ACTS 22

The Gospel Takes The Stage

Acts 22:1 ‘My brothers and fathers,’ he began,
‘hear me as I explain myself to you.’
2 When they heard him speaking in Aramaic they became even quieter.
3 ‘I am a Jew’, he continued, ‘and I was born in Tarsus in Cilicia. I received my
education here, in this city, and I studied at the feet of Gamaliel. I was trained
in the strictest interpretations of our ancestral laws, and became zealous for
God, just as all of you are today. 4 I persecuted this Way, right to the point of
killing people, and I bound and handed over to prison both men and women –
5 as the high priest and all the elders can testify. I received letters from them
to the Jews of Damascus, where I was going in order to find the heretics who
were there, tie them up, and bring them to Jerusalem to face their just deserts.

6 ‘Just as I was on the way, and getting near to Damascus, suddenly a
bright light shone from heaven all around me. It was about midday. 7 I
fell down on the ground and I heard a voice, saying, “Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?” 8 I answered, “Who are you, Master?” And
he said to me, “I am Jesus of Nazareth, and you are said to me. “Go
away from here! I’m sending you far away – to the Gentiles!” ’ 9 ‘The
people who were with me saw the light, but they didn’t hear the voice
of the person speaking to me. 10 So I said, “What shall I do, Master?”
And the Lord said to me, “Get up and go into Damascus, and there you
will be informed of all the things that have been arranged for you to
do.”
11 ‘So, as I couldn’t see because of the brightness of that light, the
people with me led me by the hand, and I came to Damascus.’

12 ‘There was a man named Ananias,’ Paul continued. ‘He was a
devout, law-keeping Jew, and all the Jews living in Damascus would
testify to the fact. 13 He came and stood beside me and said,
“Brother Saul, receive your sight.”
In that very moment I could see, and I looked at him. 14 This is what
he said. “The God of our ancestors chose you to know his will, to see
the Righteous One, and to hear the word from his mouth. 15 This is
because you are going to bear witness for him to all people, telling
them what you have seen and heard. 16 Now, then, what are you
going to do? Get up, be baptized and wash away your sins by calling
on his name.”

17 ‘After I came back to Jerusalem, and was praying in the Temple, I fell into a
trance, 18 and I saw him speaking to me. “Hurry up!” he said. “Leave Jerusalem
as quickly as possible! They won’t accept your testimony about me.” 19 “But,
Lord,” I replied, “they themselves know that in all the synagogues I used to
imprison and beat those who believe in you. 20 And when they shed the
blood of Stephen, your witness, I was myself standing there and giving my
approval. I was looking after the cloaks of those who were killing him.”
21 ‘ “No,” he said to me. “Go away from here! I’m sending you far away – to the
Gentiles!” ’
22 Up to this point the crowd listened to Paul. But now they began to shout.
‘Away with him from the face of the earth!’ they yelled. ‘Someone like that has
no right to live!’
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PAUL’S TESTIMONY ARGUES
1) THE GOSPEL IS THE FIRST PRIORITY
2) HIS ZEAL FOR GOD MADE HIM
DISOBEDIENT TO GOD
The centrality of the gospel
and
the warning over our zealousness for the Lord
emphasise that we are saved for God’s purposes,
not for our own agendas

