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OUR METHOD 

 

The Manurewa Youth Council compiled 
this submission based on a survey 

published online via social media. We 
asked the youth of Manurewa what they 
thought about the proposed changes to 

NCEA, using both multiple choice 
questions and free answer responses. The 
statistics in the following pages reflect the 

results of that survey, which was 
answered by 192 people who had 

experienced NCEA at school. 

To complement the survey, the Manurewa 
Youth Council also held a forum among its 
members, who voiced ideas and concerns 
around the Big Opportunities. The quotes 
referenced come from that discussion; all 

names have been suppressed. 

The ideas presented in this submission 
summarise the thoughts of both these 

discussions – we have tried to represent as 
accurately as possible a diverse range of 
viewpoints, highlighting where there was 

a polarised response, and which points 
reached a consensus.  



 

CREATING SPACE AT NCEA LEVEL 1 
FOR POWERFUL LEARNING 

 

40-CREDIT REQUIREMENT 

Some thought reducing Level 1 to 40 credits would not 

challenge students enough. They noted how it could 

also be confusing, given the 80-credit threshold that 

has existed for years, and proposed reducing Level 1 to 

60 credits instead of 40. Others, however, thought there 

was too much pressure from assessments, and that 

reducing NCEA to 40 credits would be a welcome 

change. One student linked assessment pressure to 

poor youth mental health in N.Z. 

PROJECT-BASED LEARNING 

We mostly support project-based learning, but we 

identified some issues. Objective assessment of a 

student's project could be difficult, and there might be 

advantages for students from higher socioeconomic 

backgrounds. Still, we see its potential to promote 

meaningful learning which we think NCEA doesn’t 

offer enough. Currently, students study intensely 

leading up to external exams, regurgitate information 

during the exam, then discard most learning. One 

student brought up the uselessness of Geometric 

Reasoning in their life, when topics like skills in job 

interviews remained untaught. We think project-based learning could improve in this 

aspect, as well as helping foster self-management and time-management, key skills 

in an evolving workplace. 

WHAT THE WIDER YOUTH SAY: 

 

  

“ I like the idea 
of project-
based learning 
but some 
issues need to 
be addressed. 

61% support a project 

focused and 40 

credit Level 1. 45% think changes will 

benefit vocational 

and tertiary paths. 



 

STRENGTHENING LITERACY AND 
NUMERACY
 

UNCLEAR LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
REQUIREMENTS 

Understanding of UE literacy and numeracy was 

polarized; some of us understood exactly where to 

obtain and how many of these credits were needed, 

whilst others had more trouble understanding what 

these credits represented and where they came from. 

INCREASE LITERACY AND NUMERACY 
REQUIREMENTS 

We felt that current literacy and numeracy 

requirements should not be changed. Current 

requirements are already challenging for academic 

students but increasing requirements might 

discourage those pursuing vocational paths from 

completing an NCEA. 

DIGITAL, CIVIC AND FINANCIAL LITERACY 

We universally agreed that NCEA did not adequately 

assess digital, civic and financial literacy, which we 

think have equal or greater importance to current 

requirements. One student suggested that improved 

assessment of these skills would be valuable in real 

life and make the transition to the workplace and further study easier. 

WHAT THE WIDER YOUTH SAY: 

 

“ Why doesn’t 
NCEA test 
digital skills? 
They will be 
important in 
the future. 

65% support assessing 

digital, civic and 

financial literacy. 57% support increasing 

literacy & numeracy 

requirements. 



 

ENSURING LEVELS 2 AND 3 
SUPPORT GOOD CONNECTIONS 
BEYOND SCHOOLING 

 
Most students thought a less strenuous climb from 

Level 1 to 2 would promote more meaningful 

understanding among students, as well as ensure they 

are challenged by a more consistent rise to Level 3. 

Another student expressed how they didn’t think NCEA 

was a valuable qualification, partly due to its lack of 

recognition internationally. They compared NCEA to 

other qualifications like the International 

Baccalaureate and Cambridge International 

examinations, which are more prestigious. 

We thought NCEA prepared students well for both 

tertiary and vocational paths. The number of unit 

standards covering vocational knowledge, as well as 

more academic achievement standards (and 

endorsements) were brought up as supporting 

factors. However, other students voiced some 

drawbacks, like decreasing variety in assessments at 

higher levels, when it should be the opposite to 

prepare students for different career choices. The 

emphasis on "quantity not quality" for unit standards 

was also brought up - while they do test vocational 

skills, they don't test how developed these skills are. 

WHAT THE WIDER YOUTH SAY: 

  

“ International 
universities 
care more 
about IB or 
Cambridge 
than NCEA. 

93% support increasing 

emphasis on learning 

beyond school. 59% think transitioning into 

work would be easier 

with the new changes. 



 

MAKING IT 
EASIER FOR 
TEACHERS, 
SCHOOLS 
AND KURA TO 
REFOCUS ON 
LEARNING 

 

The topic of joint 

NCEA courses was 

divisive. Most 

suggested that, if implemented well, it could improve the flexibility and range of a 

student's learning, making NCEA more adaptable for a changing world. However, a 

minority who had experienced joint courses in their schools criticised their 

organisation and found that learning was made confusing since students would be 

studying several different topics simultaneously. They also found that the increased 

scope of topics limited the depth to which students would explore any one topic - they 

felt that separate subjects were better for more permanent, in-depth learning. 

WHAT THE WIDER YOUTH SAY: 

“ Joint courses 
sound like a 
good idea, 
but they 
might be 
confusing. 

78% support creating joint 

courses covering 

many subjects. 



 

ENSURING THE 
RECORD OF 
ACHIEVEMENT 
TELLS US ABOUT 
LEARNERS’ 
CAPABILITIES 

 

We agreed that the Record 

of Achievement does an 

extremely poor job 

recognising a student's 

potential through extra-curricular activities. One student was frustrated by the fact 

that the few extra-curricular opportunities that did offer credits was based on unit 

standards, and therefore did not count towards an endorsement. We agree that the 

Record of Achievement should include a list of a student's extracurricular activities. 

WHAT THE WIDER YOUTH SAY: 

“ The RoA 
should 
definitely list 
activities 
done outside 
school. 

88% support creating a Record of 

Achievement that represents 

learning outside school. 



 

DISMANTLING 
BARRIERS TO 
NCEA 

 

NCEA FEES 

We were also unanimous 

in saying that NCEA and 

Scholarship fees should 

be abolished - they are 

unnecessary barriers for 

lower socio-economic 

students, and that although relatively small individually, snowballing 'small' school 

fees like NCEA fees, donations and uniform accumulated to an expensive education. 

 

DIVERSITY IN NCEA 

We thought that the languages of assessment should 

be limited to New Zealand's official languages, due to 

potential discrepancies involved in translation, or 

moderation for less common languages. One student 

suggested (for less objective topics like English) that 

open-ended questions that suited diverse viewpoints 

would improve NCEA for diverse cultures in New 

Zealand. Another student found that NCEA was not 

adaptable to rapid changes in society, and that many 

of the courses being taught today have remained 

relatively unchanged in the last decade. 

WHAT THE WIDER YOUTH SAY: 

“ Open ended 
questions are 
better for 
diverse 
viewpoints. 

81% support removing 

NCEA and 

Scholarship fees. 

96% support removing 

barriers for all students 

to realise their potential. 

“ Money can 
be a big 
barrier to 
completing 
NCEA. 


