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01:06 Tape identification

Ray could you start by telling me your full name and where and when you were born.



01:33 Raymond John Newey, born in Bankstown New South Wales in 1934.

Can you tell me about your family when you were born.

01:44 Yes. My family came from England originally, my mother was reportedly born 

on a train between Canada and America, we are never too sure, but her parents 

were of English descent. Both my parents migrated to Australia in early 1919.

Were you the first child for your parents?

02:08 The eldest child of three, born in Bankstown and grew up there.

What did your parents do for a living at the time when you were born?

02:19 My mother was a seamstress and my father was a real estate agent. Mum did 

her sewing at home and my father had a small office in Bankstown.

Did they meet each other before they came to Australia?

They met in Padstow which is a suburb of the Bankstown Municipality, they met at 

the local dance at the local Progress Hall back in about 1919, 1920.

Did you have any other family members in Australia, grandparents, aunts, uncles?

02:55 Yes. Both my father’s parents and my mother’s parents - they all came as 

family groups together when they migrated from England and both of them settled in 

Padstow.

What are the first things that you remember as a child, do you remember your early years?

03:19 Well yes, basically I suppose the really early years is of the outbreak of World 

War II because Bankstown was an area where the American forces took over 

Bankstown Aerodrome, so we had a lot to do with American Army, Navy and Air 

Force personnel and most of Bankstown had a lot of slit trenches dug. Every other 

house had an air-raid shelter in their back yard in case of bombing by the Japanese, as 

it was thought at that time. But my early years I basically always remember every 

Saturday morning it was one of my jobs that I had to go house to house and try and 

get people to invest sixpence, which entitled them to a savings stamp and when they 

got ten pounds worth of saving stamps, twenty dollars in today’s terms, they were 

entitled to get a Commonwealth Bond which would be repaid at some future date, 

plus interest.

Were your parents involved in the war effort?

04:30 My father couldn’t join a service because of a bad wrist but he served as a 



recruitment officer on a volunteer basis and also served as an air-raid warden for the 

street that we lived in.

Did you go to school in Bankstown?

04:50 Yes I went to school in Bankstown and I then graduated to Bankstown High. 

According to all the people at the time they suggested that I was more suitable for 

woodwork, metalwork and technical drawing, so they enlisted me in Bankstown High 

School to do those particular subjects. I was an absolute failure and Bankstown 

school at that time would have been the lowest of the lowest - I came I think about 

the bottom of the whole school doing those subjects. So my parents got completely 

uptight and upset about it, so they sent me as a boarder to Knox Grammar School at 

Warrawee in Sydney where I eventually got the Intermediate Certificate and then left 

school when I was fourteen.

What do you remember of that school, do you remember any of your school friends or your 
teachers?

05:45 Yes. There have been reunions since and I can always remember I think 

probably when I was in first or second class a teacher called Miss Cronin who used 

to have a large cane stick in a corner in a test tube soaked in vinegar and we used to 

frequently get six cuts of that on the hand if we misbehaved. So the children of that 

era did not misbehave in school because they realised the consequence was quite 

grim.

How old were you when you left school?

06:18 I left school at fourteen and started to work, worked at many jobs in the 

early years. One job that I remember particularly - I worked at 8 Spring Street 

Sydney as a clerk in an insurance office, the Atlas Assurance Company, and my job on 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday was to light the kerosene lamps and the kerosene 

heaters in the winter. Sydney in those days did not have electricity on Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday so the girls and the men in the office had to do the work by 

Aladdin lamps and kerosene heaters. 

And what other of your early jobs do you remember?

07:06 From there I more or less went into National Service, I was in the second 

intake, and went to Holsworthy. In those days you had to do three months obligatory 

in the Army, after the three months were over you then had to go to a school one 



night a week for the next three years and do an army camp, two weeks every year 

over the next three years. I believe it did me the world of good in those days. The 

wages I was getting two pound three and thruppence a week before I went into the 

Army, when I went into the Army I got four pounds ten a week and they provided 

clothes and food, so as far as I was concerned it was quite rewarding financially.

How long were you in the Army for?

07:53 Three months in the first service and then you did the one night a week. 

After that I went back to the job at the insurance company. Worked at the Sydney 

Trocadero at night, which was the dance hall in Sydney down where the Hoyts 

Theatres are in George Street today, worked in there as a what they called a soda-

jerk boy in those days and then did washing up later in the night. Then continued on 

and did a milk run in Pyrmont. So I’ve had a fair bit of association with the city in my 

early years. My father passed away when I was twenty-one suddenly with a heart-

attack and I took over the real estate agencies he had at the time with my mother 

and there I stayed until 1991 when I retired.

Were you still living in Bankstown?

08:43 No, I have lived in most parts of Sydney. I have lived in Bankstown, Milperra, 

Lidcombe, Illawong, Drummoyne, so I’ve lived in most areas of Sydney. I suppose 

being in real estate I was a heavy mover because I always found it was a good way to 

accumulate money by moving house regularly, upgrading to a better one the next 

time, but you also made money which was tax-free in those days on your family 

home, which it still is, and it was one way of getting ahead.

What about your siblings - what were they doing? Did they help out with the family 
business?

09:28 My siblings - one died when he was twenty-one, the other sibling is now still 

in the business, he was apprenticed in the real estate business and he is now a 

partner in the business with three other gentlemen.

Obviously you have moved to Millers Point.

09:47 Moved to Millers Point just over ten years ago and had the privilege and the 

pleasure of meeting Shirley Ball not long after I first arrived. Shirley Ball, I think had a 

big influence in my early years in Millers Point, she was an amazing lady for getting 

people organised to do things. I established with Brian Harrison, her nephew, the 



Millers Point Tennis Club about six years ago, mainly established it so we could coach 

some of the young kids in Millers Point to give them some form of opportunity and 

some form of sporting endeavour. Really that was a great success and a lot of the 

kids have had a lot of appreciation out of those tennis lessons, which still go on today.

When you originally moved to Millers Point that was in 1995, was it?

10:42 I moved into Sydney in 1994, moved into Millers Point in 1995. This apartment 

where I am living now wasn’t completed, so I lived in another apartment down in 

Kent Street. I came from a house in Illawong, which was on the Georges River and 

the Woronora River - Illawong means in Aboriginal ‘between two rivers’. The house 

was originally built by John Fowler and people would know Fowler ware, on 

porcelain toilets et cetera, he built the house in 1887, quarried the stone off the site. 

I lived there for ten years before coming here to the city.

What made you decide to move to Millers Point?

11:32 Well I retired in the early 1990s and I found that looking after three acres - it 

used to take me sixteen hours to cut the grass and do the edges. When I was 

working I felt that was like a hobby, I’d come home at night in the summer and would 

work until eight or nine o’clock and I thought that was a relaxing way of toning down 

your day from work to home and I thoroughly enjoyed it. Once I retired I found that 

like hard work, so decided I wanted to get rid of gardening.

When you moved to Millers Point did you have any idea what the community was like, the 
sort of area that it was around here?

12:11 Not really. I had been in it and seen it and knew that it was a lot of 

Department of Housing properties et cetera but I did not really appreciate what a 

wonderful area I was moving into.

Why did you decide to become involved in the community?

12:28 I have always been involved in community wherever I have lived - I have 

always had a philosophy in life that you put back into life what you get out of life, so I 

have always believed you can only improve your own lot and improve everybody 

else’s lot if you are prepared to do something for both. I looked around to see what I 

could do and that is when I came up with the idea of coaching the kids at tennis 

because they were putting a lot graffiti on the buildings and becoming general 

nuisances around the place because of them had poor family and poor upbringings. I 



felt it was a duty to do something to try and assist the situation, which I did.

With the tennis club have you got to meet a lot of the kids in the community and got 
ongoing relationships?

13:20 Well because of that the boys tended to stay at tennis and the boys even now 

are getting into their sixteens, seventeens and eighteens they are still being coached 

on a Sunday morning on a free basis. The girls tended to leave the tennis when they 

got into their teens, seemed to get out of the way of wanting to play tennis, but now 

we’ve got a whole group of new juniors, mainly girls, who we coach on Sunday 

morning between eleven and twelve and Thursday afternoon between five and six. 

They are the new up and coming players of Millers Point’s future.

Have there been star players?

14:06 The boys that are still there today that started with us five years ago - most 

of those I would say would be definitely the champion at their school and some of 

them have gone out and won championships at large, so they have become very, very 

good tennis players.

Do you coach the tennis yourself or you organise the coaches?

14:25 Unfortunately with the way the laws are……..we used to coach them 

ourselves in the old days, Brian Harrison and myself used to actually do the coaching, 

but then with the laws that have come into being, insurance and what have you, we 

had to incorporate the club and take out insurance policies, et cetera, et cetera. Then 

we got people to join the club and we have a membership in the club now of over 

fifty people and so it helps to support it. The kids’ tennis is basically supported by 

charity and also through the assistance of the Observatory Hotel.

You mentioned that you first met Shirley Ball when you moved into the area, she has 
obviously been a very important person in the community, can you tell me what you 
remember about her.

15:10 I think I can remember everything about Shirley, she is sorely missed. Shirley 

was one of those people in this life that you meet and you’ll never probably have the 

privilege of meeting anyone again ever like her. She was a dominant person but she 

got things done. She had been involved in community, she’d been involved in the 

Sydney Hospital, politically she knew her way around, she’d been involved in the 

Department of Housing, she had assisted on inquiries into people’s living conditions, 

et cetera. She was just one of those people who you meet and to have had many 



hours spent with her was a very fulfilling part of life.

You were involved in the Resident Action Group with her?

16:04 Yes naturally, she made sure that we did our share. Shirley was always there 

to tell you what she wanted done and make sure you got it done and it was always a 

pleasure to get it done for her. In the later years when she was sick with cancer she 

couldn’t get around so well, so quite a few of us grouped together and we used to be 

the whipping boys and girls and get done what Shirley wanted and the community 

was a lot better place for it.

Are there any particular issues that you remember working on that you got done?

16:48 Well the one issue I suppose which we are looking at now is when Lend 

Lease decided to build their office building in Hickson Road. It was decided that they 

were going to build a building which was going to be a lot taller than what it is at the 

present and between the Resident Action Group and Shirley Ball and the rest of us 

we made it very difficult for the Council to approve a development so high. 

Eventually after twelve months of solid fighting we got the Council to reduce the 

height by five storeys. The other significant thing would be through Harold Kerr, 

Shirley Ball and myself and quite a few others we had Millers Point, the whole area, 

made a heritage area.

Are there any other neighbourhood characters that have made it a particularly good 
community to live in?

17:49 I think Millers Point has a lot of characters and a lot of different people, I 

don’t want to particularly mention people individually but there is a lot of good 

people in Millers Point. The two sisters, Marcie and Millicent Chalmers, they do a lot 

for the community, always have. Millicent is now the Chair of the Resident Action 

Group, Marcie, her sister, is the secretary of Darling House, the aged care facility. 

There are many other people who do a lot but those stalwarts of the community 

they all get together and they all do their part. It is a wonderful environment for 

young people to grow up if they can only get the initiative. 

18:44 We have started with Lend Lease the Mentor Program, particularly for the 

girls, in conjunction with Lend Lease who have been the main providers. They have 

provided staff to undertake the program initially, they paid the costs. The staff of Lend 

Lease went to do a special TAFE course to enable them to become mentors. The 



course generally took about three months, and when they became mentors they 

then were allocated a child from Millers Point, the majority girls, who were in Balmain 

High and they have been mentored on a one-to-one basis with the mentor. That has 

proven a very valuable success because some of these girls are teenagers but they 

didn’t have much awareness of where they were going to go, or where they were 

going to finish up and now they are quite vibrant, self-assured young people.

How many people are involved in the program, how many young people?

19:58 There would be about twenty-two boys and girls. Just an aside, the 

partnership won the Prime Minister’s Award for New South Wales about six weeks 

ago and on Thursday the partnership is going to Melbourne for the Prime Minister’s 

Award. The partnership is in the three for Australia, so we’ll either become the first, 

second or third, we are in the last three finalist, so we’ll either get first, second or 

third.

Where did the original idea for the program come from?

20:38 Lend Lease has been the main benefactor. Lend Lease’s situation was that they 

believe they are going to move into this community. They were very highly involved in 

the community prior to building the building because they were trying desperately to 

get the building built and we were trying desperately to reduce its height. We also 

made arrangements through the Resident Action Group, and at that time I was 

chairman of Highgate Corporation, we signed an agreement with Lend Lease, 

together with the Georgia Apartments next door that they could have a roof garden, 

which was better than looking at a concrete roof, but not to be used after five 

o’clock at night and there is no music to be played there, bands, et cetera, et cetera. 

Lend Lease I think in the long term have probably appreciated what the community 

did because their building has now won every possible award in Australia in 

architecture, environmentally, et cetera, et cetera. They have won everything so I 

think they are probably quite happy in some respects that the community got so 

involved and their building turned in to be such a wonderful building as it is now. So 

from that they believe they had better join the community and they’ve done it with 

great gusto and we are very appreciative of what they are doing.

How did you personally get involved in the program?

22:11 Well Lend Lease approached me because at that stage they knew I had a lot 



to do with the tennis club and they knew therefore I would know a lot about the 

youth in the area because I had been involved with them for the last six years. The 

partnership was formed between Lend Lease, Balmain High, TAFE College, the KMPG 

Centre, the Millers Point school, Resident Action Group and the tennis club. We 

formed a partnership which is now being incorporated to start off this Mentor 

Program. It has turned into something much bigger than what we thought. Westpac 

Bank now are moving into the area, they have joined the partnership, so now it is an 

ongoing thing. It will get bigger and bigger because there are so many other 

communities wanting to try and adopt what we have done here. Marcelle Hoff I must 

mention too. She is an alderman on the City Council and she has been of great 

assistance to the partnership.

Apart from the tennis club and the mentor program are there any other ways that you are 
involved in programs in the community?

23:28 Well I’ve virtually I suppose been involved in absolutely everything in the 

community. I am the Chairman of Darling House, I went on the Board of Darling 

House, I suppose, about ten months ago and I was there two months and they made 

me the Chair so I am Chairman of Darling House which is an aged care facility in 

Millers Point, or Dawes Point. A wonderful facility, originally initiated by Shirley Ball, it 

was another one of Shirley’s great attributes. We all aspire to get old but Darling 

House, for those who get old, it looks after them in dignity and respect and the 

people who live there I think they are very fortunate residents because it is more like 

living in their home than what it is living in an aged care facility. They are cared for 

wonderfully and they are living in such a wonderful environment.

Is Darling House specifically for people that are from the Millers Point area or is it open to 
anybody?

24:37 Well it is open to anybody, in other words financially it is not viable, it does 

not stand alone, without the government support and the moneys we receive from 

the residents. The only way it can survive is by charity, so we have to arrange 

functions all the time to raise public funds so we can continue to keep the facility 

afloat.

Obviously you live in Highgate, which is a privately-owned apartment building, how do you 
find the community of Highgate interacts with the community of Millers Point?

25:19 Not as well as I wish it did. Initially it was one of the other things that Shirley 



Ball initiated. She said to me one day, ‘All these buggers living in the bloody high-rise, 

what if we try and get them down to the low-rise.’ I said, ‘Good idea Shirl, what will 

we do?’ She said, ‘I’ll tell you what we’ll do, we’ll have a dinner and we will call it a 

Progressive Dinner. You get your mob together, I’ll get my mob together and we’ll 

have drinks at somebody’s place and then we’ll go to somebody’s place for entree 

and then we’ll go to somebody’s place for dinner and then we’ll finish up somewhere 

for sweets and then we’ll finish up for coffee somewhere. Let’s see if we can get 

people together.’ Which she did, so there was twenty people from Highgate went 

down and met the residents of Millers Point and we dined and what have you and it 

was a most successful evening. Then after that Highgate invited them back again and 

we had dinner in various apartments in Highgate. Unfortunately that sort of intimacy 

is not continuing as well as I would like it to continue, because I think it does 

everybody the world of good to know who their neighbours are and there are a lot 

of wonderful people in Millers Point.

How do you find the introduction of the new apartments down on the wharf has changed 
the area?

26:45 Walsh Bay - well we fought hard, the Resident Action Group, when Walsh Bay 

was proposed. The overall thing is a bit like the Lend Lease Building that was built in 

Hickson Road, the overall result has been a satisfactory result for the area. Transfield 

and Mirvac were good corporate citizens at the time, they also became involved in 

the community, also helped, were prepared to support things that happened locally. I 

think they also appreciated the difficulties they had initially getting approval, but then 

they realised that what the residents wanted and what the residents eventually got 

was a good compromise for all parties.

27:43 END OF TAPE MP-FC3 SIDE A

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

27:44 START OF TAPE MP-FC3 SIDE B

We were just talking about Walsh Bay and how that changed the area. Obviously there is a 
lot more affluent people moving into the area and it might be a challenge to integrate them 
into the community.



28:09 There is not many joined Resident Action Group. There is a difficulty because 

Shirley’s passing and quite a lot of the others who have been very hard workers in 

Millers Point are getting older and it is going to be difficult to keep the initiatives 

going. With Walsh Bay the only difficulty that has created is because you’ve got the 

high-rise this end, Walsh Bay that end and the rest of Millers Point in the middle, it 

needs very vibrant people like Shirley to be able to try and bring and marry all the 

parties together. It is working in some respects that two of the people from Walsh 

Bay joined the Millers Point Tennis Club, but there has not been, I don’t believe, a 

great deal of community spirit coming from those who live in Walsh Bay. There is a 

few people involved but it has been very limited.

What about the Department of Housing in the area? Have you noticed a change in the mix 
of residents in the past ten years?

29:26 Not really, the mix seems to be very similar to what it has always been. There 

was probably, when I first came here, more unmarried mothers with children. There 

seems to be less in that category now, there seems to be probably more family units. 

The demographics is always changing rapidly, you’ve got the older residents who have 

lived here most of their life that are still here and they are generally single women on 

their own. In a few cases single men, but mainly single women who have lost their 

husbands. The newer ones that are coming in to the community are not so 

community-orientated as the older ones were, particularly in the old days they had 

the landladies’ dispute, which they won. A lot of the houses in Dawes Point down 

opposite the Harbour Bridge were boarding houses and the people who run those 

boarding houses were always very influential in the community and always did a lot 

for the community. Most of them would still do, but a lot of them have passed on and 

a lot of them have become ill and elderly and there is not the new people coming up 

behind them.

How do you think that is going to be resolved in the future as that generational change 
continues?

30:56 I think it will depend on a lot on whether the children who are now being 

mentored and playing tennis if they stay in the community. There is one boy now, 

Anthony, who has just started university, he is still in the tennis club, he is now taking 

an interest in the children’s tennis and he has got really behind that. He is throwing 

his weight behind it and assisting it and he is helping junior tennis to grow, because I 



think the kids probably look at him as the godfather for the kids’ tennis, because he 

was one of the first and that’s made a big difference to number of kids that want to 

play tennis. Now if kids like that that have gone through the mentor (program) and 

the tennis stay and live in the area they will probably become very good citizens and 

do a lot in the future for Millers Point, but unfortunately I think in time most will 

probably move on to other places.

The other big change that is happening around here at the moment obviously is the 
proposed closure of the wharves, how do you feel about that?

32:05 Well I believe there is only one opportunity in life and the government has 

got all that valuable land and it belongs to the people, not the government, I think it is 

the opportunity that they should create a park. I mean they could have a small 

amount of development along Hickson Road but I think the land is very valuable - 

why can’t the people of New South Wales have the privilege and the pleasure of 

enjoying the Harbour and having a park beside the Harbour to do it? We don’t have 

many parks in Sydney, there have been no new parks been created in the past 

hundred years, I think this is the opportunity to do that. I’d prefer to see a working 

harbour if we don’t get a park. I think we can have a certain amount of facilities for 

boats like cruise ships, ferries, et cetera, but I believe that the land belongs to the 

people and should stay with the people.

Have you become involved in the consultation process?

33:03 Yes I have been involved with Harold Kerr and helped him in the thing, but he 

has put in most of the work. He has been a real tower of strength in fighting this in 

the Harbour Coalition. I have definitely helped him and I am speaking to him pretty 

well daily on the subject but Harold is the one that is doing most of the work.

If we can just go back a little bit to you and your earlier life, could you tell me: are you 
married? Do you have a family?

Yes my wife is outside there somewhere, Colleen, it is my second marriage. I got 

married to Colleen in 1978, so we’ve been together twenty-seven years.

Your first wife?

We divorced.

How did you meet Colleen?

34:03 I went to the dentist and opened my mouth as I was told and she put one of 



those things that suck all the saliva out of your mouth and more or less threatened 

me, told me to take her out or else, put her phone number in my pocket. That is 

where it started and that is where it finished.

Do you have any children?

34:22 Yes, I have a daughter and a son and Colleen has two daughters, one daughter 

works for me full-time as my personal assistant, as I am still working.

So since retirement you haven’t found that it has lessened your workload?

3:42 I enjoy travel very much, I do a bit of travelling, that is why I’ve got the 

daughter working as a personal assistant for the last two years, so it enables me to 

travel and with mobile phones it is easy to make contact. I enjoy work, I enjoy 

community work, I enjoy work, I think I’d die without it. I mean I am seventy-one 

years of age now and I’ve still got the same taste for work as what I did when I was 

twenty-one, so age hasn’t made much difference. I enjoy it and I think I’d get 

absolutely bored watching television or just looking at the sky, I like to be active and 

like to do things.

So when you were twenty-one and you took over your father’s real estate agency how did 
you find that? Did you have any training?

35:33 No I’m street-smart as they say, self-taught. Finished up having a very 

successful business - I finished up with a staff of about thirty people and had a very 

good real estate practice. Retired in 1991 and have worked ever since. I probably 

work more now because I make my own decisions, I don’t have to worry about 

everybody else, and I’ve been developing factories in Homebush and I have just 

finished another stage of a factory complex in Homebush. Been renovating the 

apartment where we are having this interview now. So I am kept very busy.

How do you find the Highgate building - is it a good place to live? Do the people interact 
with each other?

36:30 I was on the committee from day one, I was the Chairman for about five or 

six years, I retired from that about eighteen months ago. I suppose because I like 

interaction more that I would like to see more interaction. The tennis club is 

certainly now helping because there would be about, I suppose twenty-five , thirty, 

people from Highgate belong to the tennis club, from the Observatory and Walsh 

Bay, so the tennis club has become a focal point for interaction amongst people. 



37:12 When I first came to live here I found that most people came to Highgate 

and they felt that they could walk into their apartment, shut the door and they didn’t 

have to interact with anybody and they didn’t want to interact with anybody. I did a 

trip to Turkey and I was in Istanbul and when I went in the lift of a morning they had 

a carpet that said good morning in Turkish in one lift and good morning in English in 

another lift and in the evening it said good evening. I thought: what a wonderful idea, I 

wonder if that would work in Highgate. So I came back and got three carpets made, 

one good morning, one good afternoon and one good evening, the committee 

thought I’d gone mad, I think, thought I had lost my marbles, but they went along with 

me. We put the carpets in, the concierges put the carpets in every morning, 

afternoon and night, and people walking in the lift could not help to say good 

morning or good afternoon or good evening, or what have you to their fellow people 

in the lift. All of a sudden when they walked in the lift they smiled and it became a 

little bit infectious.

Do people that live here tend to be long-term residents or a lot of people just passing 
through?

38:30 Highgate has always been a very high occupancy rate of owners, I suppose 

there would be something like now about sixty-odd per cent of occupancy. It is also 

happening now a lot of people are amalgamating apartments, they’ve got one 

apartment and they buy the one next door and join them together. It is a well sought 

after building and the reason being it is in a good area, Millers Point, and also it has 

got wonderful harbour views.

Your wife Colleen, is she involved with people in the community as well?

Not as much as myself, but I drag her along and make her get involved. She started 

off Tuesday ladies’ tennis at Millers Point, which has also worked out a success. That 

was for the ladies who just wanted to have a hit and giggle but they’ve gone past the 

giggle now and they want to hit a lot harder, so it has done them good too and it has 

been community-active. The women here are fairly active socially, there is a Coffee 

Club, and the Coffee Club meets on a regular basis, twice a week they have coffee 

together. Then they celebrate birthdays once a month and by celebrating a birthday 

any female who has a birthday in the Coffee Club for the month of October they’ll 

all go out to dinner somewhere for that birthday. Wednesday they went to Kiama for 

a birthday day, the month before they went to the Gold Coast, so they get around 



and they also go locally. They are a pretty close-knit group and women who leave the 

building tend to find that they get very lonely when they go to the new building and 

will often come back here for the Coffee Club.

Do your children spend much time in the area?

40:24 Well my daughter spends every day in this office, five days a week, Monday to 

Friday. Colleen’s daughter lives at Ryde and she spends a bit of time here. My other 

daughter lives on the Central Coast. So between the lot of them they spend a bit of 

time here.

Obviously you’ve spent a lot of your life working, what else have you enjoyed doing in your 
leisure time?

40:47 Well travel has been my passion and not many countries in the world I 

haven’t been to. I have always had a passion for Africa and Asia, I’ve been to places like 

Myanmar, which not many people have been to, I have been there several times. I 

went to Cuba back in the 1980s. I like people, so I like to get involved with people 

and when I can go to some of these other countries and get involved and try and 

bring some cheer to people I thoroughly enjoy it. I have a trusty Polaroid camera and 

when I got to real out of the way places I take photos of mums and babies and young 

kids and grandmas, et cetera, et cetera, and I give them the Polaroid photo. I 

sometimes feel like the Pied Piper, with people chasing me all over the place, trying to 

get a picture.

Have you ever played any sports?

I play tennis and I am the president of the Millers Point Tennis Club.

What would you say has been the most important thing that you’ve got out of your time 
living at Millers Point?

42:28 The most important thing I have got out it would be people, the attitudes, the 

knowledge I’ve gained from other people, the comradeship that has been formed. It 

just reminds me that about six weeks ago we went to a lady who is still one of the 

landladies of Millers Point, we went to her place for lunch. She has got cancer and she 

is very sick, yet is was one of the funniest, wonderful lunches that you could possibly 

have in your life. There was about four males and four females there and everybody 

was just in joyous laughter the whole time.

You have obviously in a lot of places around Sydney - have you found that other areas that 
you have lived in have that same sense of community?



43:30 Well I think it is only what people make it, I’ve always found a sense of a 

community because I have always got involved in the community. If you are not 

involved you will never get a sense of community. If you get involved well then that is 

how you get a sense of community. I think it is a bit like the dog chasing it’s tail, if you 

don’t get involved you won’t feel community, if you get involved you will feel 

community.

What do you think the biggest change has been in the world since you were a young man?

44:04 That is a big question. I suppose the changes have been travel, it is easier to 

get from one place to another because of the modern aircraft. Most countries of the 

world now are now known by most people, they are not just names or lines on 

maps, most people know about all the other countries of the world, so our 

knowledge has been expanded. People are travelling a lot more from both sides of 

the spectrum, they are coming to us and we are going to them. Sydney has become 

multicultural, where in my early days it was the White Australia Policy only, we have 

become very multicultural. I got involved in multiculturalism very, very early in the 

piece, back in the 1950s and 1960s where I was a member of the Indochina Refugee 

Association. Being in real estate my task was to provide accommodation for those 

refugees coming to the country from Vietnam and places like that, and I found that 

extremely rewarding. Some of those people that we helped in those days have 

become very good citizens of Australia and are very successful business people. I 

think it is like everything: I have always believed whatever you get of life you must put 

back and you’ll reap the benefits.

What would you say is the most important that has happened for you in your life?

46:07 To be a part of this world, to see the changes that have taken place, to see 

Australia grow up from a White Australia Policy to a multicultural society. To see, I 

suppose, in detriment that youth today all expect much more than what they should 

expect. They expect to get married and have a brand new three or four bedroom 

house, two storey, in-ground pool, double garage with two cars in it. Their 

expectations are too high, so therefore the money that they are borrowing is too 

great, so too much of their income is taken up in paying off the home. I think they 

have got to learn to start smaller and get bigger as they go on and then they can feel 

a lot more achievement in their life because they’ll keep going up the ladder, one rung 



at a time. The trouble is today they try to get to the top of the ladder in one fell 

swoop and then struggle to pay for it.

You talk a lot about young people and opportunities for young people - how do you think 
the future for the young people in this area is looking?

47:26 Well the young people in this area have had it pretty tough because of the 

situation that they are in family, a lot of them haven’t got a complete family group. I 

think it is always easier if you have got a mother and father who are very stable, that 

helps to bring stability to the family and to the children, so a lot of these kids haven’t 

had much of a crack at it but the Mentor Program and the tennis has helped them 

immensely. Particularly now with the Mentor Program, with what some of these girls 

and boys are getting out of that - I think it could be the turning-point because we are 

also getting them jobs in McDonald’s and some of them work down in Lend Lease 

and what have you and now they are starting to get out in the world. They had the 

RockFest at the beginning of this year where they made a film, they were the ones 

that made the movie, and they got involved. They have got a lot more self-assurance, 

they are not becoming people of the world not just somebody that lives in Millers 

Point.

I think we have pretty much covered most of the things that I wanted to ask about, is there 
anything that you think we haven’t talked about that you would like to mention?

48:42 I think the one thing that has still got to yet help Millers Point is there has got 

to be more involvement by more people, that is always more desirable. I think in time 

it will probably happen and I am hoping that the youth will help that to happen and 

assist it. The young people now who are getting into their later teens are definitely 

better off than what they were five years ago, they, I think, appreciate what has 

happened to them and I think they are going to grab it with both hands and I think it 

will help it go forward a lot further. Westpac, Lend Lease and all of us will continue 

on with this Mentor Program, I think it will get bigger and bigger. Like, for example, 

the other day we decided to send three of the kids away to a camp for a fortnight to 

just give them that final bit of development. I am on the fundraising committee to 

raise funds to try and get it going, if we can get enough funds together, which I am 

sure we will be able to we will be able to give a lot more kids a lot more opportunity. 

I hope in the long term every kid in Millers Point has got a mentor.

Fantastic. Exciting people involved in exciting things in the community, I think it is looking 



good.

50:43 END OF TAPE MP-FC3 AND END OF INTERVIEW WITH RAY NEWEY.


