
Tooth Paste Pot,  
S. Maw. Son & Thompson  
(c.1897-1905) 

George Maw, a Lincolnshire farmer, purchased a surgical factory in London that 
manufactured a variety of pharmaceutical and medical products. After he retired in 
1828, his two sons John and Solomon continued to expand the business. The white 
glazed pot with black transfer underglaze contained an aromatic paste that claimed 
to clean and preserve the teeth and gums. Tooth powders and toothpastes began to 
be commercially available in the mid-1800s.

Artefact found on site 
at Woolloongabba.
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• Toothpaste container 
ceramic lid

• S. Maw. Son & 
Thompson was a 
pharmaceutical 
company in London

• This toothpaste 
container dates from 
1870-1905

S. Maw. Son & Thompson Toothpaste
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Create your own artefact
1.  Decorate your toothpaste pot. Don’t hold back, this belongs to you!
2.  Carefully cut out the shape with a pair of scissors. Cut outside the lines of the flaps and do not cut any of the 

lines connecting the rectangles. Ask an adult if you need help.
3.  Fold along all the lines of the template. Make nice, crisp folds on the lines. You can use your fingernail so 

that the folds are crisp.
4.  Try putting the rectangular prism together before adding glue or tape to be sure where each tab will go. 
5.  Now it’s time to assemble! Tape or glue all six sides of the box together. Don’t forget to leave the top open so 

you can store treasures inside.
6.  Add any final decorations and sit back and admire your very own artefact!



Japanese Ink Bottle  
Antoine et Fils (Antoine 
and Sons) (c.1853-1910) 

Antoine et Fils was 
established as an ink 
company in Paris in 1840. 
The encre japonaise or 
Japanese ink bottle would 
have held a violet-black 
coloured writing ink made 
of logwood. It was first 
marketed in 1853 as Encres 
Japonaise and sold in 
earthenware bottles until 
1910 when Antoine and  
Sons branched out into 
glass bottles. The product 
was sold in Great Britain  
and exported to retailers  
in Adelaide, Melbourne  
and Sydney.

Artefact found on site 
at Woolloongabba.



Create your  
own artefact

1.  Decorate your Japanese Ink 
Bottle. Don’t hold back, this 
belongs to you!

2.  Carefully cut out the shape 
with a pair of scissors.  
Ask an adult if you need help.

3.  Why not decorate several 
artefacts and challenge 
yourself to join them together.



Lavender Salts,  
The Crown Perfumery 
(c.1872-1885) 

The Crown Perfumery was 
established in London, in 
1872 by William Sparks 
Thomas. The versatile 
sweet, smelling salts were 
used to treat headaches, 
fainting spells and many 
other ailments. A famous 
customer, Queen Victoria, 
granted the use of her own 
royal crown’s image to 
top the fragrance bottles 
as a sign of quality and 
excellence. This tradition 
remains today.

Artefact found on site 
at Woolloongabba.



Create your  
own artefact

1.  Decorate your Lavender Salts 
Bottle. Don’t hold back, this 
belongs to you!

2.  Carefully cut out the shape 
with a pair of scissors.  
Ask an adult if you need help.

3.  Why not decorate several 
artefacts and challenge 
yourself to join them together.
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