Welcome to Bethany
Bethany is an alive, vibrant school community. We have experienced a huge amount of change
over the life of the school and the journey that we have travelled has been immense. The
challenges that we have faced since 1982 when the school started have served to refine our
understanding of what we want our school to be and to do for our students.
Bethany school staff members are dedicated to sharing their passion for learning with the
students. This is done in a way that is grounded in developing them as people. We want to help
children with values and standards formation that will carry them through life. We want our
children to grow up to be great people that we can all be proud to know.
Our teachers are Christian and have completed studies in Christian Education. They are all
accredited as Lutheran teachers. They are committed to providing a quality Christian education
assisting children to develop an enjoyment of learning and growing in maturity. Teachers design
units of work which challenge students within the context of building strong relationships. Through
the Christian Studies Program and the Behavioural Management/Restorative Practices Program
children are taught the value of developing positive ways of working together.
Children today need to have excellent skills in the core learning areas and
be ready for the wide variety of opportunities and challenges which the
changing world will bring. Technology is one of the many tools which
students use in their learning to find, construct and apply knowledge
purposefully.
As you step into our school, we hope that you are able to gain a glimpse
of the special nature of our school and the school community. It is an
exciting, happy learning community which is warm and supportive while
maintaining high standards in academic achievement, yet accepting the
individual needs of students.
Neil P. Schiller, J.P (QUAL), Dip T, Grad Dip Th Ed, B Ed Admin, MEd, MACEL - Principal

Mission
Centred on Christ, providing quality education, empowering
students to serve and achieve.

Vision
Be acknowledged as an innovator of Christian primary
education, with vibrant community partnerships.
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Values and Beliefs
The beliefs and values held by Ipswich Lutheran Parish, Bethany School Board and the staff of our
school determine the way we care for children and the kind of education we embrace. Our school
has expressed our values and beliefs through the following statements.
1. The foundation of lifelong learning
We believe that Jesus Christ is Lord of all. Learning begins with the understanding that true
knowledge and wisdom come from God. All aspects of learning and living occur in the context of
the creative power and love of God. He provides forgiveness and an eternal future through His
Son. God's Word is the authority and guide to our school community; through it we are
empowered to grow as whole people, richly blessed for life.
2. Children are a valued gift
Each individual in our school is valued. God places the value of His Son on us. Therefore, our school
celebrates the uniqueness of individuals and strives to extend the talents of all to reach their
highest level:
 in spiritual growth;
 in academic learning;
 in physical and cultural endeavour;
 And in social and emotional wellbeing.
Children need love, acceptance, limits on their behaviour, challenge and success, to help them
grow and develop their abilities fully. Problem solving and play are important to children and are
valued approaches in learning.
3. A positive atmosphere
Children need time to be children and therefore we strive to provide a safe environment where
mistakes are stepping stones to growth and a positive atmosphere of success is authentically lived.
Forgiveness is valued and practised freely in our school.
4. Sharing
All in our community share a responsibility towards others. Each values themselves,
 values others,
 values their own freedom,
 Values the freedom of others…
And each person aims to
 care,
 support,
 encourage,
 serve,
 And respect others.
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5. Caring
All children and members of the school community need to value working together to provide
excellent resources, environment, example and opportunity for each other and to take pride in
serving our community.
6. Supporting
Parents are the most important people in the lives of their children. As a school, our aim is to assist
parents to achieve the best possible outcome in providing a foundation for life for their children.
We strive for excellence in education through working as a team; parents and school are partners
in teaching and learning.
7. The school environment
The environment is a gift to all; nature is to be preserved, protected and treasured. We therefore
help one another to value and care for our environment.

A school of the Ipswich Lutheran Parish
Bethany Lutheran Primary School is a school of the Ipswich Lutheran Parish. The Parish believes
that one of the most important gifts that a child can receive in their growing years is a quality
Christian education. The Parish strongly supports the school by providing:
 Chaplaincy and counselling to the staff and the school community
 Sharing the buildings and resources of the Parish with the school
 Supporting the school’s annual program of events
 Empowering the school in planning and development
 Caring for the school as part of the Parish
 The school is one of the ways through which the Parish reaches out in service to the Ipswich
community.

Lutheran Education — a National System
Bethany Lutheran Primary School is part of Lutheran
Education Queensland. As part of the Lutheran System of
schools, we are supported by the District and National offices
of Lutheran Education in the areas of curriculum
development, professional development of staff, financial and
industrial responsibility and in networking with other schools
and professional bodies. Bethany’s educational program is
provided as a service to all in the community who desire an
excellent education within a Christian community context.

The Bethany Community
Bethany LPS was established in 1982 by Bethany Lutheran Church Raceview. The school has grown
and maintained its character as a family school, while developing an excellent program to support
students to grow in character, wisdom and knowledge.
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Governance
Bethany LPS is a school of the Lutheran Church of Australia (Queensland District) and is owned and
operated by the Ipswich Lutheran Parish. The School Board consists of members of the Ipswich
Lutheran Parish and is responsible for setting policy and guiding the future direction of the school.
Staff
The Bethany staff is selected for its expertise and excellence. Staff form a dedicated Christian team,
committed to delivering quality teaching and learning programs to students. Staff members are
learners themselves who value growing their skills in teaching through Professional Development
Programs.
Parent support
Parent involvement in school life is encouraged and highly valued. As parents and teachers work
together, a strong framework of support is enjoyed by our students. Parents help in classrooms,
in the Perceptual Motor Program, in assisting with supervision on camps and excursions, as officials
at sports carnivals and by being on the Tuckshop roster.
Each Year Level has Parent Representatives who support the teacher and plan functions for
parents to become better acquainted.
An active Parent and Friends Association organises family social events throughout the year.
Together we form a strong learning community.

Facilities
Bethany Lutheran Primary School is well-equipped with modern facilities. Spacious classrooms,
purpose-built learning areas and large stretches of open space for running and playing, work to
provide a spacious and open feel to our school.
The school site comprises of 4.2 hectares of land with street frontage being limited to two house
block entrances; the School entrance at 126 Cascade Street and the Church entrance at 86
Raceview Street. Moving from east to west, we have our ovals, the modular classrooms, Year 4 to
6 classrooms, Library and school carpark, the administration, the undercover area, the Prep and
Year 1 classrooms, the Church, the church carpark and the Bethany Community Kindergarten.
The school commenced a rebuilding
program in 2003 with the purchase of 5
modular classrooms with support areas.
Since that time all the original classrooms
have been demolished and new classrooms
built. Movement on black soil had rendered
the original classrooms unsuitable for
repair. This gave the opportunity for a new
Master Plan to be developed and with the
assistance of Capital Funding the school has
excellent new air conditioned facilities. The
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Undercover area and the new Library will capably serve an enrolment of 400 students.
Learning areas are air-conditioned with a Phonic Front Row Sound System installed in each
classroom. LED screens and Interactive Whiteboards assist teachers to present a dynamic learning
experience for the students.

School Hours
Session times for classes are as follows (Monday to Friday):
1st session

8.30am to 10.30am

2 hours

2nd session

11.10am to 12.40pm

1 hour 30 minutes

3rd session

1.25pm to 2.55pm

1 hour 30 minutes

Curriculum
Students participate in a broad and balanced curriculum, which enhances the whole person. The
journey throughout the primary years provides students with a strong foundation for future
learning and life.
The school functions under the requirements for registration as set down by the Queensland
Department of Education, but maintains the right to teach the curriculum from a Christian
perspective. At Bethany, we use the Australian Curriculum, adapting it where necessary to meet
our aims and the needs of the children. A wide range of teaching materials and resources are used
by teachers in preparing the units of study
undertaken by the children. The staff support
students in their growth and development as
a whole person, in laying a strong foundation
for lifelong skills in all spheres of life. While
the curriculum drives learning, ICT and skills
in applying strategies, knowledge and values
are taught to assist students in negotiating
their way forward in the working and social
world of the future.
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We are conscious of the need to prepare
our children to attend a wide variety of
secondary schools, both state and
independent. The teaching staff, working
together, plan the program with care,
aiming to bring each child to the highest
level of which he or she is capable. We aim
to assist each child to achieve a high level of
literacy, numeracy and communication
abilities, while providing a rich variety of
experience throughout all areas of the
curriculum.

Subject Areas
Emphasis on the core learning areas of English and Mathematics
These areas are vital to the development of learning in all other areas. Our students need to be
literate in so many ways today. Students need to develop skills in finding, evaluating and
processing information. They need to work with others and be able to share understandings,
debate them and use skills and processes to solve problems. Our students more than ever need to
be well-rounded people with high level thinking skills. A narrow, purely academic curriculum will
not serve children well in the future they are facing.
HASS, Health and Physical Education (HPE), Science, Technology and The Arts are taught using the
Australian Curriculum. Children have the opportunity to learn computer skills using classroom
computers, laptops and Ipads. Year 4 to Year 6 students take part in a one-on-one iPad Program.
All classrooms have access to the Internet and are intra-netted through school servers.
Christian Studies
Through this curriculum, students have the opportunity to
evaluate the values and standards of the society around them
and have a choice in the values that they adopt for living with
others. Our children are receiving a vast array of messages from
the TV and the media, messages which should not be simply
accepted as their moral values. Real life issues are managed
through our spiritual understandings. Our young people need to
be connected to values that build a positive community.
ICT and Ipads
At Bethany Lutheran Primary School, we are passionate about
the effective use of ICTs.
All staff (teachers and support staff) actively participate in
fortnightly professional development. We believe this is
important to ensure the effective and engaging use of ICTs is
maintained, and that transparency and consistency occurs
across the school.
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We have a strong focus on the ICT infrastructure of the school including its continual maintenance
and upgrading. In the early years (Prep – Grade 3), learning is enhanced around the effective
integration of laptops and iPads across all Learning Areas. Each of these rooms have access to
laptops and iPads.
In the upper years (Grades 4-6), learning is enhanced through the use of a 1:1 iPad program within
an Agile Learning Framework. Learning in this area of the school is conducted in communal spaces
that provide an opportunity for people to work together in new ways. The creation of these types
of spaces develops students that are more responsible and independent, as they feel they have
control and choice over their environment and a higher level of trust is created. These
environments promote collaboration and interdependence, while increasing flexibility in the way
we learn and where we learn.
HASS (Humanities and Social Sciences)
The Humanities and Social Sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social,
cultural, environmental, economic and political contexts. The humanities and social sciences have
a historical and contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and consider challenges for
the future.
In the Australian Curriculum, the Humanities and Social Sciences learning area includes a study of
history, geography, and civics and citizenship.
Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, students will develop the ability to question,
think critically, solve problems, communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change.
Thinking about and responding to issues
requires an understanding of the key
historical, geographical, political, economic
and societal factors involved, and how these
different factors interrelate.
The Humanities and Social Science subjects
in the Australian Curriculum provide a broad
understanding of the world in which we live,
and how people can participate as active and
informed citizens with high-level skills
needed for the 21st century.
Science
Science provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of important science
concepts and processes, the practices used to develop scientific knowledge, of science’s
contribution to our culture and society, and its applications in our lives. It provides an
understanding of scientific inquiry methods, a foundation of knowledge across the disciplines of
science, and develops an ability to communicate scientific understanding and use evidence to solve
problems and make evidence-based decisions. The curriculum supports students to develop the
scientific knowledge, understandings and skills to make informed decisions about local, national
and global issues and to participate, if they so wish, in science-related careers.
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Library
Each class participates in a weekly Library lesson taken by our Teacher Librarian. Research skills
are discussed and practiced during these lessons.
Music
Each week, students from Prep- Year 6
participate in a Music lesson presented by a
Specialist Music Teacher. Students from Year
2 learn to play the Recorder and students in
Year 4-6 begin to learn the Xylophone.
Students are taught Music Appreciation as
well as Music Theory and Practice.
The Arts
Students at Bethany Lutheran Primary School
are exposed to Drama, Media, Art and Dance
from the moment they step onto campus. Lessons across these Arts Subjects are taught from Prep
to Year 6 in our Performing Arts Centre each week. Each Arts Subject is rotated through over the
year.
Students in Years 4-6 utilise the 1-to-1 iPad
Program during Media Arts lessons to create
and present pieces of work that go beyond the
limits of their imagination.
Every two years, all students are involved in a
whole-school Musical.
Instrumental Music Program
Students may begin to learn an instrument from
Year 1. Bethany has qualified music teachers in
the following areas: piano, strings, woodwind,
percussion and guitar. Students receive tuition during the school day. An additional fee applies to
those taking advantage of this excellent program.
Students are also invited to take part in the Junior and Senior School Choirs. Student groups
perform at school, community and church functions.
Excursion & Camps, Cultural Learning Experiences
Bethany also has a broad range of cultural experiences. Bethany has its own buses allowing us to
run an exciting program of Outdoor Education and a variety of well-chosen excursions to enhance
the educational program. Years 3 to 6 take part in Outdoor Education Programs- School Camps. All
camps are integrally linked to the curriculum and enhance student learning.
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Debating
Students in Year 6 have the opportunity to be a part of the Bethany Debating Team. This team
competes against other local schools and have been very successful in the past.
Learning how to debate has many benefits for primary school children. It helps them develop their
speaking skills and ability to express themselves verbally in front of a group, which builds
confidence. It builds their critical listening skills and their ability to respond to what other people
are saying. Debating skills also help students in the classroom as it helps them understand how to
structure their work and make their points clearly.
Learning to debate can help children to develop their research skills. Research can be an
important part of debating, especially if you’re setting children a topic that they don’t know much
about. However, some debates, particularly those on subjects that are close to children’s own
experiences, involve no preparation at all, and encourage them to think on their feet: an equally
important skill.
Through debating, children can broaden their horizons and begin to explore big ethical
questions. Teaching them to see things from a range of perspectives is a real life skill that will help
them as they move on into secondary school and beyond. Debating also builds self-esteem: It’s
highly validating for children to be asked for their opinion, and shows them that their thoughts
and voice matter.
Swimming
All students have a weekly lesson for four weeks during Terms 1 and 4. Students progress through
a skills-based swimming program, gaining certificates as they master what is expected at each Year
Level. The lessons are conducted at McMahon's Swim Factory.
Physical Education (PE) & Competitive sport
Students at Bethany are exposed to many different sports during PE classes. The goal is to promote
lifelong participation and enjoyment of exercise and sport, while fostering a healthy active
lifestyle. Other lifelong lessons can be learnt through sport including but not limited to; team spirit,
mateship, work ethic and persistence.
Bethany students are given the
opportunity to participate and compete
in interschool sport competition in
grades 4-6. This is an avenue for
students to learn teamwork and the
specific skills required for the chosen
sport. Bethany competes in the Ipswich
District school sport competition. Sports
offered include: football (soccer),
netball, swimming, Oztag, Auskick and
athletics.
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Inter-house carnivals are held for swimming and athletics. These events are opportunities for
students to take part in friendly competition against other students in the school. Students are
divided into 3 houses: Brisbane, Bremer and Bundamba.

In Summary, the curriculum at Bethany focuses on student
learning to develop the whole person.
We seek to develop:
 Physical wellbeing - through providing a safe happy learning community where learning is
valued in a context of academic excellence. All strive to achieve their best.
 Emotional wellbeing - through assisting students in developing strategies for building
relationships and skills in teamwork.
 Mental wellbeing - through developing capacity for learning and innovation.
 Spiritual wellbeing - through encouraging connectedness, values and partnerships with
others / developing students who use wisdom and foresight.
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Agile Learning @ Bethany
Rationale
Agile Learning at Bethany reflects current research and knowledge of 21 st Century teaching and
learning practices. The aim in using Agile Learning is to improve student learning outcomes.
Decisions about learning space design must support and enhance current and emerging
pedagogies and technologies. Learning needs to be collaborative, flexible, adaptive, intuitive and
open-ended. Back in 2008, state and federal government representatives met to discuss the future
of education. It was there that the Melbourne Declaration was drafted and agreed upon. This
declaration defines education as that which “equips young people with the knowledge,
understanding, skills and values to take advantage of opportunity and to face the challenges of this
era with confidence” (Melbourne Declaration, 2008). Students need to know how to use
knowledge and skills to think critically, apply knowledge to new situations, analyse information,
comprehend new ideas, communicate, collaborate, solve problems and make decisions.
Agile learning spaces provide a variety of spaces that can be used for specific learning tasks and
activities. These spaces are flexible and allow students to connect, communicate and engage in
self-directed learning. Areas can be configured to suit learning styles and help generate engaging
and exciting learning opportunities. Agile learning spaces allow adults and support staff to work
within the space, meaning students have access to support more readily.
There are four main areas in Agile learning spaces at Bethany:
CAVE
A safe dwelling, a hiding place and retreat for focus and concentration. The cave is an enclosed
area where traditional cultures sheltered during the cold and preserved food. Caves are
sanctuaries where one can stay safe and be protected from natures. This place is one of meditation
and self-reflection.
CAMPFIRE
The campfire is a place to collaborate, share ideas and tell stories. Typically, in some form of circle,
the group is gathered around the storyteller, who directs the conversation, however, it also allows
contributions from all members of the group. This space was inspired by a traditional way of life
as a source of warmth, cooking food, mythology and tribal collaboration.
WATERING HOLE
The human need to socialize, unwind and refresh is essential. Places with water are a source of
refreshment and replenishment. It is the source of all life and culture. This is a place where
everyone can simultaneously be a learner and a teacher.
MOUNTAIN TOP
Traditional cultures use mountain tops to consult higher beings and listen to the leader as he
directed others. It involves respected people presenting vital information and charting a course of
action if necessary.
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At Bethany, we focus on providing a constructionist learning environment that engages all learners
and their learning styles. It enables social and collaborative learning, integrated curriculum
delivery, inquiry-based learning, student-directed learning, direct/explicit instruction, creative and
critical thinking, relationship building and problem solving skills. We are educating children for
their future which is not well defined as yet, especially in the jobs and skills that will be required
by all. This approach is something which is used across the school from Prep-Year 6.

Aims
The implementation of Agile Learning at Bethany aims to:
 Prepare students for their future by incorporating flexible and self-directed learning,
including emerging technologies
 Improve student engagement
 Support students in becoming more confident in using/applying a range of problem solving
skills
 Offer any place, anywhere, anytime access to online learning
 Personalise and differentiate the curriculum for each individual
 Increase student connectedness to others
 Locate, analyse and construct knowledge obtained from a variety of sources

Implementation
The implementation of Agile Learning at Bethany has students from all classes in a year level work
collaboratively in one learning space. Working in this innovative, structured but student-orientated
learning space enables:
 teachers to share the responsibility for teaching every student
 teachers share the planning, assessment and reporting to enable a more efficient
curriculum delivery
 small focused groups based on individual student learning goals and needs
 teachers to offer a high-quality and effective use of ICTs by providing eLearning
opportunities
 a thorough, well-resourced Cybersafety program focusing on appropriate online
behaviours and digital citizenship used throughout the school
 a more regular opportunity to communicate on a regular basis with parents and carers
 Teachers to identify current strengths, priorities and goals for learning for each student
Examples of Agile Learning Environments in other locations
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Library
Library Hours:
 8:00am – 3:00pm Monday & Wednesday’s (open early for students, parents and younger
siblings)
 8:25am – 3:00pm Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
The Library is open for students Monday-Thursday lunchtimes.
We have an open door policy – if Mrs Crump is at the circulation desk, she is available to staff,
students and parents regardless of the time.
What we offer Students: Comfortable and inviting spaces
 A selection of age-appropriate reading material - Fiction and non-fiction books
 Regular borrowing
 Students may borrow the following number of books:o Prep – Year 2 = 2 books
o Year 3 – Year 4 = 3 books
o Year 5 – Year 6 = 4 books
 Library bags upon enrolment as part of the students book pack. These bags have been
specifically chosen as they are water-proof.
 Support with homework and research
at lunchtimes.
 A place to relax at lunchtimes – play
board games, read, chat quietly with
friends
 Scholastic Book Club
 Competitions
 Participation in the Ipswich Story
Sports Competition
 Book Week Parade
What we offer our Families: Library membership for parents and
younger siblings to borrow our books
 The Library opens early every Monday and Wednesday mornings to encourage families to
come in to browse and borrow.
Library Events: Book Week
 Visiting authors and illustrators
 SAFI (StoryArts Festival Ipswich – Biennially)
 Book Fairs
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Relational Management and Restorative
Justice
Key Principles
 The people involved in a conflict / disagreement are the best ones to work together to
resolve it.
 Fair process means that everyone has a voice and is heard. We need to restore 2 aspects:
- Repair the harm done by the action or word
- Repair the relationships
 Parties agree on an appropriate consequence should the damaging action / behaviour
occur again.
“It is not small people who ask for forgiveness. It is large hearted, magnanimous, courageous
people who are ready to say what are some of the most difficult words in any language: ‘I am
sorry’. But once uttered, they open the way to a new opportunity, the possibility of a new
beginning, the chance to start again having learnt a lesson from the past”.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
Restorative Practices - A Brief Explanation
Restorative Practice is an evolving area & multifaceted in nature. It is more than an intervention
to deal with inappropriate behaviour & promotes building respectful relationships as a foundation
for teaching & learning.
Restorative Practice provides a focus on developing positive relationships between all members of
the school community, opportunities for people to take responsibility for their behaviour &
learning.
This requires that teachers actively create the space where students can experience situations that
develop their emotional & social capacity in order to support & assist them in taking responsibility
for their behaviour & learning.
Restorative Practice is not a program but
rather a way of being. It requires teachers
to be explicit about their pedagogy &
practices & deal with the myriad of
programs & expectations in a consistent
way.
Restorative Practices assists teachers,
students and parents to build, maintain and
restore relationships.
Restorative Practices will help build
capacity to enable students to self-regulate behaviour and contributes to the improvement of
learning outcomes.
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Three key Questions
1. What happened?
2. Who or what was hurt?
3. How can we fix it?
Social/emotional literacy is very important.

Beginning the journey with Prep
Bethany Prep is an exciting, activity-based learning environment. The caring and experienced staff
provide an early childhood program with developmentally appropriate activities that foster selfesteem, confidence and encourage a love for learning. The program is dynamic and designed to
give children a very positive and supportive start in their own personal learning journey.
“Children are strong, rich and capable. All children have preparedness, potential, curiosity, and interest in
constructing their learning, negotiating with everything their environment brings to them.” Lella Gandini

The first year of formal schooling.
Prep will set children on the path to lifelong learning. Prep provides the foundation children need
to succeed at school by developing:
 A positive approach to learning
 Independence and confidence
 Thinking and problem solving
 Language skills
 Early literacy and numeracy
 Physical abilities, including gross and fine motor skills
 Australian Curriculum- English, Maths, HASS (Science, History, Geography), HPE etc.
What will your child learn in the Prep Year?
The learning experiences in the Prep Year will help your child to:
 take on responsibilities
 become more independent
 respect other people
 cooperate with others
 make sensible choices about their health and safety
 develop their physical skills
 develop their oral language
 develop their early literacy understandings
 develop their early mathematical
understandings
 learn how to be thinkers and problem solvers
 use their imagination and creativity
 learn about their environment.
Children begin Year One having been introduced to
school English and Maths programs such as LEM Phonics, Words their Way and Targeting Maths.
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They also participate in the school You Can Do it Program, as well as the Perceptual Motor
Program, which assists with language concepts, verbalising what they are doing and helping
develop coordination and memory.
Children in Queensland must by law turn 5 by 30th June in the year of starting Prep. This also
means that they must turn 6 by 30th June in the year they commence Year One.
The bright spacious Prep centre has:
 Strong, Christian activity-based program
 Emphasis on literacy and numeracy
 Gradual transition into main school
 Written reports
 Full time teacher aides
 Perceptual Motor Program
 ‘You Can Do It’ program
 Supportive buddy system
 Fully supervised eating
 Inside toilets and a kitchen
 Prep playground
 Air conditioned classrooms
 Parental involvement in the program is highly encouraged
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such
as these.” Matthew 19:14-15

Leadership
Students in Year 6 attend Leadership
conferences to develop their leadership skills
to serve within the school community and
beyond. The Senior students are also trained to
operate the Sound Desk in the Chapel and are
actively involved in running the audio and
visual equipment during School Assembly and
Chapel services. The Year 6 students lead the
School Assembly and assist our School Pastor
during the Chapel Services in various roles. The
Student Council conduct various free-dress
days and events throughout the year to
support charities.

Pastoral Care
Bethany’s chaplaincy service aims to assisting the staff to build healthy relationships and provide
pastoral care to the students of the school. Chaplaincy is an important part of providing a
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supportive school environment and ensuring that students have a positive experience at the
school.
The ‘Chappy Space’, operating on Mondays and Wednesdays during morning tea, is an informal
drop-in space where all students are welcome to chat, participate in craft activities or learn to play
the ukulele.

Learning Enhancement
Students with specific learning needs are supported in their learning through Special Education
Programs.
The school offers:
 Perceptual Motor Program — early years
 Support-a-Reader
 Intervention Programs arranged through the Learning Support Teacher
 Participation in the Maths Teams Challenge and the Australian Schools Competitions.

Assessment
Student Report Cards are issued at the end of Terms 2 and 4.
Students take part in the Year 3 and 5 National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN).
Interviews are offered at the end of Term 1 and may be requested by parents or teachers
throughout the year.

Chapel and
Assembly
A school worship time and a school
assembly are held each week. Students
regularly take part in both of these special
community celebrations. These events bring
us together and help us to share our beliefs
and values.

Tuckshop & Uniform Shop
The Tuckshop is open every Tuesday and Thursday.
The Uniform Shop is open Tuesday mornings and Friday afternoons.
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Maintaining a safe, supportive environment
Beginning at Prep, children take part in a program called “You Can Do It”. Children learn important
skills for personal development. These skills are practised in the context of daily living in our school.
The program focuses on 5 skill areas; Organisation, Confidence, Persistence, Getting Along and
Resilience. They are supported and underpinned by the values of “Living in Community — Values
for Lutheran Schools”.
At Bethany we value and we endeavour to live a life that expresses Love, Justice, Compassion,
Forgiveness, Service, Courage, Humility, Hope, Quality and Appreciation.
Students are assisted to develop high self-esteem and attitudes that reflect honesty, integrity and
concern for others. An atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation is fostered.

Parent Communications
 Bethany App
Keep up to date with information! Within
the App, you have access to the School
Calendar and Notices, as well as the School
Newsletter added each week. You can also
contact the classroom teachers, office and
bus drivers through this easy-to-use email
message system. Using the App, you are
able to notify the office regarding your
child’s absence from school. Free and easy
to download from the App store for
Android and Apple products.

 Bethany Facebook page
Follow our School community page for reminders, photos and news, plus more.

Bethany School Bus
The Bethany School bus is available to students in Year 1 – 6 (Prep is subject to the Prep teacher
and Principal’s discretion) for transportation to and from school. The cost is $2.50 per trip per
child.
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Outside School Hours Care (OSHC)
We recognise that many families require this service for their children. Establishing a Bethany
OSHC Service is a high priority for our School Council and Administration Team. We are currently
in discussions with QLECS (Queensland Lutheran Early Childhood Services). We are working to have
this service operating within our school in the very near future.

Bethany Lutheran Primary School logo
The dominant feature of the logo is the cross on which Jesus died for the sins of all people. It is
bright red reminding us that Jesus shed his blood for us and paid the punishment that we deserve.
We now stand innocent before God. The fluid movement of the cross, indicated by the shadow,
reminds us that the cross of Jesus brings life to all who trust in him. This life is one of empowerment
to develop the gifts and talents God has given each person that we can serve others and give glory
to Him. The cross also reminds us that through faith in Jesus we have eternal life after death. In
addition the cross forms a stylised teacher both guiding new students into the Bethany school
community and also ‘releasing’ the students well prepared and ready for the next phase of their
life’s journey.
A silhouette of a book supports the cross. This underscores Bethany’s central aim of providing
excellence in education within the framework of a Christian community. Children are cared for and
supported as whole people to grow into mature individuals who care for others and value learning
as a lifelong pursuit.
The Stars of Bethlehem visually acknowledge the individuality of each student, differently gifted
and precious to God and to the community in which they participate. The stars are positioned to
represent the Southern Cross, reminding us of our distinct identity as Australians and as people
who share in caring for our country. We work to provide a rich legacy for future generations. The
stars reach towards the sky eager for “release” (students like doves being freed) to take their place
in the world. The solid yellow star, like the star of Bethlehem, acts as a beacon. It draws people to
the truth that God’s word is the only solid foundation on which to build our life.
Finally, the words “Jesus is Lord” appear as the cover of the
book. These words are an early Christian confession used at
Baptism, as well as being the centrepiece for preaching,
teaching and worship. This confession proclaims the
relationship we are invited to have with Jesus.
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