
Some background... 
 
We talked to a group of year nine and ten girls to gather their thoughts and ideas on the big 
opportunities. They didn’t give us any helpful thoughts on strengthening literacy and 
numeracy as they didn’t understand the existing system, but here are their thoughts on the 
other five big opportunities. 
 
Ensuring the Record of Achievement tells us about 
students’ capabilities 
 

● Addition of extracurricular activities, skills, and other achievements to the Record of 
Achievement 

● A record of achievement that could be used as a CV while in school or straight 
out of school 

● Splitt into the categories of: NCEA achievements, extracurricular activities, and 
outside achievements 

● A teacher or leader of the activity would have to verify that the information the student 
provided was correct 

 
They really liked the idea of having a Record of Achievement that could be used as a CV 
that included extracurricular activities, skills, and other achievements. 
 

Dismantling barriers to NCEA 
 

● Removing fees to help low income families 
● Letting students learn at their own pace rather than having to through work quicker 

than they can cope with 
● Develop and use more online resources for courses like chemistry where there is 

cost of materials for demonstrating and doing assessments 
● More digital work to help with both students and teachers that have poor 

handwriting and legibility 
 
The most talked about idea was digitising work and assessment. They liked that poor 
handwriting wouldn’t have to be a barrier to achieving in NCEA. 
 

Making it easier for teachers, schools, and kura to 
refocus on learning  
 

● Offer more support staff to help teachers (to reduce teacher workload) 
● Offer courses/training in designing courses  
● Have a place where teachers can ask questions about course design 
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● Students should have input when designing courses 
● Courses should be approved by NZQA 
● NZQA should have some input and guidelines on what courses can be offered 
● Teachers from different schools should come together to share ideas and expertise 
● Surveys for students to share ideas about the courses they want to take 
● Students can plan courses with teachers 
● Teachers should have the freedom to design courses that are best for their 

students 
● Subjects should be more coherent and contain links to one another 

 
The idea for their to be courses that provide teachers with the training they need to design 
courses was very popular. A lot of the girls also thought that teachers know their students 
the best and so need to be able to design courses for students with students. 
 

Creating space at NCEA Level 1 for powerful 

learning 

● Work experience in the trades and apprenticeships should be worth credits 
● NCEA level 1 should help students achieve their dreams 
● Less credits in level one so there is less pressure 
● Learning how to learn should be an important part of NCEA level one 
● Provide teachers or get people to come in who specialize in different vocational areas 

to support students 
● Have a wider range of things that a student can do to earn credits 

 
Everyone agreed that there should be wide range of ways that students can earn credits, 
including vocational training. They also liked the idea of a lesser workload with fewer credits 
for level one to reduce stress and pressure on students.. 
 

Ensuring NCEA Levels 2 and 3 support good 
connections beyond schooling 
 

● Have trips for relevant courses that are part of the learning (like a building course that 
visits a building site) 

● Courses that students can do outside of school that are worth credits 
● Recognizing learning outside of the classroom could help student who haven't been 

at school catch up 
● Recognize learning outside of the class room and prior learning 

 
The girls we talked to all really liked of recognising learning outside of the classroom with 
credits and offering more ways to earn credits that aren’t just based inside the classroom. 
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