
Burgmann Anglican School P&F Meeting  

Wednesday 31 August 2016  

MINUTES  

Meeting opened: 7:30pm 

Attendance:  

Wendy Preston  Robert Duncombe Wayne Warton  

Esther Warton  Paul Singer  Salena Kulkarni  

Lisa Weissel Alison Easey  Bev Galloway  

Michelle Murphy  Tracey Fox  Kathryn Raymond  

Steven Bowers  Nick Ward  Stephen Anthoney  

Melanie Spencer Wendy Chesworth   

 

Apologies:  

Karen Spedding; Carly Daniel; Jo Brudenall  

Minutes of the previous meeting: 

- Moved: Robert 

- Seconded: Salena  

- AGREED: Minutes accepted.  

 

1. Principals report  

- ACT Elections  

- The ACT Elections are scheduled for 15 October 2016, and the government will enter 

caretaker mode in two weeks.  Major parties have generally been constructively 

engaged with the Education portfolio, but policies will become clearer and further 

policies may be announced prior to the election.   I encourage people to inform 

themselves on the candidates and policies prior to the election.  

- One way of doing this in the Education portfolio, particularly in relation to independent 

schools, is to be aware of resources including APFACTS and ‘meet the candidate’ 

opportunities.  

- Parent evenings  

- The school has recently facilitated a parent evening with guest speaker Darren Lewis, 

titled “Parenting with the end in mind”.  Many thanks to everyone involved in 

coordinating this evening, there were approximately 65 parents in attendance, and it 

was a very worthwhile presentation and discussion.  

- The next session scheduled will be with guest speaker Justin Coulson, speaking on the 

topic of a Healthy Digital Diet (concerning childrens’ use of digital media) on 21 

September 2016.  

- Both of these sessions reflect the schools policy of active engagement with issues of 

concern to the school community. There is an intention to try to have sessions such as 

these once a term, pending interest and availability of speakers.  

- ACTION: Wendy to include information from the E-safety website in a future newsletter.  

 

 



 

- Book Week  

- Book week has again been outstanding around the school, both for the fun costumes 

and raising the profile of the importance of a good book!  

- Ball  

- I’d like to again acknowledge the work of the P&F on the Ball, particularly Sally, and note 

that it was again an enormous success.  

- NAPLAN  

- We are very happy with the schools’ NAPLAN results.  

- There has been positive growth in our results, which is a reflection of the hard work of 

the students and the teachers. As Bev will shortly speak to though, we are mindful that 

this is one indication of strength in education, and our programs and policies are far 

broader than this assessment.  

  

2. P&F Business  

 

- Ball Review  

A very positive event for the school community, and we have received excellent 

feedback from those who attended.  Overall numbers were down on what was hoped, 

but the purpose of the event was to create and foster the school community rather than 

raise funds, so we are pleased with the event.  

Many thanks to Free Rain production for our lucky door prize – which was tickets to the 

production of Wicked. Their continued support is greatly appreciated.  

Tips / lessons for next year:  

Silent auction – think about having one on the night 

Train up on use of Trybooking   

 

- ACT Election BBQ  

A coordinator is still needed for the Forde campus BBQ.  Many thanks to Lisa Weissel for 

volunteering for the Valley campus.  

Further discussion / decision needed on what to offer – bacon / egg rolls, sausage 

sandwiches, coffee etc.  

Promotion to include the school newsletter and the facebook page.  

 ACTION: BBQ to be promoted.  We will include this in the P&F section of the newsletter.  

 

- Family Portraits – Laura Jean  

The provider for this event will be Laura Jean photography.  

The packages will include an 8”x10” framed print.  Sessions will be available on 21/22 

September 2016 

A register will be opened on trybooking  

ACTION: Wendy to set up trybooking; the event to be promoted through the newsletter.  

 

- Trade Directory  

There are now around 6 businesses listed on the Trade Directory, which is a good start, 

but we encourage people to consider listing their businesses or suggesting to others in 

the school community to request listing.  

 

- Working with Vulnerable People card – Query  



Query: Does the school / P&F have a policy on whether committee members and 

volunteers for the P&F need to hold and display this card?  

Answer: There has been a common-sense / events based policy on this issue to date, 

where events on the school grounds or any which involve students have required people 

to hold this card. There is a gap, in the sense that there is no overall policy, but this is 

something that the school and the P&F will consider.  

ACTION: Further consideration to be given to any need / desirability of a general policy 

on this issue.   

 

3. Guest speaker – Bev Galloway – “Is there such a thing as ‘average’?”  

- Thank you for inviting me to speak to you tonight.  

- This is a brief explanation of a recent PD we have undertaken. Is there such a thing as an 

average student and how can we best target our teaching to reach all of our students 

and create a space where they can all reach their potential?  

- There are three approaches in this regard:  

1. A flexible way to deliver content  

2. A flexible  option for engagement with the student 

3. A flexible method of assessment.  

- We are continuing to review our practices and methods to make sure we’re reaching the 

students in the most effective way possible.  This includes providing opportunities for 

strengths and interests to develop, but maintaining a meaningful assessment of 

learning.  This is intended to still stretch the students to learn and be comfortable with 

assessment, but be engaged with the content and develop confidence in their own 

abilities.  

 

4. Any other business    

- Correspondence  

The Office of Regulatory Services has confirmed receipt of the P&F Annual Return. No 

further action needed.  

APFACTS have emailed an invitation to its “meet the ACT election candidates” function.  

We encourage anyone interested to please go along and take up this opportunity.  

 

5. Next meeting –  Wednesday 31 August 2016; Valley Boardroom  

 

6. Meeting Closed:  8:45pm  


