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GUIDELINES  

2019 Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards 
The Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards celebrate the contributions made by Carbon Neutral Adelaide 

Partners and individuals to our shared aspiration for the City of Adelaide to become a carbon neutral 

city. They showcase our City’s capacity to benefit from reducing emissions through technological 

change, entrepreneurial endeavour, sustainable business practices and high performing work 

environments.   

Why Nominate?  

Entering the Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards is a chance to reflect upon your accomplishments, identify 
future opportunities and celebrate the leadership and momentum being created in South Australia.  

The Awards offer a unique opportunity for Carbon Neutral Adelaide Partners to showcase achievement, 

gain recognition, inspire others and grow their circle of influence. 

If you or your organisation, or an outstanding individual or organisation you 

know, deserve recognition for their leadership and efforts - nominate today!  

Nominate for the awards using our online entry form - 2019 Carbon Neutral 

Adelaide Awards Nomination Form. 

Prizes  

Category finalists will receive a framed commemorative certificate and the 2019 Carbon Neutral 

Adelaide Award Finalist digital logo file to use on their materials.  

Category winners will receive a bespoke trophy, a framed commemorative certificate and a 2019 Carbon 

Neutral Adelaide Awards Winner’s digital logo file to use for marketing and promotional purposes.  

Eligibility   

To be eligible to enter the 2019 Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards you must meet the following criteria: 

• All nominations must demonstrate how outcomes, including emissions reductions, will contribute to 

the City of Adelaide community becoming a carbon neutral city. 

Tip: You don’t have to be located in the city to contribute to emissions reductions! Consider how your 

organisation contributes to the City’s emissions reduction. 

• Organisations must be a Carbon Neutral Adelaide Partner. 

Key Dates 
Nominations Open: Tuesday 13 August 2019 

Nominations Close: 5pm, Monday 23 September 2019 

Awards Ceremony: Wednesday 13 November 2019 

Not a partner?  

Sign up before nominations 

close to be considered for an 

award. 

https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/award-entry
https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/award-entry
https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/partner/business
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o If you’re not already a Carbon Neutral Adelaide Partner, you can sign up 

before the nominations close by completing the ‘Carbon Neutral Adelaide 

Partner Form’. Please complete sections A to F to ensure eligibility. 

o Note: the Carbon Neutral Adelaide Partner Program is “open to any entity that is committed 

to taking significant actions to reduce their own, their clients’ or the community’s carbon 

emissions. If an organisation is located within, services, visits or interacts with the City of 

Adelaide1 community, it is eligible to become a Partner.” (Please contact us for more 

information). 

o South Australian Government agencies and City of Adelaide nominations are only eligible 

when they are a supporting partner of a non-government nominee. 

• Individual nominees for the ‘Low Carbon Lifestyle’ award must have signed up as Individual/Family 

supporters of Carbon Neutral Adelaide. Nominees must demonstrate a strong link to the City of 

Adelaide1 and their carbon emissions as a resident, worker, visitor or student. 

• Individual nominees must not be an employee of the City of Adelaide Sustainability Team or the 

Department for Environment and Water Climate Change Team. Government employees outside of 

these teams may apply, however may only nominate their individual lifestyle achievements. 

Award Categories  

The Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards has five (5) categories which champion organisations and 

individuals who are actively contributing to the transition to carbon neutrality within the City of 

Adelaide. 

Partner of the Year Award  

An award for the most significant carbon emissions reduction achievement by an organisation.  

Open to organisations that can demonstrate they have directly, or through their supply chain (i.e. via 

products and services provided by them or utilised by them) produced a significant cumulative reduction 

in carbon emissions (tonnes of CO2/year), carbon intensity (tonnes of CO2/m2 or other) or the proportion 

of carbon emissions attributable to them, over part or all of the period from 2007 to the present. 

Low Carbon Economy Award  

An award for the most outstanding example of an organisation who has embraced the transition to a 

low carbon economy, and is successfully reducing emissions whilst growing their business.  

Open to organisations that can demonstrate that they have pivoted their business or service model, or 

fundamentally changed or created a new product, service, procedure or operational practice that has 

resulted in reduced carbon emissions and a growing profit for themselves and/or their clients.  

The new ‘model’ may be causing change to ‘business as usual’ models and fostering market 

transformation in their industry whilst bringing forward deep cuts in carbon emissions.  

 

 

                                                             
1 The City of Adelaide is defined as the local government area of the City of Adelaide which includes the Adelaide 
Park Lands, Adelaide (5000) and North Adelaide (5006). 

https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/partner/business
https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/partner/business
https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/partner/individuals
https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/partner/individuals
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Applied Innovation Award 

An award to recognise the most outstanding example of early application of innovative 

products, services or solutions that are helping to reduce carbon emissions.   

The innovation(s) may be a product, service or practice with varying levels of cost and technology, and 

could also include simple innovative changes to operational practice.  The innovation could relate to the 

development, installation or application of a product, service or solution that reduce carbon emission or 

emission intensities. The innovation(s) may be an Australian or world first, or demonstrate a very early 

application of the innovation within the City of Adelaide.   

Leadership and Influence Award  

An award to acknowledge an outstanding example of leadership amongst the Carbon Neutral Adelaide 

Partners, where advocacy and effective demonstration of carbon emissions reduction has influenced 

others and contributed towards improving practices in their sector.  

Open to high performing Partner organisations, or individuals within them, whose leadership and 

influence has inspired others to commence or accelerate their carbon neutral or low carbon journey.  

Low Carbon Lifestyle Award 

An award for households or individuals who demonstrate the ‘new normal’ low carbon lifestyle. This 

may be through being an exemplar of sustainable low carbon living, or by playing a part in making the 

City of Adelaide carbon neutral.  

Open to South Australian households and individuals who demonstrate a strong linkage to the City of 

Adelaide as a resident, worker, visitor or student and whose actions are contributing to the reduction of 

the City of Adelaide’s carbon emissions.   

Judging  

The judging criteria that has been established gives the judges a point of reference to assess the unique 
characteristics, qualities and achievements of each award nomination.  

Points will be awarded for the completion of each section of the application form under the ‘Assessment 

Questions’ section. Weighting of sections towards each award category will differ.  Please complete all 

sections of the application form to ensure maximum points can be awarded by the judging panel.  

Award nominations will be judged by a panel of industry professionals drawn from key bodies in South 

Australia.  

The judges may, at their discretion, nominate an applicant for a different awards category.  

Criteria: Organisation-level Categories 

The criteria for the organisation-level categories (Partner of the Year, Leadership and Influence Award, 
Low Carbon Economy Award and Applied Innovation Award) are as follows: 

1. Emissions reduction achievements 
2. Economic impact and benefits 
3. Innovation 
4. Leadership and influence 
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The Judging Panel may also consider the following when reviewing nominations:  

 Distinctiveness of nomination 

 Carbon neutral status – certified, self-accredited or progressing towards carbon neutrality 

 Partnership and collaboration efforts 

1. Emissions Reduction Achievements  

The emissions reduction must be already achieved (not forecast to be the future). Scope 1, 2 and 3 

emissions are eligible to be counted towards the awards. 

If offsets are included in emissions reduction figures, the percentage of offset emissions should be 

included as well as the source of the offsets.  The use of National Carbon Offset Standard certified 

carbon offsets is preferred. 

Judging will consider how the emissions reduction was achieved through changes and development 

of systems, practices, infrastructure or other. A connection to the impact of this reduction on the 

City of Adelaide’s emissions is also required. 

The judges will preference independently audited, accredited or verified carbon emissions reduction 

calculations and reference to third-party certified industry benchmarks and ratings for associated 

energy, water, waste and resource efficiencies achieved (e.g. National Carbon Offset Standard, 

NABERS). Self-declared calculations and indicative ratings will be accepted.  

2. Economic Impact and Benefits 

Judging will consider applicants’ business model, and the changes made to the products, services or 

operations of the organisation which have resulted in the emissions reductions. Applicants should 

indicate how their corporate values have influenced change and provide measurement or estimates 

of the financial benefits to the organisation, or its clients, and/or its supply-chain.   

3. Innovation 

Judging will consider the function of the innovation(s) applied, the ‘problem’ or barrier’ that has 

been overcome, whether the solution is scalable or replicable and how others might follow. 

Applicants should demonstrate if it is an early application of the innovation within the City of 

Adelaide, Australia or the world. 

Consideration will be given to innovations which if scaled or replicated could result in significant 

carbon emissions reduction, improved emissions intensity or enable occupation and financial benefit 

to underutilised commercial buildings.  

4. Leadership and influence 

Applicants in this category may be recognised by peers for having taken risks and successfully led the 

introduction of carbon neutral or low carbon products, services, practices, language or behaviours.  

They may be leaders and constructive agitators who have been able to sell their idea, and recognised 

as effective change makers.  

 Judging will consider how applicants exemplify industry best practice, leading and demonstrating by 

example, sharing their journey, advocating action to others, or providing catalysing advice that 

others follow.  
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Applicants may have created a ‘new normal’ through effective provision of a new 

product or service to the market, fostering behaviour change or adoption of a new 

product or service.  

Criteria: Individual-level Category 

The criteria for the Individual-level category (Low Carbon Lifestyle Award) is as follows: 

1. Actions and examples 

Applicants must list and provide evidence of the choices, behaviours, products and services and, if 

relevant, offsets they have adopted to reduce their domestic / personal carbon emissions.   

Documentation should be provided by applicants to support any claims made in an application. This 

may include photos, in house or third party calculations etc. 

2. Emissions reduction contributions 

Applicants must calculate/estimate the energy, carbon and financial savings achieved compared to a 

baseline year of their choosing.   

For households outside the City of Adelaide, applicants should provide a specific example of how 

their energy, waste, water, transport and product choices are reducing carbon emissions in the City 

of Adelaide.  

3. Leadership and collaboration 

Applicants should demonstrate how their actions have shown leadership in their community. If 

applicants have worked with other individuals, households or organisations in undertaking actions, 

this should be explained. 

4. Distinctiveness of application 

Applicants should include any information that demonstrates a unique approach to emissions 

reduction. 

Nomination Details  

Entry to the awards is via an online entry form - 2019 Carbon Neutral Adelaide Awards Nomination 

Form. Please fill out all sections of the Nomination Form as each section will be considered by the 

judging panel, regardless of the category being entered.  

Information included in the application will be used to develop promotional materials that will be shared 

publicly, including online and on social media.  

Contact 

For more information on the awards, please contact either Tania Panfilo on phone 8463 4434 or Rebecca 

Short on phone 8203 7616 or email info@carbonneutraladelaide.com.au.   

https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/award-entry
https://www.carbonneutraladelaide.com.au/award-entry
mailto:info@carbonneutraladelaide.com.au

