
Pōhutukawa News  
Term 3, 2019 

Dear Parents and Whānau, 
 

Kia ora to you all.  We had a very exciting time in Terms 1 & 2, with lots of wondering, thinking, 

problem solving, tinkering and making in our makerspaces. We’re looking forward to 

continuing on our shared learning journey with you and your child. Read on to see what we 

will be covering this term.  

 

What are we learning about this term? 
Te Manawa - The Heart and the Makerfair:  
We start the term with a celebration of our learning in Term 1 & 2 with our Te 

Manawa Opening and our Makerfair. Come and see your children’s creations! 

The Makerfair will be open from 10.00 am - 6pm  on Thursday 25th July and 

again on Friday 26th July from 8.00 am -12.00 pm. We are looking forward to the 

children sharing their wonderful learning with you. 

 
Te Manawa - Makerspace and Library: 
It has been so exciting for the children to explore the Makerspace and Library in our beautiful 

Te Manawa building. Room 18 visit the Library on Thursdays and Rooms 24/25, 16 and 17 on 

Fridays. The children can also visit these spaces during break times and at other times with 

their tuakana-teina classes. The children issue their own books with their own library card on 

a lanyard. Please remind them to return their library book each week so they can choose and 

issue new books independently. 

 

Inquiry: 
Strengthening Wellbeing & Preventing Bullying: 
Our Learning Focus for Term Three is based on two main concepts. The first of these is 

Strengthening Wellbeing & Preventing Bullying. During the first three weeks of term we will be 

exploring ways to strengthen children’s sense of belonging and understanding of kindness, 

responsibility and community participation. We will also be teaching the children about how 

we can all play a part in preventing bullying. The Curriculum Learning Areas we will focus on 

are Social Science and Health and Physical Education. We will continue to revisit 

‘Strengthening Wellbeing and Preventing Bullying’ throughout the rest of Term 3 and Term 4. 

 

To help raise awareness that we all need to help strengthen wellbeing 

and prevent bullying we will be holding our very own ‘Pink shirt’ and 

‘Colourful Lunch’ Day  on Friday 9th August.  

 

 

 



Community Information Meetings: 
We would also like to invite parents and whānau to some ‘Community Information Meetings’ 

which will take place during the week of Monday 5th - Friday 9th August. Watch out for 

information about these soon. 

 

Kaitiakitanga - Community Action: 
Our second concept is Kaitiakitanga - Community Action. We 

will explore this through the Inquiry Based Learning Process. A 

kaitiaki is a person, group or being that is a guardian and 

protector of the natural world. We will be exploring our 

responsibility as kaitiaki to protect and nurture our natural 

world for future generations.The Curriculum Learning Areas 

that we will focus on will be Science and Digital Technology. 

 

As part of learning about Kaitiakitanga all classes will be visiting 

the Arataki Visitor Centre in the Waitakere Ranges. Classes will 

learn about topics such as Nature’s recycling, Investigating 

Invertebrates, Plant Power and Biodiversity Alert. Rooms 24/25 

and 18 visit on Thursday 12th September and Rooms 16 & 17 on 

Friday 13th September. The cost for this will be $15 per child.  

We understand for families this is a significant amount- please 

contact our Associative Principal, Elizabeth Crisp as we can 

help. elizabethc@blockhousebay.school.nz  

 

Contributions to the Makerspaces in Pōhutukawa classrooms: 
As the children are doing lots of making and creating in Te Manawa and their classrooms we 

would like donations of the following items: 

- plant pots 

- shiny, furry things 

- pompoms 

- buttons 

- bottle tops (milk, beer) 

- sequins 

- Christmas tree decorations 

- ice cream containers (for storage) 

- clean plastic containers (like yoghurt pots) 

- plastic flowers / old lei 

- fabric, wool, ribbon, string 

- untreated wood offcuts 

- unused sandpaper 

- cardboard boxes (big and small) 

We have collection bins for these items outside Room 16. 
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Key Competencies and Manaakitanga:  
The NZ curriculum outlines five ‘Key Competencies’ that we want our children to develop. 

They are:  

- Participating and contributing:  sharing ideas and cooperating  
- Relating to others:  being open-minded, respectful and caring 
- Thinking:  being curious and thinking of creative solutions to problems 
- Managing self:  being independent 
- Using language, symbols and texts:  we use these in all subject areas as a way to 

communicate ideas 
 
We incorporate the Key Competencies and the key concepts of 

Manaakitanga - Be Kind, Be Honest, Be Respectful in all our learning 

and ways of being.  The school has developed these icons to 

symbolise the Key Competencies - see if you can match them up 

with the statements above! 

 

These key competencies are the foundation of all our learning this year.   

 
Home Learning: 

For Term Two the home learning your child needs to focus on is Reading and learning 

their Common Words. Each child will have a set of coloured Common Words in their 

book bag with suggestions of ways to help them learn to recognise, read, say and write 

them. Please make sure that you take time to read to your child, to have them read to you 

and to share your thoughts about what has been read every night. 

  

Whānau/family and Childhood Photos: 
In Pōhutukawa we are learning about who we are, each other and how important our families 

are to us. Please make sure that your child has brought a photo of their family that will be 

displayed on their class Whānau Wall. Original photos will be copied and returned to you or 

you could email a jpeg to your child’s class teacher and they will print it out. We also need 

childhood photos of the children when they were small. 

 
Assemblies:  
We get together as a team once a fortnight to share our learning and sing a few songs.  We 

will share what we have been doing, welcome new students and celebrate successes. If your 

child is going to be performing or hosting at assembly you will be notified beforehand. 

Pōhutukawa  assemblies will be in Te Whau -  the Performing Arts Centre at 2.30 pm every 

second Tuesday on the 6th and 20th August, 3rd and 17th September. All Pōhutukawa 

parents and whānau are welcome to attend. 

 

 
 



Uniforms: 
Please label every single item  of your child’s clothing. School hats are not 

compulsory this term. In this colder weather children can wear black or navy 

thermals or long-sleeve t-shirts under their school shirt - strictly no stripes, 

sparkles and patterns. If your child wears earrings, only studs are allowed for 

safety reasons. No dangly earrings. 

 

Nut-free and Waste-free Lunch Boxes: 
We are a nut-free school so the children cannot bring any nuts, peanut butter or 

Nutella sandwiches in their lunch boxes. We are also a ‘waste-free’ school. This 

means that anything your child has in their lunch box which needs to be discarded will be 

returned to you. Please try to minimise packaging and wrapping that is not recyclable or 

reusable. We have a Brain Break each day around 10:00 am. The children need to bring a 

piece of fruit, vegetables or a healthy snack to eat at this time. It needs to be easy for them to 

access it, possibly in a small separate container, so they don’t have to bring their whole 

lunchbox to the mat. 

 

Punctuality: 
We suggest that children arrive at school between 8.20-8:30am.  This gives them time to get 

themselves organised for the day and socialise with other children.  Children are only allowed 

in the classroom after 8:15am and should not be at school before this time as teachers are 

busy preparing for the day and are unable to supervise children. If your child is late always go 

to the office first as they may have missed the roll being marked. They will be given a 

Welcome slip to give to their teacher. 

 

Tissues: 
The cold weather can bring on the sniffles, so we would really appreciate each child in 

Pōhutukawa bringing a large box of tissues for the class to use. 

 
We are looking forward to working  with your child throughout 

the year. If you have any questions or concerns, please talk to 

your child’s teacher. If you require a longer time please make 

an appointment with the teacher so that they can ensure that 

the matter is dealt with appropriately. 

  

 

Kind regards 

The Pōhutukawa Teachers 

Megan Le Gallais, Mina Lala, Stacy McIvor (Team Leader), Nicola Hew, Hena Farooq and 

Bronwyn Woodward  


