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TRANSCRIPT 
 

0.00 JK: This is an interview with Mrs Elaine Davies and Jo Kijas on the 
27th of September 2012 for the Shared Terrain Oral History 
Project on behalf of the City of Sydney History Unit.   

  O.K, Elaine, can you please tell me your full name and your year 
of birth and that’s how we’ll get started. 

 ED: Right.  Well, it’s Elaine Davies and I was born in 1937. 

 JK: And we’re here to talk about the green and golden frogs and 
living in Rosebery, but just to give us a context, can you give me 
some background about you, where you grew up and just a bit 
about childhood and what were your interests and things? 

 ED: O.K, I grew up in Kingsford, not very far away.  I've got four brothers 
and a sister, very uneventful childhood because it was post-war, very 
uneventful.  I went to Dover Heights Home Science High School 
which no longer exists any more, of course, and really nothing very 
much.  No great interest, I was never a sporty person.  I just had my 
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friends, went to St John’s Ambulance for a number of years and 
basically that was it, very uninteresting. 

 JK: When you were growing up, what was Kingsford like as a 
suburb?  And please explain it to me because I’m not a Sydney 
girl and I wasn’t around in those years after all. 

 ED: O.K, fine.  Kingsford was quiet.  I lived in Shaw Avenue which had a 
park, like a little oval with palm trees in the middle.  Nobody or very 
few had cars, nobody had phones.  We used to go up every Saturday 
morning and do the shopping up at Anzac Parade because there 
weren't any shopping areas or any big shopping centres, anything 
like that.  You just grow up and you just don’t think about it, not really. 

2.27  There were trees in all our streets – Kingsford did have a lot of trees 
in it.  Tunstall Avenue was being built up because it overlooks the 
Australian Golf Course.  Not really very much. 

 JK: Do you remember were there birds and animals around the place 
and were there indeed frogs and that sort of animal life? 

 ED: I don't remember frogs.  Dogs and cats, of course, always birds.  The 
aeroplanes used to come over and almost touch the chimneys of the 
houses.  Everybody had fruit trees in their backyards. 

 JK: Did you have bats and things? 

 ED: No bats. 

 JK: No flying foxes? 

 ED: No, no flying foxes, no, not where we were.  There were definitely no 
frogs.  Nobody had ponds or anything else like that.  That’s going 
back a few years, though; the memory’s not all that crash hot.  No, 
we weren't aware of nature, put it that way, we weren't particularly 
environmentally worried, everything was just as it was. 

4.06  It was after the war and everybody was trying to sort of get 
themselves back on top.  My mother had been very, very ill on and off 
for many years with a heart problem.  No, we were just very 
immersed in our own little group, I suppose. 

 JK: But you do remember it as being a treey, open space sort of 
area? 

 ED: No, it was built up.  I mean, Shaw Avenue has houses on either side 
of the street and there’s a separation in one end of it which had these 
palm trees on it - the council would come in once in a blue moon and 
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mow it – but, no, there was nothing particularly spacious or built-up.  I 
mean, it wasn’t Redfern but it wasn’t Potts Point. 

 JK: Meaning the difference in - - - 

 ED: Well, see, Potts Point was leafy and beautiful and everything and you 
go through to Potts Point and you could walk through Potts Point, that 
area, Vaucluse and that sort of thing, you could walk through those 
streets and it was lovely.  Redfern, you’d sort of walk through and it 
was all built-up and dirty and horrible and we were in between; it was 
a working class suburb as Rosebery is or was; I think in the street I 
lived there was two or three of them that were Legacy people 
because their fathers had been lost in the war.  No, not particularly 
leafy. 

 JK: But it wasn’t barren? 

6.01 ED: Oh, it wasn’t barren, not by any means, it wasn’t barren.  Everybody 
had their garden in the front and their tree and their tree in their 
backyard and their fruit trees in their backyard, it was all of that but it 
wasn’t luscious but it wasn’t dead barren. 

 JK: And when did you come to here, to Rosebery?  And perhaps 
there was in-between times. 

 ED: For about four, five years I lived in Randwick, opposite Centennial 
Park.  Again, you saw the flying foxes there and you saw the birds 
and people walking their dogs because where I lived was opposite 
Centennial Park.  It’s not unlike here, where opposite we don’t have 
houses.  I used to walk through Centennial Park every morning to go 
to work; never walked back there coming home in the afternoon 
because I was too lazy. But again the suburb in itself, there were 
trees everywhere, people had trees in their yards; you go around into 
Clovelly Road and there’s quite a lot of trees there.  It hasn’t 
changed, Darley Road really hasn’t changed over the years.  And 
again it’s not lush.  There’s no trees on the footpath because they're 
concrete footpaths there and across the road is Centennial Park so 
you don’t need trees on your footpath.  But again it was no great 
difference to living in Kingsford.  And then when we came here, I was 
married and John and I came here, again the feeling was exactly the 
same.  You were going to a different suburb but you weren't going 
into a different environment. 

8.12  It was the same: working class people in working class houses that 
were the trees in your backyard and cats and dogs, unfortunately.  
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Nobody was particularly worried about the environment; we were just 
getting on with our life when it’s all boiled down. 

 JK: And do you think there then has been a shift that you’ve seen 
over the years when people did start to worry about their 
environments within the city? 

 ED: Oh, I think so, yes, I think so.  I think people now start to think – 
though I don't know, Miss Moore [Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore] 
keeps telling us that we live in the village of Rosebery but I've never 
seen a village anywhere that had as many high-rise units and they're 
still going up.  So you get this area and again it hasn’t changed, the 
street hasn’t changed.  Some of the houses have been upgraded a 
little bit here and there, everybody’s got a couple of trees in their yard 
- we’ve got our dear pepper tree which mightn’t last much longer – 
but it’s just a suburb.  It’s not a particularly leafy suburb but it’s not 
barren.  You stand on our front and you can look out and most of the 
trees you see down there are a couple of council parks - I think it’s 
Tumbarumba Park or something like that.  So it was very gradual. 

10.02 JK: What was gradual? 

 ED: People wanting to green up.  I mean, when they started planting trees 
in the street nobody wanted them because we like to keep our buffalo 
grass looking just so and we did.  And then they started planting trees 
and the buffalo, poor old grass, disappeared.  So instead of having 
this lovely row of beautifully kept buffalo lawns out the front you have 
all this hotchpotch which it is at the moment.  The trees, maybe the 
trees are better but I don't know that they're an Australian native. 

 JK: I can't remember what yours were out the front.  I saw tea trees 
on other streets coming here on the bus, Melaleucas. 

 ED: At one stage there they went through and they planted – this was 
South Sydney [Council] – they planted bottlebrush.  Now, the only 
one that has survived is this ……… one.  Our bottlebrush got into the 
drains and so it had to go, I mean end of story.  They had two or 
three episodes where they tried to plant those ones and then they 
gave them up as a bad job.  There are a few around further down 
towards Gardeners Road.  Steve next door, he’s got a wattle in front 
of his.  The wattles, that was another, when the planted the 
bottlebrush and then they planted wattles and at one stage they had 
bottlebrush and wattle and bottlebrush.  But the bottlebrush mainly 
down towards Gardeners Road, they’ve survived but up towards this 
way it’s all this new - whatever it is I have no idea, no idea 
whatsoever – but they have survived. 
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12.14  Steve’s got this lovely wattle tree in the front of his and the 
bottlebrushes on the other side next door and in front of Bernie’s 
place. 

 JK: And when did these trees start being planted? 

 ED: Probably about twenty, twenty five years. 

 JK: So the first lot -? 

 ED: Well, Steph’s engagement party, that’s over thirty years ago, we had 
the beautiful buffalo out the front.  So, yes, it’d be about twenty five 
years. 

 JK: And you were saying that the first lot, there was a reason why 
they often didn’t survive. 

 ED: Yes, they weren't looked after and we didn’t want them so we didn’t 
look after them.  End of story, we didn’t want them so we didn’t look 
after them.  But they weren't looked after, they weren't watered, and 
they were probably the wrong tree.  The ones that have survived 
have probably more good luck than good management, like the wattle 
tree and the other one in front of Bernie’s place; it’s more good luck 
than good management.  These ones now have all been planted and, 
as I say, it was a Melbourne company that did it and they come 
around every so often and water them.  

 JK: Good idea. 

 ED: They don’t do it now because the trees are established but for twelve, 
eighteen months, two years they did.  Every so often they'd come 
around and they'd put their hose in this little pot that they’ve got down 
and they watered them. 

14.12  As I say, that stopped because the trees are all established now but 
you'll notice ours is the smallest tree in the street for the same 
reason: they planted it smack in the middle and it took over the drain.  
So when they came to plant this particular one I went out and I said, 
“Don’t put it in the middle”.  “Got to do it, love, got to go in the middle”.  
I said, “Well, it’ll just die because it’s going to get into our drain”.  I 
said, “If you plant it to the side” which they’ve done but you’ve noticed 
ours is the smallest in the street. 

 JK: I did actually notice that. 

 ED: Yes, and that is the reason. 

 JK: And they're not European trees? 
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 ED: I have no idea.  They're evergreen, they're not deciduous and they 
have a berry or a little flower type of thing. 

 JK: Are they a nice-looking tree to you? 

 ED: I don’t think so. 

 JK: What is it that you don’t like about them? 

 ED: I think they're just there.  I mean, the wattle tree is superb, it’s got 
character.  The bottlebrush on the other side is superb, it’s got 
character.  These don’t seem to have any character, they just are a 
tree.  They go up and then they go out and they say that, “Oh, we’ve 
greened the street” but they haven't given it any – I mean, if you look 
down the street it’s green and you think “Oh, it looks lovely” but 
there’s no character and if get down the bottom of the street opposite 
the Macedonian church there’s a couple of the wattle trees have 
survived - and there’s wattle everywhere at the moment - there’s a bit 
of character to them. 

16.07 JK: And did you notice any change in birdlife with the types of 
planting, the bottlebrush and the wattles that survived? 

 ED: Well, we have a lot of Noisy Miners, we have doves – two or three 
have, these three or four have – because the doves decide where 
they want to play.  They like our place because they could get water 
but since I've put the net on it not crash happy about that.  But the 
doves, they build their nest in the tea tree.  Have you ever seen a 
dove’s nest?  It is the straggliest little thing I've ever seen in my life; I 
really can’t work out how they do it.  But we don’t have many 
starlings, I haven't seen a sparrow for years, I really haven't, but we 
have a flock of parrots. 

 JK: What sort? 

 ED: The green with the red. 

 JK: King parrots? 

 ED: No, I don’t think they're king parrots. 

 JK: No, they're too big, aren’t they? 

 ED: I know the name of the parrot but I can’t think at the moment. 

 JK: So we’re not talking lorikeets, we’re talking parrots? 

 ED: Yes, no, they're not lorikeets; they're parrots because there’s a 
couple of bottlebrush in the church grounds.  They come into there; 
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they feed in there because they love the bottlebrush up the road.  
Haven't noticed them in the wattle tree; I don’t think they eat wattle. 

18.03  But they come next door into Nat’s place.  She’s got a tree, 
deciduous, I don't know what it is because I’m not really very 
botanically minded at all and they’ll come in there.  Don’t like anything 
we’ve got; they don’t like the pepper tree but they're sort of very noisy 
first thing in the morning and in the middle of the day.  Oh, we’ve got 
magpies, a few magpies, a couple of Willy Wagtails.  Occasionally we 
see a wren, the blue wrens, not often.  I think they must nest – 
because the golf course is not very far as the crow flies – they must 
nest and then they come in here occasionally but I don't know where 
they're nesting, where they live. 

 JK: And have you seen them recently, even if occasionally? 

 ED: No, I haven't seen - - - 

 JK: But within a year or two years? 

 ED: Oh, yes, oh, yes, probably only months. 

 JK: O.K, right. 

 ED: It would only be months that I've seen them.  The doves seem to be 
breeding reasonably well, I don't know why because of their stupid 
nests. 

 JK: Are they the ones with the little topknot things? 

 ED: There are a few of them around.  There’s two or three pair of them 
around but I don't know where they're nesting; they only come in here 
occasionally because since I've had to put the net over the pond birds 
can’t get in. 

20.05  And I've got a couple of pots on the wall but if you leave water in 
there you’ve got mosquitos and there’s nothing you can do.  You 
can’t put anything in to stop the mosquitos the birds can’t drink so 
that’s a bit of a problem.  But the lady up the road, unfortunately, is 
encouraging the marsh frog and he’ll take over off the bell frog if he 
gets a chance.   

 JK: So that’s not - - - 

 ED: As far as I’m concerned, I’m only interested in the bell frog.  We had 
marsh frogs and I'd catch them and they go up to Orchard Hills; not 
supposed to but they did.  I didn’t kill them. 
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 JK: Do they compete with the green bell? 

 ED: Yes, they do.  See, with the marsh frog, it scrambles, it doesn’t jump.  
With a bell frog, he can jump six feet, ten feet.  I mean, we’ve seen 
them in that middle section where we stood and there were some 
plants that had the long, thin leaf and you’d go out there and there’d 
be this gigantic bell frog sitting on the top of this leaf and you think, 
“Good Lord above, even a fly’d make that move but you're sitting up 
there on this long stemmed leaf” and you go near it and it would jump 
to the other end of the pond.  Gigantic jumpers but the marsh frog 
scrambles.  And when Arthur was here and Luther(?), they said,  “Oh, 
the marsh frogs can’t jump, so if you’ve got a wall two foot high you'll 
keep the marsh frogs out”, which we tried to do but they came 
through the stormwater channel, stormwater. 

22.12  Now, they told me that wouldn’t happen but I caught three of them in 
the stormwater about two years back.  So they do come through the 
stormwater because that’s where I found them, in the side passage in 
the stormwater.  They went up to Orchard Hills so I don't know what 
happened after. 

 JK: And we’re talking about Arthur White [well-known frog expert] 
when you said about Arthur. 

 ED: Yes. 

 JK: Well, perhaps we should keep talking about the frogs.  Could 
you describe what your frogs – your frogs that you want to keep 
rather than the marsh frogs – what do they look like and 
describe what they do apart from jumping? 

 ED: Well, frogs don’t do much anyway, do they, really when it’s all boiled 
down?  As you saw yourself this morning, one was just lying in the 
water and the other was sitting there, basking – not that there’s any 
sun but it was just basking – that’s what they do.  If they're disturbed, 
they’ll dive into the water or they’ll jump.  Like the small frogs, last 
year we had a few froglets I’ll call them.  Now, they came out of the 
pond and they got up out of the pond and they got up out of the water 
onto the pond wall, they got over into the other side of the yard and 
they just jump around all the time.  They go from being a really dark, 
grey-green to bright green and they have the gold stripe up either 
side, goes through to their nose, great big eyes. 

24.07  They’ve got webbed feet but they don’t have pads - like a tree frog 
has big pads on it; they don’t have that - and their song is absolutely 
superb.  They sing rounders.  I was trying to tell the lady up the road 
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what they would do; I couldn’t think of the word.  You know how when 
as kids we were taught “Row, row, row your boat” and then 
everybody got in?  Well, that’s what they do.  They start singing and 
then another comes in and it’s round and I’ll make no effort to make 
the song of the frog.  Arthur probably could.  I've never, ever taken a 
recording of their calling.  They haven't called for about three years.  
John and I were away last year when my sister was ill in Tumut and 
our granddaughter was staying here and when we came back she 
said, “Grandma”, she said, “the frogs called last night but that’s the 
only night they called” but they did spawn, so we got a few taddies 
and a few frogs out of that.  And for ten of them that survive one will 
survive; the mortality rate is incredible.  The year before I think we 
heard them call twice but over the years, over the many years when 
the old swimming pool was there - which they loved the old swimming 
pool, there’s no doubt about that – when the swimming pool was 
there they would call all night, every night, all through summer.  And 
we’d be in the bedroom, everything locked up and you could hear 
them and I used to think, “Oh, the neighbours’ll kill this”. 

26.04  Ettie is the elderly lady living next door, she loved it, and Linda and 
Steve, they loved it and Linda will still tell me, “I miss the frogs’ 
noise”.  It sounds absolutely superb because they’ve got this round 
just over and over and but they don’t call any more, no calling yet but 
I don’t think I've got a male big enough. 

 JK: Because you did tell me the females don’t call and the males 
call. 

 ED: Yes, the males call, the females don’t call.  And the big one in there is 
definitely a female and I would say the one we saw this morning is a 
bit too big for a male, I'd say she was a female, and the little one we 
saw in the pond, who knows?  But if it is a male, he’s only last year’s. 

 JK: So that’s why he’s not big enough. 

 ED: He’s not big enough; I’m pretty sure he won't breed.  Maybe if he 
survives for another twelve months but I'd be very surprised if we get 
any tadpoles this year, it will really surprise me. 

 JK: And you're not happy about that? 

 ED: No, because they’ve been here, my knowledge of them having been 
in the yard for over thirty years because John and I used to sit at the 
side gate there and throw balls to the dogs – actually, we were 
throwing balls to Pepe who was our first poodle – and we’d be sitting 
there, having a glass of wine and in the corner where our red bin is at 
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the moment, our garbage bin, there was a monsterio, it wasn’t 
gigantic, and you’d look up on the leaves, you could count the frogs. 

28.06  “Oh, there’s eight of them there today” and they'd sit there and they’d 
just watch us because the sun would be there and I had no idea what 
they were because I kept saying to John, “Empty the pool, clear the 
pool.  Nobody’s using it, get rid of it” but he didn’t and then I noticed 
there.  And from then on it’s just sort of been the frogs took over the 
old swimming pool, there were right through the whole yard.  
Because we used to have one of those soaker hoses against the 
fence because I had a bonsai there, bonsai house – everything’s 
gone to wrack and ruin now – but in the breeding season I could walk 
around our backyard and count fifty, sixty little frogs, I'd had ten 
twelve, twenty frogs in the pond; there were just frogs everywhere.  I 
didn’t know what they were, I didn’t have a clue.  And I can't 
remember, I really can’t remember what made me – I rang the 
museum, Sydney Museum, and I spoke to their frog man who was a 
Canadian, and he said, “Oh, yeah, I’ll come out.  We’ll have a look”.  
Well, he came out and he looked at the frogs on that side, didn’t look 
in the pond or anything.  He said, “Oh, yeah, they're green and gold 
bell frogs”.  I said, ”Oh”.  He said, “Can’t do anything about them”, he 
said, “they're protected, top of the list”. 

29.59  And he wasn’t very interested because he was the gentleman who 
was in charge of the bell frogs because originally they came here 
when they started building – the ACI used to have their sand where 
all those units are down there; well, ACI used to mine the sand for the 
glass and that’s where the frogs were.  That’s where the frogs and 
their little bits and pieces and as the mining stopped and they started 
talking about putting units up and this sort of thing and there was a 
big thing about “Save the Frogs”; Meriton’s were put on hold, you had 
to save the frogs because these were the most precious frogs of all 
and we had a pool that was going dirty and wasted and they decided 
that, “O.K”.  I think what they were doing was filling in all bits and 
pieces where the frogs were; like all the little hollows that had water in 
it that the frogs were breeding so they just crossed the road and 
came down here and I didn’t worry about them.  

 JK: You thought that the frog habitat was all being taken. 

 ED: Oh, yes, because this is when they started the big Homebush, when 
they were doing the Olympic Park and that, where they’ve got the 
green and gold frogs up at the Homebush Bay.  Well, they took them 
from down here and they took them to Taronga Zoo, to breed them at 
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Taronga Zoo, and I should imagine the museum was involved in it 
and all these people were involved in getting Homebush Bay set up.   

32.14  Now, whether Arthur was involved in that I really don’t know because 
it’s only about seven or eight years since Arthur found out that we 
had the frogs here.  But, you know, the frogs just decided they'd 
move in here and we didn’t do anything. 

 JK: So when did you move here and how long between moving here 
and realising that you - - -  

 ED: …….  We moved here when our daughter was two and she’s fifty two 
this year.  We put an above-ground pool in – I think she was about 
ten or eleven - and that was used constantly until she was about 
eighteen.  And then she stopped using it and she was at uni and all 
sorts of things and next door, they put their building on the back and 
their garage up and that and when the builder did he he built the 
garage so that – still laugh about it – there was a step of about that 
far (demonstrates visually) to get into the garage so they had to build 
that. 

 JK: About what, two foot? 

 ED: Yes, to get into the garage.  So instead of putting ramps and things 
they built the yard up so that the neighbours then could stand there 
and look straight into us whereas before they couldn’t and so we 
stopped using the pool. 

34.02  And they're lovely people; they wouldn’t stand and look at you 
anyway but well, we sort of stopped using the pool.  And John was 
busy working and I'd say to him, ”Oh, better empty the pool.  What 
are we going to do with it?  I don't know but it’s encouraging” – I was 
worried about mosquitos.  And it just went on for a couple of years 
and it was getting dirty and ugly and horrible and we didn’t connect – 
stupid – the frogs that we were sitting talking to with the pond, with 
the pool, didn’t connect them.  It never occurred to us that they were 
actually breeding and we didn’t realise it, so how long they'd been 
breeding in our pool before we realised it I don't know because I 
wouldn’t go up and look.  Every so often I'd go up and get so 
disgusted, it was so dirty, but it wasn’t dirty because you could see – 
like you could see today – there was dirt on the bottom but you could 
see right in.  And this day I went up there and there were shoals of 
tadpoles and they do, they swim in a shoal all together. 

 JK: I didn’t know that. 
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 ED: Oh, it’s incredible, especially when there’s a lot of them – even when 
there’s not.  You see the fish on the television, the fish all sort of swim 
all in these great big shoals.  Well, that’s what the taddies do too and 
this great big wave and I’m thinking, “What in the heck is that?” and 
then I realised it was tadpoles and we realised the frogs were what 
was doing it.  So once there were tadpoles there that was it, we just 
left them and we’ve never had – touch wood – never had a mosquito 
problem. 

 JK: Because of the tadpoles. 

 ED: Well, no, because tadpoles - - - 

36.01 JK: They don’t eat mosquitos, the larvae? 

 ED: No.  Possibly could because the tadpoles eat underwater, the frogs 
eat above.  Frogs don’t eat under water so the frogs would eat the 
mosquitos.  The tadpoles perhaps would eat the larvae if they were 
actually laid there, I don't know, but the frogs would eat the 
mosquitos.  We’ve never had a mosquito problem, considering there 
was this expanse of water because the pool, the indoor pool, was as 
big as the three of them now, it was as long. 

 JK: So what happened there?  So out the back there’s a sort of 
divided area? 

 ED: Well, that was basically the wall here (indicates visually) on the side, 
that was the wall that was built to stop you sort of walking in because 
the pool was one of these up this (demonstrates visually), four foot 
deep. 

 JK: Right, off the ground. 

 ED: And it came out as far – we’ve built this wall across the back here 
because of the ponds but that was just the end of the pool and then I 
put pots of geraniums and sorts of things around there and this ribbon 
grass.  Oh, went bonkers everywhere, ribbon grass, but the frogs 
loved it.  The small frogs loved the ribbon grass because you’d stand 
there and you’d look at it and there’d be twenty, thirty baby frogs in 
the ribbon grass.  And they went everywhere.  They went up the road; 
they went next door, I’m sure they went back, they went everywhere. 

 JK: The frogs did? 

37.57 ED: The young ones, even the big ones.  Bernie – he’s passed away now 
– but he had strawberries and he found the frogs sitting on his 
strawberry patch and he was very upset and I said to Steve, I said, 
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“Tell Bernie not to worry.  They don’t eat – they're eating the insects 
because your strawberries are encouraging the insects and the frogs 
are eating the insects because that’s all they eat.  They only eat live – 
if it’s dead they don’t touch it”.  “Oh”.  So Steve often found them in 
his place; they preferred Bernie because he had fruit.  Next door a 
couple of times the kids have brought in these frogs.  They’ve found 
them and they're worried the dogs were going to take to them and I 
said, “No, they’ve made their home in your place amongst the mondo 
grass”.  I said, “Take it back and put it back”.  I said, “They’ll be fine”, 
which they’ve done and we just let them go.  As I say, we had three 
poodles. 

 JK: You had three poodles? 

 ED: Three poodles, three miniature poodles, and never saw a dead frog 
or a mutilated frog or anything.  In fact, when the storm, that hailstorm 
that hit Sydney, we were badly battered with it and at one stage there 
because we had three poodles I lived in the garage.  John was in a 
motel because he was working and he’s not terribly well, so he was in 
a motel, and I was living in the garage, in the centre garage there with 
a bed and what have you, and the garage door would be up probably 
two feet, three feet through the night and the dogs and I’d sit in the 
chair and we’d just watch the grass as it hopped around. 

40.01 JK: The frogs. 

 ED: The frogs hopping around the grass.  Well, the dogs would just sit 
there and look at it, “So what, it’s another frog”, no worries at all.  So, 
yes, I’m very disappointed, very unhappy that they seem to have – 
whether they’ve got the disease, this disease that the frogs have got 
or not, I don't know, whether the water in there’s – they’ve never been 
the same since the ponds.  They loved the pool because that’s what 
brought Arthur and – I can’t think of his name now because I went up 
one day when we had the storm, the hailstorm.  The hailstones tore 
the lining of the pond, right. 

 JK: The pool? 

 ED: The pool, yes.  So basically over the years, the next couple of years 
with the heat and everything and the holes in it the lining started to 
disintegrate and break away and come down and for some reason it 
was absolutely incredible that year, the amount of baby frogs we had; 
thousands of them, you wouldn’t have counted them.  And I'd go up 
there and I'd look at them and they're climbing up the wall and as 
they climbed up the wall the lining was here – this was the water and 
the lining was going like this (demonstrates visually). 
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 JK: Curling around. 

 ED: Curling ‘round and they were going up into there (indicates visually) 
and there was that many of them that they were all sort of - - - 

 JK: They were getting stuck in there? 

 ED: Oh, yes, getting stuck in there.  They were dying.  Was crying and 
had been in tears a couple of days there and John said, “There’s 
nothing you can do about it” because with the pond it wasn’t freely to 
walk around. 

42.09 JK: So big. 

 ED: It was quite close to the wall.  And I said, “Well, you could do 
something”.  And I think I rang Taronga Park Zoo and I said, “Look, 
I've got these green and gold bell frogs” and he said, “Look, love”, he 
said, “we can’t do anything about it for you”, he said, “but there’s a 
Frog and Tadpole Society” and he said, “This is their number”.  
Luther.  He said, “Give them a ring”.  So I rang and you got this 
answering service and I just said, “Well, look, you know, I've got 
these green and gold bell frogs”, I said, “and there’s hundreds of 
them but they're not going to survive”.  And so, of course, Luther got 
back onto me and said, “Oh, yeah”, didn’t really believe me, he didn’t 
believe me - I can’t blame him. 

 JK: There’s this endangered species. 

 ED: Yes, and I’m sort of talking, “I've got hundreds of them”.  I had 
actually thousands of them.  But he turned up very, very quickly, 
absolutely astounded, just didn’t believe it.  He was in seventh 
heaven and, of course, he rang Arthur and Arthur got here very 
quickly and he was in seventh heaven.  And then they got the 
Tadpole Society, the people, and they're just seeing Arthur and 
Luther in the pond, catching frogs; it was a sight to be seen because 
the mud was that deep (indicates visually) and they were in the mud. 

44.02 JK: You’ve just indicated a good foot deep. 

 ED: Oh, yes, yes. 

 JK: Two foot deep. 

 ED: The mud was deep and the pair of them were in the pond, catching 
frogs, catching little ones, but they wanted the big ones.  I mean, you 
can’t blame them, they wanted the adults; there was that many of the 
little ones anyway.  But they'd no sooner and they'd think, “Oh, yeah, 
we’ve got them all” and the next thing you know there’d be another 
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one.  They were down in the mud; they had fun and games, they 
were in seventh heaven.  Arthur took away half a dozen of them.  I'm 
not sure, somebody told me that they died but I'd be very surprised if 
they did.  And I didn’t particularly want them back; the more they're 
spread around, the better for me; I wouldn’t feel so responsible.  You 
know, the responsibility was gone.  Luther took some and he brought 
them back but they really didn’t survive but then the tadpole people, 
the society, they all came in and they got rid of the pond and they 
helped us build this business we’ve got here. 

 JK: Which is the three smaller - - - 

 ED: Well, Luther’s idea was that you have the big pond, then you have the 
water from the big pond went to the little pond and then the little pond 
into the end pond on a continual basis.  His theory was fine; in 
practice it didn’t work.  The water moved, that was fine, but the big 
pond, it just didn’t seem to work.  So we bought a filter, put it in the 
big pond and Luther got annoyed with us.  There’s a bit of a slight 
personality problem, I think, but nobody’s fault.  It was just Luther 
worked very hard, very hard, he did a lot. 

46.03  As soon as John put the filter in Luther lost interest and I can’t blame 
him because it’s what he wanted.  He designed it, he said it would 
work.  It didn’t really but for the first couple of years we did have 
water in the three ponds and this little pond was beautiful.  That’s 
where this frog photo came from: there was water in this little pond 
here and he was on a brick.  And there were about three of them in 
there at that stage - my daughter took that photo – but then the 
marshies got in.  And they’ve got a horrible call.  I don't know if you 
know the marsh frog call.  Is it the metronome you put on top of the 
piano and it goes “click”?  That is a marsh frog. 

 JK: I have heard them, yes. 

 ED: Yes.  They get very loud. 

 JK: Yes. 

 ED: Very monotonous. 

 JK: Yes. 

 ED: Well, that is a marshie. 

 JK: Because that’s what I've at times lived with, the marsh frog then, 
and that’s not necessarily an enjoyable - - - 

 ED: Experience.  
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 JK: Yes. 

 ED: It’s not.  You can listen to the bell frog and you can sleep; the marsh 
frog will get stuck in your head.  And there’s this lady up the road 
who’s encouraging marsh frogs and I haven't got the heart to tell her 
“Please don’t” because she said, “Oh, if you get any taddies, will you 
bring them up?” and I’m thinking, “No, I wouldn’t if I got them”.  But 
you really can’t transport them.  I really do not believe that you can 
transport tadpoles of frogs because they're territorial.  That’s why I 
feel a bit guilty about the ones I sent up to Orchard Hills but I don’t 
care, they were marshies. 

48.03  Yes, that’s in the marsh frog and I think they came in with some of the 
– because with the old pool there was no vegetation at all in it – the 
ponds had to have vegetation.  And I went up to the Blue Mountains 
and a lady gave me some iris and what have you and I have a distinct 
feeling that I could have brought a marshie back with that - we tried 
very hard not to do anything, to put everything in solution of whatever 
Luther told me to do and did all of that – or whether because we had 
water that was with the pond was four foot high marshies couldn’t get 
into it but when we had the two small ponds they could.  And, as I 
know I have found them in the stormwater channel, stormwater pipe, I 
honestly believe that’s where they’ve come from, through the 
stormwater, because they’ve found that they’ve got this water they 
could get into and that’s why I've stopped putting water in the two 
small ponds because I’m sure I can’t keep the marshies out and I'd 
rather. 

 JK: And so now you’ve just got the big pond that’s got the big, steep 
walls around it, high. 

 ED: And Luther did say, “Oh, you know, two foot high and the marshies 
can’t get in”, which is why the walls are two foot high and that little 
gate is there to stop them getting in because they said, “Oh, they 
won't go through the stormwater” but I’m sorry, you know.  But they 
do, they scramble; you can catch them.  They hide through the day; 
they're a very furtive frog.  With the bell you saw he sat there and 
quite happy, didn’t care you were watching him, he was watching 
you. 

50.00  He mightn’t be there now, he might have disappeared now but that 
was it.  With a marshie, if he thinks you're even remotely near he will 
scramble and hide; very furtive, you won't see them through the day.  
You'll hear them – not through the day, they start at night.  I've very 
rarely heard them through the day but, oh, you go chasing them and I 
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stop and think if anybody had taken a video of me chasing these 
marsh frogs at night in that mess up there.  But at this stage I haven't 
got any marshies. 

 JK: And I understand that obviously when the swimming pool had to 
go and the ponds came in that you have a sense that that started 
the reduction in numbers.  Is that right?  

 ED: They’ve never bred the same; they really have not bred the same.  
One year, probably the second year, and at that stage my husband 
was quite sick so I was really not – the frogs had always looked after 
themselves and that’s what was intended.  I wasn’t babysitting frogs; I 
wasn’t playing nursemaid or anything else like that.  I fed some 
tadpoles with lettuce leaves but that was it in the small pond, not in 
the big pond because I always maintained there was enough but 
there wasn’t that much vegetation in that – we call the small pond the 
end one there – but they were mutated, they were born without back 
legs.  Now, a frog can’t survive without a back leg or one back leg, 
they didn’t have two back legs.   Well, the bells need their legs or they 
wouldn’t have arms. 

52.11  Now, one survived quite well for a couple of years without arms – had 
his legs but didn’t have arms – but he was around for two or three 
years and then he disappeared, probably birds, it’s difficult to say – 
but there was a lot of badly deformed froglets and as they were 
metamorphing and they were turning they didn’t survive and that was 
probably the turning point.  After that we really have not had many at 
all.  I think last year I had thirteen at one stage adult frogs in the big 
pond but the kookaburras found us. 

 JK: Had you not had kookaburras before? 

 ED: Never had kookaburras. 

 JK: Never? 

 ED: We’ve never had a cover on the ponds and I now know that the 
kookaburras are breeding somewhere close handy because we’re 
getting little kookaburras.  And I think about ten days ago there were 
about six of them in the tree up the back, the silky oak at the back.  
And they weren't interested in my pond because I think they can see 
that the cover’s on it but they could be interested – as I say, the lass 
in Bernie’s place only with drums, not with ponds or anything, just 
with styrene things and that with water in them and little bits of plants, 
so she’s encouraging that. 
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54.05  And I believe the place at the back on the corner is also trying to 
encourage them, so maybe that’s where the kookas are looking for.  I 
don’t care; they need them on their place.  But, no, last year they took 
six to my knowledge and that was a matter of a couple of days before 
I got down and got the net and put the net over.  So they found a 
feeding ground.  Years ago in the pool we had a pair of ducks, the 
native ducks, fly in, paddle around.  They would be after the taddies 
but there were that many, I suppose, it didn’t make that much 
difference.  So after I said to John, I said, “Oh, what am I going to do 
about those ducks?”  And he said, “Well, they come in fine but 
they’ve got to take off”, so we put bits of wood across it and they 
couldn’t take off so they disappeared, they didn’t come back.  And 
now with the nets on there the kookaburras have gone. 

 JK: And do you think any of your frogs when they were travelling, 
anybody in the neighbourhood got the green and golden bell 
frogs? 

 ED: Oh, over the years, yes, they all did but not now. 

 JK: No population’s stuck, hung on? 

 ED: Well, I was told the other day that the lady in the corner house 
thought she saw one in her yard.  I said, “Was it a marsh frog or a 
green and gold?” and she said, “Oh, I don't know”.  I said, “Well, if it’s 
green and gold you’d know it”. 

56.02 JK: They're stunning. 

 ED: I said, “If you’ve seen a green and gold frog you'll know it”, I said, 
“You won't mistake it for a marshie”.  But, no, I don’t even find them in 
my own yard. That’s why the yard has just been allowed to go to 
wrack and ruin because any time you touch anything you disturb a 
frog so you left it.  And even the other morning, really, the monstera’s 
been gone for years but there was another stupid thing put in and the 
leaves would come out so when my husband was backing the car out 
he would lose perspective because of these leaves.  So I've got very 
keen and I've gotten rid of it and it’s only in this last week and some 
of those proteas that are there, I was pulling some of them out 
because they're dead and it’s got to be done.  I turned around and in 
the middle of the concrete there’s this little green and gold.  I hadn’t 
actually disturbed him because he hadn’t been in because what I do 
is when I've got a protea and I pull it out I peel it like a banana to 
make sure there’s no frog in it.  So that’s the only one I've seen in my 
yard and I used to see them all over my yard.  So if they're not in my 
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yard they're not in anybody else’s and that’s the way I’m looking at it.  
Maybe one or two have gone further afield but nobody’s seen them. 

 JK: They would have told you, wouldn’t they? 

57.54 ED: Well, Nat would and Steve would and, yes, probably.   
We had one – stupid we were – at night we’d find him in the 
driveway, heading out towards the street so we’d catch him and say 
“You're going in the wrong direction” and bring him back into the yard 
but that wasn’t where he wanted to be.  He’d come in and he was 
going back to where he had decided that’s where he lived.  Now, 
whether it was across the road in the Catholic grounds because 
they’ve found them over there over the years or whether it was in the 
bushes out the front of Steve’s place or in front of our place, no idea.  
But as often as we’d pick him up and take him out, he’d turn around 
and go back out again so in the end we left him but he has also gone; 
he disappeared last year.  So we had no idea.  Because I don't know 
how long they live for either, I have no idea.  I don't know, I've never 
asked Arthur how long they live. 

 JK: I’ll have to Google it. 

 ED: I suppose I could but I’m not all that – I have it over there but I’m not 
a very clever computer person, not very clever at all. 

 JK: When it was discovered, when Arthur discovered that you had 
this enormous amount of frogs in your backyard, those 
particular frogs, was there an issue then with neighbours and 
people around because it was an endangered species? 

 ED: No, nobody cared.  Because it was an endangered species I didn’t 
advertise the fact that I had them.  Now, when Luther and Arthur got 
involved and I said I've got them, a heavy fine if you do anything to 
hurt them, he said but there was no problem because they're natural. 

60.13  From day one they’ve never, ever queried that they set up home here 
and I've just let them be.  I do nothing for them.  But because from 
the time the guy – I have no idea what his name is – and it’s quite a 
few, fifteen, sixteen years ago - - -  

 JK: When the Canadian guy came? 

 ED: - - - yes, Canadian guy came out and he told me what they were and 
a hundred thousand dollars’ fine if you do this and that and the other, 
I wouldn’t have told anybody what we had.  It’s just they're there, 
they're our frogs.  I used to talk about having frogs but never said 
what they were and it’s the same with all the neighbours.  When the 
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kiddies started bringing them back from next door I'd say, “Oh, they're 
the green and gold bell”.  I said, “Just put them back where they are.  
They're fine”.  But because they were natural, didn’t even need a - - - 

 JK: What, some sort of certificate? 

 ED: Yes, licence.  Because that’s what I said, I said, “Do we need a 
licence?” and they said, “No, you're not doing anything. They're there.  
That’s where they come from, this is it.  Don’t worry about it”, so I 
don’t. 

 JK: And so it sounds like neighbours, they didn’t worry about it.  I 
thought Arthur had mentioned that there - - - 

 ED: Oh, I did take a flyer around.  Arthur put out a nice paper flyer.  I took 
it around and put it in letterboxes.  Didn’t hear a word, not a sound, so 
if anybody had them they were keeping it to themselves.  Yes, I'd 
forgotten about that; it’s a couple of years back now. 

62.13 JK: You are asking to see if there was anybody else who had them? 

 ED: Had them, yes. 

 JK: Because you wanted to see how it was going. 

 ED: Yes.  And the more people that have got them the better I feel 
because I don’t feel so responsible.  You know, if they die out now I’ll 
feel responsible, it’s my fault that they no longer are here.  But I've 
always thought that the unit blocks, Meriton's, should have been 
made to have a pond down there and, sure, it would have to have 
been protected with netting, perhaps, and keep kids out because 
that’s where the frogs originally came from but they don’t, they never 
did.  And that would have been ideal for my idea for there to have 
been a pond in there because they were ‘round in Joynton Avenue 
just opposite Elizabeth Street and they started building units there 
and they had this horrible pond in the front, really dirty, never been 
looked after, but ideal situation for the bell frogs.  And I was walking 
Mango one day and this man came over and said, “Oh”, he said, 
“don’t worry about looking” and I said “It’d be good for frogs”.  He 
said, “No”, we’ve put carp in there”.  He said, “The mosquitos were 
driving us mad”.  And I thought, ”Oh, if the mosquitos were driving 
him mad there wouldn’t be frogs” but somebody put fish in there.  
Well, the fish eat the frogs so ……. …… …….  But it still would be an 
ideal situation. 

64.02  I think they have a pump in there now; they’ve got pumps to move the 
water, which obviously is because of the mosquitos.  But when we 
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had the filter going – John’s taken it off now – in the pond there it 
didn’t worry the frogs that the water was moving, it didn’t worry them 
but they’ve got quite robust pumps going on this strip of water and 
probably would be a bit much.  But it’s horrible.  Don’t know why 
anybody sort of thinks it’s not.  But, no, the neighbours, if they’ve got 
them they're keeping it quiet and I can’t say I blame them. 

 JK: Why is that? 

 ED: Because there’s been such a big thing made about being protected 
and on the top of the species list and it frightens people.  I mean, it 
didn’t frighten me so much as we kept it to ourselves and until Arthur 
and Luther got involved it wasn’t known that we had them, it wasn’t 
generally known except a couple of the close neighbours but it didn’t 
worry them; once Bernie knew that they weren't going to eat his 
strawberries he was as happy as a lark.  And Steve, he had 
vegetables on the other side of the fence and they'd be in there 
because he watered every day.  And that was the thing that was a 
killer was when we had our drought [late 2000s] and we had all the 
water restrictions and we had to stop the water on the hose – like we 
had a sprinkler hose up on the side – so that everything got dry so 
the frogs couldn’t survive over there; they have to have the water. 

66.05  That, I think, didn’t help because nobody could sort of just leave a 
sprinkler going and that was a big problem, I think, for the frogs in an 
area like this where, sure, if they left here and went to varying yards 
there would always be somebody would be watering or leaving the 
sprinkler on.  Then when the water restrictions came on, gee whizz, 
you couldn’t do anything else except use a watering can almost.  
Well, that didn’t help. 

 JK: No.  And I was just thinking with them being protected were 
there people further afield, that you had a sense that people 
were concerned about this? 

 ED: Well, as I say, because they were protected and because you hear of 
all this trouble “If you kill one, blah, blah, blah”, I never advertised I 
had them.  They were there, part of our yard, part of our family, that 
was it, that they were so rare – and I really don’t think they're that 
rare – I mean, the Frog Call came yesterday and there’s a photo of a 
green and gold bell frog down in Nowra.  And, see, they're down the 
south.  I think people are now becoming aware of what they are, that 
they're now saying, “Oh, that’s this.  No, it’s been there for years, 
never knew what it was”.  So they're not quite as – well, they're 
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endangered, obviously because all frogs are but they're not quite as 
rare as perhaps people have thought. 

68.01  I don't know how Arthur feels on that score but I just get the feeling 
that – every so often Arthur was saying – I can’t think where it was 
but one suburb he had a phone call from a lady, she had green and 
gold bell frogs in her yard nowhere near here.  So I think there are 
more of them around and people are becoming more aware of what 
they are and so they're sort of saying, “Well, yes, I've got them here 
and I've got them there”, so there’s little pockets of them all over the 
place, except my little pocket has diminished considerably. 

 JK: And how far, actually, is that original site, where there was the 
sand mining? 

 ED: You know where you got off the bus? 

 JK: Yes, up the top of the hill? 

 ED: Up the top of the hill.  When you got to the top of the hill and you 
walked down the hill that’s where they were. 

 JK: Right, so really close? 

 ED: Oh, yes.  What, two minute walk? 

 JK: Right, yes. 

 ED: And that’s uphill. 

 JK: Yes. 

 ED: And you sort of go to the top of the hill because it’s always been 
closed off.  Dalmeny Avenue sort of finished here and then started on 
the other side and you had - it used to be Mayne Nickless but it’s now 
Armaguard – they were built up on the other side of the street, the left 
hand side going into the city sort of thing, that was built up with these 
factories but the right hand side, which is our side of the street, was 
this sand where ACI used to get all their sand from. 

70.00  I used to walk the dogs there many years.  There was no footpath 
and the road was pretty crook, broken up with the trucks and 
everything and there was a wire fence that was sort of in great 
disrepair because nobody went near there.  And at the top of the hill, 
up to the hill and then you sort of go down quite steeply and they 
stopped mining quite some time before the units, Meriton, started with 
all this unit business.  But that was one little posi [position] of them, 
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as I say, probably only a minute walk from here so it was no problem 
for them to come up the hill - - -  

 JK: And find a swimming pool. 

 ED: - - - and find a swimming pool that was not being used.  But the thing 
that intrigued me was that the water suited them because everybody 
tells you how they need good quality.  And our swimming pool, 
because the chlorine had obviously gone, I don't know how long 
before the chlorine dissipated and it was just rainwater and what have 
you and if it rained the water would come right up to the edge and if 
we didn’t get rain it would go down.  But the year of the bumper crop, 
the year that Arthur got involved, it was very dry, it was part of the 
drought type of area and although we probably had eighteen inches 
of mud we’d have only had six or seven inches of water above it; 
there wasn’t a lot of water so they obviously liked that. 

 JK: And because it was such a big space, the pool, the swimming 
pool, they'd been able to survive the drought. 

72.06 ED: Oh, yes, yes. 

 JK: And then the hailstorm, that’s that thing about the natural 
environment having a big impact right in the middle of a city.  
Perhaps tell me a bit about the hailstorm. 

 ED: Yes, well, it was quite incredible.  It was only what, five minutes, ten 
minutes, and they were the size of baseballs. 

 JK: Baseballs. 

 ED: I mean, they really were. 

 JK: Forget the golf ball. 

 ED: Forget the golf balls.  Every window in the house was broken.  The 
poor dogs: I’m sitting on the lounge with three dogs underneath me.  
John was out.  He actually missed it.  He drove in just as it had 
passed by which was great because our car didn’t get damaged - a 
little bit but not to any great extent.  It put holes in the fence and 
there’s still holes in the backyard where the stones were so deep and 
big that they've left holes like this (demonstrates visually) and, of 
course, we didn’t go ‘round and fill them up or anything.  And it just 
tore the lining, it didn’t shatter it.  It shattered all the plants on the far 
side, everything was just shredded, but because it was coming from 
the south and the pool was protected to a certain extent by the 
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concrete wall, which is about six foot high, it didn’t shatter or shred 
the pond lining but it left holes. 

 JK: So that’s why it was able to last a couple more years. 

74.04 ED: Lasted a couple of years but it survived but because there were holes 
in it and the heat and it was still the drought and it was also - - - 

 JK: Old. 

 ED: - - - old, yes.  Well, as I say, Steph was about ten so, yes, it must 
have been about twenty, twenty five years old.  I don’t really think 
they're meant to last that long.  So I’m now sorry that at that stage all 
I was worried about were the frogs because Luther came in and he 
took charge and he was just trying so hard and so well-meaning but 
looking back I didn’t realise that we could have had the pool relined 
and that would have been the way to go and I didn’t realise that until 
a couple of years ago anyway.  Because the lining was gone the 
whole thing had to go but looking back, if you could go back in time 
I'd say “Get all the frogs out, do all of that but then reline the pool”, 
which could have been done. 

 JK: And why would that have been the way to go? 

 ED: Well, a) to start with, I wouldn’t have had the marsh frog problem, b) I 
just think it would have been easier.  It would have taken time but I 
think over a few years it would have built up to be very much the way 
it was before, it was an environment that worked well, and the only 
difference would be that there’d be some planting of some plants in 
there. 

76.11  Because the really hot days in summer I used to have shadecloths to 
give the frogs some shade because they need shade.  You’d go out 
there and they'd be sitting on – above ground pools, this one had a 
six inch wide around the edge and you’ve go out there and you’d find 
two or three of them sitting on that, underneath the shade of the 
camellia tree.  So they needed their shade so John put bits of wood 
across the pool and we put shadecloth over and, yes, they'd be in the 
water underneath the shadecloth.  So that’s why the way it’s 
happened now, it’s fine, it works.  Just a problem, it’s just stressful, 
that’s all. 

 JK: Miserable. 

 ED: It is, very upset.  I’m so thrilled when I find three in the pond because 
I thought I only had one, then I found the second one, then I found 
the third one.  If I’m lucky it might be another one turn up maybe but 
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it’s a bit late in the season; they’ve woken up, they're moving around; 
normally they would have spawned by now.  But they quite often 
spawn – we have very hot days in August sometimes and that upsets 
them and they spawn and then we get a cold snap and so it takes 
them longer for the tadpoles to mature.  But I would have said that 
every other year, even last year, there would have been a spawning 
by now, that we’d have had tadpoles and there’s not a sight of a 
tadpole.  Well, you can’t because I’m sure we haven't got a male. 

78.13 JK: No.  And that family of kookaburras, such a short amount of time 
and you just didn’t see them.  They had never been here. 

 ED: Well, never been here.  They weren't even calling, they weren't 
laughing. 

 JK: No, they were just looking. 

 ED: They're sneaking so and sos because they weren't laughing.  If they 
were laughing you’d go out and tell them to buzz off.  But the first one 
I saw, he had one of the really lovely females in his mouth and he 
flew off with her.  Well, I ranted and raved and carried on but over the 
next three days I caught them about three times.  And because John 
wasn’t well, I don’t drive but the first chance we got – it was only 
about three days – and we got the black net, put it over. 

 JK: Well, you saved the rest of them. 

 ED: Well, we saved the rest of them but they’ve disappeared anyway. 

 JK: And it could be all sorts of things, the weird weather that we’ve 
had when it’s been either rain and now it’s dry. 

 ED: Yes.  Well, I was reading the Frog Call and they were saying that 
they're very sensitive creatures.  I think they get frightened because 
some of them are very, very furtive.  If they even think you're going to 
come and they disappear and others will sit there and say, “Well, who 
are you?”  So there’s difference in the frogs.  You wouldn’t call it 
personalities or what or nervous systems or whatever but some will 
not let you see them or if they know you're there they disappear and 
others couldn’t care less so it’s a difference that I could never quite 
work out but, no, I don't know. 

80.24 JK: You’ve really got to know them.  Would you have ever thought of 
yourselves, both you and John, as people who would have - - - 

 ED: Oh, no, no.  We were dog people, we loved our poodles.  It was our 
poodles, you know, and it was because of our poodles we first started 
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to see the frogs because we’re not gardeners, neither John or I are 
gardeners, forget that.  Because he was an electrician and he’d go to 
a place and he’d be talking and say, “Oh, can I have a bit of that” and 
he’d bring a bit of geranium home, a bit of ribbon grass.  He brought 
one little piece of ribbon grass – that’s the end of it.  He brought one – 
I believe they're orchids, I had no idea – I call them air plants 
because they grow in the air with the big orange plant but William 
who trimmed our tree last week said they’re orchids.  I said, “Well, I 
don’t care”.  He brought one home; now we’ve got millions of the 
damn things.  The proteas, he brought one home, shoved it in a pot.  
Now they’ve taken over basically because every time you tried to do 
anything out there you’d disturb a frog and you’d say, “Oh, no, just 
leave it.  There’s a frog there, we won't worry about it”.  So it’s now 
got to the stage where the bird of paradise - I had a good cut back of 
that the other day – but we used to have frogs sitting in there. 

82.06  You’d walk down there and you’d look and there’d be, you know, 
looking at you.  And it was eye for eye.  You could stand there for half 
an hour and he wouldn’t move.  Soon as you walked away he’d back 
back but while you were there that was it.  But there’s no frogs in the 
bird of paradise, they're just not in the yard. 

 JK: No, so definitely a series of things have obviously happened. 

 ED: Something’s definitely, there is a definite problem. 

 JK: I understand the thing about responsibility which is sad but 
what else has it been that has captivated you in the ways that it 
obviously has? 

 ED: Just the frogs themselves.  They're so tranquil; they're just so easy, 
so pleasant to be with.  Even when they're calling, their call is so 
delightful.  I mean, it’s loud, no two ways about that, but when you’ve 
got two or three of them and they start on this round it’s just relaxing.  
You used to be able to walk around the yard and talk to them and 
say, “Oh, hello, you're still here?”  And the same frog might stay in 
the same spot for weeks.  They're just so pretty: it makes them so 
pleasant.  I mean, you could never say that about a marsh frog in a 
million years; it starts with as soon as you're ‘round they scamper and 
hide. 

84.05  But the ones that don’t care, that are quite happy to be observed, 
they just don’t seem to care what it is: planes, birds, dogs, doesn’t 
worry them.  I mean, we’d be throwing balls backwards and forward 
to the dogs and the frogs’d be sitting on the concrete and they 
wouldn’t move – not smack where the dogs were running, of course, 
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but on the little edge there – they'd be sitting there and it wouldn’t 
worry them.  I used to stop and think, “Well, no, they're very relaxing”. 

 JK: And so it’s definitely about that type of frog because it’s not 
every frog that you would want to live with? 

 ED: I wouldn’t want to live with a marsh frog because you don’t really live 
with them; I mean they're not there.  They're noisy but they don’t – 
well, the ones that have been here which are the striped ones, they 
don’t interact.  The bell frog, there’s an interaction with you; with a 
marsh frog there isn’t and their call is really quite unpleasant.  But we 
haven't had other frogs so I don't know.  If there was another frog 
came and took up residence and there was an interaction type of 
thing where they'd sit and let you watch them or look at them I 
probably would have no worries but at this stage there’s only ever 
been the bell frog until the old marshie got involved and he’s turned 
me off marsh frogs completely.  But whether all marsh frogs are the 
same, I don't know.  I’m a specialist. 

86.11 JK: A specialist on green and gold. 

 ED: Well, I’m not a specialist on them; I’m a specialist for them. 

 JK: For them, yes.  It’s a really interesting concept of how you're 
describing that relationship, I suppose, that it’s about having a 
relationship with these animals or whatever they are. 

 ED: Yes, because over the years you could tell.  Never given them 
names, never done that because as far as I was concerned that’s 
them and I’m me and we’re us and you live your life and we’ll live our 
life, we won't interfere with you because you don’t interfere with us.  
But you got to know the different ones and where they – I can’t say 
they lived, but their favourite spot, and you’d go up and you’d say 
hello to them, “It’s a nice morning.  Oh, you're sitting out in the sun”.  
And they'd just sit there and look at you and go, “Silly Lily, why don’t 
you answer me back?”  But, yes, you got to know the different ones 
over the years but unfortunately now – because the one I was looking 
for this morning has a tendency not to want to be seen.  It’s one of 
the ones that sort of, you know, “I’m not going to move while I know 
you're watching me but as soon as you turn your head I’m going to 
disappear”, which is what they do.  But, yes, no, the last couple of 
years there’s been none of this being able to identify different ones. 

88.06  There was one at one stage there lived for a long time in the pond, in 
the pool - the pool?  Yes, in the pool – and one of his back legs was 
deformed sort of.  He could use it because if they can’t have their 
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back legs they're a dead loss, they don’t last.  But to see him, it 
looked as though somebody or maybe a bird had taken him and he’d 
gotten away – it’s hard to say how it happened – but he had this 
deformed back leg, his right back leg was deformed, and he’d have a 
favourite spot to sit and quite happy to let you talk to him, never 
answered but you could talk to him.  Then he disappeared.  Now, he 
disappeared through the hibernation period; I don’t think they actually 
hibernate but they disappear.  He never came back again.  So I just 
don’t know whether they just die of old age or what they do. 

 JK: And you have had a cat too.   

 ED: We don’t have cats, we have dogs, but there are two.  One has been 
destroyed a few years back.  It was a tomcat, I don't know.  Ended up 
putting the woman who owned him into hospital for three months 
because he bit her.  He bit Mango’s tail and we had vet fees, 
absolutely horrendous vet fees because her infection with this cat bite 
but that’s been gone for years. 

90.04  But there is one now that roams and obviously with the net over the 
pond it can’t get in but you come out and you see it and you hoy it 
and you try and get the hose but by the time I've got the hose it’s 
gone anyway.  But it really annoys me when people allow their cats to 
roam at night, it really does.  In this day and age nobody should be 
[un]aware that their cat should not roam at night, everybody should 
be aware that you keep your cats in. 

 JK: Because? 

 ED: Well, forget my frogs but you’ve got your birds; you’ve got your 
lizards.  I mean, this place is rife with these little tiny wee lizards, 
they're everywhere, which is another reason we know the frogs aren’t 
because they do eat the little lizards.  And they foul your backyard 
and just, I don't know. 

 JK: No, …... ……. ……. 

 ED: Do you keep your cat in at night? 

 JK: When I had the cat, yes, yes. 

 ED: I mean, years ago when I was a child your cats and dogs stayed out 
of the house and they roamed and did all sorts of damage which 
nobody ever thought about; as I was growing up you didn’t think 
about these things.  Everybody was so busy getting over the war 
years and rationing and getting themselves back into working and 
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doing things that they didn’t stop and think about it but nowadays 
people have to be aware with their cats. 

92.12  And this one comes from up the back somewhere but as you can see 
we’ve haven't got back neighbours.  Even if our garage wasn’t there 
we wouldn’t have because the house that backs, their yard goes to 
the back of next door’s, so it’s a big yard.  It used to be stables.  In 
fact, when we originally came here, when we first got here, there 
were horses in there and a couple of girls kept their horses there and 
they'd go riding, the girls would be horse riding around the streets.  
So I mean you sort of don’t have any contact with that neighbour at 
the back, you can’t sort of talk over the back fence.  And because as 
long as this block is, the houses on the two streets backing onto it 
have got these gigantic yards basically because the stables behind 
us, I think part of the stables are still there, the building is, behind 
Nat’s place.  But further up, as you go further up towards up to the 
Grove, up through Grove, the backyards they sort of come in a bit but 
somebody up there has a cat that they just let run wild. 

 JK: And I guess because the backyards, you’ve still got, is it, seven 
houses along your street that are the original single-fronted? 

94.11 ED: Oh, yes, yes. 

 JK: Yes, and you’ve now got flats, right. 

 ED: Flats on the other side of Dalmeny Avenue where the old ACI. 

 JK: Yes, but you’ve got flats right here, haven't you? 

 ED: No.  No, no, no flats, no flats.  You got off the bus at the top of the 
street and the flats are on your left hand side as you're walking up.  
Now, all this block is all single-storey, double-fronted, whatever.  The 
house on the corner - it’s a lovely old home – she’s doing that up 
gradually, then you’ve got Bernie’s place.  There was some talk a 
couple of years back but the last two years have been over, involved 
– John was not well at all and my sister had bypass surgery and I 
was back and forth to Tumut - drive you up the wall; I hate that place 
– so time for me for the last couple of years has sort of revolved 
around my sister and John and sort of very polarised into one little 
area but two years, maybe three, there was some talk about heritage 
listing the area and people were up in arms about that because if 
something’s heritage listed they said all the values go down, blah, 
and all this type of thing.  Well, it didn’t worry us; our daughter, it’s her 
problem when we’re dead.  But they were going to pick certain 
houses to heritage list. 
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96.04  Like next door wasn’t going to be listed because he’s been cement 
rendered but we were because we weren't, next door was because 
she wasn’t.  And they were picking the houses that were still in the 
same original but basically the only thing that’s been done to most of 
them has been cement rendering and closing in verandahs.  Like our 
verandah has been, it was closed in when we got here.  We didn’t do 
it, but the verandah was originally open and the people that had the 
house – it’s only had two owners in eighty-odd years – they closed 
the verandah in.  Ettie who built that house next door, she passed 
away about – gee whizz, it’s sixteen years now.  The little lass next 
door is sixteen in January.  God, time flies by, doesn’t it?  But Ettie, 
her house was exactly the way it was when it was built but when Nat 
and her husband bought it they closed in the front verandah but I 
think that place was for heritage listing but if it had been cement 
rendered you were lucky.  But I don't know what happened to that, 
I've got no idea; I think it was sort of put in the too-hard basket. 

 JK: And how are you doing? 

 ED: Reasonably.  I don't know what it’s going to sound like when it’s 
played back. 

 JK: No, no, we’re doing fine but with your throat.  You said that 
heavily Greek populated area - - - 

 ED: Area, yes. 

 JK: - - - and some Italians.  I was wondering if you’d ever talk to 
people or had a sense of whether they see the environment a bit 
differently or whether they’ve done different things with their 
plantings in their houses or whether you’ve ever had a sense of 
a difference. 

98.22 ED: Well, with the Greek people, they all have their veggie gardens.  Like 
Steven next door, they're Greek – they were actually born in Greece, 
both of them – and they have their veggie gardens.  Now, they're 
both in their eighties so that’s sort of getting a little bit.  Bernie on the 
other side, Greek, he had his veggie gardens and his chooks and a 
lamb and it used to cry all day and drive me - - -  

 JK: A lamb? 

 ED: A lamb, yes.  Oh, I got so distressed about this lamb crying all day.  
Ettie was like us, Australian born.  People on the other side of Ettie, 
Crowells(?), were Australian born.  He was the one, Crowell was in 
council of South Sydney.  He was the one that had them plant trees 
across the road in the grounds over there.  Then on the other side of 
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Crowell we’ve got another two Italian families who have their veggie 
gardens and their lambs.  House on the corner I've got no idea, never 
had any contact with anybody down there.  And the house up there 
on the corner up that end, when we got here a woman lived on her 
own.  And we know so much more now fifty years on but I think she 
probably suffered with depression but she lived in the house on her 
own.   

100.08  If she saw you coming she’d cross the road.  She didn’t want to talk 
to anybody or that.  And then that house went through a lot of – I 
think after she passed away or she actually went to a nursing home, I 
think – and the house went to tenants but the lady who’s got it now 
actually owns it, she bought it.  And she’s after getting frogs up there 
but I don't know, she probably might have forgotten.  We won't 
mention them. 

 JK: Frogs. 

 ED: But, no, no, everybody’s got their trees and you walk down the street 
there’s a lot of them got lemon trees in the front yard.  But I think 
everybody’s just more aware and in their own little way doing things 
that they're not advertising to the rest of the world. 

 JK: What sorts of things? 

 ED: Well, they're sort of planting trees and their little veggie gardens and, 
of course, the Greek always do.  I mean, the Greeks have always, 
more so even than the Italians, I think, always had their little veggie 
garden in the back and their lemon trees and their orange trees and 
their mandarin trees and unfortunately up here, because the oranges 
and mandarins don’t get the frost they're not crash hot.  Steve’s got 
two orange trees.  He had a mandarin tree which he’s cut out 
because it was a dead loss.  He’s got a couple of lemon trees which 
are lovely, they're no problem. 

102.02  But the oranges – my sister’s in Tumut and she had an orange tree 
and she always said the oranges weren't any good till they got the 
frost, they had to have the frost and her oranges were beautiful, 
absolutely superb considering nobody took any notice of them from 
year dot.  Because we don’t get frosts here; we might get a bit of a 
dew but we really don’t get a frost.  So anybody with oranges, I 
reckon, in this area would not be doing terribly well but again I’m not 
a gardener so I can’t say.  And because John and I are very private, 
very, very much to ourselves.  In fact, the whole street is; none of us 
are this, “All come in and have a cup of tea” type of person. 
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 JK: But you obviously have known each other - - -  

 ED: We’ve known each other for years and we all get along, we have no 
problems with each other.  There’s no problem like that, it’s just that 
we sort of don’t live in each other’s pockets.  Is Bernie Greek or 
Italian?  Bernie was Greek but the people before Bernie were Italian 
and then you had the Greek and then you had this Australian and 
even with Ettie, she used to babysit for us and when our dog had 
pups she’d come in and mind the pups while we were at work and 
she was lovely, dear she was.  She would have to have been the 
most lovely person you could ever meet.  I have never, ever met 
anybody who had a bad word for her; really and truly she was the 
loveliest of people.  Can’t say the same for the people on the other 
side.  They're just like everybody else: they have their good points 
and their bad points. 

104.01  But Mr Crowell was a great – believed in doing what he could for the 
community and he was on the council and he fought tooth and nail to 
get the trees planted across because there weren't any there. 

 JK: And it was a school but it closed a long time ago? 

 ED: Oh, yes, it was a school.  It started off Ettie, because she built the 
house – and actually I believe this one was built twelve months 
before Ettie’s and this house is, what, eighty two years – Ettie, her 
two children actually went to St Joseph’ School from infants through 
to high school.  Only third year, didn’t go to year five and six or four 
and five, but it was a high school up to third year, which is what we 
did in those days.  And I don't know when it stopped, the high school 
stopped.  Then it went to Year 6, infants through to Year 6, and when 
we came that’s what it was, up to Year 6.  The nuns ran it, the Sisters 
of Mercy, they ran it and I just can’t think of how long ago it closed but 
it would have to be ten, fifteen years back. 

 JK: And so it was a cement landscape, was it? 

 ED: No, no, it was grounds but there were no trees.  You had where the 
sisters lived across the road immediately opposite us and Sister 
Damien used to love John; he was her favourite person in all this 
world.  

106.06  She locked herself out one day and she came over and John went in 
and climbed through a window - in those days you could do it – to let 
them in because the nuns lived there and then father lived down the 
presbytery down there.  The playing field was – this is Dalmeny 
Avenue here and that’s Morley Avenue.  Father was there.  And this 
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is Rosebery Avenue, sister was – but this is down here in this area 
was the playing field but all the other was the playground but there 
were no trees.  It was asphalt opposite the bus stop where you got off 
but because of funerals and weddings they had that for the cars but 
all ‘round the back it was just the grass, so Mr Crowell got that all 
planted out.  Well, he was the force that said it had to be done but he 
didn’t actually do it. 

 JK: Yes, no, of course not but he thought trees obviously was 
important. 

 ED: Yes. 

 JK: I wonder if that was part of that greening? 

 ED: I think it was the beginning of it because the I think he was probably 
the one that – because when our trees died he was the one that sort 
of got another one planted there and we’d say, “We just don’t want it” 
because it was upsetting our buffalo [grass] and our buffalo looked 
good.  But, yes, I would be inclined to say that that would probably be 
the beginning of because when they were living there – and they’ve 
been gone fifteen or sixteen years, I suppose – the front of their 
house was big camellia trees. 

108.11  They're still there but they’ve been cut back and the backyard had 
half a dozen quite large trees which have been sort of cut back and 
cut down and have now disappeared but he had them there.  So I'd 
say Dave Crowell would probably be the first person that I’m aware of 
that was actually in the council that pushed – and that was the old 
South Sydney Council, nothing to do with [City of] Sydney [Council] at 
that stage – for treeing the area. 

 JK: And so because that was quite an expanse of land across the 
road from you that seemed to be an important place to get 
toward a - - -  

 ED: Well, I think Dave thought it was, he thought it would be good to have 
the trees for the kids.  Kids never played up this end; they used to 
play on the playing fields or on the asphalt.  Don’t ask me why, kids 
like to play on the asphalt.  They used to play on the asphalt ‘round 
the building.  Yes, they played up here not to any great extent. 

 JK: Have you liked the trees across the road? 

 ED: Yes, a hundred per cent.  I mean, we would never have said to Dave, 
“Oh, don’t do it”, we just never thought about it.  I worked, John 
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worked.  As I say, we’ve always been very private people so sort of 
didn’t really think about it. 

 JK: And from that perspective of the changes that have happened in 
the city area – and we’ll think about the city, the LGA [local 
government area] as it is now, even if it was South Sydney 
before – are there some places that you think have been 
improved and that you like and are there places that you would 
just want to avoid? 

110.27 ED: Well, part of the conditions or whatever when the units started going 
up, they put this little park in at the top of the road which appeased 
the people that lived facing Kimberley Grove, that park was part of 
the deal, then at the bottom there’s another little park there.  They’ve 
improved the park down on Rothschild Avenue - Tumbarumba Road 
Park I think it is called.  There’s nothing down there really.  The 
changes you see are old buildings being pulled down.  Now, Waterloo 
Oval for instance, the oval itself hasn’t changed in donkey’s years.  
They have built a new park – what do the kids use? 

 JK: A skate park or something? 

 ED: A skate park.  They’ve fixed all that up in the last twelve months but 
Waterloo Oval itself hasn’t changed.  And you go to Redfern Oval that 
obviously has been vastly improved because the old oval’s been 
pulled down and it’s wide open but the actual little park on the side up 
near Redfern Street hasn’t really changed, it’s the same; pleasant, 
very nice, but it’s only the actual football oval that they’ve worked at, 
which I suppose is to do with the club, I don't know. 

112.30  The old swimming pool on Chalmers Street, that, I believe, is being – 
I don’t very often get the 343 bus any more and if you're not sitting on 
that side of the bus you don’t see it.  If you're sitting on the right side 
of the bus everything’s the same, has been the same for the last fifty 
years.  Sitting on the right side, then you'll come past the old 
Cleveland Street School which is now an English school and then the 
old swimming pool which last time I saw it was all boarded up and 
building work.  Could have been finished, I don't know; I haven't been 
there for some time. 

 JK: And when you said that the other park had been improved, the 
one down the road, what’s been improved? 

 ED: Well, on the corner of Hayes Road they’ve actually improved the child 
play area.  The tennis courts have been – they’ve been there for 
donkey’s years; a tennis court’s a tennis court – I think the little 



                                                      Oral History/Elaine Davies/Transcript 35 

change hut, perhaps, has been improved.  The playing fields are 
much the same because a playing field’s a playing field and they 
can’t do much about that. 

114.06  The trees have always been there; they haven't planted more trees.  
They’ve put a couple of pathways so that you can walk through the 
park on the concrete type thing as against having to walk on the 
grass.  It just looks tidier, perhaps more looked for, because the boys 
play their soccer down there; you can hear them of a Sunday morning 
here when they're playing their soccer games. 

 JK: So it feels more cared for? 

 ED: Yes, just as though, “Oh, yeah, we’ll make this a little bit better” and it 
is being used more.  I think there used to be the games on the 
Sunday – you’ve been able to hear those for years – or a Saturday or 
whatever day it is but people are walking their dogs and, yes, you just 
get the feeling that it’s just got that little bit more lived-in feeling than it 
had before.  I mean, I’ll walk down of a Sunday to get the paper and 
I’ll walk down Dalmeny Avenue to Gardeners Road, then I’ll come 
back up and I walk past the park.  Now, before it used to be walking 
on the grass but now they’ve put a footpath in so that you can walk 
under the trees on the footpath.  It’s a very pleasant walk, only one 
block but it’s a pleasant walk and before you’d be walking on the 
grass under the trees but the trees have been there for donkey’s 
years.  They could have planted more trees – it’s difficult to say – but 
the trees around the park have always been there for many, many 
years.  But there’s not much else I can really say. 

116.05  These units here, I don't know if there’s any parkland or anything in 
there because you can’t go in there; you're discouraged at the front 
door that this is private property.  And ‘round in Joynton Avenue 
where the old car factories used to be where they’ve built all these 
units on the right hand side, the left hand side’s now been taken 
where Email used to be, they're building units up.  But is it public 
property, can you just walk through there?  You get the feeling that 
you're not welcome and whether there are parklands in there or not, 
who knows.  Up at Eastlakes there’s a bit of development, I believe, 
going on - we got a bit of a letter about it – for the old shopping centre 
which is horrendous.  I mean, it’s fifty years old, it was never good in 
the first place and never been improved.  Because the area where 
Eastlakes Shopping Centre is used to be the old Rosebery 
Racecourse and when I was going to school it was a training track; 
the races weren't held there but was still a training track.  So just over 
fifty years ago they built Eastlakes Shopping Centre and next to it and 
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all the units went up.  And there was supposed to be oodles of 
playing fields but there’s only the one big park next to the shopping 
centre and I think there’s another little park just a bit further down but 
that’s it.  There’s no other parkland so everybody has to go to this 
one park that’s next door to the shopping centre – it’s Eastlakes 
Reserve or something – next door to the shopping centre. 

118.00  Now there’s a development and they're saying they're going to put 
five units, five blocks of units up to twelve stories high and it’s going 
to shadow – the park’s evidently going to stay but these units are 
going to shadow the park.  Are they going to pull the shopping centre 
down and build over it, what are they going to do?  Because they 
send you out a little letter and then tell you to get on the net or to go 
in and look at the – and you can’t do it.  So Eastlakes in fifty years 
has just gone down.  It’s a very busy little place - it’s only got a 
Woolworths and an Aldi and a couple of other little stores.  It’s a 
meeting place for some of the ethnic people and I'm not quite sure, I 
don’t think it’s Greek and Italian, I think it’s more the – I wouldn’t have 
a clue.  It’s owned by a Chinese company, has always been BJK or 
BKJ or something Centre that’s always owned it.  They’ve been going 
to upgrade it for twenty years.  So now five blocks of units up to 
twelve stories high.  Well, why is that necessary?  Admittedly, that’s 
in Botany Council. 

 JK: Right. 

 ED: It’s Botany Council, it’s on the other side of the road, other side of the 
street, it’s Botany Council.  Because nobody’s getting enough 
information so maybe I shouldn’t talk about them because they're 
Botany Council. 

 JK: I think we’ve just done wonderfully here.  Are there any other 
things that come to mind, anything else about the frogs or the 
experience of nature in the city? 

120.15 ED: No, not really.  I’m very upset about the bats in Centennial Park and 
down in the Gardens.  I understand why they want to get rid of them 
but it’s a catch-22 situation.  I mean, I won't kill a spider.  We have 
crickets and they come in the house.  My granddaughter runs a mile 
from them – this is a twenty year old who runs a mile from a cricket – 
and last week I caught her about to put her foot on it and I said, “If 
you do that”, I said, “you're out the front door” 

 JK: But do you think they want to kill the bats? 
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 ED: No, not killing them, they're not going to cull them but they're talking 
about rehousing them. 

 JK: Relocating them. 

 ED: Where are they going to relocate them to? 

 JK: They’ve got a number of sites around.  I didn’t know Centennial 
– I know the Botanic Gardens. 

 ED: Oh, yes.  Well, I’m sure Centennial Park – and this is going back a 
few years too – but we went to one of their summer movies in the 
park.  Well, the bats were unreal and I cannot imagine that they aren’t 
still there.  They were there.  As it got dark they sort of came in and, 
“Oh, the bats are there”.  So I can’t imagine that they’ve got but you 
don’t hear about them because I think it’s Centennial Park whereas 
the Gardens, Botanical Gardens and species of trees and everything 
else like that. 

122.11  I understand why.  I just don’t think I agree.  Because we go down – 
not for a couple of years because of situations – but we went to 
Candlelight Carols for years with the kids and the bats are all part of 
it. 

 JK: Yes. 

 ED: I've got to be honest with you: the bats were part of Carols.  I’m a bit 
inclined to live and let live. 

 JK: Are there any other issues that you’ve been noticing? 

 ED: No, not really.  It’s just this business of the village[s] of Sydney with 
these high-rise buildings going up everywhere and I just find that – I 
don’t mind change, I accept change because I was just saying only 
recently my mother-in-law who passed away over twenty years ago, 
she was born in the horse and buggy era and she lived to see them 
land on the moon.  So I mean change over the last hundred and 
twenty years has been horrendous change and we have to accept it.  
I’m dead set against Facebook and Twitter.  I am sorry but I think it’s 
caused more trouble than it’s been worth, a lot more trouble than a lot 
of people hear about because, like everything, people don’t talk about 
it, the things that happen.  But that’s just me. 

114.07  No, change doesn’t worry me, it’s just I can’t see that all this high-rise 
that we’re getting – and it’s the same at Parramatta, at Strathfield, 
over the North Shore – you look at photo images of New York and 
you think, “Oh, my God, is this going to happen here?”  And then you 
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think, “Oh, well, I won't live to see it so it doesn’t matter.  Don’t get 
distressed about it because you're not going to live to see it”.  But it’s 
going to happen and you think, “Oh, if this is the way we’re going 
there’s something wrong”. 

 JK: And what is it about the high-rise that you don’t like? 

 ED: Well, they're getting to the stage of where it’s just all living.  They say, 
“We’ll put a high-rise in, we’re going to have a park”.  Like where the 
old Transport Department used to be on Rothschild Avenue there’s 
supposed to be park law.  I reckon when it’s all finished there’ll be no 
parks.  And it’s supposed to be a public park, supposed to be public 
access but when it’s all finished it'll be like the one down the street, 
the one down in Joynton Avenue.  It may be public but you're 
inhibited to go.  The feeling is if you walk through there you're on 
private property.  This business of open air public area is being 
reduced to the stage where it might be public area, you might have 
every right to be there but the feeling is that you're trespassing. 

116.12  And I think this is probably what it is: the open spaces are not open.  
They might be open in the middle of a whole heap of units and there 
might be streets going in but there’ll be notices saying “Resident area 
only”, things like that.  Like down here as you sort of walk in you get 
the impression, “Oh, I’m not allowed to go in here unless I live here”.  
I think it’s probably that: it’s just taking away this freedom “It belongs 
to everybody” idea and the buildings aren’t all that attractive either. 

 JK: There’s plenty of them coming down Joynton Avenue, aren’t 
there? 

 ED: Yes. 

 JK: It’s pretty busy. 

 ED: Joynton Avenue, but they’ve left the trees in Joynton Avenue which 
has left it into an area where it doesn’t look too bad.  From somebody 
walking along Joynton Avenue or travelling along Joynton Avenue, 
you're not immediately [aware] of the buildings because the trees are 
there.  They're an awful mess when they start losing their nuts and 
they're fig trees and all that sort of jazz but the feeling as you drive or 
walk through Joynton Avenue is not so bad but you walk down this 
street, Dalmeny Avenue, on the other side and there are trees there 
but you're still very aware of the units. 

116.01  They're not built back, they're built right on – you're walking down the 
footpath and the start of the units would be, what, less than three feet 
away from you, three or four feet away from you.  Joynton Avenue, 
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you're walking on the footpath, the units are built back, what, twenty, 
thirty feet?  So you’ve got a bit of space but you get this place where 
you’ve got units on both sides of the street and they're built onto the 
street as these ones are down here then you get this closed-in, New 
York sort of feeling.  I've never been to New York, would never want 
to go, though they tell me it’s great – I have no idea.  I think that’s 
probably what annoys me: there’s just not enough open space, 
there’s too much, “Oh, we can put another” – like further down on 
Dalmeny Avenue down towards Epsom Road the units are going up 
there.  Now, they started off three and four stories, now they're going 
up twelve.  You know, “We get approval for this, then we turn around 
and we put in more approvals and we’re going up and up” but the 
parkland has not changed.  So I’ll be interested with the new lots of 
units that go up down on Dalmeny Avenue whether they're back or 
whether they're allowed to build right onto the street the way these 
ones are down here.  It’s this closed-in feeling. 

 JK: I think they're great insights, I think you’ve certainly explained 
that really well to me.  I get it; I’m going to go looking. 

 ED: All right. 

 JK: Well, shall we leave it there? 

 ED: Yes.  You're quite happy? 

 JK: Oh, very happy, I think it’s been wonderful.  Thank you so much. 

Interview ends 

 


