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Level 8 Book 6: Night Hunting
Words: 885
New Sounds: aw (draw), ew (drew), ou (touch), air (chair), are (dare), ear (pear), 
   eer (cheer), ore (more), dge (edge), tch (match)

Setting the scene for reading – Activating Prior KnowledgeSetting the scene for reading – Activating Prior Knowledge
In this story Night Hunting, Zane and Zeke the bilbies leave their burrow to hunt for food 
during the night. 

Bilbies are an Austrlian animal that are also known as Rabbit-Eared Bandicoots. They 
are marsupials which means they have a pouch. They have soft blue-grey fur, large ears 
and they are almost hairless. Being a nocturnal animal, they are active at night and 
sleep during the day in the safety of their burrows.

In this story, Zane and Zeke have an eventful night while they are out searching for food. 
They have a lot to thank the cockatoos for.

Learn a New WordLearn a New Word
Teacher: When you read this story, you will read the word cunning.

Teacher: If you are cunning, you do something in a sly or tricky way.

Teacher: At the end of the story, we will go back and look at this word carefully in the 
sentence where it is used.

Sight Word Practice
Teacher: Let’s point to and practise saying the words that are made up of the sounds 

that we haven’t learnt yet.

Sight words:

as

their

the

where

were

there

was

into

said
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to

is

do

all
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they
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Just as the sun was going down, Zane and Zeke were 
waking up. “That was a perfect day’s sleep,” said Zane. 
“I feel very energetic and I am keen to do lots of hunting 
and digging tonight,” replied Zeke. They had a quick 
snack and made their way up to the top level of their 
burrow. It had taken them three weeks to dig the burrow 
and it was just about complete. It was very cool inside 
the burrow as it was deep in the ground, out of the 
scorching sun. Zane and Zeke just needed to dig a room 
at the top of the burrow to store their food in. As soon 
as this was complete they were going to go out to stock 
up on seeds, insects and even a few witchetty grubs to 
feast on. 
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When the sun had completely set and the stars were 
shining brightly, Zane and Zeke left the burrow to begin 
their hunt for tasty buds, seeds and grubs. “It is not safe 
for us to go too far from the burrow,” Zeke reminded 
Zane. “We must be close so we can get to safety 
quickly.” It was hot and dry in the sandy desert. Zane 
and Zeke used their long snouts and sharp claws to dig 
in the ground next to the clumps of Spinifex. They found 
loads of insects to store, and a few seeds. They went a 
fair bit further to where there were rocks and shrubs. 
“Let’s explore around here for witchetty grubs,” said 
Zane. “Not too far,” Zeke reminded him again. 

As they were hunting for the grubs a flock of pink 
cockatoos began screeching high up in the trees not far 
from them. They screeched and screeched really loudly. 
The cockatoos flew down low to where Zane and Zeke 
were exploring and then back up high into the trees. 
They did not stop screeching. 
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Zeke began to panic. “I think the cockatoos are trying to 
alert us!” he cried out. “I agree,” said Zane. “We must 
get back to the burrow as quickly as we can.” The 
screeching from the cockatoos suddenly got louder. “I 
wish we were closer to the burrow. It is quite a long way 
back,” said Zeke. Just then Zane saw a red flash dart 
behind a stack of rocks. He spun around to grab Zeke 
and cried out, “It’s time to start running!” 

All of a sudden a huge, red fox bounded out from 
behind the stack of rocks. Zeke and Zane both got sight 
of it at the same time and began to bolt back to the 
burrow. They sprinted back to where they had been 
collecting insects in the Spinifex. “I need to stop for a 
while,” Zane said as he was puffing and panting. “We 
cannot stop,” said Zeke. “The fox is right behind us.” 
Just as he said this they both saw the flash of red leap 
between the clumps of Spinifex. “That fox is cunning,” 
said Zeke. “He is waiting for us to rest so he can grab us 
with his sharp teeth and eat us up!” 
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They ran and ran but Zane’s legs were so very sore. “We 
must be getting close to the burrow by now,” said Zeke. 
“I feel like we have been running for ages but I still 
cannot see the burrow,” replied Zane. By this stage the 
fox was so close that Zane and Zeke were beginning to 
think that they had no way of escaping from him. Just 
as they were about to surrender to the fox they were 
swept up and taken for a very swift ride across the sandy 
desert. It took Zane and Zeke only a moment to see that 
they had been saved by Gus. 

Gus raced across the ground zig zagging between shrubs 
and rocks and trying to dodge the clumps of Spinifex. It 
had not taken long for the red fox to see that Zane and 
Zeke were escaping and his feast of bilby might not 
happen. Zane and Zeke sat on Gus’ back and held on 
very tight. It was a bumpy ride but all of a sudden they 
saw the top of their burrow. Zeke began to cry but did 
not let go of Gus. “Run, Gus, run!” Zane cried out. “Veer 
left! That is the burrow just beside that stack of rocks.” 
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“That fox will not catch us!” cried out Gus. He sped up 
and bounded off the top of a rock ledge, landing right at 
the top of Zane and Zeke’s burrow. Without turning to see 
where the fox was, Gus told them to quickly crawl into 
the burrow to get to safety. Zane and Zeke did as Gus 
said. They got to the base of the burrow and lay down 
puffing and panting. Before long, Gus got to the base of 
the burrow too and let out a cheer. “The fox will never 
get us down here,” he said. “He kept sprinting and did 
not see us stop to escape down here!” Zane and Zeke got 
up to hug Gus. “Thank you, thank you,” said Zeke. “You 
saved us from that fox.” “I think he was planning bilby 
for tonight’s feast,” said Zane. “You are safe now,” said 
Gus. “Let’s sit, relax and be happy!”

ndi
w. Without tur

s told them to quickly cr
o get to safety. Zane and Zeke did a

They got to the base of the burrow and lay 
and panting. Before long, Gus go
ow too and let out a 
own here,” 



Did you understand what you read?

1. Did Zane and Zeke go out hunting during the day or the night?

2. Name some of the foods that they were going out to look for.

3. Why did Zeke keep reminding Zane not to go too far?

4. How did Zane and Zeke know that there was something wrong?

5. The story says that ‘they were about to surrender to the fox’. 
 What do you think the word ‘surrender’ means?

6. How did the bilbies escape from the fox?

7. What might Zane and Zeke do differently next time they go hunting  

 to be safer?

Word Hunt
Teacher: Let’s find the word cunning in the story that we talked about
before we read.

Teacher: What did the fox do that was cunning?

cunning
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New Sounds:

aw (draw), ew (drew), ou (touch), 
air (chair), are (dare), ear (pear), 
eer (cheer), ore (more), 
dge (edge), tch (match)

All Level 8 Readers contain pre-reading activities to set the purpose for reading, and 
post-reading activities to assist in comprehension and vocabulary development. 
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