
Pōhutukawa News  
Term 1, 2019 

 
Dear Parents and WhDear Parents and Whānau,nau,  

 
Ngā mihi ō te tau hou! Xin nian kuai le! Happy New Year! 

 
Welcome to you all.  We hope you’ve had a relaxing break and some quality time together 

with your loved ones.  We’re looking forward to getting to know you and your child as we 

share in our learning journey together. Read on to see what we will be happening in 

Pōhutukawa this term.  

 

What are we learning about this term?What are we learning about this term?  
I nquiry :  
We are starting the year with the concept of wonder and creativity: 

Look to the future: Tinkering leads to curiosity & creativity 
 
We imagine, connect and create.   We imagine, connect and create.   We are innovative.  We experiment. There is magic in play.We are innovative.  We experiment. There is magic in play.  
We collaborate to solve problems. We are creators (not consumers). We are designers ofWe collaborate to solve problems. We are creators (not consumers). We are designers of  
change in our lives, our communities and our world.change in our lives, our communities and our world.  

The big ideas we will be exploring as a school are: 

★ When we tinker we discover through play 
★ We use creativity to innovate, problem-solve and design 

original ideas 
★ We are change-makers 

 
We will use the following questions to develop our thinking and 

understanding: 

★ What is tinkering?  
★ What can we discover when we play?  
★ How do we problem-solve? 
★ Why is it important to have original ideas? 

 

 

We will be exploring and building on these ideas with lots of tinkering, making, creating, 

inventing and play. The children will plan, set up and use makerspaces in each classroom. 

Please talk to your child about what they are doing at school and get them to  share their 

ideas, explorations and creations with you. 

 

  
 



Te Manawa - The Heart:  
  It has been so exciting for the children to explore the  

 Makerspace and Library in our beautiful Te Manawa building.  

 We do not have set library times at this stage as they can visit  

 these spaces during break times and at other times with their  

 class and tuakana-teina classes. The children will be issuing  

 their own books with their own library card on a lanyard. Please  

 remind them to return their library book each week so they can  

 choose and issue new books independently. 

 

Makerspaces in Te Manawa and Pōhutukawa classrooms: 
As the children are doing lots of making and creating in Te Manawa and their classrooms we 

would like donations of the following items: 

- untreated wood offcuts 

- unused sandpaper 

- cardboard boxes (big and small) 

- buttons 

- bottle tops (milk, beer) 

- sequins 

- Christmas tree decorations 

- ice cream containers (for storage) 

- clean plastic containers (like yoghurt pots) 

- plastic flowers / old lei 

- fabric 

- wool 

- ribbon 

We will have collection bins for these items outside Room 16. 

 

Key Competencies ::  
The NZ curriculum outlines five ‘Key Competencies’ that we want our children to develop. 

They are:  

- Participating and contributing:  sharing ideas and cooperating  
- Relating to others:  being open-minded, respectful and caring 
- Thinking:  being curious and thinking of creative solutions to problems 
- Managing self:  being independent 
- Using language, symbols and texts:  we use these in all subject areas as a way to 

communicate ideas 
 
We incorporate the Key Competencies in all our learning and ways of being.  The school has 

developed these icons to symbolise the Key Competencies - see if you can match them up 

with the statements above! 

 

These key competencies will be the foundation of all our learning this year.   

 



Home Learning:  
For Term One the home learning your child needs to focus on is Reading and learning 

their Common Words. Each child will have a set of coloured Common Words in their 

book bag with suggestions of ways to help them learn to recognise, read, say and write 

them. Please make sure that you take time to read to your child, to have them read to you 

and to share your thoughts about what has been read every night. 

 

PE - Swimming:     We teach swimming in concentrated blocks so 

Pōhutukawa and Kōwhai will have swimming sessions over two 

weeks from: 

Monday 25th February through to Friday 8th March Monday 25th February through to Friday 8th March .  

During this time, your child will need to bring their swimming gear 

(togs, towel, swim cap, goggles in a named  

bag) every day.  

 

Meet the Family: 
At our first parent teacher meeting of the year we would like to learn all about every  child 

from every parent. This is your opportunity to share the following information -  What are their 

strengths?  Do you have any concerns?  What you see their needs as being? (social, 

emotional or academic).  What do we need to know?  

We want to to build a positive home/school partnership in order to deliver a programme 

which best suits our learners.  

When?When?    Wednesday 13th February - school finishes at 12:45pm 

Thursday 14th February - school finishes at 3pm.  

Please see the school newsletter for information on how to book a time.  

 
Whānau/family photos: 
In Pōhutukawa we are learning about each other and how important our families are to us. 

We would like each child to bring a photo of their family that will be displayed on their class 

Whānau Wall. Original photos will be copied and returned to you or you could email a jpeg to 

your child’s class teacher and they will print it out. 

 
Pōhutukawa Whānau Aroha Day: 

On Tuesday 5th March we will have special day to celebrate all of the 

diverse cultures that are represented with our families in Pōhutukawa. 

We would like the children to dress in clothes that represent their 

culture. We'll have lots of fun activities on the day, including a shared 

lunch with foods that are special to you and your family in the second 

break (1:00pm). Please come, be a part of that day and share your 

unique culture and special family traditions. Our assembly is also on 

that day at 2:30pm so we'll end with celebrating our learning together. 

Please note that there will be no swimming that day.  

 



Assemblies:  
We get together as a team once a fortnight to share our learning and sing a few songs.  We 

will share what we have been doing, welcome new students and celebrate successes. If your 

child is going to be performing or hosting at assembly you will be notified beforehand. 

Pōhutukawa  assemblies will be in Te Whau -  the Performing Arts Centre at 2.30 pm every 

second Tuesday from the 19th February onwards. All Pōhutukawa parents and whānau are 

welcome to attend. 

 

  Uniforms: 
Please label  every single item  of your child’s clothing. This is especially important 

when we have swimming! School Hats are compulsory in Term One so please check 

that your child has one and that it is very clearly named.  

 

Lunch Boxes:  
We are a ‘waste-free’ school. This means that anything your child has in their 

lunch box which needs to be discarded will be returned to you. Please try to 

minimise packaging and wrapping that is not recyclable or reusable. We have a 

Brain Break each day around 10:00 am. The children need to bring a piece of fruit, 

vegetables or a healthy snack to eat at this time. It needs to be easy for them to 

access it, possibly in a small separate container, so they don’t have to bring their whole 

lunchbox to the mat. 

 

Punctuality: 
We suggest that children arrive at school between 8.20-8:30am.  This gives them time to get 

themselves organised for the day and socialise with other children.  Children are only allowed 

in the classroom after 8:15am and should not be at school before this time as teachers are 

busy preparing for the day and are unable to supervise children. 

 

Tissues: 
We would really appreciate each child in Pōhutukawa bringing a large box of tissues for the 

class to use.  

 
We are so happy to welcome Hena Farooq to the 

Pōhutukawa team. Hena will be teaching with Mina Lala in 

Room 16. We are looking forward to meeting you and working 

with your child this year.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, please talk to your child’s teacher. If you require a 

longer time please make an appointment with the teacher so 

that they can ensure that the matter is dealt with 

appropriately. 

  

Kind regards 

The Pōhutukawa Teachers 



Stacy McIvor (Team Leader), Nicola Hew, Mina Lala, Hena Farooq, Megan Le Gallais, 

Bronwyn Woodward 


