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Ka tae mai he manu pī, ka puta he manu rere 

Arrive a fledgling, leave soaring 
 
 

 
 
Dear Parents and Whānau  
We have had a really positive start to our learning journey with your children this year and we look 
forward to continuing to build on this in Term Two. This term we welcome Mrs Pedersen to our 
teaching team, she is currently working in Room 23 on Fridays, alongside Mrs Bradley. 
 
Term Two Learning Focus 

Our Learning Focus for Term Two is based on the concepts of wonder & creativity (expressed 
through Technology and Digital Technology). We will explore this through the  Inquiry Based Learning 
Process. 
Inquiry Based learning is how we develop a wide range of key skills and attitudes which are essential 
to your child’s development as a learner. 
 
The Inquiry Process at Blockhouse Bay Primary 

  I wonder 
What do I already know? 
What am I curious about? 
What do I notice? 
What do I want to find out now? 
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  I Find Out 
What questions do I need to ask? 
What information do I want to find out? 
Where can I find the answers? 
How can I use this information? 

  I Understand 
What do I think now? 
Do I need more information? 
How can I share what I’ve found out? 
What other things do I need to find out before I take action? 
Can I explain what I’ve learnt in my own words? 

  I Take Action 
What action do I need to take now?  
Why do I need to do it? 
How will I do it? 
Will the action bring about the change I want? 

  I Evaluate 
What went well?  Why? 
What was challenging?  Why?  
What would we do differently next time? 
How has my thinking/behaviour changed? 

 
P.E. 
Having enjoyed our cross-country practices and races we are now focussing on netball. 
We will have specialist tuition from Kiwi Sports in Netball. The children will have the 
opportunity to develop new techniques and team skills over six sessions this term. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Te Manawa  the heart of our school:   

‘Our space to imagine, connect and create.’ 
We have been utilising our new library and makerspace. If coming before school the children 
need to go to their classroom first to do their morning jobs. Each class visits Te Manawa 
weekly on the days listed below, but children can also change their books themselves on any 
day of the week. 

 

Room 19 Room 20 Room 21 Room 22 Room 23 

Thursday Friday Friday Friday Thursday 

 
Each child needs to have a book bag to protect their library books and return their library 
book once a week to prevent books becoming overdue or being lost. 

Assemblies: 

We normally get together as a team once a fortnight to share our learning, sing a few songs 
and discuss matters that apply to all of the children.  We will share what we 
have been doing, welcome new students and celebrate successes. If your 
child is going to be performing or hosting at assembly you will be notified 
beforehand. Kōwhai  assemblies will be in the Performing Arts Centre (Te 

Whau) at 2.30 pm usually every second Tuesday. This term Kōwhai will be hosting and singing 
at the whole school assembly on Friday 28th June at 2pm. 
 
Home learning 
Reading continues to be the main focus for your child’s home learning and 
should be done every day - either by your child reading to you, or you reading 
to them, or a combination of both.  
Children will  bring home a book they have read before, know quite well and often have 
brought home before. This is because they are working on their Familiar Reading: 

● Familiar reading is an opportunity to practise reading words in text effortlessly and 
efficiently (automatically) with expression 

● It provides opportunities to practise tricky structures and enhances the meaning 
 
We will also continue to focus on learning common words, you could support your child to 
learn to spell the common words that they can now read. 
 
Waste free lunches: 
We are strongly encouraging our school community to be as waste free as possible. Thank 
you for your support in this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
For our classrooms: 
Thank you for your donations, please continue to donate the following items if possible: 
 
-untreated wood offcuts 
- small boxes 
- buttons 
- bottle tops (plastic, metal) 
- sequins 
- Christmas tree decorations 
- ice cream containers (for storage) 
- plastic flowers / old lei 
- fabric 
- wool 
- ribbon 

 If so please send them into school any time this term, thank you! 
 
Tissues: 
We would also really appreciate it, if you have not already, if  you could donate a box of 
tissues to your child’s class. 
 
N.B.  If you have any questions or concerns, please see your child’s teacher for a quick chat 
before school. If you require a longer time please make an appointment with the teacher. 

 
 


