
This is video 6.1 in the online course:

Learn SEO Copywriting

Bonus Module 6:
How to make money from SEO copywriting



What we’ll cover in this session

• Freelancer strategies

• What services to offer

• How to generate leads

• Content audits



What we’ll cover

• What do SEO copywriters charge?

• Questions you’ll be asked

• Converting enquiries into sales

• Taking a deposit 





What do you want?

• Freelancer: need to source work

• Agency: n/a – you don’t need to source 

work

• In-house: n/a – you don’t need to source 

work



Freelancer strategies

• Decide:

– Set up own business with own clients

– Copywriting services + SEO copywriting

– Content creation services

– Web services: development, design etc



Freelancer strategies

• Apply for work at:

– Content marketing agencies

– Advertising agencies

– Web marketing agencies

– SEO agencies

– Printers who offer web services eg Snap



Key focus

• Use your website to generate leads

• Build your ‘funnel’ of leads

• Use a strong offer to build your 
database

• Have an ‘audit’ service or lead 
generation offer to build the database



Services to offer

• Full service SEO: tech support, content 
creation etc

• Copywriting services only: content 
creation

• A blend 

• Refer clients to key suppliers eg web dev



Services to offer

• Goal assessment - assess their business 

goals to see how SEO can help achieve 

results

• Competitor and keyword research analysis

• Customised SEO game plan - based on 

specific goals



Services to offer

• On-page: SEO audit of a website - fix 
errors and optimise on page elements

• Off-page strategy: get high quality sites 
linking back to the site content

• Create content to create an authority 
site



Mediums to offer

• Web copy 

• Articles and blog posts

• Meta-tags: titles and descriptions 

• Email newsletters



Mediums to offer

• Infographics

• Video scripts

• Case studies/PDFs

• White papers/eBooks 



Focus on an industry niche

• Finance

• Health and wellness

• Aged/retirement sector

• Start-ups



Types of offers to generate leads











https://spot.goinflow.com/ecommerce-content-audit-toolkit

https://spot.goinflow.com/ecommerce-content-audit-toolkit
















What do copywriters charge?



What do copywriters charge?

• Many options

• Avoid one-off jobs eg one web page, 

one blog

• Try to speak to them on the phone

• Avoid giving quotes via email



1. Fixed price

• $70 for a 500 word article 

• …up to $1000 for 800 word article

• $2500 for a pack of 10 blogs 

(word cap = 1000)



2. Charging by the hour  

• New/junior copywriter

– $50 – $80 per hour

• Mid level copywriter 

– $80 – $120 per hour

• Top level copywriter

– $120 – $200 per hour



3. Charging by the word

• Don’t – ever

• Reduces credibility

• Not journalism

• Less is more with copywriting



4. Monthly retainer

• Minimum 4 - 6 month contract

• Establish what you’ll offer for the fee

• Could be $1000 - $5000+ per month



Suggested fees for mid-level copywriter

• No ‘union scale’ - charge what you like

• Depends on your sales ability to 

demonstrate value

• Can publish fees or not – pros and cons



Web pages

• 5 pages - $1000

• 10 pages - $2000 with 2 free blogs 

(valued at $700)

• Charge in ‘packs’ of 5, 10 or more pages



Meta tags sets: title and description

• Around $30 - $40 per page

• 10 pages = $300 total



Keyword analysis

• 5 pages 

• Top 2 - 4 words per page

• $200 - $400



Pricing – do your research



Pricing – do your research



Pricing – do your research



Pricing – do your research



Questions you will be asked

• What do I get for the fee?

• What’s the process if I cancel?

• How will we communicate and how 
often?

• Do I have full access to my site and 
Analytics/Adwords accounts?



Questions you will be asked

• Will I own my website?

• Do you provide guarantees?

• Have you done work like this for 

companies similar to mine?

• Can I talk to your clients?



Questions you will be asked

• Can I see examples of your work?

• What contracts and options are 
available? 

• How do I determine the right budget?

• What are all your fees and payment 
options?



Avoid offering ‘black hat’ services

• Overnight rankings

• Doubled traffic within a certain amount 

of time

• Instant qualified leads



Avoid offering ‘black hat’ services

• Buying a ton of links from random 

websites

• Keyword stuffing

• Using duplicate or scraped content



Deposits

• 50% up front deposit, especially when 

working with a new client

• The remaining 50% billed at project 

completion or 2 - 3 weeks after the first 

draft is delivered



Suggested client script

• Refer to handout 6.1



This is the end of video 6.1 in the online course:

Learn SEO Copywriting

Bonus Module 6:
How to make money from SEO copywriting


