had landed. A ndalo rry loadof 
them went Into Dili. Tike fd raday 's  leave and drove straight Into the town and that was the 
end ofthem. They all got murdered. Yes,poor hlokes. In they went and pssst. They lost 
one or two defending the drome on the night the Japs landed M hel9thDand there w asa 
hloke,Jerry MeRenHe,who later won an M C,who w asaTleutenant,he waslncommand of 
that section on the drom e,^thesew ereacoupleofM C 'fl,there weren't many decorations.

How should we proceed now? It might he hest rfyou can think ofthe sort of 
Milestone events In the weeks and months you were up In the mountains.

Jfl A^ell the greatest event that happened was for us to make contact with Australia again. 
AA'dlost contact from the day of the surrender,whrchlthlnk was the 22nd ofTebruary, 

until the 19th April. And that communleatrons was made byatransmrtter that was built,an 
amaHng piece ofwork on the part of our signallers. Ills  now down In the Museum of 
CanberraD"ATnnre,theAArAhnner". And these srgs made this thing,they used halfa 
kerosene tin and they went back In patrols to Dill where they had burred some equipment 
when they were getting out, they got all the bits and pieces out. They got bits ofsolder out of 
oldjam  tins and put the set together. And somehow they got old car batteries, and built up 
something llkeablcycle and got natives to pedal like fury to putacharge Into the batteries. 
Then they tried to contact Australia. A^ehad to speak In clear Tngllsh as all the code books 
had been destroyed and not having heard from us from baef In February to th e l9 th  April,the 
night they transmitted the first m essage^lth lnk It was something like "^parrowForce still 
fighting". They were very suspicious back In Darwin and somebody used above normal l.f)., 
which you sometimes could In the Army,they asked foracertaln officer's wife's name,which 
they were able to give straight away which Identified It wasagenulne call. And the 
following night they put all stations offthe air In Darwin and they were all reeelvlng. ^o 
once again we transmitted the message that we were still fighting and that we needed 
ammunitions,medical supplies and boots. A few  days lateraloneRA A FH udson bomber 
eame over and we Identified ourselves and from there on they startedaregular supply ofwhat 
we required.

They dropped h?

Yes, drops.
^ e y  weren't sure ofwhat speed to eome hr at or what height and hr their first 

^H ^ th ey  dropped nredreal supplies hyparaehute, hoots they threw out rnpalhasse hags, and 
when they hit the ground the heels went one way and the hoots went the other way. They 
dropped some Bren guns to us wrapped In blankets andlhelleve the armourer managed to 
make one good Bren out of six,



bamels were bent and everything hke that. AmnrnnhAn they dropped rn(.45am m nnrhonAr 
Thompson ^nUmaehrne guns). They droppedm Teters lee GreamGans and they eame down 
and drove most ofthe ammo back Into the easing so there wasaeonslderable loss. After that 
what we would do was getarlee  field somewhere and light hlg smoke fires and they'deome 
over. They would still drop the medleal supplies by parachute,then they would throwthe 
paillasses out and they landed In the mud. Then we would put the natives In and the reeovery 
rate was alm ostldd  per cent. And ammunition was also dropped by parachute. Y/edthat 
went on fd rallttle  while. Itw asap re tty  tough run for the Alrforee,they had 8dd miles of 
water to eover^ddd there and 4dd back. And Timor Is only about 8d miles wide,at the 
widest part up In TortugueseTlmor. News travels very quickly espeelally with the natives 
and the Japs soon found out the drop was on. And they were always keeping the ^eros,ora 
lose Zero on patrol any time they felt there might beadrop. Then the Navy started to eome 
In. They used to slip In at night with very small craft and brlnglnjustm edleal supplies, 
boots and ammo. There was never any rations brought In an d ab lto fm a ll started to trlekle 
In. The Navy d ldagreat job too.

Gfl How did they have co-ordinates as to your position?

1^ Gh yes, they knew where we were. Geeaslonally they used to get things serewed up. 
TortugueseTlmor Is very mountainous.

G^ fw as going to ask you. Gould youjustdeserlbe the general appearanee ofthe 
country. There were some rice paddles?

Iff Yes,down near the coast. Gnce you moved back In agalnafew  miles from the coast 
your started to get Into high ground, which ran Into mountains.

Gff Unbroken forest?

Iff Yes. The Navy eventually eame In. The Japs knew that run was on too. They were 
only small ships and sometimes they only h ad a to p  speed o f ld o r l2 k n o ts .  They used to 
stand offthe coast until dusk. They couldn't afford to stand out more than about 2d miles at 
the speed they had. They would have to eome In and be well clear by first light. If they left 
with three In four hours cover ofdarkness they would he onlydd or 4d miles off the eoast 
when the Nips used to make an air sweep every morning to pick them up. They picked the 
Armldale up one day and they bombed her all day and eventually sank her. ffhewasa 
Gorvette. Tlrere was one little craft called th e k '^ ^ a n d  another called theYlgllant and after 
they started the Navy run somewhere near the end ofJuly. They started to evacuate some of 
the personnel. Igo t out somewhere about th e ld th  August on theYlgllant which took 4d 
hours to get back to Darwin. A^ewere lucky when we got out. The first morning there w asa 
heavy rain storm which gave us cover and we could hear the Zeros up above looking for us 
but they couldn't see us through the cover ofthe rainstorm.



Iff A fle r8 o rld h o u rs  we Ah reasonably safe. Y/ealso felt Arrlbly sea slek. Having 
lived off tire land on mostly rlee, sweet potatoes and bananas or something like that. A^ellthe 
night we got on board they gave ns bread, butter andjam , pies and milk so we would have 
been sleklnany ease,plus the motion of the ship

YBeare getting ahead of ourselves, A^hat did you live In,tents?

Ifl G hnono. Y B ejusthvedln ............

G5 Huts?

Ifl A^elloeeaslonally Ifyou were Inavlllage you might get Intoanatlve hut,and get all 
the body llee In the world that went with sleeping there. G therw lsejustou tln theopen ,orlf 
you were in a to w n sh lp th a tlw a s ln fo ra fa lr  while called Alnara,that were the Governor's 
summer residence which gave reasonable accommodation. You slept on the stone floor, there 
were no beds, naturally.

Gff A^asAlnaraatownshlp?

Ifl Ah well,you could call Itatow n. They hadaG hurch there and the Governor's 
summer residence and residence ofaTortuguese official who lived there.

G^ And the Japs didn't come up to havealook there?

Ifl G R w ell,It was well back lnour territory, ^ee we occupledafew hundred square 
miles. A^ehad control ofthe areas so long as the Japs didn't come out In big numbers. If 
they eame out In ab lg  push we had no alternative but to pull baek. They would often come 
out so A rthey'dstop and go back,and as they'dmove back,the troops ofthe 2/2nd company 
would follow them In. The 2/2nd used to get pretty close to D1T1. AAllTAlDTAAGtfrald 
was Indicative of those days. It was all sort ofambushes and guerilla flghtlnglnthose days. 
That was the plan, sometimes w e 'doccupyav lllageA raw eek  and If the Japs came out In 
sufficient numbers,well we'dhave to retreat and the Japs would move Into the area.

Gff ffo you were out on the move all the time.

Ifl Yes. All the time. And natives would always let us know when the Japs were coming 
because they treated the natives pretty badly, especially their women, ffo the natives were 
generally sympathetic. The Japs eventually g o ta fa lr number ofthe natives on side,no doubt 
with promises o rld o n 't know what they did with them ,so they createdaspllt amongst the 
natives, ffo there was real fighting between theTlmorese which happened just a fte rlgo t off 
the island, so when that happened our troops did not knowwhleh natives were friendly and 
which were not. Tven



w henlw as there some native would eome and point out another one who he said was 
working for the Japs. A^ell you didn't know whether it wasapersonal grudge he had against 
him and he wanted us to shoot this hloke. AA11 we weren't prepared to shoot anybody. Y/e 
might have shot the wrong one and turned m oreofthem  against us. Gf course later on the 
natives did light one another. The Japs had armed them and one thing or another, ffo that all 
happened a fte rlgo t off InAugust.

G^ How did you get on with language with theTlmorese?

Iff AA11 they hadalanguage called TTTTJM.And there was no grammar, re c o u n t  up ^ 
to five In It and you picked up odd words h k e " ^ G ^ ^ ^  meant good and

 ̂ Z w a s ^ g o o d , ' ' ^ H ^ ^ ^ T J ^ ^  very good, T1GG1 w a s to g o ^ ^ ^  
was to go quickly.

Gff ft sounds like Malay doesn't It?
 ̂ BB

1^ Yes. And bastard came Into the language quite quickly. If you called someonea 
stupid bastard they got the message. AA got on all r l g h t " ^ ^ ^ ^ f F j w a s  tomorrow 
morning and horse was so Ifyou wanted to go somewhere tomorrow morning you'd
start o ffw lth 'T Y 'and that meant you and one,tw o,three,four,five ^adpomtedto „
the natlveTlm orese,at this stage everything was then y o u 'd s a y ^ ^ O ^
A^TT1GG( from here to whenever It was. everybody always knew and shook their heads 
very wisely. If there was any stuff up It was the next morning when you w antedldhorses 
and you got three, and they had great sores down their backs which we eould never use as 
packhorses. They could never work that out, why we would reject horses that were not In 
our opinion healthy enough.

Gff Y/ere they the llttleTlmorese ponies?

Ifl Yes. TlttleTlmorponies.

Gff Are they native or boughtlnby the Dutch originally?

1  ̂ fdon'tknow.

G^ Idon 't think they were Indigenous.

1^ No.They might not be. AA11 we only experienced them uplnTortugueseTlmor. He 
had no reason to seek alternative transport when we werelnDutch Timor. InRupangw ehad 
trucks.

Gff The ponies are sort of Shetland sAe aren't they?

Iff Yes, they are very sturdy little animals.

Gfl Do theTlmorese ride them?

ffl No. They use them as pack animals. Accused to used them



HIT

occasionally to ride. But that was quite an experience. AA didn't have any bridles or any 
equipment. Adrat we used to do was tleacushlon on the horse's back, and then for stirrups 
take two spades handles and these would be tied together with about live A etofrope that 
would be put over the cushion and for the bridle ju s ta b lt  of rope down through the horse's 
mouth and hack again, ^o you had to get alongsldearock so you could get on the horse and 
then you had to put through the stirrups and Ifyou put too much weight on one side It would 
come up to other side. Itw as just somewhere to put your feet. A ndaw ayyou 'dgoandlfthe 
rope All ou to fthe  horse's m outh,you'dhad It. You had to getoffthe horse and once you got 
off the horse you couldn't get on again,unless you hadanatlve to hold It up alongsldearock 
A ryou.

Did the stirrups have the shovel handle or the shafts still attached.

Iff Ghno. Just the handle cut off. G rlfthey  didn't have shovels theyjust made the 
stirrups out o fab lto fw o o d ,cu t them out of wood.

Gff Did the ponies take to a rld e r all right?

Iff Ghyes. They were all right. They were very docile, They wouldjust plod along 
hourlnand hour out. You'dbe doing It the hard way,sitting down on the thing,and you 
couldn't get off. And once you were offthat was It. ffyou were going somewhere you might 
only have one native with you,and he used to b u ^ o ffa n d  leave you fo rafew  hours. There 
was no where else you eould go but on the track you were on, so he would pick you up 
somewhere else. Bverybody seemed to know everybodylnTlmor. All the natives were 
Individual kids that used to follow us everywhere. Bach soldier had their own personal 
native, llkeabatm an. They'd be about nine or ten years of age. They used to be away for 
days Aom their village and no one seemed to worry about them. They'dall find their way 
back eventually.

Gff ft must have beenab lt uncertain If you had to followatraek as to whether suddenly 
encounter anything.

Iff That's right. The Japs were always out looking A r us and we were out looking for 
them. Gomg from here (M osm an)toG am m eray(about3km sjyou eould easily run Into the 
Japs. You werejust lucky Ifyou didn't run Into them,Tartleularly Ifyou were on your own.

Gfl Did you travel on your own much?

f^ N o ,aco u p leo ftlm esfg o t sent off on my own,spent all day going from here to 
Grows N est(about5km sjor up to R lllara(aboutl2km sjon  the back on one ofthese animals 
all day and then eome back.



Gff A A ysoA ng?

Iff Awas the only way you would get there ,hw as the distance you'dhave to Allow the 
track staying on the ridges. Itw as very mountainous. There was one Teak that was over 
9dddAet(3,dddM ). That was up ln th e  middle ofTortugueseTlmor.

Gff Adrat about tohaceo?

1^ Tobacco? Idon't know how many months afler we remade contact with Australia 
they brought In one night some cases of cigarettes. They were fftateTxpress. There was one 
packet to each two blokes, ^o there were nine cigarettes Inapocket so you either got four or 
five cigarettes. And you g o tab o x o fY esta  wax matches In which there w ereldd  matches, 
flo you got four or five cigarettes and Idd matches.... And that was the only comfort we ever 
got from Australia. That caused more trouble than enough. Tor blokes up at the front ^ear 
D ill,Iknow  stories always got exaggerated, and they reckoned that there were boxes and 
boxes of cigarettes brought over and they only g o taA w  up at the Aont. All the base wallahs 
down on the coast had clouted down on the cigarettes, lhardly smoked when we went to 
Timor,but there w ereafew  guys that were hooked on cigarettes. ATrat they used to get Ar 
cigarettes was the Inside o faeorneobb  leaf and they'dget some ofthe native's tobacco, 
which was Ane cut,aboutaquarter of an Inch wide,All up the leaf ofthe corn cobb with the 
tobacco,then you'dhave to go toanatlve  and getallttle  bit o fav lne they used to use to tie It 
up In the middle, and then they'dhave to walk nearly all overTlmor to get someone to light 
It. The natives used to carry little bags ofA uff,or some ofthem d id ,an d ab lt of Alnt. The 
cigarette looked more llkeaelgar tied In the middle. The native could strike away with the 
Alnt until they goaspark  Into the fluff and It was glowing. 80 they would get the cigarette 
alight Aom this. Then one draw and you'd think the top ofyour head had gone off. Ao you'd 
Imagine how desperate you were forasm oke when you'dgo to all that trouble. But that was 
the only way you 'dgetasm oke.

Gff But you had matches there for lighting Ares and so on?

Iff G hno,no . The only time we got matches was when we got the four or AveclgareAes 
each ,an d a tln o fw ax  vestas each. Before then we didn't have any matches.

Gff ffo you had to go with the Auffand the Alnt thing?

Iff N o,the natives would light A res,w e'dnevergetaflregolng^never ever.

Gff You certainly relied on them.

Iff G hw edld , Ahthout the natlves,lw ouldn't be sitting here now. lean  assure you of 
that. They provided us with all the food. They were ordered by the Tortuguese to bring It In.



They owned everything that walked and crawled. Ifthey had wanted to take all their goats 
and pigs and water hnflalo Into the mountains away from ns with them we would have never 
found them.

Gff Old the Tortuguese continue to exercise control as the proprietors?

Iff Noway. No the Japs didn't allow them. The Governor ofTortugueseThnorwasln 
Dili. He was trapped there. He had communication w lthaparty telephone that ran out all 
over the dlfArent provinces. But everybody used the party telephone line, so the Japs used to 
use It too. Idon't knowwhether you know much about It. There wereawhole lot ofwlres 
com lnglnand people would disconnect wires,otherwise you'dget on the phone and you'd 
hear the Japs talking,so you would undo that wire and do another one up. AAspokelneode.

G^ The Japs eould hear you?

1^ Gh yeah and we eould hear them, lhave got one of our codes here, lhadapa tro l 
down on the coast we were stationed down there and It was ourjob to keep an eye on any 
shipping or anything we saw and we had to encode It.

Gff That's the coast near Dill?

Iff No this Is on the south coast, down nearj^^AiJon the ffouthGoast, and If we saw 
anything ourjob was to encode It and ring through to headquarters. They were operating In 
th e ^ ^ h  area at the time.

G^ Howwere they connected, by landllne?

A  G hyes,by landllne. They ran for miles and miles and miles.

Gff You had all that with you when you leAATAMBHA.

A  The land line. Yes. The Tortuguese had the whole place wired up Aom village to 
village.

Gff Ah, It was the Infrastructure that was already there?

Iff G hyes,It was already there.

Gff Trewar?

Iff Yes. Gur communication was all walkie-talkie sets and things like that.

Gff Thafsshort range?

A  Yes. But we could use this telephone network using coded messages.



Gff Adhere was ^pence's headquarters?

A  AAh, headquarters moved around. Headquarters was at MAT1 for some considerable 
time. The Independent companies were haek around Dill scattered all over the place. Â e 
never knew where the Japs were. They were out looking for us and we were out looking for 
them. AA had this hit ofGoast

G^ YBhat did the Japs look like asageneral rule? A A sltafalrly  consistent dress?

1A Inever got close to anyone ofthem  up In the Mountains. They were dressed In the 
greens with caps. Isw h ere lg o to u t. BTTANG Is along the coastahlt. Thafs
where the HMA^Yoyager ran aground. They brought the 2/4 Independent Gompany over. 
And unfortunately they took theYoyager In too close. And thafs where they lefltheYoyager. 
ffhe was picked up Arst thing next morning. There w asasw eep of Jap bombers that came 

along the coast. The bombers only had to come ffom afalrly close airport base. Ao the Navy 
blewIt up,she Is still there. The reinforcement ofthe 2/4came In so we hade two 
Independent companies.

Gff lan,could you pick up the story Aom when you were InATAMBHA?

1^ AAren we arrived InATAM BHAwe had lost all contact with the enemy and we 
didn't knowwhere the 2/2nd Independent Gompany was,whether they were still Aghtlng or 
what had happened to them, ^o we stayed there for about Ave days and we then heard that 
the Japs were closing In onATAM BHAso the Brigadier gave the order. "Tverymanfor 
hlmselA'. ^o we split up Into small parties and everybody went In different directions, the 
party th a tlw asw h h  beaded down to the North Goast toaplace ealledAHf/Ad^^hH The 
reason we went there was that while we werelnATAMBHA we hadaw lreless set on which 
we sent outam essage asking to be evacuated,and It was acknowledged by the allied force at 
Bandung,InJava. so we headed down to this beach hoping thatash lp  would come In there 
and pick us up. AA stayed there for aboutlffdays and thafs when we were almost eaten alive 
by mosquitoes.

GA Did you have any mosquito netting at all?

1^ No, not rea lly ,lh ad a little  piece th a tlu sed  to erect over the sand with four sticks.

G^ A sort of micro tent?

Iff Y es,an d lp u t socks o^my hands and put sand all round the mosquito nettlnglhad the 
long trouserslm ade by lengthening the legs ofm yshoAs,tucked In,like the shirt. That had 
added long sleeves too. Then aAer you had been thereafew  minutes you 'dA ndaboutld  
m osqultoeslnthere with you. ffoyou'dpull



AaA to pieces and start again. A fteraw hde at tins yon'dget up and walk np and down the 
heachforaw hlle. And after ahont!8days word had got around that the Independent 
Gompany were fighting. They were still Intaet up In the mountains In TortugueseTlmor. 
This all came through hy "hush wireless", so we moved hack again to ATAMBUAwhere 
there were still no Japs.

Gff By "hush wireless" you mean word of mouth.

Iff Yes. A A rdofm outhhyTlm orese,and various troops that were roaming around and 
had made contact, ffome then moved hack throughATAMBUAand over the border to 
TortugueseTlmor. There we started to gather again as an organised body,and Inam atter of 
days we got In touch with the 2/2nd Independent Gompany and all the odds and sods that 
constituted the crowd that had got away fromRGTANG.

YBell then we reorganised ourselves Into the Independent Gompany,mto their various 
platoons. Aome then became part ofan  organised Aghtlng force again. They moved us 
around and sent us to where they thought we would At In best In the organisation.

GA How many would there have been In the group that you were In A r most ofthe time?

1A A^hen we moved out ofA TA M B H A w ew ereaparty ofabout 12, and then when we 
moved Into TortugueseTlm orlw as In an area basically around A1NARA,where the 
Governor Aom D1T1 had his summer residence,that was alwaysaAoatlng strength oftroops 
either stationed there or passing through. They hadasm all what would you eallahospltal 
there. There was only one doctor there. Tor some time he was using A lN A RA asabase.

Gf8 Most ofthe doctor's activity would be concerned with sickness.

Iff AA11 both sickness and wounded.

Gff How oAen would an engagement take place that would produce wounded?

Iff 1 wouldn't know accurately as ahthepatrols were spread overalarge area Hrundreds 
of square miles at least, and the would send small parties that might be four or six strong out 
on patrols creating ambushes and one thing or another orjust observing the Japs as they were 
bu lld lngupasm allA rce lnanarea . The patrols would set up an GT(observatlonpost)and 
watch to see whether they would attack them or just keep watching them, depending on the 
moves ofthe Japs. If the Japs came outln large numbers then we would have to move baek. 
And then for some reason the Japs would all move back towards Dill, and In



that case we would AAowthem so as not to lose contact with them. lfyoulostcontact,then 
you didn't knowwhere they were. But we used to roam all over the mountains and so did 
they,so you never knew when you moved you'drun Into them. There was no plot.

Gff Did the Japanese use horses the same as you.

Iff Yes^Tlm or ponies,that was the only form oftransport

Gff ATren did the air drops ofsupphes to you start?

Iff A^ell we contacted A ustralia,Ithlnk It was on the 2hth April. They had heard nothing 
ofus since we had surrendered around the 22ndTehruary or something like that.

GA And you were In TortugueseTlmor when you made contact

Iff Y es,It would he ahoutaw eek after contact was made that they came over with the 
first air drops.

Gff Did they get In touch with you straight off?

Iff Yes. AA were lighting smoky Ares. In the Arst drop there w asa la lr percentage of 
loss as they were not to sure ofhelght and speed,plus the fact they only used parachutes for 
medical supplies so when hoots came down In hags and when they hit the ground the heels 
went one way and the hoots went the other way. AA solved that problem over the next few 
weeks by getting them to come over and drop them overarlceA eld,w here they went Into the 
mud. Then we put that natives In to collect the goods and the reeovery rate went up almost 
Ibb per cent.
Tootwearw asalw aysaproblem asw asam m unltlonandm edlealsupplles. ThaTswhatwe 
needed all the time.

GA Did everyone have boots?

Iff Ah yes. yes.

Gff Medical supplies? Isuppose Malaria was the main worry.

Iff Yes. The Doc had very limited supplies. M ^ B T a h le ts  were the anthblotlc In those 
days.

Gff That was for malaria was It?

Iff Gh No. fjulnlne In those days. There were no sophisticated anti malarial drugs then, 
all those eame later. Atebrln eame later,all we had when we Arst went toTlm or was quinine 
tablets,and very Aw ofthose. A^hen we all got malaria,we didn't have t^GlNlNB 
TABTBTff or anything.

GS You just had to put up with the fever. How long did it knock you out?



IS YBeAAr about four dayshw ouldA atA nyou,Y ouH  shiver and perspire,and you 
wouldn't Aei too crash hot for aboutaw eek. Gnce you got over an actual attack you were 
GR until you got the next one,which you wouldn't know when it would hit you. ltdepended 
on how badly infected you were.

GS lhadGBNGUBTever in Queensland asaeh ild ,tha t would be like havingahalf ora 
quarterofan attack ofm alarialsuppose.

IS Yes. lhad  Dengue too in Darwin. And Aom whatlrem em ber you don't getarepeat 
ofDengue unless you are reinfected^ Malaria eomes baek again and again. A^ith Dengue,the 
Arst day you think you're going to die, the seeond day you are sure your going to die and the 
third day you wish you had died. Iw as in hospital fo rafew  days in Darwin with it so thank 
G odld idn 't get it again in Timor. A lllg o t up there wasabitofAM GBBIGDYSBNTTRY 
and once again there was nothing you could do about that. Ifyou had it,you had it. Iw as 
lu ck y lran in to aD u tch  Doctor,just aA erlgot it and he gave me an injection of something 
that seemed to help.

GS YBas any ScrubTyphus there?

IS Not to my knowledge. N o ,Idon 't think anybody got that. There was hookworm and 
malaria. They seemed an d lth ink  they only found out about the hookworm aAer we got 
back, and that they gave the pathologists aeeess to us and one thing and another.

GS So you spentalo t ofyour time doing communications and making trips from place to 
place and keeping your eyes peeled.
IS Yes. Iwasn't in actual combat.

GS N o.Y ou mightn't be here today ifyou were.

IS A A ll,beinganofA cer,theyeouldn 'tdraA m eintoaplatoonw hereacorporalw asin
charge, an independent eompany corporal. S o lw as  just given the jobs and sent wherever 
they though tlcou ldbeofsom euse.

GS Did you ever ^o any radio communication?

IS No

GS AAro would do that?

IS G hthesigs. They hadasignal section in the Independent company. They were the
ones who built "AAnnietheYBarAAnner" The radio set,which was the one we eontacted 
Australia with.

GS Gontaeted Darwin?

IS Yes. That set. Now in Canberra.



GS AA your normal eomnmmcahons had completely Hosed down by then?

IS Yes,well they only ever acknowledged our big setinATAMBGA. AYinnietheY/ar 
A^inner" was the one they made Aom bits and pieces.

GS And could it get through quite easily? Gr was itabattie each time?

IS A A ii,Iw asn't with them at the point where they made it. T heyhadtocohectoidcar 
batteries and charge them up somehow. Then they had to speak in the elear (plain Bnglish) 
because ah code books had been destroyed. And aA eraperiodofradio silence AomTebruary 
to 2hth April they were suspicious in Darwin. The Arst night they got the message saying 
that Sparrow Torce was stihAghting. the second night they put ah other stations oAHhe air 
and everybody was on listening duty and cheeked they asked for identiAcationofacertain 
ofAcer's wife's name, whiehArtunately they could give them straight away and that proved it 
was Sparrow Toree.

GS The wife's name wasn't "ATnnie" was it?

IS No. YBinnietheA^arA^inner was named aAer G hurchih,soIread.IoA en wondered 
how the name eame about a n d ld id a little  research the other night w ithaietterl'dreceived 
from the 8th Division Association,and they had it in there that "ATnnie theABarAAnner" was 
named aAer A^instonGhurchih,so the Arst tim elfound  out was the other night.

GS A A iendofm ine who is now dead w asaw ar Correspondent ^B iiiM arien .

IS A hyes,heeam eovertoT im or.

GS He wrote an artieie that was widely reprinted called "YBinnietheAGrAAnner"

IS Yes. He and Damien Tarerandathirdgny^anBnglishm an^cam e over toTimor, that 
w asaA erlgo ton to fT im or.

GS During the re^occnpation.

IS A^hen the Japs were there they eame over about September.

GS G h lsee .

IS G hyes,G hyes.

GS ATre there any in Sparrow Torce still there?

IS G hyes,yes. ATIIsparrowwas the original force. The Main foree,whieh was 
virtually all taken prisoner in Rupang. The



Independent Company(Commandos)never regarded themselves as paAofSparrowTorceD 
they were the 2nd Independent Company and hked to maintain their Identity. So ail the 
stragglers me being one ofthem ,w ho got away Aom Rnpang adjoined np with them. But 
they always had to refer to Sparrow Toree when they spoke to Darwin. And then in late 
September they reinforeed the force, or the 2nd Independent Company with the 2/4th 
Independent Company. They eame over on the Australian Destroyer, Yoyager, which ran 
aground while discharging the personnel. They found there was no way ofrehoating it so the 
Yoyager was lost. They destroyed it.

CS They ail got off?

IS Tverybody got off. The2/4thgotoff. The Navy Tersonnei got off. The Japs had 
picked it up. They eame over the next day.They droppedlbb bombs and they only hit it 
once. The Navy biew the engine room up. A few  days later the Navy sent over two 
Corvettes and they took offaii the Navy personnel. The 2Htb merged in with the 2/2nd and 
the 2/2nd was evacuated about the middle ofDecember, and the 2/4th came out early ini943. 
At that stageaio t o f the nativeTimorese had been coerced to go on side with the japs and 

there was Aghting amongst the natives. ^Yereiied on the natives fo ra h e iio fa io t ofsupport 
so once thatapereentage of them had gone to the Japs side it made it very difAcuitlbr those 
who were stiii there with the 2/4th.

CS You wouldn't know who was who.

IS Yes. That was the trouble. Tven earlier in our time there one native would come to 
you and point out another native and teii you he was TroHap. Uemight have only hada 
personal grudge against him, but aii he wanted us to do was shoot him. This we did not do. 
You could ge ta io to fp eo p ie  offside that way.
But if it wasn't for the natives,Iwouidn't be sitting here todayM can teii you that.

CS Have you ever been baek toTimor?

IS No. Iw asoften  going to go baek,Iw asn't terribly keen on the Miekey Mouse airline 
that Aies out ofDarwin to Dili or one ofthose places. Tdbe pushing my luck. A lew have 
gone baek.

CS Isuppose Caruda Ay there now,does it?

IS Yes. Idon't know whether it was Caruda or some other airline that Aies to Dili. I'm 
not exaetlyaCaruda fan either.

CS Should we get on to your evacuation?

IS AAA my evacuation was pretty elementary. It was ju s ta e a se o f  one night,your turn 
came. Ifyou were going to be sent back to Australia,you would be notiAed the day before 
the ship



IS lust Ace,mai^e,sweet potatoes,banana,eoeonut. Sometimes yon g o tab it ofoid 
goat

CS That was about the only meat yon got, was it?

IS No we didn't commandeer anything. AAgave any money A ra
long tim e^nntil we contacted Australia and the navy brought silver eoins in la n d  we could 
pay them. AA worked through the Tortuguese and they would instruct the natives. They 
knew how many goats,water buiTalo and livestoek each native owned. Because they hada 
very good system ofgoing around onceayear and takingacensus. So that in an area where 
there were about b b o fu s ,th e y  would instruct the natives to bring in one goat or two goatsa 
day, so we eouldn't denude them ofali their food.

CS Right. AAat sort ofcommunieation did you have with the Tortuguese?

IS Ch they were very cooperative.

CS AAuId they visit you in the hills.

IS No we would always go to them. There was one Tortuguese in ehargeofeach
province and each ofthese chiefs was responsible to the Covemor, in Dili, who was being 
held by the Japanese. He wasn't allowed to go out.

CS So they dealt even handedly with both sides.

IS Yes. They didn't have any option. You knowthe Japs. Towards the end,Ibelieve 
after we got out any Tortuguese that were left were all murdered by the Japs, and all Catholic 
priests, and one thing and another that had helped us, were ail murdered too.

CS Did you feel any conAdenee that the Tortuguese wouidn't be passing out your 
whereabouts to the Japanese.

IS Chyes. finite eonAdent. They were very much on our side.

CS AArethey?

IS Yes. All the AAheolumn work took plaeeinRupang, before the Japs arrived. It 
didn't matter what we did in RupangDyou eould do it atbo'eloek at night and the Japs would 
be over next morning with their aireraA spot on.

IS Yes. YBeA the natives owned everything and we depended on them.

CS Yon didn't want to get them exeited?



CS If there w asatarget?

IS If there w asatarget,they  knew ahont.

CS A A shaD nteh  fifth eolnnrn or what?

IS No it wonid he Indians,they were very erosshred,Chinese,Indians,Timorese,aheh 
ofam ixtnre. They'd been in Rnpang for donkey's years.

CS A^eli aAer Darwin did yon go sonth?

IS Yes, to Adelaide and then Sydney and we got extended leave, then when we were ail 
mediealiy At, we didn't have any nnits so we werejnstdraAed baek into the Army.

CS Adhere did yon go?

IS Iw as sent down to training depot in C onibnrnforalew  months then np into 
t^neensiand, Arst to Tsk then to Brisbane. And then we were sent np and held the line at 
Townsville very strongly nntil the end ofthe war. Iw as very eonseionsthatlhad to earn my 
pay np there.

CS AAA,yon'dhadyonr share. TownsviAe'snotabadpiaee really.

IS Chyes. TheYanks were moving ont when we got there whieh made Afe more 
bearable. A^eeonldn'teompete with them.

CS No. Bnehanan's Hotel was theirs.

IS They had everything. They had danee bands and Satnrday nights they sentateam  of 
bnses into town and park them there and aii the birds wonideiimb into the bnses and they'd 
goonttotheA m erieanC am ps. They'dhave the iatest band nnit ont there and they hada 
siightiybeA errateofpaytoo.

CS And were they aii Air Toree?

IS InTownsviile?

CS Yes

IS No,when we were there they hadadivision in Armstrong paddoek and they were 
moving ont. Idon't know how iong they had been there. It might have been jnst an 
Ameriean staging eamp. There w ereaio t of Airforee personnel operating ont ofDarwin. I 
was npinTownsviiie in iate'43 and thafs when they staAed to move ont.

CS Iw as living in Maekay at that time. There w asa io t Aom the HSTifth Air Toree and 
there were more Amerieans there than Anstraiians.



IS They snre did well. They hadatotaliy  different approaeh. Itw as total war as far as 
they were eoneerned, and all eqnipment when it was issned was written off. IntheAnstralian 
Army when yon gotasernhhinghrnsh,yon eonidoniygetanew sernhhinghrnsh when yon 
retnmed what was ieA ofthe old one. That was taking it to the extremes,hnt thafs what The 
Anstralian Army was like. A sfarastheY anksw ereeoneem ed,oneeaJeepw astakenon  
strength, it was written offand yon didn't have to aeeonnt for it aAer that. Tookatthestnff 
theyleA inN ew C ninea. Cod onrhlokeswonld have heen bringing it haek forever, as it was 
stiii on strength. They approaehed the war with the right attitndes. everything was 
expendabie. And they were generons. They wonld give yon anything.

CS A A erthew ar,didyonpartieipateinA n^aeD aym arehes

IS Id id ,yes. Right Aom the Arst An^ae Day nntil abontI99b. Thafs the last onelw as 
in. Iw ent to Callipoli on that oeeasion for the75th anniversary. Sinee then I've hadab it of 
legtronbleandlhaven 'tm arehedsinee. la iw aysgo in to tow nonA n^aeD ayandm eetafew  
oftheT im or blokes.

CS Isits tiila fa iriyb ig tn rnon tfo rT im or.

IS No, very small. YBeA the Sparrow Toree eame from all over Anstralia, and the 
Battalion,whieh as the main body ofthe foree eame AomTasmania, and reinforeements for 
the Battalion eame AomYietoria,and the 2H Independent Company eame AomAAstem 
Anstralia, and the anthtankgronp eame from fjneensland,and the rest andafew  small 
segments eame from New SonthA^aies,so it was neverabigerow d even from the early 
An^aeDay. So now they wonid be Inekyifthey got 2b to 3b, and it diminishes every year.

CS Did the Japs have any tanks there?

IS Ibelieve they did land some in the main landing. There were I fb b o fn s  all told,and 
they landed we estimate abont2b,bbb against ns pins dropping the paratroops on the Arst 
morning and seeond morning. A nd lth ink  aAeraeonpIe of days they had tanks ashore,bntl 
don't think they played any paA, as the snrrender took plaee on the Monday morning.

CS And wonld the tanks have stayed.

IS Idonbt it,they wonld take them off. Y onknow 2b,bbbw asabigforee. They made 
sn re theye ieaned itnp inaeonp ieo fdays. A^ehad no airforee in any ease.

CS A^eIIIthink,nnIess yon ean think ofanything we haven't eovered,we've probably^

IS Ith inkw ehavejnstabonteovereditaII,C avin ,thankyon.


