
 

Buloke facts and planting guide 

ABOUT BULOKES 

The Buloke (Allocasuarina luehmannii) is a rough barked, slow growing erect tree with wiry 

branches that grows to around 15 metres. It is long lived (80+ years) and reproduces from 

seed or root suckers, up to 12 metres from the parent. 

Buloke trees are either male or female. The male trees produce yellow catkin-type flowers 

and the females produce seed in small, flat cones up to 15mm, which ripen and fall from late 

summer to early autumn. 

Buloke trees belong to the Casuarinaceae or Sheoak family, which have ‘needle-like’ leaves 

that are actually ridged and segmented modified stems.   

There are approximately 13 Sheoak species indigenous to Victoria, though only two naturally 

occur in the Mt Alexander Shire - the Drooping Sheoak and the Buloke. The Buloke is found 

around Muckleford, Maldon, Nuggetty, Tarrengower, Joyces Creek, Newstead and Green 

Gully, growing in open grassy woodland and paddocks as well as scattered through 

established eucalypt canopy. 

Other species occur nearby, such as the Black Sheoak, towards Kyneton and the Slaty 

Sheoak towards Bendigo.  Introduced species, such as the River Sheoak from NSW and QLD can also be found locally. 

 

        

Buloke trees were once abundant but are now listed as ‘threatened’ under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG 1988), 

and the Buloke Vegetation Community or ‘Buloke Woodlands’ are listed as ‘endangered’ under the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 1999). 

Existing populations are threatened by fragmentation and land clearing, inappropriate fire regimes, exotic plant invasion and by 

herbicide and fertiliser application. A wide variety of grazing animals such as rabbits, hares, wallabies, kangaroos, deer, sheep, 

cattle, goats and horses may destroy Buloke seedlings and even heavily browse the adult plants.  

Buloke trees and woodlands support a range of mammals, birds and reptiles such as Dunnarts, Diamond Firetails and Legless 

Lizards, providing shelter, foraging opportunities and seed. This species is also a host for the aptly named Buloke Mistletoe, which 

is listed as ‘vulnerable’ in Victoria.   
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Buloke facts and planting guide 

        PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS 

              To ensure your young Buloke has the greatest chance of survival, please follow these steps for planting and on-going care: 

Site Selection and Preparation 

Bulokes grow naturally in a variety of soils and are most 

commonly found on gentle slopes, in depressions and in the 

drier areas around the edges of seasonal water. They can 

tolerate periodic water-logging and are drought and frost 

hardy.  

When selecting a site, try to avoid planting within a creek line 

or under a dense canopy. Take note of the ground layer 

where you are planning to plant. Where there are mostly 

native plants, such as Wallaby and Spear Grass, site 

preparation may not be necessary, as plant competition will 

be minimal. If there is lots of exotic grass, such as Phalaris 

and Cocksfoot, the site will need to be manually weeded, or 

sprayed in a circle approx. 1m around the planting site to 

reduce competition. If spraying, consider the chemical used, 

as this might need to be done from 2-6 weeks before 

planting. 

Planting 

Use a pick to loosen the soil to a depth of about 30cm (about 

double the depth of the tube stock pot) and a width of about 

40cm (roughly a shovel wide) – the more loose soil around 

the roots, the easier for the plant to establish and grow. The 

hole also needs to be big enough to accommodate the tree 

guard, which should be able to fit within the depression 

around the plant. The guard is made by twisting the cut 

edges of the wire together to create a circle. 

Dig out enough soil from the hole to enable you to bury the 

roots of the plant. Firm down the soil around the roots and 

heap up the soil around the outer edge of the hole to create 

a dam, ideally big enough to hold ½-1 bucket of water. This 

is important to enable any extra water to be absorbed and 

not run away from the roots. The deeper the watering, the 

more you will encourage the roots to grow deep into the soil, 

instead of towards the surface, which can dry out more 

quickly.  

 

It is essential to water in the newly planted seedling now, to 

allow the roots to settle and to remove any air pockets in the 

hole.  Adjust the dam walls as necessary, to contain the 

water.  

Adding the guard 

Place the guard over the plant and firmly hammer in two star 

pickets opposite each other, inside the guard, to hold it tight. 

The guard can be removed at a later date, once the tree is 

well established. It can then be reused for your next planting. 

It is necessary to use these sturdy tree guards as the plants 

are very slow growing and vulnerable to browsing animals 

for extended periods. 

 

Ongoing care 

To give your trees the best chance of survival, some 

maintenance such as watering and weed control will be 

required.  Watering should be undertaken during the first 

year or two when there are extended periods of hot dry 

weather.  

During such times, weekly watering 

may be necessary.  It is best to 

water more deeply, less regularly, 

which will encourage deeper root 

growth. 

Keeping the area within the guard 

clear of other vegetation is 

recommended. This will increase 

the available resources for your 

plant, which will increase its 

chances of survival.  

Happy planting!




