
What is carbon neutral?
We will be carbon neutral when net greenhouse gas emissions 
within the Adelaide City Council area (including the Park Lands, 
CBD and North Adelaide) are equal to zero. This will be achieved 
by reducing emissions as a priority and offsetting remaining 
emissions (eg by supporting a tree planting scheme that will 
absorb carbon dioxide).

Partnership and community action
Partnerships with the community, including organisations and individuals 
are critical to achieving our carbon neutral goal. Through partnerships we 
will work together to reduce the city’s emissions and create a green, smart, 
liveable and creative city – a climate-resilient city. 

The State Government and Adelaide City Council, through our 
partnership approach, will rapidly reduce emissions through: 

• energy efficient buildings, infrastructure and streetscapes

• zero emissions transport

• towards 100% renewable energy

• reducing emissions from waste and water. 

We will prioritise actions and measures that reduce emission and  
use carbon offsets for remaining emissions that can not be avoided.

City of Adelaide Emissions Profile
In 2015, total emissions of the city were 951,923 tonnes. Commercial 
and residential energy use, and electricity transmission together 
accounted for 60% of City emissions. Transport and waste disposed  
to landfill accounted for 35% and 5% of emissions respectively.

How will  we get to a  climate resilient city
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Our achievements so far

Uniting Communities is leading the way by becoming the first 
South Australian organisation and first Australian charity to 
become certified as carbon neutral - saving their organisation 
more than $1 million and reducing carbon emissions by over 
34% in the past five years. The organisation could see the value 
in reducing its carbon footprint, as well as saving on operational 
costs so that these funds could be invested in their valuable 
community programs supporting socially disadvantaged and  
low-income people and families.
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Action Plan Summary 2016–21

Adelaide’s five-year action plan starts here
The Government of South Australia and Adelaide City Council 
aspire to make Adelaide the world’s first carbon neutral city.  

The Carbon Neutral Adelaide Action Plan 2016–2021 outlines 
the pathways that we will take to build on our achievements and 
rapidly reduce Adelaide’s carbon emissions. This pocket guide 
summary shows the main features of the plan, and our priorities  
for the next 18 months.

As the world’s first carbon neutral 
city, Adelaide will be a showcase for 
the uptake of renewable and clean 
technologies and for embracing 

the economic opportunities of responding to 
climate change. Together with the community, 
we will build on Adelaide’s reputation as a 
clean, green and liveable city. 

Martin Haese, Lord Mayor of Adelaide

Adelaide can only become carbon 
neutral if we all work together – 
the key to achieving our vision lies 
in partnering with business and 

community leaders to tap into the creativity, 
research and technical knowledge and 
innovation to be found in our community.

Jay Weatherill, Premier of South Australia

With the exception of the 
Piping Shrike emblem, images, 
and other material or devices 
protected by a trademark 
and subject to review by the 

Government of South Australia at all times, the content of this 
website is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
Licence.  All other rights are reserved. © Crown in right of the State 
of South Australia | Last updated: November 2016 FIS 94335
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How: 
• Deliver a renewable energy bulk purchase 

scheme, including consideration of 
community energy and virtual metering 
models by 2018

• Enable access to solar Photovoltaic (PV) 
systems and improved energy efficiency 
for low income and rental households, 
through the installation of up to 300 solar 
PV systems by July 2017 

• Provide incentives for the installation of 
renewable energy and energy storage 
systems in City buildings by 2018.

We will continue to drive investment in large-scale renewable energy 
generation and storage in the state, and encourage the uptake of small scale 
renewable energy supply and storage in the City.

Towards 100% renewable energy

We will be successful if:
• Total installed capacity of solar PV in the 

City increases to at least 15MW by 2021.

• Carbon Neutral Adelaide partners get at 
least 50GWh of electricity per year from 
large-scale renewable energy generators 
by 2019.

How: 
• Actively support the community through the 

establishment of the Carbon Neutral Adelaide 
Partnerships initiative by March 2017

• Implement sustainable behaviour change 
programs to encourage participation in 
Carbon Neutral Adelaide initiatives by 2018

• Pilot a carbon neutral schools program  
in the City of Adelaide in 2017.

Carbon Neutral Adelaide Pathways and Priorities 2016–2018

How: 
• Extend the tram network along North Terrace 

to the East End by 2018 and complete two 
suburban links by 2020

• Implement a point-to-point bicycle share 
scheme in Adelaide in 2017

• Continue to host the World Solar Challenge, 
including celebrating the 30th anniversary 
in 2017

• Install on-street electric vehicle (EV) and 
electric bicycle recharging points and pilot  
an EV parking space management system  
at City UParks by 2018.

We will transform our transport system and change the way we travel to and 
in the city.

Zero emissions transport

How: 
• Implement the Building Upgrade Finance 

mechanism in South Australia early 2017

• Continue to provide energy efficiency 
incentives through the Sustainability 
Incentives Scheme and the Retailer Energy 
Efficiency Scheme

• Deliver the City Laneways Masterplan to 
identify priority streets and guide future 
green development of the laneways 
between the Railway Station and the 
Central Market by 2019

• Upgrade all Adelaide City Council owned 
public street and footpath lights to high 
efficiency LED and controls by 2020

• Increase city greening through trees, 
gardens, plantings, green walls and green 
or cool roofs by 2018.

We will be successful if:
• Actions deliver annual financial savings

• 400,000 square metres (20%) of city 
office floor area committed to the 
CitySwitch Green Office Program by 2021.

• 250,000 square metres (50%) of 
commercial car park floor area is 
upgraded to high efficiency light 
systems, including LED fittings and 
smart controls by 2021.

We will drive investment that improves the energy efficiency of city buildings 
and other infrastructure, and green the streetscapes and open spaces.

Energy efficient buildings,  
infrastructure and streetscapes

How: 
• Develop a state carbon sequestration strategy 

and foster carbon offset opportunities in 
South Australia by Dec 2017.

We will reduce greenhouse gas emissions rapidly in every way we can, and 
offset the remaining greenhouse gas emissions.

We will be successful if:
• Adelaide City Council operations and State 

Government operations within the Council 
area are accredited carbon neutral by 2020

• There is increased use of the National 
Carbon Offset Standard recognised 
programs by businesses, events and 
organisations.

Offset carbon emissions

We will build on South Australia’s leadership in waste management and 
recycling.

How: 
• Implement new and expanded business 

and residential organics and recycling 
collection and support services to  
increase recycling rates by late 2017.

• Trial a city precinct where business and 
catering companies use reusable and 
compostable takeaway food and  
beverage containers in 2017.

We will be successful if:
• Food recovery and organic waste recycling 

from food and hospitality premises 
increases by 50% by 2020.

We will be successful if:
• Food recovery and organic waste recycling 

from food and hospitality premises 
increases by 50% by 2020.

Partnership and community action

Build broad business and community commitment and action to achieving  
our carbon neutral goal. 

We will be successful if:
• 1000 businesses, institutions and 

individuals are involved in the  
Carbon Neutral Adelaide  
Partnerships initiative by 2020.

• One million square metres of city floor 
space is committed to Carbon Neutral 
Adelaide Partnerships by 2020. 

Reduce emissions from waste and water

We will be successful if:
• The number of cycling trips into the 

City double by 2020.

• Commuter public transport use to the 
City increases by 10% by 2020.

• More than 10,000 people are registered 
to use car share services by 2021.


