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BURGMANN ANGLICAN SCHOOL 
Minutes of the P&F Meeting 

held on Monday 4 August 2014 
 

Present 
Lina Blair (President) Sharon Bowers 
Carmen McWatt (Vice President) Stephen Anthoney (Facilities Manager) 
Melanie Andrews (Secretary) Peter Murray (APFACTS Representative) 
Ana Groves (Treasurer) Julie Blackburn 
Naomi Wearne (Ordinary Member) Selena Kulkarni 
Pamela Avell (Ordinary Member)  
Kathryn Raymond (Ordinary Member)  
Sally Dowse (Ordinary Member)  
Trish Brodie (Ordinary Member)  
Craig Furini (P&F Representative to the Board) 
Steven Bowers (Principal) 
Chris French (Deputy Principal Forde and Head of Middle School) 
 
Absent with Apologies:  Alex Shepherd, Nindiya Gaind, Kerri Hannaford 
 
 
1. Welcome 

Lina Blair opened the meeting at 7:30 pm and thanked attendees for coming. 
 
 
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting on 12 June 2014 were confirmed as a true and accurate 
record. 
 
Proposed: Naomi Wearne   Seconded:  Pamela Avell  MOVED 
 
 
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

  
All matters arising outstanding from the previous minutes were dealt with throughout this 
meeting.  
 
 
4. Principal’s Update – Mr Steven Bowers 

Mr Bowers was thrilled with the outcome of the recent events in the school community.  
 
The excursion to China with 36 Year 9 students was a great experience with many highlights. 
The Committee thanked all the teachers who participated in this trip.   
 
Term 3 had started well with the King and I musical a huge success. There were many hours 
spent rehearsing by dedicated students and teachers and Mr Bowers thanked the students, 
parents and staff who supported this performance.  
 
The 2014 Burgmann Anglican School Parent Survey has been circulated to all families with 
approximately 200 responses received to date. This survey will assist the School Board and 
Executive to assess current performance and to identify the important issues for future 
development of the school.  
 
The Year 12 students held a Q&A and budget debate with Dr Andrew Leigh and Zed Seselja 
at the school. The event, organised by the Senior School students, was extremely well run. 
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Mr Bowers advised the school website is in the process of being updated and is expected to 
go live on the first day of Term 4. It is anticipated the website and newsletters will be available 
on tablets and phones as part of the upgrade.  
 
The Year 11 and 12 students are trialing a “Bring Your Own Device” scheme, which if 
successful may be rolled out to Years 9 and 10 and then potentially Middle School. There has 
been no commitment made as yet to this future technology. 
 
Mr Bowers advised that Mr Joel Anderson, Head of Operations, is investigating options in 
relation to the school uniform issue.   
 
5.  Fundraising 

Trivia Night 

The 80’s themed trivia night will be held on Friday 29th August with the event being advertised 
on the school website, via the weekly school newsletter and a flyer with details of the Trivia 
Night, ticket order instructions and payment options being sent to all families through the P&F 
information pack. It was agreed a silent auction would not be held at the event. For the prizes, 
Naomi Wearne and Selena Kulkarni volunteered to source donations from local wine 
producers. It was agreed they would co-ordinate directly with Sally Dowse and if unsuccessful 
the prizes would be purchased.  
 
Family Day Walkathon 
The Family Day walkathon remains scheduled for Sunday 19 October 2014.  
 
It was agreed the organisation of this event will be discussed in detail at the next meeting.   
 
ACTION: Sally Dowse to give a brief on how it will be run. 
 
Cookbook 
A cookbook was agreed to be collated with favourite Christmas recipes donated by families 
from the school.  
 
Further details regarding this fundraiser will be discussed at the next meeting including the 
cost of production, quantity, sale price and appointing a coordinator.  
 
ACTION: Sally Dowse to provide details of the production of the cookbook. 
 
“That’s Mine” labels 
20% of all online orders placed for That’s Mine labels will be donated back to the school. In 
addition to being advertised in the P&F information flyer, this ongoing campaign will be 
advertised through the school newsletter and website.  
 
Dinner Dance 
Sally Dowse advised the Dinner Dance is not able to proceed due to a lack of available dates 
for venue and entertainment group.  
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

Ana Groves tabled the Treasurer’s report and advised the cash balance as at the end of July 
2014 was $63,090.69 with a pending transaction of $5,000 for Middle School seating upon 
approval of funds. 
 
It was noted that $2,739.43 of the following merchandise will be written off:  

 magnets with and without clip with school contact details;  
 car bumper stickers with school name and logo ; 
 car decal of the school crest; and 
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 damaged merchandise such as small and large umbrellas.  
 
The available number of magnets without clip, car bumper stickers and car decal of the 
school crest will be given away in the P&F information pack to current families at the school 
and to prospective school families.  
 
7. Funding Needs / Budget Process 

Prior to the meeting, the Management Committee discussed the school’s Wishlist, which are 
the items that the P&F could contribute to this year.  
 
The Committee also discussed the annual recurring expenses such as the contribution 
towards the Grace Foundation, Year 12 Graduation, APFACTS membership fees, EC and JS 
social nights and the school calendar.  
 
ACTION: Ana Groves to circulate the list of funds to be allocated.  
 
8. APFACTS Update 

Peter Murray provided the attached update. 
 
Mr Murray advised that APFACTS continues to focus on Project Rockit which provides a 
series of student and parent workshops focusing on anti-cyber bullying.  The workshops are 
free to families of member schools and represent a free opportunity to Burgmann families.  
 
The Committee welcomed Julie Blackburn who has shown interest in being the Burgmann 
representative at APFACTS. 
 

9. Other Matters 

Bus shelters 

The potential of bus shelters at the school to provide protection to students in the morning 
and afternoon peak periods was discussed. It was noted that the bus stop land belongs to 
TAMS. Mr Bowers agreed the school would have the conversation with TAMS to determine if 
these shelters were viable.  
 

Government funding 

Mr Bowers provided an update on government funding to the school. It is expected that the 
current year funding will continue for the next three years with 3% p.a. escalation. The 
Government is currently reviewing its funding position beyond the immediate 3 years.  
 

Donation 

The P&F presented an art piece entitled “Flutterby” to the school in memory of Dainere 
Anthoney, a Year 9 student who touched many lives in the school community with her 
determination and positive outlook towards life. The art piece will remind us all of what a 
wonderful person she was. Mr Bowers thanked the P&F for its generosity.  
 
P&F promotion 
Mr Bowers agreed that the P&F information flyer along with the P&F written off merchandise 
could be distributed when ready. 
 
10. Next Meeting 

Lina Blair thanked everyone for their attendance at the meeting. 
 
The next meeting will be held at 7:30 pm on Tuesday, 2 September 2014 in the Chapel, 
Valley Campus. 
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11. Meeting Adjourned 

Meeting closed at 8:30 pm. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

APFACTS Update – July 2014 
 
APFACTS Internal:  
 

 Booking will shortly be open for parents to attend workshops on Digital Citizenship with 
speakers such as Nina Funnell, Martine Oglethorpe and the AFP, visit our website to find out 
more:  http://www.apfacts.org.au/site/cyber_savvy_week.php 

 Changes to School bus timetables will be going live on the ACTION website this week.  There 
will also be information on the radio, social media, Canberra Times and emails to schools 
regarding changes. For more information go to: www.action.act.gov.au. A dedicated hotline 
number is 62055033 is available for any queries. 

 
Representation Meetings:  

 
 Curriculum Advisory Committee – This committee discusses changes to curriculum and the 

implementation of the national curriculum 
 Sandra Forbes/NAB Education – NAB work across the Education space providing 

opportunities to attend workshops and seminars, APFACTS has been added to receive 
invitations to these events. 

 Joy Burch Minister for Education ACT – A good discussion where support for APFACTS was 
reiterated by Minister and acknowledgement of the idea for the ACT Pilot project into PE by 
APFACTS.   

 Andrew Wrigley AIS – Discussed proposed changes to school bus routes, establishment of 
committee on ACT alcohol, drugs and tobacco and Project Rockit 

 Network 14 School Transport meeting – A meeting was held to update all stakeholders on 
the progress of the new school bus scheduled, called due to the pressure from APFACTS for 
some answers.  

 ACT Budget Lock up – Charuni  and  I  attended  the  ACT  Treasurer’s  budget  lock  up  and  
provided an e-bulletin to all members of the key information. 

 Parental Engagement ACT Pilot Project meeting – stakeholder meeting chaired by Stacey 
Fox from ARACY.  Stacey attended the general committee meeting to present a briefing to 
the committee and facilitate discussion regarding Parental Engagement. 

 AIS General Meeting – Positive feedback received from members on the work of APFACTS in 
pursuing ACTION buses on the proposed changes to school bus services. 

 Tim Smith/Catholic Education Office – Quarterly meeting to update on the formation of 
CSPA and to discuss sponsorship of the Cyber Savvy week. 

 NGSEC – Minister Joy Burch attended the meeting to present the formation of a joint 
council.  Discussion was held by members on the proposal. 
 

Coming Up – for your diary – visit www.apfacts.org.au/events for further details:  
 

 Cyber Savvy Week 15th – 19th September 2014 – Parent information sessions & Project Rockit 
 
  

http://www.apfacts.org.au/site/cyber_savvy_week.php
http://www.action.act.gov.au/
http://www.apfacts.org.au/events


 
 

 
 

Of interest:  
 

 Term 2 Newsletter – http://www.apfacts.org.au/site/newsletters.php 
 Webinar with Christopher Pyne – the Australian Parents Council (APC) put some questions 

to the Education Minister, register to watch the webinar: 
http://austparents.edu.au/webinars/webcast-qa-with-education-minister-christopher-pyne/ 

 APC Survey – Please complete the following survey on how you engage with your school, 
http://austparents.edu.au/surveys/  

 
Would you like to join any of APFACTS’ working groups:  
 

o Parent engagement 
o Students with needs : disability low English proficiency, indigenous, gifted & talented 
o Early Childhood 

o Contact: Executive.officer@apfacts.org.au  

http://www.apfacts.org.au/site/newsletters.php
http://austparents.edu.au/webinars/webcast-qa-with-education-minister-christopher-pyne/
http://austparents.edu.au/surveys/
mailto:Executive.officer@apfacts.org.au

