
  Community : God’s Big Agenda 



q  We are meeting less in 
organisations 

q  We play less organised 
sport  

q  We hang out less at 
the bar 

q  We know and trust our 
neighbours less 

q  We meet with friends 
less, and have less 
trusted friends 

q  We socialise with the 
family less 

Our Community 
Reality Today! 



‘Nearly one million 
Australians feel deeply 
excluded from society 
and almost one quarter 
of the population feels 
some level of exclusion.’ 

  
(11th Annual State of the Family Report, 2011, Anglicare) 



 
“The Beloved Community” 

Martin 
Luther 
King Jr 



‘Our goal is to create the 
beloved community and that 

will require a qualitative 
change in our souls as well 
as a qualitative change in 

our lives” 

(Dr Martin Luther King Jr) 
 



‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has chosen me to bring 
good news to the poor.  He has 

sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovery of sight to 

the blind; to set free the 
oppressed and to proclaim the year 

of the Lord’s favour.' 
(Luke 4:18) 

 



Jesus told His disciples that 
service is the distinguishing 

mark of those in His 
Kingdom- they feed the 

hungry, clothe the naked and 
visit those who are sick and 

in prison. 
(Matthew 25:35) 



‘Jesus said the first and greatest 
commandment is “love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind” 

and the second is ”love your 
neigbour as yourself. There is no 
other commandment greater than 

these.”  

(Matthew 22:37-40)  
 



 
“As the Father sent me 
into the world, so I send 

you.”  
 



 
“Your will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.”  
(Matthew 6:10)  

 



‘Faith should be both personal 
and public, but never just 

private.’ 
(Jim Wallis) 

 
“God’s agenda is larger than 

just spiritual conversion” 
(Bob Moffitt) 

  



‘We need to be ‘bilingual’ – 
speaking both the evangelistic 
message of the Kingdom of 

God and addressing its 
message  about community, 

justice, equity and inclusion.' 
(David Wilson) 





 

“If Jesus was 
Mayor, how would 

our community 
change?” 

 



Jesus’ Possible Community 
Vision and Agenda? 

q  How would He strengthen families? 
q  What would he do about domestic 

violence? 
q  What would He do about street children 

and the homeless? 
q  What would He do about unemployment 

and say about fair wages? 
q  What priority would He place on the 

education and support for children? 

 
 
 



Jesus’ Possible Community 
Vision and Agenda? 

q  What would He do about the gap between 
the rich and the poor? 

q  How would the “little and marginalised 
people” in society be treated in 
community? How would the powerful 
people feel about Him? 

q  What would He do about depression, 
loneliness and mental illness? 

q  How would He improve social relationships 
among the citizens? 
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Jesus’ Possible Community 
Action Style? 

q What would do to improve the way 
that local government works? 

q What role would He expect the 
church to play in the local 
community? 

q How would He encourage 
collaboration among faith based 
groups? 

 
 
 



Jesus’ Vision for Community 
q  Passionate about social justice and 

concern for the poor and vulnerable. 

q  Belief that every person is precious and 
loved by God. 

q  Everyone has gifts, no exceptions, and a 
responsibility to use those gifts. 

q  Concern for creation and its stewardship. 

q  Focus on ‘common good’. 



Characteristics of a Healthy 
Community from Isaiah 65 

q  Decent, safe and affordable housing for 
everyone (65:21-22). 

q  Jobs that provide adequate income and 
bring meaning and focus to people’s lives 
(65:21-22). 

q  Health care that adequately provides for 
all people, contributes to longevity and 
ends infant mortality (65:20). 

 
 



Characteristics of a “Shalom” Community from Isaiah 65 

q  Neigbourhoods that are stable, safe and 
mutually supportive (65:25). 

q  Environments that are healthy and are not 
dangerous to people’s health and safety 
(65:20). 

q  Wealth relatively and equitably distributed, so 
that there are no great disparities in income, 
wealth, position or status between people 
(65:21-23). 

q  People living in harmony with one another 
(65:19,25) 

 
 



Church history illustrates 
two thousand years of 
caring for the most 

marginalised in society and 
providing Jesus’ view of 

humanity. 
 



Early church history 
was characterised by 

generosity and 
sacrifice. 

 



“When Jesus finished his earthly ministry, 
He charged a handful of followers to deliver 
His message to the world. They did- and 

God eventually used the message carried by 
this tiny, persecuted, oppressed, rejected, 
reviled group of one hundred and twenty 

people to change the Roman Empire and put 
into effect the greatest social 

transformation within Western culture in the 
last two millennia.” 

(Rodney Stark, Social Scientist)  
 



The advice of a second-century 
church leader, Commodianus: 

“God Himself cries out: Break your 
bread with the needy. There is no 
need to visit with words, but with 
benefits ..do not try to satisfy 

them with words. They need food 
and drink..” 



The motto of John Wesley: 

“Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, 
in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, 
to all the people you can, 

as long as you can.” 



Story of the 
New Prospect 

Baptist 
Church 



Introduction 
My name is ___________.  
1.  What is your name?  
2.  Did someone talk to you about what the ‘Gift Exchange’ is all about?  
3.  What do you understand it to be?   

 Basically, we believe that everyone has God-given talents and gifts that can be used to benefit 
the community.  I’d like to spend a few minutes talking to you about your gifts and skills. 

Gifts 
Gifts are abilities that we are born with.  We may develop them, but no one has to teach them  
to us. 
1.  What positive qualities do people say you have? 
2.  Who are the people in your life that you give to?  How do you give to them? 
3.  When was the last time you shared with someone else?  What was it? 
4.  What do you give that makes you feel good? 
Skills 
Sometimes we have talents that we’ve acquired in everyday life such as cooking and fixing things. 
1.  What do you enjoy doing? 
2.  If you could start a business what would it be? 
3.  What do you like to do that people would pay you to do? 
4.  Have you ever made anything?  Have you ever fixed anything? 
Dreams 
Before you go, I want to take a minute and hear about your dreams – those goals you hope to 

accomplish. 
1.  What are your dreams? 
2.  If you could snap your fingers and be doing anything, what would it be? 

New Prospect Baptist Church 
Cincinnati, OH 

Survey Guidelines 



 

‘We were feeding 
folks, but we 

were not getting 
to know them.’ 

 

(Damian Lynch 111,New Prospect Baptist 
Church Pastor) 

 



The Noosa Story 



‘Each of us should use 
whatever gift we have 

received to serve 
others.’ 

 
(I Peter 4:10) 



‘The Lord has told us what 
is good.  What he requires 
of us is this – to do what 
is just, to show constant 
love and to live in humble 
fellowship with our God.' 

(Micah 6:8) 
 


