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Early Childhood at Burgmann Anglican School is unique and innovative. We operate 

as one sub-school across two campuses. 

 

Our goal at both campuses is for children in Early Childhood to feel connected and 

cared for, and to experience an excellent education. 

 

We value the transition from family to school. We provide environments which offer 

choices that best suit each child’s needs and skills, and work in close partnership with 

families. 

 

 

In Early Childhood we believe in: 

 

 Providing rich, varied and engaging learning opportunities that are age 

appropriate 

 

 Providing a comprehensive literacy program that includes guided reading, 

exposure to, and analysis of, quality literature, and a balance between whole 

language and phonics approaches to reading, writing and spelling. We use a 

systematic phonics program in which the children are taught the main 42 

sounds of English.   

 

 Providing a Maths program that incorporates active learning with concrete 

materials and develops strong foundational numeracy skills. We use the ’Maths 

Plus’ program which provides opportunities to sequentially develop their skills 

and knowledge in the three strands of the Australian Curriculum in 

Mathematics: Number & Algebra, Measurement & Geometry and  Statistics & 

Probability 

 

 Differentiating our programs so that we are building on each child’s strengths, 

needs, and catering to their learning styles. 

 

 Providing a comprehensive curriculum including active exploration of the Arts, 

Science, History, Technology and the world around us. We also provide 

specialist lessons in PE, Music, Christian Living, Indonesian and Library.  

 

 Teaching social skills and emotional intelligence explicitly, through social skills 

programs from Preschool – Year 2 which explore resilience, inclusivity, and 

restoration of relationships.  

 

 Our Early Childhood Curriculum is based on the National Early Years Learning 

Framework in Preschool and The Australian National Curriculum for 

Kindergarten to Year 2 and beyond. 



 
 

 

Our Kindergarten Philosophy 

Our philosophy in Kindergarten is to provide an educational setting which provides a 

secure, nurturing and exciting environment for young children in their first year of 

formal schooling. We want to ensure a comfortable transition from Preschool, a 

delightful year of growing and the opportunity to build skills ready for Year 1. We 

concentrate on our classroom aesthetics to ensure that the environment is child 

friendly and that it exhibits the children’s work considerately and respectfully. 

We aim to make learning visible to families through clear and varied communication 

to parents so that we can celebrate together the rich learning in the Kindergarten 

year. We are passionate advocates for the delivery of learning experiences which 

cater to the distinctive uniqueness of our students needs in their early years of 

schooling.  

In Kindergarten, we have a very strong focus on Literacy. We utilise quality literature 

texts and leveled readers for our reading groups and home reading. This provides 

children with opportunities to be engaged with books as well as use simple texts for 

independent reading. Our literacy program involves the use of rich literature and 

quality texts supplemented by activities which immerse the children in the texts. Big 

Books are also used so that children are able to engage in whole group reading. We 

support children in learning the four reader roles: text user, text analyst, text 

participant and text decoder, thus enabling comprehensive literacy development.  

Research also suggests a strong correlation between gross motor development and 

literacy skills. For this reason we embed gross motor activities into our daily timetable 

as part of a balanced program.    

In Kindergarten we teach phonics.  The children are engaged in the introduction of 

sounds and are taught in a timely manner that supports their developmental needs. 

We use multi-sensory approaches to help consolidate understandings of sound and 

word patterns, including actions that match sounds in our Jolly Phonics program.  

In Mathematics we ensure that all children are able to develop sound mathematical 

understandings. The ‘Maths Plus’ program places a strong emphasis on developing 

understandings of mathematical concepts through concrete materials and hands on 

learning. Children are given the opportunity to practice, develop and refine these 

skills in meaningful ways.   

Art is a rich element of the Kindergarten program. We believe the children gain a 

great deal from exploring through expressing their learning and thoughts through the 

visual arts. We design activities to give our students a basis for learning about art 

technique and appreciation. We support them in producing works of art of which 

they can feel proud. 



 
 

During the Kindergarten year, children have opportunities to explore a variety of 

topics that help them to understand the world around them. Curriculum outcomes in 

Science, Technology, History and Geography are met through providing skills sessions, 

discussions and a range of materials for exploration. As well as whole group lessons, 

children often follow particular areas of interest in these disciplines. Children do many 

things in these areas including designing, making and appraising a variety of items. 

These learning experiences are varied for everyone and very rich for their learning.  

In Kindergarten we introduce a social skills program based on the Bounce Back 

program. We focus on building resilience and coping skills in children, as well as 

helping each child foster attitudes and skills that promote positive relationships at 

school. Each week we explore concepts of socialisation and introduce practical skills 

and strategies for implementing these in all aspects of their lives.  

In all elements of our curriculum we reflect differentiation in children’s learning abilities 

and needs. We group children with attention to Bloom’s taxonomy of thinking and 

Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences. Our curriculum is designed to ensure each child 

realises their individual potential. We embrace the philosophy that “in this place, 

there is time”, as we gently and thoughtfully encourage each child’s growth and 

development in their own unique way. 



 
 

Managing Behaviours Positively 

 

Behaviour Management – Early Childhood 

 

 
The staff at Burgmann Anglican School are committed to a behaviour management 

approach that supports all children and helps them to develop and refine social skills, 

resilience and relationships.   

  

Students are encouraged to be thoughtful, respectful and responsible for their own 

actions. We understand that these social skills do not always come naturally or 

immediately to children and we are committed to supporting the children to develop 

this approach in partnership with their parents. 

 

We are proactive in behaviour management.  We listen to children’s concerns 

carefully and help them to decide if they can solve a problem with the other child or 

if they need adult support.  We listen to both sides of the story (as there are always 

two sides) and aim to reach a resolution that children agree upon and are 

committed to.  We are also aware of reconnecting the children with each other so 

that they can focus on the behaviour as the problem not the person as a whole. 

These processes will be conducted in a variety of ways either with the class teacher 

through circle-time sessions or restorative practices, or with the Deputy Heads of Early 

Childhood at each campus or the Head of Early Childhood. 

 

In more serious matters the Deputy Head of Early Childhood at each campus will 

decide on appropriate consequences for each behaviour. These consequences will 

have a direct correlation to the behaviour and may involve in-school suspension, or a 

child being sent home. In the instance of a child being sent home, the Head of Early 

Childhood will be consulted and the parents will be contacted. In both these 

instances the behaviour will be documented and filed with the Head of 

School/Deputy and class teacher. 

 

Our overall goal is to have an environment at Burgmann Anglican School which is 

safe, happy and comfortable.  Social challenges amongst children are a normal part 

of their development as they work out who they are in our wider world.  We aim to 

work together to help them in this journey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Before School starts 

 

School Hours 

 Start: 8:30am [for morning line-up] 

 Finish: 3:15pm  

2017 Term Dates 

Please Note:  

Kindergarten classes on both campuses will commence on Tuesday January 31st 2017 

from 09:30am-11:00am. 

On January 31st  students should wear their full Summer Uniform. 

On the first official full day of school, Wednesday 1st February 2017 students are to 

wear their full summer uniform. 

  

Term Commences Finishes 

1 Wednesday 1st February Friday 7th April 

2 Wednesday 26th April Friday 24th June 

3 Monday 17th  July Friday 22nd September 

4 Monday 9th October Thursday 7th December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Student Stationery Requirements 2017  

Below is a list of stationery items which need to be purchased for the start of the year. 

These items can be purchased from a supplier of your choice. 

Please do not label these items. To avoid items getting lost, this stationery will be held 

in a central pool in the classroom.  

Kindergarten  

Quantity Item 

12 HB Lead Pencils 

3 Coloured pencils  12pk [full size] 

2 Coloured Markers (Textas) assorted  

6 Glue Stick ie UHU Blu 40gm  

1 Large Oil Pastels [24 or 48 pack] 

Classroom requirements for Kindergarten 2017 

All items in this list are to be clearly labelled with your child’s 

name.  

Quantity Item 

1 A3 Visual Art Diary [120 pages] 

1  Painting Smock (available from uniform shop) 

1  Burgmann A3 Art Folder (available from uniform shop) 

1  Burgmann Book Folio (available from uniform shop) 

1  Library Bag – This needs to be a cloth drawstring bag. 

1  Burgmann Schoolbag 

1  Drink Bottle to keep at school 

Everything must be brought to school on the 1st day of term 1. Please note:  No 

electric sharpeners, electric erasers or white out. 

Uniforms 

The Burgmann Anglican School uniform is available to purchase through MacDonalds 

Schoolwear located on the Corner of Gungahlin Place and Efkarpidis Street in 

Gungahlin.  Second hand uniforms are also available through Uniform Seconds 

www.uniformseconds.com.au.  Further information about uniform policy and 

requirements for each sub school can be found on the website: 

http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/community/school-contacts/uniform  

 

 

http://www.uniformseconds.com.au/
http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/community/school-contacts/uniform


 
 

Throughout the year 

Student Absences 

 If your child is absent from school please notify us before 9:00am by calling the Student 

Absence Line 6204 3266 or email to office@burgmann.act.edu.au stating your child’s 

full name and the class or teacher’s name, the date and the reason for the absence.  

 If your child is taking a planned leave of absence, you are requested to apply, in 

advance and in writing to the relevant Head of School.   

 An Exemption Certificate from the Education and Training Directorate may be 

required for some absences. More information is available on the Directorate’s 

website: http://www.det.act.gov.au/  

 In the instance where your child regularly leaves school early to attend a commitment 

such as swimming or dancing lessons, an application must be made to the Head of 

Early Childhood for approval. 

 

Late Notes and Signing Out 

 Students who are late to school (8.40am) are required to go to the relevant Campus 

Front Office to obtain a late note. Parents dropping off/picking up students during the 

school day are asked to go to the appropriate office to sign their child in/out prior to 

going to the classroom to collect them. 

Assemblies and Chapel  

Most weeks there are assemblies and chapel services at each campus. Assemblies provide 

opportunities for the classes to gather and share their work with each other, perform songs or 

stories and show art work. Chapel services gather the Early Childhood community together 

for teaching, songs and prayers in the Christian faith. Parents are welcome to attend all of 

these.  

Birthdays 

Many parents also ask if they are able to bring in birthday cakes, to which we say 

“absolutely”.  Birthdays are a time to celebrate. We encourage parents to send along simple 

patty-cakes (without too much icing or lollies on top!) which we will then share amongst the 

children. Please do not send lollies or chocolate – as per our Healthy Food Guidelines. 

 

In order that children with specific allergies do not feel excluded from these celebrations we 

recommend that their parents/guardians feel free to provide us with a small treat that they 

can safely partake of when acknowledging these special occasions, eg small packets of 

“noughts & crosses”/ natural jellies etc. to leave in the classroom in a container clearly 

labeled with your child’s name.  

 

Please post birthday invitations. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Buses 

Details of ACT school and public bus services (including services that run between the two 

campuses) are available through the ACTION website.  More information about buses and 

ticketing options for ACTION services are available on the ACTION website:  

https://www.action.act.gov.au/school_services.html 

Bus services from NSW are conducted by QCity Transit (formally Deanes) and more 

information about these services and ticketing is available on the QCity Transit website: 

http://www.qcitytransit.com.au 

Student Drop Off & Pick Up 

Please note that staff members are on duty from 8:00am each day. Students should therefore 

not be dropped at school prior to 8:00am as there is no supervision prior to this time. Whilst the 

after school pickup is determined by the amount of traffic in and around the school, students 

should be collected/depart the school grounds as close to the end of the school day 

(3:15pm) as is practically possible. 

Student Diaries  

Diaries are used for communication between school and home. Please send them in daily. 

Notes are often sent home via the diaries so please check so that you know what is 

happening at school.  

Enrichment  

There is an Enrichment Program at Burgmann Anglican School that is an integrated part of 

Early Childhood. This program aims to support the wellbeing of individual children, in 

whatever way is most needed. The Enrichment program includes literacy support, numeracy 

support, social skills support, extension groups and other programs as needed.  

Eating at school 

Mid-morning – Fruit break - children are given a 5 minute fruit break. As it is such a short time, 

please provide a small piece of fruit or cut up fruit in a container. 

 10.55am – recess – please refer to the Healthy Eating guidelines 

 1.05pm – lunch - please refer to the Healthy Eating guidelines 

To reduce waste please providing children with recess and lunch for the day that comes to 

school in reusable containers rather than pre-packaged food.   

 

 

 

 

https://www.action.act.gov.au/school_services.html
http://www.qcitytransit.com.au/


 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Healthy Food Ideas 

 

 

Fresh Fruit, fresh fruit, fresh fruit!! 

Plenty of water 

Fresh vegetables 

Sandwiches (but not peanut butter or egg) 

Savoury toppings or Jam made with 100% fruit 

Fruit straps of 100% fruit 

Plain corn chips 

Vegie chips 

Kettle brand plain potato chips 

Plain soya crisps 

Rice crackers (plain) 

Rice cakes (plain) 

Savoury crackers (with spreads such as vegemite) 

Home baked food (please avoid chocolate) 

Pikelets 

Muffins (please avoid chocolate) 

Plain Popcorn 

Carrot sticks/celery sticks 

Cheese and crackers 

Fruit pieces 

Yoghurt balls 

Dried fruit 

Chicken pieces 

Canned fruit/fruit puree/two fruit tubs etc 

Yoghurt 

Cheese sticks 

Rice 

Lavash breads with fillings 

Breads or crackers with dips 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foods NOT allowed at school 

 

Lollies 

Confectionery of any sort 

Chocolate 

Chocolate coated bars (such as muesli bars) 

Chocolate chip bars (such as muesli) 

Chocolate Muffins 

Cakes with coloured icing, lollies or chocolates on top 

M&M covered bars or snack packs 

Puffed sugared rice snacks (such as LCM bars) 

Fizzy drinks 

Cordial 

Sweetened fruit juice drinks 

Rollups and other brands of sugared fruit straps 

Sugared fruit juice lollies 

Most potato chips 

Other flavoured chips 

Chip type snacks such as Twisties, Burger Rings, Cheezels 

etc 

Left-over fast foods 

Crackers with flavouring (artificial) 

Sugared biscuits 

 

 



 
 

Kindergarten homework 

 

Spelling – children learn 2 sounds each week in class.  Worksheets relating to these 

sounds are sent home for parents to revise and to help children consolidate each 

sound and its related action. 

 

Magic words - the ‘Magic Word’ program begins in Kindergarten and is a systematic 

program focussed on learning the most common sight words. One of the most 

important skills in learning to read is mastering the most commonly occurring words in 

English. The ‘Magic Word’ program includes using coloured sheets with sight words 

and the children receive a certificate for each level achieved. 

 

Reading – children are expected to read each day.  There is a wide range of reading 

materials available for students to borrow at their appropriate reading level.  It is 

strongly encouraged that children change readers regularly.  Children are also 

encouraged to read high-interest books they borrow from the library or from their 

personal collection at home.  Students will also bring home an exercise book that 

contains high frequency words. Please also listen to your child reading these words. 

 

Oral presentations – At the beginning of each term children receive weekly topics 

linked to their Explorations unit. Students prepare short presentations to give to their 

class. These tasks are designed to increase students’ confidence when speaking in 

public. The children’s peers, as the audience, are encouraged to develop 

questioning and listening techniques to aid discussion of these topics. 

 

Library 

 

Library lessons and borrowing will occur once a week (day TBC).  Visits to the Library 

will commence in Week 3 and children need to bring a library bag each week. The 

library bag should be approximately 40cm wide by 60 cm long, with long shoulder 

straps or a drawstring to close it. Preferably, it will be made out a strong cotton or poly 

cotton fabric (not plastic).  
 

Lunch Orders 

 

Lunch orders can be made online only. 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/ 

Orders need to be placed by no later than 8:00am on the day of the required order. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Newsletter 

Up to date information regarding Early Childhood events, assemblies & chapels plus 

excursions can be found in the weekly School Newsletter, published on line every 

Friday and emailed to all parents of the school. It can also be accessed via the 

website http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/news-events/newsletters 

Additionally the ‘Parent’ tab on our website provides links to a range of useful 

information including - school policies, term dates, uniforms, fees and After School 

Care. 

Messages for Teachers 

 

Should you need to contact a teacher urgently, for example, regarding changes to 

the end of day arrangements such as pick up or after school care, please contact 

the front office staff to relay the message.  

 

Please do not email teachers directly in these circumstances.  

Please also note that when emailing the teacher for any other reasons there may be 

a 24 hour email response turn around if staff are teaching, are on co-curricular duties 

or are in meetings. 

For non urgent messages you can write in the student diary.  

Each week you will receive a weekly email outlining what is happening in your child’s 

class. 

Website 

The ‘For Parents’ section on the website contains a range of useful information for 

parents and students. The link is shown below. 

(http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/community/school-contacts) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/news-events/newsletters
http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/community/school-contacts


 
 

Calendar 

The electronic version of the school calendar is on the website 

http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/news-events/calendar. It contains all major events 

and associated forms/information notes. The calendar is updated regularly when 

information becomes available or any changes are required. It is recommended that 

families check the calendar when planning holidays etc. as student attendance at a 

number of school events is compulsory.   

Contact Details and Communication 

As we communicate with families on a regular basis via email and through Burgmann 

eNews (our school newsletter) it is important that your email address is current, 

together with your address and telephone numbers.  Any changes to your contact 

details can be sent to: office@burgmann.act.edu.au 

Parent Help 

There are always opportunities for parent help in the classroom. For example, you 

may be able to help with reading groups, numeracy groups, art lessons and 

classroom housekeeping. Your assistance is much appreciated both for supporting 

children’s learning and helping classrooms run smoothly.  

Many of our Programs in Early Childhood run very successfully with the assistance of 

parent helpers. We would like to remind you that when volunteering in the classroom 

it is necessary for you to hold a current ACT Working With Vulnerable People Card 

that has been registered with Burgmann Anglican School. You will also need to read 

our Volunteer Code of Conduct and complete, then return, the Burgmann Volunteer 

Declaration Form. Information for volunteers can be found on the school website, 

http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/community/volunteers 

We also encourage you to keep in mind that when volunteering in the classroom you 

are often expected to be available to help out where the teacher may require you 

to. This may involve working with a group of children that may or may not include 

your own child. 

We value your contributions and if you are ever unsure of how best to assist us, please 

don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/news-events/calendar
mailto:office@burgmann.act.edu.au
http://www.burgmann.act.edu.au/community/volunteers


 
 

Parent – Teacher Communication 

Throughout the year there are formal opportunities to gain feedback about your child 

and meet with the teacher. These are: 

 

Term 1 –  Parent/Teacher Interviews early in the term 

     Social Report  

Portfolio of work samples 

Term 2 –  Academic Report  

Portfolio of work samples 

 

Term 3 –  Parent/Teacher Interviews early in the term 

     Learning Journeys 

     Portfolios of work samples 

Term 4 -  Academic Report  

Portfolio of work samples 

 

We believe in a strong partnership between home and school. We are happy to 

meet with parents at other times throughout the year at your request. Brief messages 

can also be written into the diaries. We encourage you to communicate openly with 

us and work together with us for the wellbeing of your child.  

Please feel free to make appointments to meet at other times. Before and after 

school is often filled with morning devotions, duties, co-curricular or meetings and 

staff will not be available for unscheduled appointments. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Specialist Lessons  

Children will have 2 music lessons, 1 Indonesian lesson, 1 Christian Living lesson, 1 

Library and 2 PE lessons each week.  

Toys 

There are to be no toys brought to school.  Big balls that can be shared are ok for 

recess and lunch times. 

Waste Wise Wednesday 

In Early childhood we participate in a Waste Wise Wednesday whereby each 

Wednesday students bring their recess and lunch in reusable or recyclable 

packaging. Some hints include using foil instead of glad wrap, checking that 

prepackaged food wrappers have the recycle logo on them, reusing zip lock bags 

and using containers that can be washed and reused instead of put in the bin. 

 

 

 

We hope you find the information in this booklet helpful. Further information about 

details, such as your child’s timetable, will be distributed at the beginning of the 

school year. 

 

Please talk to staff about any questions or concerns you have, at any time during the 

year ahead. We look forward to sharing in this year of your child’s educational 

journey. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


