
 

Principles Portrayed as People 

 
I take a deep inhale, this is it, the moment I’ve been waiting for. This is a day I’ll never forget, 
a day that will be etched deep into my memories,  a day that has the potential to change all 
the ones destined to follow, but I am not alone in the beginnings of this journey. Many others 
are experiencing the exact same sensation all across the nation, the small fingers that tickle 
me all over, creeping up my spine. This is the day I’m introduced to my new family, the one 
that will stay with me for not only this year and the end of my high school but will leave an 
imprint upon my being. 
 
This is the day that will help to shape my entire future. 
 
I am engulfed by my new family, many arms entwined around me, hugging me close, 
enveloping me, promising. Promising to guide me to their best ability, promising to always 
have my best interests at heart, promising to try to make me the best possible version of 
myself, but also promising to accept all my faults and flaws. They release me from the hug 
and step back before introducing themselves. 
 
My new grandmother, Equity and Inclusion. The grandmother whose heart has no bounds 
and her love that wraps tightly around everyone equally. She makes sure everything is fair 
and that everyone has the same opportunities. She views everyone as the exact same, there 
is no racial difference, no gender difference, no ethnicity or wealth division. Her face is 
wrinkled after so many smiles, each fold representing a fond memory she experienced. Her 
hair is a white fluff, like candy floss, it's wispy tendrils float in the breeze. She is small in 
stature but her personality and love extend much further than her physical being. 
 
My new parents, Wellbeing. They do everything in their power to ensure I have the 
resources and opportunities to be the best me I possibly can. They worry about me 
constantly and do their best to ensure that I am ok. They have my best interests at heart and 
ensure that I am healthy and that each aspect of my hauora is balanced. Mum has this aura 
about her which just radiates power and generosity. Dad has a strong presence that will not 
tolerate any injustice. They both have darker hair that is thick and glossy. Mum’s nails are 
always trimmed to perfection and Dad has his hair cropped close to his head. Their facial 
features are soft and their slender arms are welcoming and accepting. 
 
My uncle, Coherence. He emits a sense of consistency and clarity. He believes that 
everything is connected in some way and that everything has a relevance to something else. 
He likes to link things together as well as helping me understand ideas and concepts 
concisely. He always dresses smartly is never caught with his clothes unironed or his shoes 
unpolished. He has a thick mop of light brown hair on his head and a glowing smile that has 
the potential to brighten up someone’s motivation and make everything seem simple and 
tangible. 
 



My two older siblings - Pathways. They understand this journey and the challenges I will 
face. They understand my view on things but are also there to offer an alternative 
perspective that I might not have considered otherwise. They help me make tough decisions 
about the future and next steps and even though they offer their opinion they support 
whatever decision I’ll choose to make. They show my possible routes and pathways that will 
extend off the path I am currently following. They dress modern and keep up with trends 
while also constantly looking sensible and smart. 
 
And finally, we come to me, the final member of the family. I represent credibility, I have all 
the opportunities laid out before me thanks to my amazing support system. My credibility 
reflects my identity, culture and who I choose to be. Credibility is not the journey, it is the 
beginning of the journey and I look forward to embarking on a road that is laden with 
surprises, challenges, obstacles, and successes. What I do is up to me, but I don’t have the 
burden of a heavy decision upon my shoulders alone, my family is here for me to share the 
weight and to offer valuable advice. Even though I am trusted to pursue whichever direction I 
want and my family will always be there to believe in me and support me. 
 
And now as I start my journey I have all of these arms supporting me, resting gently at my 
back, each promising the best for me. They will try their best to make my NCEA experience 
the best it could possibly be.  
 
Some students may find that they can’t cope well with the workload and the teachers at their 
school might not give them the extra support that they might need. A way around this 
problem could be to implement a community tutoring group for each NCEA level in 
communities. People who have experience of the current NCEA system could volunteer to 
help out other students who might now be facing the same obstacles. 
 
I know that at the moment it is being considered to make NCEA level 1 easier to pass. 
However, I offer an alternate option. At high school, we already sit formal examinations and 
would be prepared to do a possible NCEA introduction. I think it is a great idea to ease us 
into the system but instead of making the whole process easier we could just have an extra 
step added. Having an introduction course in year 10 could have the same environment as 
mock exams. The situation/atmosphere could be the same but instead of each individual 
subject being recorded, we could have a copy of that information personally and have an 
excellent, merit, achieved or not achieved for the entire introductory course. It could be 
crafted to not interfere with the curriculum but could be introduced halfway through the year 
to prep us. 
 
As a solution to the issue of the NCEA record of achievement not always capturing the full 
range of a young person's skills and knowledge, I am proposing a series of practical 
assessments. In this day and age employers aren’t always looking for natural intelligence 
demonstrated in exams, they are looking for employees who demonstrate the skills of 
leadership, communication, time management, initiative, and creativity. These could be tied 
into the formal examinations, for example, time management. As part of a time management 
assessment students could draw up a study schedule for their other exams. The other 
examples could be administered in a range of ways, including scenario situations where a 



creative answer may be required that is unique, initiative is needed in a time pressure 
situation and leadership demonstrated by the willingness of someone to step up and lead 
their group. 
 
NCEA is an experience that shapes lives and can set up routes and possible pathways for 
the future. Each principle plays an important role in the journey and is interpreted differently 
by each individual due to the fact of NCEA being a very personal experience. At the moment 
NCEA provides a solid assessment system for high school students to gain credibility for 
their education. I am not only supported, but empowered by my family, and I don’t think this 
journey could be manageable without support systems in place. So as we all meet our 
families for the first time, let's embrace the moment;  It will be life-changing. 
 
 
 






