
I am a year eight student and have not yet entered high school. What do I know about 
NCEA? To be honest, hardly anything at all. What are credits? What are externals? 
What are internals? My current experience and knowledge of NCEA is purely based on 
the comments made by current NCEA students and the opinions that have been built off 
those comments. I have no knowledge or experience in sitting a NCEA exam however, 
do have five years of experience, since year four, in sitting exams due to the optional 
ICAS assessment tests I have taken. The difference between NCEA exams and the 
ICAS tests however, are that the NCEA exams are compulsory exams designed for the 
purpose of determining your advancement in your schooling years and ICAS test are 
optional tests designed only for you to see your personal growths and strengths in 
different subjects between both yourself and against your peers. ICAS has shown me 
my strengths and weaknesses in certain subjects which will be beneficial in my years of 
NCEA.  
 
The five principles of NCEA are something I will admit I never before had known about 
before this, however, after researching it the three that I feel are the most important and 
are most beneficial to helping young students pass exams and achieve their goals are 
Wellbeing, Inclusion and Equity and Credibility. Wellbeing, because I believe that the 
main priority of NCEA is and should always be the students and teachers. Inclusion and 
Equity, because I believe that anyone should have the equal opportunities to achieve 
what they wish in life without any other outside of school factors coming into it. And 
finally, Credibility, because NCEA currently can be very confusing for both current 
students, as well as future students, and their parents to understand.  
 
The first principle of NCEA ‘Wellbeing’ is in my opinion the most important of the five 
principles as it has, many a time, been the deciding factor between students passing 
and failing a level or year of NCEA. One of the current issues with the way NCEA is run 
in terms of ‘Wellbeing’ is that it can be a extremely heavy workload for both teachers 
and students to handle. For example, a NCEA Level 1 student has roughly twelve 
exams in the year which for both them, and their teachers is a incredibly heavy 
workload especially for the students first year of examinations. One way this could be 
helped or solved is by streamlining the current exams and even removing or merging 
unneeded exams. If that is unable to happen, then more support for students struggling 
with the immense load would be another good option. Something that has sparked a hot 
debate recently is the question of whether or not NCEA should start at Year 11 or Year 
12. I personally believe that NCEA testing should be kept at Year 11 yet should not 
continue as a qualification but as a testing point to determine your stage of learning, 
much like the ICAS exams.  



The next most important principle in my opinion is ‘Inclusion and Equity’. Each student 
taught under the current curriculum should be entitled to the same support and 
opportunities as their peers. One of the current issues within the ‘Inclusion and Equity’ 
principle of NCEA is that not enough support is given to current students as well as 
equal opportunities being presented to anyone who wishes. Many students don’t have 
the resources to be taught outside of school if needed and therefore these are the 
students that the teachers need to be helping more than the others who are confident in 
their abilities of that subject or the ones who are able to receive help if unable to 
comprehend the current information. Even in intermediate I see a problem with 
opportunities being given out to the right people or the people who truly deserve it. For 
example, in the classrooms while working there are always a few people who are 
consistently being helped by the teachers even though there are other people struggling 
to understand the subject and are the ones most in need of help. As I stated earlier I 
have taken the ICAS tests for five years now and being in a decile four school with 
many peers and their families who are just managing to pay their bills, I feel that there 
are many more children in my year and school who, like me, would have deeply 
benefited from the tests had it not been for the costs and availability of them to the 
students and their families. If the school would have funded those tests or at least 
something like them, I believe many of those children would have had a lot more 
confidence in their abilities of at least one subject.  
 
The final principle that I believe is crucial to the way NCEA is run and functions is 
Credibility. NCEA can be extremely hard for many, if not all students at one stage, to 
understand what is going on, especially Year 10’s going into their first year of NCEA 
examinations, or like me, Year 8’s going in to high school who have no idea about the 
curriculum or the way NCEA is run. A simple way to solve this problem would be to run 
a class or two about the curriculum, as well as teachers giving demonstrations as to the 
way NCEA is run, in order to hopefully give the students and insight on what is expected 
of them in the next few years of their schooling to come as well as a explanation on 
what NCEA really is and how it is operated. For example, I interviewed and asked a few 
questions to a current NCEA student (Year 11) who took NCEA Level 1 a year early. My 
first question was ‘ How much about NCEA did you actually know or had been taught 
before going in to Level 1’. Her answer was that she had not been prepared in anyway 
going into NCEA and did not know anything about it before having to work at that 
extended level. This is from where I developed my belief that the education system 
should, at least, be explaining how NCEA works and functions to all students going into 
the next stage of their education if not all students entering high school.  
 



Like I said a the very beginning, as a current Year 8 student, I have not yet entered high 
school and have not experienced NCEA, but from conversing and interviewing current 
NCEA students as well as researching as much as I could about the subject believe I 
have been able to define a few flaws in the current system along with some, hopefully 
helpful, suggestions as to ways the could be solved. In final I look forward to hopefully 
seeing any improvements or adjustments regarding NCEA in the next few years of my 
schooling and high school education. 


