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LOCATION PLAN – PROPOSED VARIABLE MESSAGE DISPLAY UNIT 
FREW PARK – 46-48 PENOLA ROAD, MOUNT GAMBIER 

 

 
 

BACKGROUND 
The Development Act 1993 identifies when advertising displays/signs are development or not.  
Advertising displays/signs that announce a local event of a religious, educational, cultural, 
social or recreational character do not require Development Approval provided the advertising 
display/signs meet the following criteria: 
• The total advertisement area on 1 site/property does not exceed 2 square metres; and 
• The advertisement does not move, flash, reflect light and is not internally illuminated; 
Variable Message Display Units usually display writing only, which can move or flash, are 
internally illuminated and generally have an advertising area of greater than 2 square metres.  
When considering these requirements, Variable Message Display Units are development and 
require Development Approval to be obtained prior to the commencement of the display of an 
advertisement. 
 
The VMDU’s will be placed on the site for a few days prior to a particular event and will be 
removed the day after that particular event concludes. 
 
It is difficult, time consuming and impractical to require a Development Application each time 
someone wishes to use a VMDU to announce a local community event.  Especially when 
considering the information needed to be lodged with a Development Application, and the time 
frame within which it takes to assess an application and the issuing of an approval.  Therefore, 
this application seeks to obtain Development Approval for VMDUs to be displayed at this site 
to allow people to advertise community events.   
 
PROPOSED CRITERIA UNDER WHICH THE VARIABLE MESSAGE DISPLAY UNIT IS TO 
BE UTILISED 
 
A community event is defined as an event of a religious, educational, cultural, social or 
recreational character. Some examples of a community event include: 
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• Blue Lake Fun Run 
• New Years Eve Celebrations at Vansittart Park 
• Fringe Festival 
• Carols by Candlelight 
• Sutton Reserve Community Day 
 
Some examples of events that are not considered as community events: 
• Events associated for the sole benefit of a private business 
• Membership drives for individual sporting/community clubs. 

 
It is not envisaged that the placement of a VMDU to advertise a community event will prevent 
or detract from the achievement of the objectives of the Community Land Management Plans 
and/or Council Policy A170. 
 
In the locality identified the proposed VMDU’s will: 
• Not be a hazard to the general public; 
• The impact on the character and amenity of the localities is minimal; 
• The sign will be displayed at the pleasure of Council; 
• Be able to be managed to the required standards of Council. 
The location identified for the siting of a VMDU has been chosen based on the following: 
• There is minimal potential for any interruption to the safe and efficient movement of 

vehicles on the adjoining road network; 
• There is likely to be minimal, if any, damage to any trees/shrub or other landscaping 

elements; 
• There is likely to be minimal, if any, impact on more sensitive land uses such as the 

surrounding residential development; 
• The site provides reasonable exposure to enable the advertisement to reach the broader 

community; and 
• The location stops the VMDU from being located within any car parking space on a road. 
 
PROPOSED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR USE OF THE VDMU 
 
The following conditions are considered appropriate for any approval to allow the placement 
of a VMDU at this location: 
 
1. The advertising display of the Variable Message Display Unit does not exceed 4.6 square 

metres. 
 
2. No landscaping shall be damaged during the placement and removal of the Variable 

Messaged Display Unit. 
 
3. The Variable Message Display Unit shall be located on the subject site no longer than 

seven (7) days before an event. 
 
4. The Variable Message Display Unit must be removed within one (1) day after the event 

to which it is associated. 
 
5. Any damage to Council’s infrastructure, such as the kerb and/or footpaths, during the 

placement and removal of the Variable Message Display Unit shall be made good to the 
satisfaction of Council. 
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EXAMPLE ELEVATION OF VUMD 
 
 

 
 
Council owned VUMD has a trailer size of 2650mm x 1720mm. The area of the display board 
is 4.6m2. Other locally available VUMDs 3300mm x 1800mm. The areas of these display 
boards is 3.6m2. 
 

CONCLUSION 
The VDMU’s are of a temporary nature, are located on the site for a short period of time and 
are directly related to a community event.  On this basis, and based on the information provide 
din this application, it is considered appropriate to allow the display of VMDUs on this site.  
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