
Burgmann Anglican School P&F Meeting  

9 June 2016  

MINUTES  

Meeting opened: 8:10pm  

Attendance:  

Tracey Fox Wendy Preston  Jason Preston  Paul Murphy  

Stephen Anthoney Sharon Bowers  Steven Bowers  Wendy Kennedy  

Sally Dowse  Salena Kulkarni  Robert Duncombe  Paul Singer 

Nick Jonssen  Michelle Murphy  Karen Spedding  Trish Brodie  

Carly Daniel  Joanne Brudenall  Philip Spedding  John Foulcher  

 

Apologies:  

Nick Ward  

1. Principals report  

- The public speaking competition yesterday (8th June 2016) was a very positive event, and 

showcased the confidence and developing talent in our school in public speaking.  

- In terms of engagement with local politicians in the lead up to the Federal election next 

month, a short summary of education related issues is as follows:  

 If the existing government is returned:  funding has been allocated to implement 

recommendations from the Review; however, the funding appears to be primarily 

directed to government schools.  This is an ongoing point of discussion with 

representatives of government and non-government schools, and elected officials.  

 If there is a change of government:  moves have been made to engage with 

representatives of government and non-government schools, but specific 

undertakings on funding have not been made.  

- The school recently had its Year 11 and 12 Expo, which was very well attended, and we 

have received very positive feedback and follow up from the event.  

- I would again like to publicly acknowledge the significant contribution of John Foulcher 

to the school, both in general terms and more specifically to the senior school.  

- The school has written to the P&F seeking their views on using the recently discussed 

donation towards solar panels.  In support of seeking that endorsement:  

 The proposed panels would be expected to be cost neutral in approx. 5 years, and 

then generate savings for the school going forward;  

 The proposed panels would attract a grant which would assist in the initial financial 

outlay; 

 The school has investigated / performed due diligence in relation to ongoing costs 

including maintenance, which has been assessed as not significant; 

 The opportunities for tying the investment to the curriculum is significant, 

particularly in terms of environmental awareness;  and 

 The school acknowledges the other suggestions put forward, namely tiered seating, 

bus shelters and bike lockers, and note that that these remain worthwhile projects to 

support in the future.  

 



2. P&F Business  

Previous minutes 17 February 2016  

- Minutes dated 17 February 2016 taken as read. Moved – Sally; Seconded – Michelle. 

- AGREED: Minutes accepted.  

Previous minutes 10 May 2016  

- Minutes dated 10 May 2016 taken as read. Moved – Sally; Seconded – Paul. 

- AGREED: Minutes accepted.  

Action items from previous meetings  

- Insurance  

 The diocese has confirmed that the P&F is covered by the school insurance policy  

- Nachos  

 Used by the senior school for a fundraising event for the Smith Family  

- Fair Finances 

 The financials are reconciled and in order to the best of our knowledge and receipts  

- Bank signatures 

 Have been updated. Also of note, access to the Try Booking account has now been  

limited as previously discussed.  

Correspondence from Mr Bowers – proposed use of donation  

- As discussed above, during the Principal’s report 

- AGREED:   The P&F support the school proposal to use the donation towards solar 

panels.   

- AGREED: The donation will be in the sum of $50,000 (previously minuted at $46,000) 

leaving approximately $20,000 remaining in the P&F account for other business as 

needed.    

Trivia night report   

-  Overall, the night raised around $1,400, after costs including catering of approximately 

$790 and cash takings on the night of around $833.  

- The benefit of the night is not only financial however, and much positive feedback has 

been received for the organisers.  

- Of note for 2017:  

- For attendance of around 70 people, four platters would have been enough;  

- With enough notice, Office Works can entertain sponsorship in the form of printing 

posters etc;  

- With enough notice, other businesses (LJ Hooker has confirmed an interest) may 

consider sponsorship of the platters or other costs.    

 Ball preparation  

- Location likely to be The Abbey, with a cost of around $85 pp.  A change in date is 

supported to allow the change in location.  

-  AGREED: Expenditure is approved up to $5,000 to secure location; band; printing 

invitations; other expenses.     

P&F newsletter and Correspondence Register  

- For regular committee input – Tracey will send reminders ahead of the time  

- No outstanding items at this time.   

  

3. APFACTS presentation  



- APFACTS is the representative body of Parents and Friends Associations in the ACT.  

APFACTS is an apolitical and non-denominational body, aiming to support parents and 

friends associations across the ACT for the last 30 years.  

- The organisation is looking forward to more actively working with stakeholders in 2016, 

and that is supported by coming to meetings such as these, and being available to 

receive feedback / raise issues as they arise.   

- An example of this engagement with a positive outcome was the influence exerted on 

changes to school bus routes earlier in the year, which resulted in a positive change for 

students and school communities in Gungahlin.  

- Consideration is being given to how best to facilitate this engagement – whether 

through surveys / working groups etc.  All feedback welcome.  

- Robert noted he has a copy of a recent APFACTS presentation for interest, anyone 

wishing for more information please contact him / the P&F.  

Any other business    

- Gifts were presented to both Lina Blair and Sally Dowse for their significant contribution 

to the school and the P&F, in particular through their support and hard work on the 

School Fair.  

 

4. Next meeting – 2 August 2016; Valley Boardroom  

 

5. Meeting Closed:  9:15pm 

 

 


