
NCEA Make Your Mark Report 
What we did… 
The senior members of our Southland Girls’ High School Global Minds Club held a student 
focus group to discuss the big opportunity questions. As we discussed and debated the 
various elements, our teacher collated the minutes to record our thinking. Before we shared 
the discussion questions we asked what words came into our minds when NCEA was 
mentioned. The following word cloud shows our results: 

 

 
 

 
Opportunity One 
We talked about the idea that L.1 NCEA could be designed to give us more opportunities to 
be lifelong learners while having the chance to develop skills and knowledge in greater depth 
with a reduction to 40 credit project-based learning. 
 
Our Background- In Year Nine and Ten we all took part in the Cambridge IGCSE Global 
Perspectives Course. This course included internal and external components. Internally, we 
were assessed on two Individual projects related to a selected global issue and one group 
project also related to a third additional global issue. This project involved taking action. We 
also completed the external exam. This course design has many aspects related to the 
proposed opening up of a project based NCEA L.1. 
 
Big Opportunity 1 - Student Voice 
 
What do you think the purpose of Level 1 should be? 
Helping students build independence for Level 2 and 3, planning and time management skills. 
Using creative and critical thinking in context and challenging thinking so you see the 
importance of perspective thinking. Until you are exposed to this type of learning, you don’t 
extend and challenge yourself to the full potential. Building in cross cultural intelligence and 
global competency skills pushes you to consider ideas from multiple perspectives. 
Within the Level 1 program there should be opportunities to scaffold students thinking on 
how to answer exam questions to help with Level 2 and 3. 
Level 1 needs to be set up and framed around mastery goals linking to Level 3, Scholarship 
and career pathways to help give direction and purpose to retain academic credibility. 
Reflection will be a critical aspect of the course as developing ideas and then reflecting on the 
learning that occurred is what changes your thinking and are skills used in Level 2 and 3. 



The relevance of the context will be really important. We have a lot of knowledge as a group 
on the Sustainable Development Goals and these are a perfect example of how learning can 
be connected into a local, national, global context.  
 
This is a YouTube Clip that shows our thoughts on the fact that there’s no point going ½ way 
with learning and the importance of using our learning to make a difference: 
https://youtu.be/DdLqiTvFwJk 
 

 
 
Group projects need to be framed carefully to allow for individual strengths to be used within 
a collaboration focus. There will need to be some consistency on how group work looks and 
roles given to students along with how to manage students when group work is not their 
preferred learning style. As mentioned above there needs to be planned targeted points of 
the assessment suitable for reflection. 
 
We all agreed that the experience of a Cambridge exam helped prepare us for L.1 and we all 
agree this examination experience should still be part of L.1. The exam focus could build on 
responding to material from a perspective angle, analysing information, looking at fact, 
opinion type differences and digital citizenship. 
 
Group projects should not be optional because this will diminish the value and force some 
students to choose what may be perceived as more “academic options” by schools and 
parents, limiting students as they are neglecting a complex learning experience. We can see 
connections between learning all the time that teachers don’t as they are teaching from their 
area only, e.g using science based research within a Stats context. When we did Cambridge, 
the connections we made across learning areas gave real meaning and purpose and 
encouraged us to inquire in more depth. 
 

https://youtu.be/DdLqiTvFwJk


Group projects are a skills based task that drives the knowledge needed not the knowledge 
driving the skill. We won’t be doing just what is needed, we will be pushing ourselves to go 
further, setting us up to succeed in life. 
 
What is needed to make sure Level 1 works for students to learn vocational skills? 
Build in financial literacy   
Skills in workforce 
 Management working with others  
 Empathy 
 Cultural diversity  
Balance of academic subjects versus life skills  
Mentors used to guide learning within projects from the community and globally online  
 
How else could assessment be changed at Level 1? 
Needs same language of learning to be used - describe, explain, evaluate, analyse 
Less resubmission opportunities offered at L.1. because this doesn’t prepare students for 
tertiary education (no second chances). 
Needs tasks that need effort over time  
Doesn’t need complex topics but workload needs increased so that the jump from Level 1 to 
Level 2 isn’t as stressful.  
 
Clear links to global competency skills: 

 
 
 
Big Opportunity Two 
 
We all agree with the statement:  
“Confidence in understanding and using numbers and language in a technology-rich world is 
a vital part of the journey into life after school.” 
What else should we include when we assess literacy and numeracy? 
 



Writing tasks are important -Level 1 still needs to teach how to write an essay in context 
because this skill is used throughout the education system  
You could assess reflective reports linked to community projects, analyse perspectives while 
including fundamental knowledge like prepositions, adverbs etc. 
Oral language skills still important- doesn’t have to be speeches can be interviewing as part 
of project and panel discussions. 
Greater consistency within and between schools. 
 Contexts for learning shouldn’t be restricted to teacher’s interests - it needs to include 
student choice. Students will be more motivated to learn if they are interested and 
subsequently engaged in the learning. 
Marking schedule kept consistent  
Scaling of externals is unfair   
Teacher professional learning is critical 
Prior learning needs to be emphasised to help students make choices about context.   
Online submissions could be possible. 
 
Big Opportunity Three 
We fully endorse the statement: 
“Levels 2 and 3 need a sharper focus on encouraging these learner-driven experiences and 
better connecting them to NCEA and a wider programme of learning. “ 
 
Many subjects currently have the teaching of skills out of context for how we will need to use 
them in the future. We see limited transfer of traditional subjects into workforce situations if 
teaching only happens within a classroom setting. 
Opportunities to work with mentors and complete real context research in real time 
situations gives the necessary resilience skills we need to transfer into future learning and 
career pathways. 
We believe: 
Hours of extra-curricular activities with representation at national and international level 
should be given equivalency credits. 
Having a focus on leadership capabilities is important for all students. 
Global Citizenship learning and taking action should be credited as opposed to straight recall 
of knowledge. 
 



 
 
Big Opportunity 4 
 
How can we bring more student input into course design? 
Feedback from students- We have never been asked for feedback on course design and how 
they work so it would be vital that students are reflecting on learning and that their comments 
are being considered. 
 
We believe the following needs to be considered:  
Workload, complexity of ideas considered 
Workload and credit equity  
Understanding checks 
Negotiated assessment pathways - remove barriers to English language learners 
Teacher strengths used across lines, speeds up all learning 
Opportunity to choose context but monitored  
 
Big Opportunity 5 
 
How should information be combined into a record of achievement? 
Skills for learning as opposed to subject outcomes 
Citations from teachers  
Attendance and attitude to learning summaries 
Students want to see progress as this gives us a passion to go further. It still needs to show 
some form of recognition to enhance this motivation of learning. 



 
 
 
Big Opportunity 6 
What are major barriers to accessing NCEA? 
Annual Fee 
Lack of global recognition 
Require more resources for families to access without paying private tutors to help fill gaps 
schools haven’t been able to address 
 
 
 
 
 


