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0.00 FB: Interview with Uncle Vic Simon on the 25th of November 2013 at 
Matraville RSL.  So, Uncle Vic, can you tell me your name and 
when and where you were born and who your mob is, please? 

 VS: Yes.  My name is Victor William Simon.  I'm from Forster.  I was born in 
Taree. 

 FB: And can you tell me when and why you joined the armed forces? 



Oral History/Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Service Men and 
Women/Simon/Transcript 

2 

 VS: Well, it was a sort of strange thing when I joined the army.  It was sort 
of like walking into Sydney, walking down I think it was York Street, and 
there was a sign up in a window saying “Join now.  Enlist in the army”.  
And my father and my uncle, they were in the forces so I think that sort 
of more or less like persuaded me to go in and enlist, which I did. 

 FB: So it was pretty easy to get you to sign up – you saw the sign? 

 VS: Yes, yes, didn’t twist my arm or anything.  Just in and that was it. 

 FB: Signed up? 

 VS: Yes. 

 FB: And what year was that in? 

 VS: That was in 1965. 

 FB: And then you were deployed to Vietnam not long after that? 

 VS: Yes, that’s right, yes.  First off I went over as a reinforcement for 1 
Battalion.  That was in early 1966 and 1 Battalion was the first battalion 
over there and then when 1 Battalion came home I wasn’t over there 
long enough to come home with them.  I had to be over there at least 
three months so when 1 Battalion come home and 6 Battalion come 
over and relieved them I had to go to 6 Battalion to do the rest of my 
time and so I filled out just about the rest of my time with 6 Battalion 
before I came home medically unfit. 

2.21 FB: So you were in Vietnam for about ten months, is that right? 

 VS: Yes, up around about ten months I was in Vietnam. 

 FB: And you were involved in the Battle of Long Tan? 

 VS: Yes, unfortunately, but everything sort of went our way which we were 
grateful for. 

 FB: Yes.  But can you tell me a little bit about what happened at Long 
Tan? 

 VS: Well, first off was in the camp the night before and we got mortared.  
So the next day or next morning there’s a turn of A Company were out 
patrolling, and we thought they found the place we got mortared from 
so my company, D Company 6 Battalion, we went out to see if we 
could find anything and sure enough we found them.  First off we had a 
contact and then we moved up in sort of like an open box and 
unfortunately 11 Platoon they sort of walked into the ambush.  They 
copped it pretty bad and then we sort of went in to help them out and 
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that’s when it’s all started: just there for three hours’ solid fighting in the 
rain and pouring down rain.  And the artillery was very good even 
though they landed pretty close to us but they sort of saved our lives so 
they were very grateful for the artillery, yes. 

4.06 FB: So they really sort of saved you from getting killed? 

 VS: Oh, yes, definitely, yes.  As I say, they were landing very close and if 
they didn’t we wouldn’t be here. 

 FB: Yes.  And how scared were you?   

 VS: Well, sort of didn’t seem to worry about how scared you were when you 
were sort of like involved.  I was dirty on two little incidences.  One 
Charlie was crawling along the ground and I had a couple of shots at 
him but I seemed to have missed him all the time and this bloke on the 
rubber factory – he was on the balcony there with a bugle and he was 
giving out sort of like what to do for the Viet Cong and I had a shot at 
him and then I found out later why I missed him.  My sight on my rifle 
had come undone and it was just on its last link before it fell out and 
when I picked it up, took my hand off the rifle, the next minute the 
sight’s stuck in my finger so it explained why I missed him, that’s the 
reason.  I was pretty dirty because I missed him. 

 FB: And so there was an incident there, was it, when your commander 
was killed by a mine? 

 VS: No, that was the platoon commander. 

 FB: Platoon commander.  

 VS: Yes, we were out on patrol – actually he was a section commander – a 
section commander, he carries this Claymore mine and this Claymore 
mine it’s got that many pellets, hundreds, hundreds of pellets in this 
Claymore mine and you have to have a detonator in to set it off and all 
this.  So we were going along and the next minute the Viet Cong let off 
a roadside mine which, our section commander didn’t take the 
detonator out of the Claymore and apparently set off their mine it 
detonated the mine that Col Lithgow was carrying and it just wiped out 
Col and it nearly wiped out the section. 

6.32  Lucky enough he was the only one that copped it.  The rest of us – I 
don’t know, I swear I done my eardrums in.  So, yes, it’s unfortunate for 
Col.  And he was a real army man.  Like when you look at Col his shirts 
always seemed to be like ironed and his pants has always got creases 
in them and just like he was an army man. 
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 FB: Very sad.  So was there anybody else in your platoon injured from 
that? 

 VS: No, not from that day, no. 

 FB: No, just him. 

 VS: As I say, it was just bad luck, it was just Col.  Well, good luck and bad 
luck. 

 FB: And so your eardrums have been perforated? 

 VS: Yes. 

 FB: And you believe that’s from the ….. going off? 

 VS: Yes.  I don’t know if that’s from that incident.  It took me a while before I 
went down to the first aid.  It just kept leaking and, as I said, it took me 
a long while and then I finally gave away with it from it leaking all the 
time so I went down and saw them and they told me what was wrong 
and they put me in a hospital there and spent a couple of days in there 
and then they sent me home after that. 

8.04 FB: So were there any other Aboriginal people in your battalion? 

 VS: In my there was one, Buddy Lee, but more or less like 6 Battalion 
they're a Queensland battalion. 

 FB: O.K. 

 VS: And more or less like I wasn’t really involved with them too much, only 
what I spent the time with over there because I didn’t come home with 
them.  When I came home went straight back down to New South 
Wales and finished the rest of my time in New South Wales.  So the 
only time that I was involved with them was the period that I spent with 
them in Vietnam.  But as I said, Buddy Lee which is a good bloke, he 
was another section commander and he’s a really good bloke.  And 
they have a reunion every year on the 18th of August up at 
Queensland for the anniversary of Long Tan.  I go up every now and 
then and see some of the lads and actually a couple of the lads come 
down here early this year or midway through the year.  Four of them 
come down for a trip and got in touch with me.  They came out here to 
the RSL and we had a bit of a day here and got to see them. 

 FB: That would have been good. 

 VS: Yes, it was good. 
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 FB: So were there any other Aboriginal soldiers in Vietnam that you 
knew of when you were over there that you met? 

 VS: Yes.  Well, as I say, Buddy was about the only one that I was sort of 
involved with.  No, I just can't place any other. 

 FB: And did you experience any racism whilst you were serving? 

10.00 VS: No, no, none whatsoever, no, none whatsoever.  They was all just 
good buddies and when we all went from 1 Battalion down to 6 
Battalion - that wasn’t the only reinforcement that was over there, 
there’s a few others – there was four of us, they put us in the same tent 
and we sort of like ruled the platoon.  We were sort of like runners, was 
giving sly grog out and running card games, they done all that sort of 
thing.  But they knew all about it because when sort of like up at our 
wet canteen, they just opened that, and it was one of the other blokes 
in the tent turned to take their grog down to the tent when he went 
behind our – what do they call it? – where we have our lunches and 
that and went behind that, the next minute he disappeared and our 
platoon sergeant sang out, “For goodness sake, don't lose the beer”.  
And what it was, they dug a bigger trough out the back of the kitchen 
where all the stuff from the kitchen and that goes in it.  Well, it’d had 
been raining and just filled it up and you wouldn’t know that it was there 
and he just took off and bang, straight, disappeared.  As I said, our 
platoon sergeant said “For goodness sake, don't lose the beer” 
because he liked his drink too, old Paddy.  And so like they knew what 
we were doing and they just let us go and keep the boys happy.  

12.03 FB: You would have needed a beer after fighting all day. 

 VS: Yes. 

 FB: Would have helped you relax.  So you told me a little bit about the 
protests from the public community when you came back because 
there was a lot of anger around the world about the Vietnam War. 

 VS: Yes, yes, yes, yes. 

 FB: So can you tell me a little bit about that? 

 VS: When we come back it was sort of like the public was having a bit of a 
dig at us and we shouldn’t have been there and whatnot and all this 
and “Our lads are getting killed for nothing” and all this and it just 
wasn’t right.  And then a few years later they finally recognised the 
Battle of Vietnam and we did a march through Sydney and that was 
unbelievable, the people that showed up and they were running around, 
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giving you a hug and all this and it just was an unbelievable day I was 
glad to see. 

 FB: So eventually there was a lot of support? 

 VS: Yes, on the march there was. 

 FB: The march? 

 VS: There was a lot of support on the march. 

 FB: And do you march every year on ANZAC Day? 

 VS: Well, with the club, yes.  We all have our ANZAC Day on the Sunday 
before ANZAC Day and all of us do a short march from up at – I'm just 
trying to think how long it would be - could be just short of a mile march 
and so we hold that on the Sunday before ANZAC Day.  And every 
time I go into town and march all the ……. …… I just go to my 
marching in town and we sort of have a little remembrance here on 
ANZAC Day. 

14.10 FB: And what does ANZAC Day mean to you? 

 VS: Well, it’s good to more or less like meet old friends again that you’ve 
been involved with and it’s hard to imagine like all the other wars and 
it’s just getting together and sort of like that’s the good part about 
marching in town, you get involved with all the other wars but, yes, it’s 
good just to get together again and just have a bit of a yarn and a drink. 

 FB: Catch up with old friends. 

 VS: Yes, yes. 

 FB: And so now you're on the board of the Matraville RSL. 

 VS: Yes. 

 FB: So can you tell me a little bit about your role here at the RSL and 
what you do here? 

 VS: Yes.  Well, I'm on both boards here at the RSL: I'm on the Matraville 
RSL Sub-Branch Board and the Matraville RSL Club Limited.  And with 
the Sub-Branch they're the owners of the building and we are sort of 
like help out the community with all schools around the area where you 
help out, where you go to their schools on ANZAC Day and at the end 
of the year we give them a Christmas bonus to help them out a bit; it’s 
not much but it’s a couple of hundred dollars and all that.  So we’re 
trying to help all the community out and we’ve got a Carols by 
Candlelight coming up soon on the 14th of December which they’ll hold 
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up the road here and we donate to that so we all try and help the 
community as good as we can. 

16.10 FB: And just going back, sorry, to Long Tan you told me previously 
that it took forty six years to get your medal. 

 VS: Yes, Citation for Gallantry, yes, we only got it a couple of years ago 
and like the government have been on and off it so many years and, as 
I said, it took forty six years till we finally got it and we all met up in 
Queensland and had a parade up there and Governor Quentin Bryce 
she issued our citations out and she nearly had me crying too.  She 
come up to me to give me my citation; she had tears in her eyes and 
oh, I couldn’t just look at her, it’s just “Oh, yeah”.  But it was good to 
receive it, yes. 

 FB: So it was good to finally be recognised for the work? 

 VS: That’s right, yes. 

 FB: Even though it took a long time to get it. 

 VS: Yes, it took a long time. 

 FB: And recently, I think 2012, there was a memorial to honour 
Aboriginal Service Men and Women in Forster where you come 
from. 

 VS: Yes.  I just couldn’t make that up there.  I got invited but it was on the 
day after Remembrance Day and we had our own Remembrance Day 
turnout down here and I just couldn’t make it to the following day and I 
had to ring up.  My cousin’s sort of organised it and I rang her up and 
told her that I couldn’t make it and at that stage my mother and two 
sisters were up there on their yearly holidays and they filled in for me.  
But when they came back they brought back the local paper and they 
had a photo of the monument in the local paper and sort of like a little 
thing, my name with it and more or less the only surviving name on the 
list like at that stage. 

18.26 FB: So have you had a chance to go up there and see it? 

 VS: Not yet but I soon will.  Actually, my wife wanted to go up.  My mother 
and sisters, they'd just come back on the last Saturday and when they 
left a couple of weeks ago my wife wanted to go up for a couple of 
weeks with them but it didn’t turn out that way, I was a bit involved here. 
but I eventually will get up there maybe early next year.  I haven't got 
too much at the moment going on. 
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 FB: And so you know that they're building a memorial or a public 
artwork in Hyde Park in Sydney to honour Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Service Men and Women.  So why do you think 
that’s important that we pay our respects and honour Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Service Men and Women and the work 
that they’ve done? 

 VS: Oh, yes, I'll definitely go along with it.  More or less they don't get 
noticed any other times and it’s a great thing to be mentioned in, as you 
could say, mentioned in the despatch and it’s a good thing. 

 FB: And your father and your uncle also served in the war. 

 VS: Yes.  My uncle unfortunately was a prisoner of war in Changi, he spent 
all the time over there in Changi, and my father, he was a Rat of 
Tobruk.  I think that’s the reason why I signed up to go into the army in 
the first place. 

20.10 FB: So they inspired you? 

 VS: Yes, they sort of did. 

 FB: Did they talk much about their experiences in Changi? 

 VS: No, not at all.  I don’t know, more or less like I'm sort of like the same 
too.  I just don't talk about it. 

 FB: Don't talk about it. 

 VS: Only when I have to, like interviews like now.  And I did an interview on 
SBS [television] there just before ANZAC Day this year which was 
good.  Karla Grant, she did the interviewing and it turned out all right. 

 FB: But it’s not really an experience that you want to relive all the time, 
is it? 

 VS: No, no. 

 FB: No.  I can't imagine that would have been a very nice experience. 

 VS: There was one experience that I had over there - it was on my twenty-
first birthday.  But my birthday’s in May and at that stage I got nothing 
and then more or less like near six months later I get a package from 
my parents for my twenty-first birthday.  I found out later that they sent 
it over but they'd sent it back and then my father went into Victoria 
Barracks and saw them and I finally ended up getting it.  It was a bottle 
of pink champagne and a birthday cake.  Well, the birthday cake wasn’t 
any good so I ended up turfing that.  And I had to do night guard duty 
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that night and I said to my offsider, I said “Look, when we go on guard 
duty I've got a bottle of pink champagne here”.  I said “I'll freeze it up till 
we go on guard duty”. 

22.02  So me and him go on guard duty and I get there and I pop the cork.  
Next minute this voice come out of the dark, “What have you got there?”  
It’s Paddy, my platoon sergeant, and he loves his grog and he came 
over.  I said “I've just got a bottle of pink champagne for my twenty-first 
birthday, Paddy” and he said “Oh”.  I said “Do you want a drink?” and 
he said “Yeah, love one”, had a good chug and then gave my offsider a 
chug.  When it got to me there was nothing left.  Like, I don’t know if 
they still do it nowadays but back in those years the bottom of the bottle 
they had a false bottom in it that used to go up like that and you think 
you’ve still got plenty but it’s not, it’s just a false bottom on the bottle 
and when I got [it] there was nothing left. 

 FB: So you didn’t get to have your birthday present after all that. 

 VS: Yes.  

 FB: You should have had a swig first. 

 VS: I should have, yes, all the hassles I went through. 

 FB: And so your dad and your uncle and also yourself were included 
in the book Sunrise Station by the late Aunty Patricia Davis-Hurst.  

 VS: Yes. 

 FB: Can you tell me a little bit about that? 

 VS: Yes.  Well, my mother, she was living up actually in Tuncurry at that 
stage when the author was doing the book and she more or less like 
gave all the details to the author because my father, he died a few 
years ago, and so my mother gave her all the details and a letter that I 
wrote home after Long Tan.  Actually, they're still in the museum up 
there at Tuncurry, my letters, so I was told. 

24.04 FB: Is it? 

 VS: And so my mother, she did all the work with the author. 

 FB: Because I think that was one of the first books that actually 
acknowledged or wrote about Aboriginal Service Men and Women. 

 VS: Yes, only that was born around the Taree and Forster area, yes.  It’s 
quite a good book too. 

 FB: No, it’s a great book; it has a lot of great information in it. 
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 VS: Yes.  I got either a phone call or a letter from them saying that she’s 
wrote a second book but I never got around to getting the second book.  
She died so I haven't had the opportunity to see the second book yet. 

 FB: All right.  I think that’s all.  Was there anything else that you 
wanted to add or say? 

 VS: No, no, I can't think of anything else. 

 FB: All right.  Thanks, Uncle Vic, thanks so much for your time. 

 VS: I thank you. 

Interview ends 

 


