
We heard about this NCEA competition through our Ranger leader who came in to talk to us about it. We then 
took it up as part of an advocacy project which is for a badge/certificate we’re doing in Girl Guiding. We were 
interested in this because NCEA is something we all take part in and we want to have an impact on the NCEA 
system. We also needed to do some advocacy as a part of our certificate so we thought we’d hit two birds with 
one stone.  
The brainstorming started quickly as were we very excited to get our ideas on paper! We are able to talk to girls 
from other Ranger units and get their opinions on NCEA so we thought we’d go with that. We brainstormed for a 
few weeks on how and when we would gather the opinions of the other girls (who are 12-14 years old). We 
composed an email and we hoped we would get people's interest for an evening chatting about NCEA. 
We planned to hold the evening from 7:15-9:00 pm on a Tuesday night. We planned food, drink and rotations 
talking to the girls about NCEA and getting their opinions. We sent the email with all information on the night out 
to many Ranger groups in our area. Not too long after sending out the email we already had a Ranger group 
coming! We wanted to get the options on the 6 big ideas around NCEA from the girls. When it came to the night 
we were ready! We planned to have them write their opinions and on questions we prepared on post-it notes 
and an online survey we made to make it easy for them and us to keep track of what they thought about the 6 
big ideas. The night went to plan, we set aside the right amount of time for each discussion/activity and the girls 
were ready to speak about what they knew of NCEA and gave us their consent to use their opinions 
anonymously for this project. Unfortunately there were some downfalls: not many people came- we had a total 
of 11 girls and some of the things we wanted to discuss weren’t relevant to the girls as they were too young to 
have started NCEA so we couldn’t get many opinions on those questions. Although these issues came up we 
still got a good idea of how younger Rangers could be feeling towards NCEA. 


