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Date: Tuesday 24 March 2015 

President: Lina Blair 

2014 - 2015 President’s Report 

First of all, I would like to thank all the members of the Management Committee who have supported 

the association and engaged in various roles in our effort to raise funds for our school. Every single 

one of you has your own expertise and talents in executing duties and roles in this committee. Your 

ideas and suggestions have been valuable and were taken into account and used as a foundation to 

organising events and activities.  For that, I thank you. 

The P&F did not engage in minor fundraiser activities but instead concentrated on events to raise 

funds. We began in March last year with the planning of the 80s themed Trivia Night held at 

Gungahlin Lakes Golf Club in August. It pulled a participation of 120 parents and school staff. The 

event, supported with raffle prizes from businesses owned by families at the school, raised a little 

under $3,000. I would like to express my gratitude to the parent and staff organiser and helpers for 

that event, Sally Dowse, Carmen McWatt, Trish Brodie, Melanie Andrews, John Foulcher and Ben 

Harris. 

Later in the year, we lined up the Laura Jean Portrait sessions organised by Deb Shannon.  It was 

held over two days in a weekend in November. It raised $860 from direct participation of 44 families, 

$60 in additional reward contribution and over $1,500 worth of gift voucher used as a raffle prize at 

the School Fair recently.  We tested the trybooking system for online payment for these photo 

sessions and found that the system works very well as it eliminates cash transactions done through 

the P&F boxes in both campuses. It also means that additional volunteer was not needed to run this 

fundraiser. 

Throughout the year, the Management Committee was also involved in discussions with the School 

on a proposal to purchase a lectern for Heyward Hall, similar to the one in the Chapel. This proposal 

however, was revised, to a fully integrated audio-visual system as we found that Heyward Hall needs 

more than just a lectern. In the various discussions held, the P&F indicates that it would like to make a 

significant contribution towards the project as the upgrade will benefit the school in many ways. An 

amount of $10,000 has been approved by this Management Committee in the 2014 Funding 

Allocation and Budget which is set aside for this project when it is finalised.  For this, all future P&F 

efforts are planned to be geared towards supporting the school to materialise this project. Therefore, I 

would like to encourage all members of the P&F to continue supporting every future P&F events and 

activities to raise the funds needed for this project. 

In 2014, the P&F contributed $22,500 to the school for items and services needed by each sub-

school. Enrichment books and materials for Early Childhood and Junior School, seating around the 

garden for Middle School, Science, Math and English teaching materials for Senior School and 

provision of speakers for Parents Information evening.  An additional $6,000 was allocated to Grace 

Foundation and the Year 12 Graduation.  

Unfortunately we did not produce the School Calendar for 2015 but published our very first Christmas 

Cookbook, a project that has been discussed and planned for many years. I would like to thank Sally 

Dowse for getting this project off the ground with the help from parent volunteers such as Sara 

Hodgson for editing, Lyn Lalor for typesetting and designing and all families and school staff who 

shared their family recipes. 
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Of course the first Term of 2015 was focussed solely on our annual School Fair which was held last 

Friday 20 March at Forde. Thank you to Sally Dowse for coordinating it for the fifth year and working 

very closely with Tracey Jacob and Stephen Anthoney. Although we saw a decline in the number of 

helpers this year, the Fair took close to $30,000 in total. Besides the Fair Raffle ticket that brought in 

$7,862, the Silent Auction organised by Karen Freer and assisted by Salena Kulkarni did $5,182, 

followed by Sausage Sizzle and Barbecue at $2, 973.12 served by The Owers and Wearne families 

and friends, Easter Egg Raffle by Year 2 parents $1,418.50 followed by Secondhand Toys and Books 

with $1,126.20 and $1,018.50 respectively. Thank you to Leanne Kilduff and Karen Spedding for 

organising each of the secondhand stalls.  

We explored the idea of secondhand ladies accessories led by Trish Brodie and Kerri Hannaford 

which proved to be quite successful too. With only a handful of items from shoes to handbags, 

jewellery to scarves, the stall took $355.60 which is very impressive for a stall that made its debut at 

the Fair this year. I believe it can become quite popular amongst the visitors to the Fair in the coming 

years. 

We saw great interest amongst the Early Childhood and Junior School for the Bricks, Art and Craft 

competitions which brought in $405 just on entry fees alone. We are very grateful to have sponsors 

for the Bricks Creation Competition where the prizes were donated by one of our parents, Ranjan 

Gaind and for the Art and Craft Competitions prizes were sponsored by Alistair Coe MLA making the 

funds raised for these competitions $748.25. 

We would like to acknowledge and thank every single parent and school staff who devoted their time 

for the Fair and to Angie Ng, Nindiya Gaind, Carmen McWatt, Melanie Andrews in the Cash Control 

room for their meticulous effort in counting and processing the fair takings. 

Overall, the School Fair this year was successful, that we were blessed with a substantial amount of 

funds to support future P&F projects and contributions. I would like to note that for the effort we all put 

into the planning and organising the Fair, I wish to request the School to perhaps consider hosting it 

at Valley campus on a Saturday afternoon where, there will be more traffic exposure from Gungahlin 

Drive and immediate neighbourhood such as Palmerston, Nicholls, Ngunnawal and the surrounding 

Gungahlin suburbs. 

The P&F recently found new ways to manage the accounts that is streamlined and simplified, making 

it easier for anyone even without formal accounting background to take on the roles of a Treasurer 

and Assistant Treasurer. Nindiya and I are thankful for the support we received from Joel Anderson 

and Angie Ng who assisted us in setting up and improving our record keeping of the accounts. I hope 

the incoming Treasurer and the Assistant Treasurer will feel comfortable in taking over the 

responsibilities of managing it.  

Lastly, I would like to thank Steven Bowers, Chris French and John Foulcher who have given their 

support to this association and its members. The P&F is indeed a community group of this school that 

exist to extend social ties between parents and school staff. 

I wish all the best to the incoming P&F Management Committee members. May we all succeed in 

making this school a better place for all our children. 

Thank you. 


