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What is the new Waste Service Charge (WSC)?
The cost associated with waste management including bin collection, waste treatment and 
disposal was not previously identifi ed on individual City of Mount Gambier rate notices as it was 
included within Council’s ‘General Rate Revenue’.

To highlight the cost of waste management, Council has adjusted its rating structure to remove 
the waste component from the General Rates and introduce it as a new separate fi xed Waste 
Service Charge (WSC). 

The WSC will be administered in accordance with the Local Government Act 1999 and is not an 
additional cost to most ratepayers. Council has not raised overall rates and charges associated 
with the WSC.

Rate notice example (based on 2021/2022 average residential property rates)

Why has Council implemented the WSC?
The introduction of a WSC is an environmental decision to make waste 
management costs visible and clear to ratepayers by highlighting the 
waste fee for each property on the rates notice.

Waste management is one of the largest costs to the community and 
Council wishes to encourage ratepayers to consider their personal 
environmental impact and the costs associated with waste 
management. 

The WSC also brings the City of Mount Gambier 
in line with neighbouring council areas which already 
specify waste charges on rates notices.

EXAXAX MPLE
WSC has no
additional impact
on the total

(minus $200)

Waste Service Charge $200

*X indicates variable figure depending on individual property

*$XXX.00

$518.30
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How much is the WSC and how is it calculated?
The WSC is $200.00 per year and is calculated based on the 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 actual 
and budgeted waste collection, treatment and disposal costs per rateable assessment.

Who will need to pay the WSC?
The WSC is charged on the basis of the service being available to a property. It excludes vacant 
land and primary production where there is no dwelling on the land. 

Will my rates go up as a result of the WSC?
No. The WSC is fi nanced by reducing the General Rates - Fixed Charge by $200.00. Therefore, 
the introduction of the WSC is cost neutral and there is no bottom-line impact on most ratepayer 
assessments.

However, in the 2021/2022 Annual Business Plan and Budget Council has determined that there 
will be an increase in the overall general rate revenue equivalent to 4.5% in accordance with the 
Long Term Financial Plan.

How will Council encourage responsible personal waste management with the introduction 
of the WSC?
The separate WSC will establish the framework to allow for flexibility to provide future incentives 
for ratepayers who demonstrate good waste management.

Council will continue to work with the community to provide waste education and awareness 
programs to encourage waste reduction and recycling to divert rubbish from landfi ll.

Where will the funds for the WSC go?
The WSC will be used to cover all waste associated costs.

In any year that the total WSC results in a surplus, funds will be accounted for in a specifi c ‘waste’ 
reserve as per the Local Government Act 1999, to be used on waste related services.

When will Council implement the WSC?
The WSC will be highlighted on rates notices as ‘Waste Service Charge’ from 1 July 
2021.
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