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0.00 SR: Interview with Mrs Betty Moulds of 30 Thomas Street 

Chippendale, 30th of August 1994. 

 BM: Alias Dickenson(?) 

 SR: Alias Dickenson, that’s right, nee Dickenson. 

 BM: Yes. 
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 SR: Look, thanks very much for talking to me, Betty.  Would you 

like to tell me about where you were born? 

  

 BM: I was born in 45 Wyndham Street Alexandria which was quite a 

nice little wooden cottage but I'm afraid it’s gone now.  It’s been 

demolished and made all factories out of it.  And we were there for 

about five years until I was five and then we moved to Belmont Street 

Alexandria.  That’s further down towards St Peters and we lived there 

till I was about nineteen and we had no light, we had no gaslight.  We 

had candles, we had no television, we had no wireless, we had no 

electric iron.  We had a fuel stove, a fuel copper which mum used to do 

all the cooking with and we used to do the washing in the fuel copper 

and chop the wood, go ‘round to all the factories and get all the wood 

to boil the copper to cook in the stove to cook the meals. 

 SR: What years are we talking about there? 

 BM: 1 was born in 1925 so I'd say that’d be about 1930 I moved to 

Belmont Street and that was from the ‘30s that we done that.  I had two 

brothers older than myself and then I had another brother younger than 

myself and there was eight in the family altogether and we all lived in a 

three bedroom cottage in Belmont Street. 

2.07 SR: Do you mean eight children? 

 BM: Eight children altogether in the family. 

 SR: And the two adults so that’s ten. 

 BM: Yes, yes.  And we lived in a three bedroom cottage and one 

loungeroom and a kitchen and a bathroom and we had a backyard, a 

big backyard, and for our times what we done, playing and that, we 

used to play rounders and all that sort of thing in the backyard and up 

the back lane and that - you could walk the streets free then. 

 SR: You had enough space to be able to play rounders? 

 BM: Yes, yes, in the backyard.  We had quite a big backyard and my 

grandmother lived next door to us, my father’s mother, and we used to 

go in there and listen to Dad and Dave on the wireless and also when 

we were naughty we weren’t allowed out so we used to put our ears up 

to the wall and try and hear the wireless from my grandmother’s place 

to hear the serials sort of thing and Search for the Golden Boomerang 

was another episode on the wireless. 

 SR: Were they attached houses, were they? 
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 BM: Yes, two cottages. 

 SR: Were they weatherboard or brick? 

 BM: Brick. 

 SR: Brick. 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: You could hear through the wall? 

 BM: Yes, yes.  It was only a single brick wall and you could hear 

through there. 

 SR: When you said you went ‘round the factories collecting 

wood for the copper when you did the washing for the fire, what 

factories were those? 

 BM: Well, we used to go ‘round to Slazenger's used to be over at the 

back of Euston Road.  We had an old billycart and we used to go 

‘round and get the wood from outside the factory; they used to put all 

the wood shavings and woodcuts out there. 

4.03  And then we used to go up to the fruit shop; up the top of our street 

was the fruit man.  His name was Horace Stubbs and he used to come 

around on a horse and cart with the fruit and we’d go up to his shed 

and get all of the boxes and bring the boxes home for mum to light the 

fires with like for do the cooking and that - it was a fuel stove all the 

time.  And then we used to go to the coal yard where my father was a 

coal carter and he used to bring a bit of coal home but if we ran out of 

coal we used to have to take the old billycart down the street to where 

he worked and get some coal and bring home, and coke. 

 SR: And when you say a “coal carter”, what do you mean by 

that? 

 BM: He used to cart the coal to the factories for their furnaces. 

 SR: From a depot? 

 BM: Yes, from the coal depot. 

 SR: And did he drive a truck? 

 BM: No, horse and cart.  It was all horse and carts then.  And my 

mum never worked because she didn’t have time with the amount of 

children that was there but large families were in those days.  But those 

days you'd buy a half a loaf of bread for fourpence and a half a pound 
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of butter you'd get for about sixpence and that which, you know, you 

didn’t have very much money to live on and things were really bad.  

You had to grow your own vegetables or my brother used to go down 

the markets and pick up all the old specks that they had laying around 

and vegetables and bring home and all that sort of thing from the 

markets down at the railway. 

 SR: Did your father stay employed during the Depression? 

 BM: No, he was put off and we had a hard time.  They lined up for 

the dole and that sort of thing and went to the Red Cross for our 

clothes and our shoes and our Christmas things at Christmastime. 

6.11  I can remember us getting parcels from the Red Cross because he was 

a soldier, he went to war - that was before we were born.  And then he 

finished up an air raid warden when the war came here. 

 SR: The Second World War? 

 BM: The Second, the Japs, when the Japs came into the harbour 

[Sydney Harbour].  He finished up an air raid warden and he served his 

time as that, voluntary, but my father was a very hard man, very strict 

he was.  We weren’t allowed out of a night.  If we weren’t inside at five 

o'clock of a night we knew what was coming.  We’d get the strap 

around our legs and around our backside and that was it.  We were 

kept in; we weren’t allowed out after school but we all went to 

Alexandria School.  When we lived in Belmont Street we had to move 

then because the house was getting too small so we moved to Mitchell 

Road and that was a bigger place.  That was four bedrooms there and 

that’s where we lived and my mum lived there until 1949, 1950, and 

then I got married and left there.  But getting back to the Depression 

time, like we had good food because you could buy food cheap like 

steak and all that.  Thursday night used to be our best meal; we’d have 

steak and kidney pie and custard tarts for tea. 

7.59  But we always had rolled oats for breakfast and sandwiches for our 

lunch; we took sandwiches to school for our lunch.  Apple sandwiches 

used to be my favourite and date sandwiches used to be my favourite 

because they were very cheap. 

 SR: Can you remember your parents talking in front of you 

about the Depression? 

 BM: No.  My father drank, he made sure he had his money for his 

noggin of beer but my mother never drank or never smoked, never 

went to the pictures or anything.  But, yes, I remember arguments and 

that sort of thing that they used to have.  It’s only natural, I suppose, 
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with every family when they didn’t have enough money to buy this and 

to buy that there’s problems and that.  But mum always found our 

thruppence [threepence] to go to the picture show.  We used to go to 

St Peters’ Pictures and we used to get in for thruppence then those 

days.  We used to walk from where we lived in Mitchell Road down to 

St Peters because it was just straight down the street and my brother, 

my two eldest brothers and I, used to go there. 

 SR: Was that the Saturday matinee? 

 BM: Saturday matinee, yes.  We weren’t allowed out in the night-

time.  I wasn’t allowed out till I was seventeen of a night.  That was 

when I made a big debut going to the pictures and that of a night-time 

up to the Lawson Picture Show which wasn’t very far.  But, no, the kids 

were all right in those times.  We all played with each other and we had 

a lot of friends because having a big family and all my aunties and 

uncles all lived around Alexandria way.  We used to go and visit them 

and every Saturday we’d go up to my nan’s in Botany Road where she 

had the undertaker shop up there and that was our Saturday 

afternoon’s visit up to nan’s. 

10.10 SR: What was the name of that undertaker? 

 BM: Shine & Field [?]. 

 SR: Shine & Field. 

 BM: And they used to bury you for seven pound.  And I can when we 

used to go up there and play like in the backyard with all my cousins 

and that.  It was sort of a gathering of a Saturday with the cousins and 

we still meet now.  We have a reunion once every twelve months with 

the cousins that’s left and we used to hide in the coffins and that and 

think it was a great joke to get in the coffins and my second eldest 

brother he got in one and here my grandmother had a Chinaman 

embalmed to go to China and he nearly had a fit when he saw it in 

there.  He never got in another coffin to hide. 

 SR: What, he opened the lid? 

 BM: Yes, yes.  They used to embalm them because they didn’t have 

freezers or anything those days to freeze them like they have now and 

that was all done in the front of the premises and my grandmother lived 

at the back at the premises.  And they all had fuel stoves but, no, we 

didn’t have any gas, electricity or anything - other people had it.  But 

we were lucky in ways because there was a milkman lived next door to 

us named Mr Fury [?] and his wife only just recently died and she was 

ninety something and she’d lived in that house all her life and she was 
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a very good neighbour.  If there was any milk or anything like that left 

over she’d give mum the milk for us because we used to run messages 

for them and that.  I used to run messages for everybody to get a 

penny or tuppence [two pence] to go to buy lollies or something like 

that. 

12.01  But, no, they were the good old days, I'd say.  Some say they weren’t, 

some say they were but I reckon they were.  You could walk free and 

be free and that but in our house you still had to be in by five o'clock of 

a night. 

 SR: And was that an unusual imposition?  Would most kids 

have to be home? 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: How old? 

 BM: I'd go to school and come home, do my homework and I was 

about seven right up to till we were right in our teens we still had to be 

home. 

 SR: And what would you do if you did go out in the afternoon 

after you'd done your homework? 

 BM: Well, we’d turn around and we’d play in the back lane or play 

chasings or hidings or sit down and draw on the footpaths and play 

hopscotch out in the street and all that sort of thing. 

 SR: What was the neighbourhood like?  Who were your friends 

there? 

 BM: Well, everybody was your friend there because the people that 

lived around that way had big families and the friend that I had, I used 

to play vigoro with her of a Saturday morning.  I was a sporty person 

and used to play vigoro with her – Maisie Roberts was her name – and, 

well, you just all joined in together and played. 

 SR: Who were some of the families there?  Can you name some 

of the names? 

 BM: Yes.  There was the Waymans[?] and there was the 

O’Connors[?] that the chap got bashed down there in Belmont Street, 

the old chap, Oakie[?] O’Connor.  They were my sister’s friends; they 

were in the time of my sister’s period.  There was Martins, there was 

Barkers, there was Mrs Roberts and Mrs Martin and Mrs Fury and Mrs 

Wayman – I think I mentioned those. 
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14.12  And then there was Fullers, Mrs Fuller, O’Briens, Sweeneys, 

Cornfields[?], all of those old people.  Cornfields had a horse and cart 

wagon that used to go and deliver bricks and all that sort of thing to 

different factories when they were building, could afford to build up the 

factories and that.  And a lot of the factories down there – we lived right 

opposite Metters that used to make the stoves – and there was 

Hadfields and there were shoe factories.  The Lyons[?] shoe factory, 

my brother he was taught a trade there and then he went to the war 

and come home, thankfully.  And my eldest brother, he worked in the 

city but we used to have trams going by our place then.  We were on 

the main road and we used to have trams going down from Circular 

Quay down to St Peters.  And then we had a tram used to go ‘round to 

Metters at five o'clock, half past four, five o'clock, to pick the workers 

up.  Well, we used to scale the trams then around and get a ride.  

When the tram’d stop to pull the point to go around the loop we used to 

all hop on the tram and get a free ride around to Metters which wasn’t 

very far but it was enjoyable. 

 SR: Yes. 

 BM: And then in Erskineville Park that was opposite where we lived 

there used to be a big water tower there.  That’s where my two brothers 

used to go swimming up there. 

16.02 SR: Was that the water supply? 

 BM: Yes.  Just for the trams and that that needed the water or the 

horse and carts.  They used to have a horse trough on the bottom of it 

to give them a drink and that’s where the water used to come down to 

fill the water troughs and the horses used to pull up there and have a 

drink. 

 SR: Were the trams pulled by horses? 

 BM: No, no.  The trams went by pole, they had a pole and the lines 

went along, and they used to run all the time down Mitchell Road 

where we lived. 

 SR: And your brothers went swimming in this water? 

 BM: Water tower, yes.  It wasn’t very high.  It was high enough but 

you had to climb up these iron rungs to get up into them and have a 

swim in them.  But we used to go down at the back of Euston Road 

there used to be like a canal and I think it’s still there.  It runs right 

down to near Tempe, down that way, at the back of – can't think of the 

name now, the back of the glassworks - Australian Glassworks used to 

be there and they used to have the canal going down the back there 
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and at the back of Slazenger's and of a Sunday we used to go over 

there and used to race little pieces of wood down for boat races and 

that.  But men used to go over there too and they used to race their 

boats down there and they'd bet on them; they had a bet on those to 

see whose boat won and that.  But you don't see any of that around 

now.  It was just you had to make your own games and your own 

enjoyment. 

18.00 SR: You know how there’s all these horse-drawn vehicles 

delivering things in them? 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: Where were the horses kept? 

 BM: In the stables in the back of the premises of the shop.  Well, 

Horace Stubbs, he used to have one horse and he’d bring it around.  

He’d come around of a Wednesday and of a Saturday with the fruit and 

his horse used to be stabled up the back lane from our place and the 

cart used to be put in the back too. 

 SR: What did they do with the manure for all these horses? 

 BM: Well, you used to take that for your gardens and put it in your 

gardens and that.  And then every Friday afternoon we used to get 

thruppence to go – there was a cracker biscuit man come around which 

would sound funny to kids these days because he used to come ‘round 

and sing out “Cracker biscuits, cracker biscuit man” and we all used to 

run out the back and get a big bag of broken biscuits for thruppence.  It 

was like a party for us.  We used to get the ZuZu mix which nobody’d 

remember those, I don't think.  They were a little tiny biscuit with lollies 

on the top and hundreds of thousands on the top of them and some’d 

have like jam in the middle of them, the little biscuits, which they don't 

have now.  But they had all of the other biscuits, Adora Cream Wafers 

and Capstan [?] biscuits and all that sort of biscuits, Arnott’s Biscuits 

they were. 

 SR: So he’d get them from the factory and then come and sell 

the broken ones? 

 BM: Yes, sell them to you of a Friday afternoon to get rid of them.  

And he used to have a horse and cart but it was all closed in, his cart 

was.  It was closed up the side and at the back and then in the front 

and he used to open the door at the back to serve you; it had a step up 

to serve you the biscuits and that. 
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20.06 SR: Were the Depression years hard years?  It sounds like you 

had a little bit of money for the pictures. 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: What can you remember of them? 

 BM: Well, to get the bit of money that we did have my brothers used 

to go and get the fruit and that from the markets and we used to pick 

the best of it out and put it on a plank out the front of our house in 

Belmont Street and we used to sell it. 

 SR: The kids would? 

 BM: Yes, we’d sell that, we’d sell it to the people in the street for 

thruppence or sixpence or whatever to get enough money for us all to 

go to the pictures and what we had left over went in the bowl for food 

and that for my mother to keep us going. 

 SR: And the fruit was collected from the - - -  

 BM: From the city market, the fruit, and then Horace Stubbs used to 

take my eldest brother down there with him of a morning and he’d go 

‘round collecting all the fruit.  It was just dropped, bruised and that sort 

of thing, and what vegetables was just shot aside which they didn’t 

think they could sell he’d pick them up and bring them home in a sugar 

bag.  And we’d take them out and put them on this plank and have 

them all out the front because when one wasn’t there the other brother 

was there and when they weren’t there I was there, selling the fruit and 

the vegetables to all the people that come past and wanted to buy 

them.  And there used to be a fish shop down the street in Belmont 

Street – Mrs Gurney[?] was her name – and we used to go down there 

and get our fish and scallops and that reasonably cheap of a Friday 

night for tea and we’d always ask for scraps and the scraps used to be 

all of the batter from the fish that was on the top and you'd often get a 

couple of good chips in amongst them to eat. 

22.09  And you got those for nothing.  We used to say “Have you got any 

scraps, Mrs Gurney?” and she used to give them to us.  But, no, our 

family has been around there – matter of fact one of my cousins still 

live in my grandmother’s house now, in the same house.  But that was 

in the Depression time.  I remember we used to sit on the back 

verandah of our house, waiting for my father to come home from the 

hotel. 

 SR: Did he go every day or was it just an occasional thing? 
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 BM: No, just of Sunday and Saturday. 

 SR: Were they open on Sundays? 

 BM: No, I mean Friday, Friday and Saturday, because he liked his 

drink.  Which man didn’t who worked all the week?  And then when 

they didn’t work they could only have it once a week, a drink, and that 

was of a Saturday and that’s when the rows used to start in the house.  

He’d come home half drunk and we were all bundled inside and mum 

and dad’d go hammer and tongs, which is not unusual.  I think 

everybody went through that with their husbands when they had no 

money, they just went through it.  But, no, we had good times.  My 

father was very strict on us but my mother never laid a hand on us but 

many a wallop we got off of our father. 

 SR: How long was he out of work for in the Depression? 

 BM: About four or five years I think it was. 

 SR: And then when he got employed again, was it back in the 

coal carting? 

23.57 BM: No, he was employed, he got on the Water Board, and he used 

to go over to White Bay.  There used to be a bus run up the top of our 

street, Lowe's Bus, and he used to catch the bus to Newtown and then 

he’d catch the bus from Newtown over to White Bay and he worked on 

the Water Board there till he was at retiring age.  And all he’d have for 

breakfast would be a glass of milk of a morning.  That’s all he ever had, 

a glass of milk for morning, and mum’d pack him a sandwich or so for 

his lunch but we always had a good meal of a night, I will say that, a 

baked dinner of a Sunday.  We used to have to clean our shoes on 

Sunday morning and before we cleaned our shoes of a Sunday 

morning we used to all have to be lined up at the table with a boiled 

lolly put there and a dose of senna tea.  You wouldn’t know what senna 

tea was, would you? 

 SR: No. 

 BM: Well, it was to clean your system out. 

 SR: God. 

 BM: And this was on every Sunday morning we had this and then we 

used to have to clean our shoes to go to Sunday school in the 

afternoon.  We used to go up to the mission in Mitchell Road. 

 SR: What denomination? 
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 BM: Sydney City Mission, used to go up to there every Sunday 

afternoon for Sunday school. 

 SR: And what was that Sunday school like? 

 BM: It was good.  We played up.  We used to sing and all that sort of 

thing.  I've still got – my brother that passed away – I've got his bible, I 

keep that.  And you used to get a prize at the end of the year for the 

ones that attended mostly and all that sort of thing but there was 

people from all over the place attended it from Garden Street all up 

where my aunties and all that used to live.  They used to go up there 

and that which was good but once you get to a certain age you don't 

want to go any more and we were always made go, which we used to 

detest going to it. 

26.07 SR: Did your parents go – were they religious? 

 BM: No, no. 

 SR: It was probably just good childcare. 

 BM: Well, that’s true too.  No, they didn’t go to church.  They went to 

church to get us christened, I think.  No, I was christened in Botany 

Road by my birth certificate at the registry office there, used to be a 

registry office opposite Wynn’s in Botany Road and that was a Mrs 

Skinner was her name and she had the registry general.  On account 

of my grandmother being an undertaker, that’s where they had to 

register the deaths and all that sort of thing so they were sort of in the 

know to be christened there.  But, no, I've seen quite a few changes 

down there.  Hadfields, there used to be Hadfields factory there down 

in Mitchell Road which was the big industrial area of factories down 

there. 

 SR: Where did most people work, what was the biggest 

employer? 

 BM: Metters, Metters and Hadfields, and the glassworks.  And then 

when I first started work I went to Alexandria Spinning Mills and I 

worked there and I got seven and six a week for my first job. 

 SR: How old were you? 

 BM: I was fourteen. 

 SR: Was that common to leave school at such a young age? 

 BM: Yes, you had to leave school at that age.  That was the age you 

left school, at fourteen, in those days. 
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 SR: That would have been in the mid ‘30s. 

 BM: No, late ‘30s, yes, late ‘30s. 

 SR: Did you want to leave school? 

 BM: I didn’t because I liked school, not that I learnt that much but 

every time my mother had a baby I used to have to stop home from 

school and look after the house and cook the meals for the other kids 

and that and I used to cry when I'd have to stop home from school but 

it done me no harm.  I really liked school and I don’t know whether I've 

got anything out of it or not but I'm still here today. 

28.31 SR: Were you aware when you were a child of how people felt 

about their employment?  Was there every any industrial militancy 

amongst say either your father or amongst your friends’ parents?  

Were any of them involved in any - - -  

 BM: Strikes. 

 SR: - - - strike action or activity like that or even the anti-eviction 

movement of the Depression time? 

 BM: No.  My father didn’t seem to go in for anything like that but I 

think my uncle was involved in the one at the glassworks when they 

had the strike over there but I didn’t know much about that because 

that was their business, as the saying is.  We were told to mind our 

own business when we were kids.  The words were you were seen but 

you weren’t heard in our house and you never repeated anything that 

was said in the house. 

 SR: Can you remember any local characters? 

 BM: Characters I can't.  There was a few criminals down there. 

 SR: O.K, they’ll do. 

30.01 BM: Well, I'd say they were criminals.  It was Nigger [?] Fox.  He 

used to sell – what did they call it – sly grog, he used to sell sly grog. 

 SR: And what’s that exactly? 

 BM: Well, they'd buy the wine and that from the hotel and then they'd 

turn around and they'd sell it for dearer prices in their home of a night-

time. 

 SR: Because there was six o'clock closing in those days? 
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 BM: Yes, yes, six o'clock closing.  And because we lived four or five 

doors down from them they used to come knocking on our door of a 

night-time or early hours of the morning and – this was later on in the 

years.  I was married in ’44 so I'd say that’d be in the ‘30s, ‘30s and 

early - - -  

 SR: Was there a lot of sly grog selling? 

 BM: In this certain house, yes.  The chap, he was a stand-over fellow 

and they used to come down and knock on our doors of a night-time 

where we lived and mistake our place for their place because in the 

end my younger brother, he used to turn around and sing out “Two 

doors up, two doors up”. 

 SR: And would people stay at the house and drink in their 

lounge - - -  

 BM: No. 

 SR: - - - or they'd just buy there? 

 BM: No, they'd buy it, knock on the front door, buy it and then they'd 

go off.  There was cabs and cars and people walking, you know, 

getting the stuff and taking it home after the pubs were shut. 

 SR: And that’s if they forgot to buy it at the pub when it was 

open - - -  

 BM: Yes.  Well, they knew where they could get it. 

 SR: - - - if they wanted some? 

 BM: That’s why they called it sly grog: it was sold on the sly.  See, 

they had no licence to sell it so that’s why they called it sly grog. 

32.05 SR: Were there others around the area that you were aware of? 

 BM: Could have been, could have been.  And then there was the 

bookmakers and all of those people.  I don’t know whether that was 

illegal or not but we never bothered about that.  We didn’t have the 

money to bet.  It went on in the hotels, I suppose, the betting and all 

that sort of thing.  But I used to go of a Saturday, Saturday I used to go 

and play vigoro and ladies’ cricket when I got up to about seventeen 

and that for the spinning mills that I used to work for and that. 

 SR: They had a ladies’ cricket team? 

 BM: Yes, yes, yes, we had a ladies’ cricket team.  And the 

Alexandria Kia-oras, they were the vigoro team; they were very well-
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known.  Mrs Healey[?] used to run that but I didn’t play with that vigoro 

team, I played with another vigoro team because they were all 

professionals that played in that. 

 SR: Were there anything like razor gangs? 

 BM: This certain person I think would have been that I spoke about 

with the sly grog. 

 SR: Nigger Fox? 

 BM: Yes.  Amongst them like, you know, sort of thing.  I wouldn’t say 

for sure he was but I think that was the sort of group they were. 

 SR: Did you ever go on holidays? 

 BM: When I was going to school I used to go to my aunty’s.  My 

aunty used to take me to her sister’s place at Bowral.  We used to go to 

Bowral and stop up there for a week but I always cried to come home 

because I didn’t like leaving home.  

34.03  And another time when we were little we used to go to the – I think it 

was called the Sunshine Home over at Manly.  They used to have a 

place over there for poor kids from school.  They used to go over there 

for a week but you didn’t have to pay any money; they paid your way 

sort of thing and that.  Used to be nice but when you're with strange 

kids you get a bit homesick and that and I was sort of homesick all the 

time. 

 SR: Did your parents take you to the beach or did you ever go 

into the city for a day? 

 BM: We used to go to Manly of a Sunday afternoon.  My father’d take 

my sisters when they were little to Manly but we never went out that 

much because we didn’t have the money to go and you didn’t have a 

car then.  We used to go to Botany.  We used to go out to where the 

cemetery is out there at Botany.  We used to swim along the water’s 

edge there – I think it’d be more La Perouse and used to go out to 

there when my cousins’d come down.  And they had a car.  Like they 

had a little bit more cash than us and we went out there.  We used to 

go to the beach out there but we made up for it after we were married. 

 SR: Can you remember any big events? 

 BM: The Royal Easter Show. 

 SR: Yes. 
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 BM: I used to go to the Royal Easter Show and you used to pay your 

fare in but you used to get your bags [sample bags] free. 

 SR: The Show bags? 

 BM: The Show bags you got free and I think you used to get Pick Me 

Up Sauce bags, Gartrell White bags with the cakes in, Arnott’s Biscuits, 

Vitabrits and lolly bags.  You used to get all these free once when you 

went to the Show.  This is in my time we used to go to the Show every 

year; that was our big event because it used to only be about two 

shillings into the Show. 

36.25 SR: Did you save up for it? 

 BM: Yes.  Yes, we always saved up for it. 

 SR: What smells do you remember?  Can you remember any? 

 BM: Yes.  We used to go past Barnses Meatworks up in George 

Street Waterloo and Peters Ice Cream factory was at the back of that 

and every time we’d go to my aunty’s in Garden Street Alexandria you 

could smell this horrible smell of all of the meat being boiled down and 

that and it was shocking.  It used to make you sick.  And then there 

was the fumes from the – where was that from now - you could smell 

the fumes from the brewery, the hops and that.  You can still smell 

them sometimes.  But other than that, no.  You had the smell of the 

grass which I don't like when the grass is cut from the parks because 

we lived right opposite a park, Erskineville Park, and they used to cut 

the lawns there and that in the park and the smell of the grass used to 

make me sick. 

 SR: You know how you said there was an ice cream factory.  I 

presume all this is within walking distance - - -  

 BM: Yes, yes. 

 SR: - - - that you walked to go and visit your relatives and that. 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: Could you ever go ‘round the back at the ice cream factory 

and get ice cream? 

38.04 BM: Well, sometimes you could, if you knew the people if you went 

past you could.  They used to give little pieces of ice cream, I suppose, 

that’s been broken of the cones and that sort of thing.  You used to get 

ice cream for thruppence when we were kids. 
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 SR: So you could go and buy some there, like seconds if it was 

slightly damaged? 

 BM: Yes, yes, yes. 

 SR: Where did you do your shopping mostly? 

 BM: When we were young? 

 SR: Well, how did your mother with ten children, no transport, 

how did she do the grocery shopping? 

 BM: Used to take the pram. 

 SR: Did she go or did you kids go? 

 BM: Well, we used to go and do it and she’d write a list out for us.  

We used to walk to Erskineville to get our bread at Allan’s[?] Cake 

Shop – they used to cook their own bread – and then there was little 

corner shops on every street, nearly, and we used to go to the corner 

shops and get the messages because they didn’t have any 

supermarkets then.  And we used to walk to Newtown – that used to be 

a big shopping centre – but where Coles is in Newtown now that used 

to be Sweet Brothers and then there was Brennan’s where you used to 

go and buy your clothes, that was opposite near Newtown station, post 

office.  And then along in Botany there was – I'm jumping and that but 

you can fix that – in Botany Road when we used to go up there to visit 

my nan they used to be open all day Saturday and there used to be a 

fruit shop there which was called Asuz[?] and then there was a ladies’ 

hairdressing shop further up was Mrs Lewis – that’s where we used to 

always get our hair cut.  And on the other side then there was the pawn 

shop which we used to visit regular. 

40.17 SR: Yes, why is that? 

 BM: Well, I used to take my mother’s rings up and pawn them of a 

Monday to get enough money to get some food and then when she got 

paid of a Friday off my father I used to catch the tram up and get them 

out.  Not that you got much for them but that used to cover us for our 

food. 

 SR: Did everybody do that? 

 BM: Yes.  Yes, quite a few people.  I think everybody pawned things 

those days.  Sometimes you lost them, sometimes you didn’t; if you 

couldn’t get them out you just used to leave them there. 

 SR: Did they charge a lot of interest? 
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 BM: Yes, it was a fair amount of interest on them because they knew 

you couldn’t pay it. 

 SR: You'd have to be feeling quite desperate to do that. 

 BM: Yes.  Well, you do, I suppose.  You’ve got to put food in the kids’ 

mouths, haven't you? 

 SR: When did things start to get better? 

 BM: I was married in 1944.  And when I went to work – I went to work 

when I was fourteen, as I said, and my eldest brother worked and he 

brought a bit of money in and then my other brother, he worked at the 

boot factory and he brought a bit in and I brought my seven and six in 

which I could walk to work and walk home from work. 

 SR: Were you expected to give the money to your mother? 

 BM: Yes, yes. 

 SR: And your brothers as well? 

 BM: Yes, yes.  Yes, we always handed over our pay packet. 

 SR: Did she give you some back? 

 BM: Yes, two and six. 

42.02 SR: And so that made it easier in your family? 

 BM: Yes, yes, it made it easier to feed another five mouths. 

 SR: Was the family close? 

 BM: Yes, we were very close. 

 SR: Were you close with your father or were the children - - -  

 BM: We were closer to our mother and the kids, all the kids.  There 

was two years’ difference between the lot of us, between the eight kids. 

 SR: What do you mean? 

 BM: Well, I was born in ’25 and my eldest brother was born in ’21, 

1921 he was born in, and my other brother was born in 1923 and I was 

born in ’25.  And then I had another brother born in ’27 and a sister 

born in ’29 and it went two years. 

 SR: Did your mother breastfeed for a long time? 

 BM: Yes, always. 
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 SR: For two years? 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: You know what I mean, like it wasn’t that - - -  

 BM: No, no, no, no, about twelve months, yes. 

 SR: It might have been providing some sort of contraceptive 

protection. 

 BM: Well, I don’t know. 

 SR: Breastfeeding’s supposed to. 

 BM: They didn’t have any contraceptives then. 

 SR: You know you father, he was in the First World War - - -  

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: - - - and you say he was very strict and a disciplinarian and 

a bit cold and distant, have I got that right? 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: Do you think it was his war experience might have done 

that? 

 BM: I think it must have been because we found out that he had 

been gassed, he had gas in his system from the war. 

 SR: And what did that mean? 

 BM: Well, I don’t know in medical terms what it meant but he used to 

come out all in a red rash all over his body and his arms and his legs 

and I suppose, you know, seeing people blown up and that sort of thing 

you sort of think of these things.   

44.15  The same as my brother.  He went to the ’43 war and that and he 

thinks of things himself.  Now he has nightmares over it.  He got 

malaria and that sort of thing.  But I think from my father being so strict 

with us was what he seen overseas. 

 SR: When he broke out in the rash was it just occasionally or 

did he have it permanently? 

 BM: Well, he did have it permanently on his body. 

 SR: That must have been really irritating. 
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 BM: Yes.  Well, he used to wear flannels, like a flannel material and 

that was made into like the grandfather shirts I think they call them now 

with the round neck on them and the buttons down the front and the 

short sleeves.  Well, that’s what he used to wear and he used to wear a 

flannel belt around his stomach all the time and that was made with 

strings of tape at the back because I used to have to mend them when 

I was married.  So he wore those all his life when he come home from 

the war. 

 SR: And do you know if he got offered any medical treatment 

for that? 

 BM: I think he used to go down to the Repat [Repatriation hospitals 

for returned service men] but all they used to give them was tablets, I 

suppose, or things like that and I think that was the cause of his 

drinking. 

 SR: Was he irritable? 

 BM: Yes, very irritable.  You used to know when to keep away from 

him. 

 SR: Did you have any idea how your mother felt about it?  Was 

she married to him before the war? 

 BM: No, no, no.  Father went away and my mother was married 

when she was twenty nine and my father was thirty one when he got 

married. 

46.13 SR: And that would have been what, in 1920? 

 BM: Yes.  My brother was born in 1921, yes.  About 1919 or going 

into the ‘20s, early ‘20s. 

 SR: Did your father go to the ANZAC Day celebrations or 

memorials? 

 BM: Yes, yes, always. 

 SR: And did he keep in contact with his mates from the war? 

 BM: He used to, yes, when he was alive he used to. 

 SR: Did he ever talk about his war experiences? 

 BM: No, no. 

 SR: Do you think your mother was happy? 
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 BM: Not really.  I think she just stopped for the kids, you know, to 

keep the house and that.  I don't think she was happy myself – that’s 

my opinion.  But she had her heartbreaks, as the saying is, because 

my third brother next to me, he died when he was thirty five and he had 

a cerebral brain haemorrhage and a stroke and he was real happy-go-

lucky.  Taxi driver, he was.  He used to drive for the Deluxe Cabs and 

he used to have trotters, he had one trotter; he was with Roy 

Hartley’s[?] that used to live down Buckland Street in Alexandria.  I 

think later on in years that was a real upset of my mother, when we all 

got married and that because mum always turned around and she says 

that you all went and left her.  Like he was the only one there, the 

single one.  But he had no interest in girls, he wasn’t interested.  He 

used to be on the committee for the Alexandria Rovers, the football 

team and that and he just liked going with the trotters and work and he 

enjoyed his life that way. 

48.18 SR: You know your father, with his war injuries did he live a 

long life? 

 BM: He lived till he was seventy four, I think, I'm not quite sure. 

 SR: And your mother and him lived together all that time? 

 BM: Yes, all their life, yes. 

 SR: But it was the children that she took her joy from? 

 BM: Yes, yes, yes. 

 SR: Did she outlive your father? 

 BM: Yes, yes, by six months. 

 SR: Is that all? 

 BM: Yes.  The both of them went.  They had to get out of the place in 

Mitchell Road.  The hotel, the Parkview Hotel, bought the places in 

Mitchell Road where they lived because you didn’t have the money to 

buy a place then and they had to get out of there.  Well, that sort of – 

she went and stopped with my sister at Wyong and then they came 

back down and they had to get rid of their furniture.  My eldest brother 

took all their furniture up to his place and she was sort of shipshape 

from here to there, she sort of lost her memory. 

 SR: After they'd bought up the properties? 

 BM: Yes, yes. 
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 SR: When was that that they bought up the properties? 

 BM: I'd say that would be about in the ‘70s. 

 SR: Wouldn’t they have had protection?  You know if you were 

renting before the war, wouldn’t they have had rental protection? 

 BM: No.  Protected tenants? 

 SR: Yes. 

 BM: No.  I'm not quite sure about that but they put the rents up that 

high that I don't think they could pay it.  It was either, you know, buy 

your house or get out. 

50.04 SR: That’s terrible.  And so at the end of their lives, after 

working so hard. 

 BM: They just died in a nursing home. 

 SR: Goodness.  Which nursing home was that? 

 BM: Alma Place up in Padstow. 

 SR: So it wasn’t even in their local area? 

 BM: No.  No, my mum always wanted me to take her but we were 

protected tenants when we were married.  Like when I got married in 

’44 we moved up here into Chippendale and we’ve been living here all 

our life and we were protected tenants too and mum wanted me to take 

her but I could have got put out of my house if I'd have had anybody 

living in the house at the time, being a protected tenant. 

 SR: And where would your father have gone? 

 BM: My father would have wanted to come too.  See, I would have 

had to take the two of them but my sister at Wyong took them and then 

my brother at Busby he took them for so long and they sort of moved 

from here to there but I think that’s what really got my mother, when 

she had to move from down in Alexandria because all of her friends 

and that were - what friends were still down there, you know, still alive. 

 SR: And was she independent and still capable and able - - - 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: - - - so to have to live at another person’s house must have 

really undermined her. 

 BM: Yes, that’s right.  It did, it really did. 
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 SR: And then a nursing home? 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: Yet they would have still been capable of looking after 

themselves.  

 BM: Well, if they hadn’t have been put out, yes, if they hadn’t have 

had to get out, like. 

 SR: Did she try the Housing Commission? 

 BM: No, no.  Well, I don’t know how you would have got on with that 

because I think the waiting time on those were for years and years 

ahead because we were in the Housing Commission when we first got 

married and we waited and waited and waited and my husband’s sister, 

she got a place at Yagoona and that’s how we come to move in the 

house that we’re in now while we bought that. 

52.19 SR: You own where you live now?  

 BM: Yes, yes.  We’ve been there forty-odd years, forty eight years 

we’ve been in there. 

 SR: You must have seen some amazing changes in Alexandria 

over the time. 

 BM: Yes, quite a few amazing changes when I go back down there 

then too.  The park has been rebuilt sort of thing and all the Housing 

Commission flats gone up the top end of Erskineville Park and the fire 

station used to be opposite our place and that’s gone.  That’s gone 

down to O’Riordan Street Alexandria and we used to go to all the fires 

and that because my grandfather was the fire chief.  He came out from 

England as a fireman and my father, he was born down in Castlereagh 

Street in the fire station that’s down there now.  He was born there in 

the little house that used to be at the side and when my brother was 

born he was christened down there.  So it’s gone back years in the fire 

brigade sort of thing; that’s why I follow fires. 

 SR: How did you meet your husband? 

 BM: Well, it was a dark night and I met him at the Lawson picture 

show.  I used to go to the Lawson picture show of a Friday night and 

that’s where I met him and sort of went on from there.  But my mother 

didn’t know that I had a boyfriend because she didn’t want any of her 

daughters marrying, I don't think, but I was nineteen when I got 

married. 
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54.16 SR: With their blessing? 

 BM: Not really. 

 SR: Did you have a wedding? 

 BM: Yes, I had a wedding.  I got permission from the court to get 

married because my father wouldn’t sign the papers because I was 

only nineteen. 

 SR: Do you think it’s because they wanted you at home to keep 

working? 

 BM: I think so, yes, I think it was. 

 SR: How did you feel? 

 BM: A bit down but what can you do?  I was the first one to be 

married and my brother was at the war which made it worse and my 

eldest brother, he never got married until about ten years after I got 

married and he got married on my wedding anniversary.  But his wife’s 

departed now; she died of cancer.  But, no, we had good times.  As I 

say, I've relived my mother’s life over with my husband drinking when 

we were young and I had the one son – I had him twelve months after 

we were married – and we just went on from there.  We went through 

bad times too when we were married.  I can remember I lined up for 

food when my husband got put off of the gas company when they were 

on strike. 

 SR: When was that? 

 BM: That was in the ‘50s that was and I went down to the Benevolent 

Society which used to be the Empire picture show – that’s where Her 

Majesty’s picture show is now – and I lined up there for food.  And I got 

food and then I got the money for my rent, which was only seven and 

six a week, and then I think later on they brought the dole coupons in 

for your clothes. 

56.17  You got a book and I've still got my identity card, by the way, from 

when I first started work to say I was able to start work.  You had to 

have an identity card in the war and I've still got that inside.  But you 

used to get coupons for butter, sugar, meat and clothes and you were 

only allowed so many coupons for each person.  Well, if you didn’t like 

butter you went and got something, give it to somebody else for bread 

or something like that but many a time we’ve sat down to bread and 

dripping for our meal since we’ve been married.  Things haven't been 

really - well, like we haven't been rich, we’re still not rich. 
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 SR: What brought you down to Chippendale? 

 BM: When I met my husband. 

 SR: And he was a Chippendale person? 

 BM: Yes, he lived around here all his life but he come from 

Gulargambone, from the country, when he was three. 

 SR: But you know when things were hard, was that in the ‘50s? 

 BM: Yes, ‘50s and ‘60s or so. 

 SR: Everyone talks about that being sort of full employment and 

lots of work. 

 BM: Well, it was.  It depends on what sort of work you wanted but my 

husband, he joined the Gas Company and he was working for the gas 

company.  No, he was working for York Air Conditioners, that’s right, 

when I was pregnant, as a truck driver.  And then he left there and he 

worked for Dick Edwards – he was a carter too - he used to live in 

Wyndham Street Alexandria. 

58.04  And then he turned around and got on the gas company and then he 

got onto the council, the city council.  He changed over from there and 

he was on there for thirty five years before he retired. 

 SR: He had spells of unemployment? 

 BM: Between the Gas Company and the period ones but when he 

got onto the council he was right.  He had a permanent job there. 

 SR: And there wasn’t unemployment benefits even in the ‘50s? 

 BM: No. 

 SR: So if you were unemployed - - -  

 BM: You were unemployed until you scraped around till you could 

get something.  As I say, you could go down to the Benevolent Society 

and fill in a form which, my husband was proud – he didn’t like taking 

charity. 

 SR: Well, how did they treat you?  The government these days 

seems to be handing back social welfare back to the charitable 

organisations but sometimes one gets the feeling that you're 

supposed to feel grateful rather than – like at least when you get 

unemployment benefits it comes in the mail and at least it’s 

impersonal and it’s a right. 
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 BM: Yes. 

 SR: But if you have to go to a charity how did you feel 

approaching a charity? 

 BM: Not very good. 

 SR: And what was their attitude to you? 

 BM: Well, you had to fill in a form and give them all your information 

and that and how much rent you paid and all this sort of thing. 

 SR: Every time you went? 

 BM: Every time you went.  But I only went for about a month and 

then my husband got work.  He was getting like a day here and a day 

there but we were getting enough money to pay our rent and that but 

we weren’t getting enough money to feed ourselves half the time. 

 SR: And when you filled out the form were they, you know, 

impersonal about it and just were pleasant or - - -  

 BM: Very pleasant.  Yes, they weren’t nasty or anything like that. 

 SR: Were they patronising? 

60.00 BM: Yes.  They used to just say “Oh, sit over there on the seat and 

your name’ll be called”.  And then I used to walk from here down to the 

railway and get my little parcel of a half a loaf of bread and a tin of jam 

or half a dozen eggs.  I think you used to get a half a dozen eggs and a 

voucher for meat - I used to go to Alvie’s[?], the butchers around the 

corner.  And then you sort of got a voucher for vegetables and you got 

your butter and you got your tea and you'd come home with just a little 

parcel and then if you were still down at Christmastime because you 

got your endowment then when you had your first child you got fifty 

cents a week, a pound a month, that was your endowment then. 

 SR: What changes have you seen in Chippendale in your time? 

 BM: Quite a lot since the university started to take over, all the 

houses being pulled down and down the bottom of our street where 

we’re living now there’s all new houses been put up down there and 

quite a few of the hotels have gone, they’ve made them into residential 

area. 

 SR: Do you think the university influence is good or not? 

 BM: Not really, not around here. 
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 SR: And why? 

 BM: Well, the parking for instance; you can't park in your streets and 

you’ve got to wait till they move and then if you’ve got a car you’ve got 

to move down and you can't get around the streets.  The council bus 

can't get around the street, the top where we live, because I go to 

Harry Burling [?] Centre and you can't get around the corners and that 

in the bus, not that I expect to because while I can walk I'll walk. 

62.03 SR: The university? 

 BM: I think the university is trying to grab too much of Chippendale.   

 SR: Interview with Betty Moulds, tape 2.   

 BM: Yes, I think the university has taken over a lot of – well, it’s 

classed as Darlington but we’re classed under Chippendale or really 

Redfern; you can have either one.  But I think they have taken quite a 

few factories and all from around this way since I've been around here.  

They’ve taken old Darlington School.  The whole lot of that’s gone all 

bar one classroom which the university students use as a music room 

now in the Darlington Road.  And, of course, the Seymour Centre’s 

been built up there since and that used to be a bank up there and all 

shops along the Cleveland Street.  Where the car park is, that was 

houses and shops all around there and all the streets, Alma Street and 

Shepherd Street and Rose Street and Darlington Road and a bit of City 

Road and the Deaf and Dumb School that’s up near the top near where 

the IXL Jam factory used to be, well that’s all been taken over by the 

university and the Housing Commission; all flats and that have been 

built there.  They’ve built the new Darlington School where the IXL Jam 

factory was part of. 

 SR: It seems like it’s really destroyed the community. 

 BM: It has.  It’s destroyed the whole of Darlington and now they're 

trying to build another lot of tennis courts and that and a car park in 

Rose Street now but I think myself that they’ve gone as far as they can 

go without jumping over onto our side to take our side over now, like 

start into Chippendale because there’s only about three streets left in 

Darlington. 

64.28  But we still get a lot of our bills here, addressed to Darlington, Thomas 

Street Darlington, which is strange.  Even our post offices are all 

closed, the Chippendale Post Office is closed.  We’ve got to go up to 

Strawberry Hills now or Redfern, up to Redfern in George Street 

Redfern for the post office or down to Broadway which we had a nice 

little one on the corner of Cleveland Street and Abercrombie Street; it 
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was handy for all of the old people and that around here like.  And, yes, 

it’s changed quite a bit, I've seen quite a lot of changes and a lot of 

robberies and that. 

 SR: Going back now to Alexandria, what can you remember of 

your schooling, what was your school experience like? 

 BM: Well, luckily I had an aunt that used to do sewing and she used 

to make our tunics for us.  We used to wear a navy blue tunic with 

three pleats in the front and three at the back and a white blouse and 

black shoes and white socks.  But we had good times at school and we 

had bad times at school.  If you wanted to learn you learnt, if you didn’t, 

you didn’t, but you still got the cane when you did learn.  There used to 

be a teacher there, her name was Miss Spellman[?] and she was a real 

old – she used to use a stump for a cane, not a cane, a stump. 

66.09 SR: How big was it? 

 BM: I'd say it would be about twelve inches long and my brother got 

into trouble there one day and she give him a cane with the stump.  So 

we were bits of villains of kids too so we went back to school the next 

day.  We had some mice.  We used to have birds and that at home like 

when we were kids and a dog and mice and a rabbit and that sort of 

thing but we took some mice and we let them go in the schoolroom, my 

brother and I.  And, of course, she hopped up on the seat, on the chair, 

in the schoolroom and that’s how we got our revenge back for her 

caning my brother with the stump.  But then again the same brother, he 

didn’t like school, he wagged school and my mother and uncle had to 

go and get him and bring him and carry him all the way up Mitchell 

Road back to school again and he was really a villain, he was, at 

school. 

 SR: And what did he end up doing when he grew up? 

 BM: He ended up being a fully qualified bootmaker.  He went through 

the Lyons shoe factory and he went to the war – this is the second 

eldest one – and he went to the war.  And then he ended up getting 

married and raised a family of four, four girls, four lovely girls, and then 

he worked for Portagas Interstate, driving the truck interstate, 

Queensland, Melbourne, South Australia and all those places and he’s 

still going strong, thankfully.  But, no, the poor old Alexandria School, 

we used to go in the washhouse down there – it was an old wooden 

shed washhouse - and the bubblers were all out the side of the school 

and you used to sing Advance Australia Fair every morning when you 

went into school. 
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68.17 SR: Advance Australia Fair? 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: Not God Save the Queen? 

 BM: Yes, we sang God Save the Queen, that’s right, I'm sorry about 

that.  And then, yes, we sang Advance Australia Fair too later on when 

we got up into the higher classes but we always raised the flags and 

sun our national anthem at school.  But we used to sit outside under 

the big peppercorn tree – we’ve been back there for our hundredth 

reunion just a couple of years ago and we went to where they used to 

ring the bell.  The bell’s still there; we had our photos taken under the 

bell.  And one of my cousins, they went with us and she comes from 

out at Punchbowl, she came in for the reunion, and met quite a few old 

friends that we went to school with which we never, ever thought we’d 

meet again. 

 SR: Did many people when they grow up stay in the area or did 

they move? 

 BM: No, quite a few of them stopped in the area, quite a few.  I go 

and play bowls with Harry Burling’s Centre around here and I meet 

quite a few people that I went to school with at Alexandria Centre and 

they're still there, living in the same houses that they lived in.  And quite 

a few of the people like down around that way live in the same houses 

and around the area but quite a few of them’s passed on.  But, no, it 

was good down there. 

 SR: And what are the sounds that you can most vividly 

remember from your childhood? 

70.03 BM: The trams going down at twelve o'clock of a night-time or 

through the night but you get used to that and the cars and all the fights 

and that that used to be up on the corner of the hotel and all that sort of 

thing.  And there was fights in the back lane and all the cats and that 

running around as usual but other than that it wasn’t too bad.  Metters 

used to blow their whistle at twelve o'clock every day and we knew 

when it was twelve o'clock and four o'clock for them to knock off.  They 

used to blow their whistle to let them know it was knock-off time. 

 SR: Was it a wild neighbourhood? 

 BM: No, no. 

 SR: Was it suburban? 
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 BM: It was everyday ordinary people.  Like it was nobody thought 

anybody – one person thought they were a bit higher than anybody 

else. 

 SR: Who was that?  You don't have to name a name.  What was 

their occupation, say? 

 BM: Well, they were people that thought they were high above us 

and they were getting money through unregistered things like the sly 

grog, those sort. 

 SR: Really? 

 BM: Yes.  They thought they were better than what we were. 

 SR: But everybody in the area, they were basically working 

people, weren’t they? 

 BM: Working people, yes, everybody was working people.  I had an 

uncle that owned a couple of houses and that and they lived in 

Lawrence Street and his daughter, she used to go to St Mary’s Church.  

She was a strict Catholic, not that I had anything against them but they 

were everyday living people just like everybody else.  They seen you in 

the street, they talked to you. 

72.05  Well, we used to get my cousin’s handoff clothes sometimes to wear.  

We were the poorer family and we sort of used to go down and visit 

them and then we’d come home with a bundle of clothes which 

everybody else did too, I suppose.  Well, they're doing that these days, 

aren’t they?  If you’ve got sisters or brothers they hand them down, 

their clothes and that.  But it was quite a good area; I liked it. 

 SR: Was the population stable – did you know most of the 

people in the area? 

 BM: Yes, yes, I knew nearly everybody around on the side that we 

lived because Alexandria was a big place, a big suburb. 

 SR: How far did you roam?  In terms of when you were a kid and 

you could go out on a Saturday and Sunday to go out and play, 

what was your territory where you would wander? 

 BM: Well, of a Saturday as I say I used to go to vigoro or we used to 

go to Moore Park but we always caught the tram. 

 SR: But how old were you when you were catching trams? 
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 BM: Well, fourteen, thirteen, fourteen.  But when I went to work, 

when I first went to work I used to catch the bus.  The second job I had 

I worked at Parramatta Road and I used to have to get from Alexandria 

to Parramatta Road, Camperdown. 

 SR: Well, what about when you were under ten, when you were 

just a kid foot slogging it around the place what was your territory 

sort of thing? 

 BM: Just around the back lane and out the front. 

 SR: Did everybody play in the back lanes? 

 BM: Yes, yes, everybody. 

 SR: Was that because there wasn’t that much traffic? 

 BM: No, there wasn’t that much traffic there. 

 SR: There wouldn’t have been much traffic out the front, really, 

if there was still horses. 

 BM: Yes, that was a busy road. 

 SR: It was? 

 BM: Yes.  There was motorcars and that there but we weren’t 

allowed out in the front on account of the trams and all that sort of 

thing.  But, no, we played up the back lane and down the back streets. 

74.10 SR: And the park, Erskineville Park? 

 BM: In the park, yes, we were always over in Erskineville Park 

because that was just across the road.  They had a walkway there - not 

a walkway but the lines that you could go across near the letterbox.  

There used to be one of those letterbox things on the corner and you 

used to go across there and play in the park.  And then the oval used 

to be further up and when the Housing Commission took over that top 

part the oval came down further onto Mitchell Road and they built a 

wire fence around that.  But that’s where we used to play, in the park 

and out the front and in my grandmother’s backyard. 

 SR: It would have been hard for you to get away with doing 

anything you weren’t supposed to be doing if everybody knew 

you. 

 BM: Exactly, yes.  Well, nobody dobbed on anybody else as the 

saying is.  It was good, it was really good.  And not only that, you used 

to have your bath of a night and, as I say, we had no TV until ’43 - - - 
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 SR: No, that wouldn’t have been TV.  You mean radio, the 

wireless? 

 BM: - - - or, no, earlier than ’43.  We had no radio or wireless but we 

used to read our books by candlelight. 

 SR: I was wondering what you did in the evenings. 

 BM: Yes, we used to all sit in the loungeroom. 

 SR: All ten of you? 

 BM: Well, my father used to go to bed and the littler ones’d be in bed 

and we used to read our books or play dominos. 

 SR: Did you talk? 

 BM: Yes, yes, we talked, we were a talkative family. 

 SR: Did you have Monopoly? 

 BM: No, not those days we didn’t have.  We had Snakes and 

Ladders. 

76.00 SR: Did you play that? 

 BM: Yes, and dominos. 

 SR: Cards? 

 BM: Yes, Grab, we used to play Grab or Snatch. 

 SR: Did your mother play with you? 

 BM: No, no.  She was always busy, either washing or ironing. 

 SR: Was her day long? 

 BM: Yes, yes.  She used to get up early of a morning and she’d go to 

bed late of a night because to iron she used to have to use a flat iron.  

Do you know what that is?  And I've still got her iron. 

 SR: When you have to heat it up on the fuel stove? 

 BM: On the stove, yes. 

 SR: The house must have been terribly hot in summer. 

 BM: Yes, it was, but nice and warm in winter. 

 SR: Do you think that she would have worked harder than your 

father? 
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 BM: Yes, rearing eight kids I reckon, yes. 

 SR: Because she would have been up to get breakfast. 

 BM: Yes.  She used to get up and get my father to work and then 

she’d get us to school and then she’d scrub the floors.  We had no lino  

[linoleum] on our floors, we just had the bare wood, and it’s came back 

in now, the wood tables.  She used to scrub those with a scrubbing 

brush and sand soap. 

 SR: Every day? 

 BM: Every day used to be scrubbed.  And we didn’t have chairs, we 

had stools to sit on; we wouldn’t afford chairs.  We used to have the 

stools to sit on and they were scrubbed every day. 

 SR: You mean benches along like that to the forms? 

 BM: Yes, yes, like you had in school.  We used to call them stools, 

big stools.   

 SR: What else would she do - because you often stayed home 

with her, didn’t you? 

 BM: Yes, when she had babies and that and I had to do the same 

things. 

 SR: And every day she’d do that? 

 BM: Yes.  Every day she’d scrub the table. 

 SR: And make the evening meal? 

 BM: Yes, cook the meal, cook the evening meal.  The stove was 

never stopped; she used to cook a lot.  That’s one thing I will say: she 

was a good mother. 

78.02 SR: And then she’d end up going to bed later after your father? 

 BM: Yes, after we were all bathed and everybody was in bed. 

 SR: Did you bath every day? 

 BM: No, we had a wash every day but we used to have a bath every 

Friday night and we used to have to carry the water upstairs because 

the bathroom was upstairs; you used to have to carry it up by buckets. 

 SR: And it would be heated on the stove? 

 BM: No, in the copper; we used to light the fuel copper. 
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 SR: And it would be one after the other? 

 BM: Yes.  All in together sometimes.  Well, as the water got cold 

you'd go down and get another bucket of water.  Somebody’d bring a 

bucket of water up and heat the bath up and that’s how we all had our 

bath. 

 SR: Did you have running water into the bath, cold running 

water? 

 BM: Yes, cold, not hot until later years we got a chip heater. 

 SR: I know those. 

 BM: We had one of those later years.  Then we used to have to go 

and gather – we had plenty of wood then because the fruit man used to 

drop our wood off for us and we used to get the coal from - - -  

 SR: And you had a light a fire in the bathroom? 

 BM: Yes, in the chip heater.  And then you had the hose onto the 

cold water tap to run into the chip heater and the hot water used to run 

into the bath.  That’s how you got your hot bath but you never had a 

hot shower – only the rich people did. 

 SR: Was your mother tired? 

 BM: Yes, very tired, she aged.  I can't remember my mother with any 

other colour hair than white hair. 

 SR: Really? 

 BM: I can never remember.  I have got a photo of her and she was 

fair, she was brown, like light-colour hair.  Lovely long curly hair she 

had, beautiful-looking woman. 

80.04 SR: Was she patient and tolerant? 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: I mean she seems that she may have been unhappy in the 

marriage or her situation there from what you say. 

 BM: But she was always good to the kids. 

 SR: Because she was good-tempered? 

 BM: Yes, yes.  You got roused on but she never hit us, never laid a 

hand on us.  My father was the one that done that and if he found out 
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we wagged school – well, I didn’t wag school but a couple of the 

brothers did – they got a hiding. 

 SR: Did he hit her? 

 BM: No, no.  No, he never hit her.  He wasn’t game because we’d all 

get onto him.  Once he threatened to hit her and my second eldest 

brother he stood up to him and he got the message quick-smart.  But, 

no, what I mean, I don’t know whether they were still in love when they 

died or anything like that but she stopped with him right through.  She 

was married for quite a long while and that but she lived through with 

him and the day she died she thought he was still alive because she 

wasn’t told and it was on her birthday that he died. 

 SR: She wasn’t told that he’d died? 

 BM: No, no.  She sort of went back to her childhood, you know.  Not 

actually back to her childhood but the way she was treated in the home 

and that she’d just give in, she just didn’t care. 

 SR: And they weren’t together in the home? 

 BM: Yes, they were together but they were in separate apartments.  

See, they had men in one part and women in the other part. 

 SR: This is in the ‘70s? 

 BM: Yes. 

 SR: Wonderful. 

 BM: Yes.  But that was their life and there was nothing anybody 

could do; you couldn’t change it.  Same as my life, I suppose.  I had my 

arguments and that and I go out now.  I never went out.  I worked after 

I got married.  Well, when my boy was married I went to work.  I 

stopped home and done the same as what my mother done, cooked 

and washed and cleaned and made my son’s clothes and that after I 

got married and my boy got old enough to go to work and that, well, I 

went out and got a part time job and I worked for about thirty years – 

no, twenty five years. 

 SR: Where did you work? 

 BM: I worked at Atlas Plastics, I worked there for eight years, and I 

worked in the sandwich shop opposite the university for eight years 

and I worked at MacRobertson’s in the chocolate factory and then I 

worked at Excelsior’s around the street here – they used to make ice 

cream cones and that.  But money was better then so what I wanted I 
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worked for and that’s how where we are today but we’re still no further 

advanced but we’ve got our health, that’s the main thing. 

 SR: Thank you very much for talking to me. 

 BM: That‘s all right. 

 SR: Is there anything else that you wanted to say or anything 

that I should have asked that I haven't? 

 BM: I can't remember. 

 SR: Well, thank you very much.  I think it’s great. 

 BM: It’s all right. 

 SR: O.K, thank you. 

 BM: I hope it’s satisfying for you - - -  

 SR: Yes, it’s wonderful, thanks. 

 BM: - - - seeing it’s your first one. 

 SR: Yes, yes, first one of this project.  Thank you. 

 BM: Thank you, thank you. 

Interview ends 


