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a lifetime of learning and discovery 
with our Kingdom Kids 
We are all born with a desire to learn and have a natural curiosity that drives us to discover the world we live 
in. If you have forgotten what natural curiosity looks like, just spend some time with a child. At Kingdom 
Kids Early Learning Centre we get such enjoyment from all our young children, eager to explore, discover, 
wonder and question. 

as early learning educators, we watch 
with joy as young children travel on the 
journey of discovery and as language 
skills develop, we are there to answer 
the seemingly constant question of 
‘But why?’ We don’t have to ‘make’ 
our children curious. In fact, research 
indicates that children have an innate 
internal desire to learn, motivating them 
to seek out new experiences.

Asking ‘why’ is an important way for 
a child to learn and to connect with 
the adults in their life. While it can be 
tiring constantly answering the ‘whys’, 
at Kingdom Kids we see it as not only a 
request for facts, but as an invitation to 
enter into a discussion. Children in the 
early stages of language development 
may not always use words the same way 
as we do. When a child asks ‘Why’, they 
are basically saying, ‘I am interested in 
this. Let’s talk about it together. Tell me 
more about it’

Listening to the “whys” can help us 
be aware of what the children in our 

lives are thinking about, and gives us 
an opportunity to engage with them in 
greater depth.  For example, when our 
children ask us why Grandma has grey 
hair, we could discuss growing old, the 
fact that people are different, and have 
different hair, which can include colour, 
style and length. As their language 
and cognitive skills develop, we can 
extend their learning by answering their 
questions with questions. When we 
respond with ‘Well, why do you think?’ a 
shared adventure of discovery begins. 

Centre Director at Kingdom Kids 
Early Learning Centre, Mrs Trish 
Stephens says, “We work within two 
complimentary frameworks, both of 

which allow the natural curiosity of the 
children to drive the program. They are 
encouraged to ask questions and seek 
answers about the things that interest 
them. These frameworks are The Early 
Years Framework, which is a play-
based approach and the International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme, 
which is an inquiry-based approach.”

If you would like to know more about 
these Learning Frameworks, please do 
come and talk to us at Kingdom Kids 
Early Learning Centre. We consider it our 
great privilege to be involved with our 
young children and the early days of the 
incredible life long journey of learning 
and discovery.

I keep six honest serving men, They taught 
me all I knew;
Their names are What and Why and When, 
And How and Where and Who.       
- Rudyard Kipling



from humble beginnings at the springwood campus, the College has grown 

into a thriving learning community thanks to the seeds of faith and prayers of 

the College founders.  Since its commencement, the College has enjoyed strong 

partnerships with the church and College parents – partnerships that continue 

today.  The vibrancy of our school community is typifi ed by our fantastic 30th 

anniversary carnival which was supported by many families and friends of our 

College community.

This edition features a timeline of the College since its commencement. 

Highlighted in this edition are many student accomplishments and achievements 

which have happened this year. I am sure that you will enjoy reading the feature 

articles about the exciting learning experiences happening in the classrooms and 

appreciate the enriching co-curricular and extra-curricular opportunities that are 

being provided for our students. You will read about how we develop Christian 

character and empower our students to become strong and infl uential leaders.  You 

will be brought up-to-date with the whereabouts of some of our College alumni and 

their refl ections on how the College has shaped their lives.

In this milestone year, as we celebrate our 30th anniversary, my hope is that we 

will never take for granted what we have, and that we will thank God for His blessing 

on our College, past and present. Thank you for your support throughout this year. 
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Martin luther king’s famous words, 
‘I have a dream,’ is at the very heart of 
the Calvary Christian College story. 
The founding families had a vision for 
aff ordable Christian Primary education. 
Owen and Jeanette Bunker, two of our 
founding parents, said the vision became 
a reality when a top educationalist, John 
Roulston, joined the Uniting Church 
Synod and provided his support to the 
initiative. 

The 33 founding families put their faith 
into action by enrolling their children in a 
school that, at the time, didn’t even exist. 
There was only 34 acres of bushland. 

 In 1984, at our current Springwood 
Campus, Logan Uniting Primary School 
(LUPS - the College’s original name) 
opened its doors for the fi rst time. Louise 
Bunker (now Ashdown) and 37 other 
students ranging from Years One to Four 
gathered at the sound of the school bell, 
a cow bell, in front of two demountable 
classrooms, for what would be the 
beginning of the Calvary we know and 
love today. With no electronic bell in the 
early days, as the school day progressed, 
the school (cow) bell was often forgotten, 
as teachers and students were so 
engrossed in teaching and learning. 

 The students were taught by founding 
teachers Mrs Karen Webster and Mrs Ann 
Doyle, who taught composite classes of 
Years One and Two, and Years Three and 

Four. The playground equipment was a 
sandpit, a pyramid and a climbing frame. 
Playtime at lunch break was a great fun 
as all the students knew each other and 
it usually involved a game of “Red Rover”. 
A bushwalk to the creek, which no longer 
exists due to the oval and parking area, 
was a time to forage for little creature’s 
great and small. There was also a quiet, 
tranquil area with logs for seating, 
known as the Bush Chapel, which was 
the location for special assemblies. It 
continued to be used into the 1990s, 
even for the occasional lesson, and was 
frequented by local fauna living in the 
area including wallabies, koalas, lizards 
and snakes. 

 By 1985 there were six staff  and 107 
students from Years One to Five and the 
fi rst school building came later that year. 
In 1986 Mr Tim Rogers was appointed 
Principal and the God-centred curriculum 
was developed. 

 In the early LUPS days of Calvary, as with 
the beginnings of any vision, there was a 
great deal of ideas, faith, testing, blessings 

and miracles. It was here that the strong 
and nurturing community that is the 
foundation of Calvary Christian College, 
was forged. These humble and courageous 
beginnings were the foundation stone for 
the vibrant and loving Calvary community 
that we have today. 

 In 1987 the need for a secondary 
school was identifi ed, when the fi rst class 
of graduates left Year Seven. In 1991 
land was purchased in Carbrook and in 
1992 Calvary Christian College’s second 
campus opened with about 180 students. 
In the early days of the Carbrook Campus, 
the school was known as Logan Uniting 
Christian Colleges and the school offi  ce, 
housed in the original farmhouse, stood 
where our Administration Centre stands 
today. The College continued to grow 
and over time new classrooms were built, 
including the Cunningham auditorium 
and the Calvary Community Centre, and 
the current Year Six block that is named 
after founding teacher Anne Doyle. 

 Our fi rst Year Twelve class graduated 
in 1996. Among them Rachel Davies, who 

30 years – 30 MeMOrIes
As Calvary Christian College celebrates its 30th Anniversary this year, we celebrate how 
much a dream, combined with faith and action, can achieve. 
As Calvary Christian College celebrates its 30th Anniversary this year, we celebrate how 
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started at LUPS in Year One, was 
the fi rst Year Eight student at 
Calvary when it opened in 1992 
and proudly completed Year 12 
in 1996. 

 The year 2000 saw the 
school renamed Calvary 
Christian College and the 
introduction of the motto, 
‘Learning in the Light of Christ’ 
and the new school uniform. 

 In 30 years, Calvary 
has had only three principals. The founding Principal, Mr Tim 
Rogers was at the College from 1985. Mr Mike Millard followed 
him from 1998 to 2008, and the current Principal is Mrs Cathy 

Hockey. All three Principals had the privilege of attending the 25 
Year Anniversary Dinner together. 

 Calvary has grown from two demountable classrooms with 
38 students to a large dual-campus College, which caters for 
over 1100 students from Childcare to Year Twelve. The original 
dream of providing quality, aff ordable Christian education is 
well and truly established and Calvary continues to  transform 
lives through quality education and Christian discipleship. 

 The Calvary story is one of faith, community and courage and 
is encapsulated well by Margaret Mead’s quote, “Never doubt 
that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change 
the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

 Happy 30th birthday Calvary, we love you. 

1984
• First parish-based Uniting Church primary school in Australia• 2 demountable classrooms – Mrs Karen Webster and Mrs Anne Doyle as teachers 
• 34 acres bushland, 37 students  
1985 
• 6 staff  and 107 students Years One to Five
• First school building 
• Psalty – fi rst musical presented by Junior School  1986
• Tim Rogers appointed Principal
• God-centred curriculum developed
• Spanish introduced 
1987
• First class of graduates leave Year Seven to attend high school1988
• Expo 88 – students visit Spanish pavilion 
• Solomon Islander Program commenced – hosted fi rst Solomon Islander Principal for a year 
1989
• Florence Young Building built for Years Five, Six and Seven• Preparation for the LUPS preschool site begins1990
• Preschool opened
• LUPS reaches its enrolment ceiling with 2 streams of children from Preschool to Year Seven and original vision of Reverend Gilmour fulfi lled
1991
• Purchase of land on Redland Bay Road, to extend the vision of LUPS with a High School.
• Building of Calvary Christian College commences, then Logan Uniting Christian Colleges 
1992
• Logan Uniting Christian Colleges offi  cially opened on Sunday May 17th  
• Spiritual seed planted by staff  members for Logan Uniting Christian Colleges under the mango tree 
• Cunningham Auditorium offi  cially opened • Japanese studies commenced
1993
• Time capsule buried at Springwood – (to be opened this year and on display in Springwood offi  ce)
• 10  year Anniversary Celebrations 
• First Japanese visit from Shibukawa 
1996
• Nearly 1200 students and over 100 staff 
• Rachel Davies fi rst Graduate to go from Year One to Twelve at the College

• First graduates in Year Twelve – Convention Centre holds end of Year Graduation and Celebration
• 15th largest independent school in Queensland1997 
• Music centre at LUPS offi  cially opened
• Building of Carbrook Preschool – Tim Rogers Building1998 
• Mike Millard appointed Principal
• Wetland project begins
2000
• Name changes to Calvary Christian College• New motto, ‘Learning in the Light of Christ”• New uniforms 
 2001
• The offi  cial opening and dedication service of the Library and Information Technology building at Carbrook • Multi-Purpose Learning Centre and IT room at Springwood completed
2003
• New primary block at Carbrook named after Ann Doyle (retiring after 20 years at the college)
• Farmhouse demolished and fi rst Administration Centre built • Spiritual Director appointed
2005
• Prep and introduction of Middle school 20052006
• Kingdom Kids Childcare Centre opens Carbrook Campus 2008 
• Over 1300 students and almost 200 staff 
• Cathy Hockey appointed Principal 
2009
• 25th Anniversary Celebrations throughout the year – all Principals together at Anniversary Dinner 
2010
• Introduction of Pre-Prep Program in Early Childhood Centre2011 
• Completion of new multi-purpose venue Calvary Community Centre - seats 750
• Candidature for International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme for Junior school
• One to one laptop program now Years Seven to Ten2012
• Introduction of Queensland Government approved Kindergarten program at Kingdom Kids Early Childhood Centre2013
• 30 Year Celebrations
• Preparation for the opening of the second Pre-Prep room in the Early Learning Centre in 2014

Timeline

the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

 Happy 30th birthday Calvary, we love you. 



Mrs Denise stephenson, head of library services, who 
coordinated the event at Calvary said, “It’s such a fun way 
to encourage a love of reading and literacy. This year our 
students were part of 3,100 schools, libraries, childcare centres, 
preschools and communities across Australia who participated 
with over 460,000 adults and children (plus one elephant) 
taking part.” 

 On both campuses the Prep, Year Ones and all students in 
Kingdom Kids Early Childhood Centre took part. Each student 
was given a special sticker and in both Junior Schools there 
was a special door prize, with the lucky winner able to take 
home a copy of this year’s chosen book.

 There’s Too Many Elephants in the House by Ursula 
Dubosarsky was this year’s book and tells the story of Eric, 
who lives in a house with too many elephants - in the living 
room, in the kitchen, in the bathroom, even in his bedroom! 
The elephants take up a lot of space, but Eric loves every one 
of them. So when his mum says they have to go, Eric comes up 
with a clever solution to a very BIG problem.

 Mrs Stephenson said, “It is a wonderful book and a great 
book to read aloud. The book reminds us that, most of all, reading 
is supposed to be fun and enjoyable.”

 At Calvary we actively seek ways to make learning fun and 
exciting and National Simultaneous Story Time was great way 
to reinforce the fun of reading and stimulate imagination. 

renowned authors inspire students 
at literature day 
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reading fun with kids across australia
11.00 am on May 21 was National Simultaneous Story Time in Australia, when hordes of eager kids and 
adults shared a picture book in libraries, schools, homes and other places around the country. 

Congratulations to Abigail Toovey (Prep O -  Carbrook campus) and 
Ashwanth DuraiPandian (Prep C - Springwood campus) who were the lucky 
winners.

students in Years four to eight participated in a literature 
Day in august at the Carbrook Campus. Students had the 
opportunity to listen to and interact with award winning 
authors Oliver Phommavanh from NSW, James Michael Bauer, 
and author and illustrator Narelle Oliver, both from Brisbane. 
Our Springwood Year Four to Six students joined with their 
Carbrook cohort for the morning. The Year Seven students also 
had a morning of Literature based workshops with Manga 
illustrator David Lovegrove, writer Danielle Carey and our own 
Mr Hughes and Mr Calitz running workshops on poetry and 
drama respectively.

Literature Day is a significant day on our calendar, because 
authors are great models for the writing process. They help 
students realise that writing is an important skill that all 
students can develop if they are willing to practice regularly. 
Not only does an author visit highlight the importance of 
reading and writing, they show students that they are real 
people and are not just a name on the cover of a book. 
Students had the opportunity to ask an author questions 
about the process of writing or about a book that they 
had read and could buy a book and get it signed. Reading 
fosters empathy and increases vocabulary and surveys have 
shown that listening to an author encourages and increases 
excitement about reading and often inspires students to write.

Denise Stephenson 
Head of Library Services



as it is100 years since the beginning 
of world war one, they set a goal to 
send 100 care packs.  The students called 
upon the College community to help 
warm the hearts of our troops serving 
overseas and how we could make them 
feel connected to home.

The students collected donations 
for soldiers serving on the front line 
in the Middle East. They didn’t forget 
about the explosive detection dogs 
and their handlers. The donations 
came flooding in and overall our Year 
Three students collected 101 care 
packs. The packs for the soldiers had 
hand written notes from the students, 
introducing themselves and expressing 
their appreciation. The packs included 
various toiletry items, lollies, magazines 
and other food supplies. The care packs 
for the dog squad included letters and 
treats for both the handler and their 
furry friend. 

This story captured the heart of 92 
year old WW II veteran, George Bedall, 
who fondly remembers receiving a care 
pack while he was on duty all those 
years ago, as well as Kay McGrath from 

Channel Seven Saturday evening news 
Make a Difference segment.  

A bonus for the learning enrichment 
program was that the students got 
to see how television segments get 
produced for the local news.  It took 
nearly three hours of interviewing and 
filming segments to make the 2:30 
minute news item which starred our 
Year Three’s from Springwood, teachers, 
Captain Fiona Bruce and Bdr Ben 

Hampson in the segment, which aired 
on 28 June 2014.

The packs were dispatched by 
Australia Post and would take a month 
to arrive on the frontline.

“The overwhelming response to this 

project is testament to the wonderfully 

caring and generous community we have 

at Calvary,’ said Learning Enrichment 
teacher, Mrs Fiona Baker.

Following Anzac Day this year, our Springwood Year Three students decided to collect care packs for 
Australian soldiers serving overseas, as part of their Learning Enrichment program. 
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year Three remembers the anzacs
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Calvary’s Happy Hens officially 
accredited to supply eggs
Calvary’s Happy Hens are happy indeed!

through the Nab schools first seed funding award 
received from the school’s submission to enhance the learning 
opportunities for Springwood’s Enrichment and Extension 
students, the students now are responsible for an up-and-
running business with 25 happy laying hens. 

The hens produce 10 or 11 dozen eggs per week and in order 
to sell them, the Environment Club went through the process 
of applying for accreditation through Safe Food Queensland. To 
gain accreditation a number of standards and procedures had 
to be complied with, and students had to make sure they: 
• clean the eggs thoroughly
•   stamp them with a unique identifying code (CHH for 

Calvary’s Happy Hens)
•  package them in new (unused) cartons with their unique 

label and best before date 
• keep strict records re. eggs sold.

The students did a great job and the application was 
approved. A Safe Food Production Queensland representative 
attended the grand opening of Calvary Happy Hens with a gift 
for each child and a DVD was made about the Calvary hens to 
show other schools. 

Learning Enrichment and Extension teacher and 
Environment Club coordinator, Mrs Fiona Baker says, “The 

whole process of applying for accreditation was a great learning 

experience for all the students. Now that the students are selling the 

eggs, they handle the money, consider income and expenditure, 

calculate profit and loss and consider ways to improve their 
business. ” 

Parents and students can order their eggs 
through the happy hens email  
(happyhens.sw@calvarycc.qld.edu.au) for  
$5 per dozen. 

The Happy Hens live on the Springwood Campus in the 
vegetable garden that is tended by the Environment Club, 
a group over 40 students from Year Four to Year Six. The 
Environment Club make regular visits to the garden to care 
for the plants, harvest veggies, plant seedlings, care for the 
chickens, collect eggs and learn about sustainable practices. 

The project relies on a partnership with Rochedale Produce 
who generously help with planning for the project and through 
regular visits to teach the students about caring for the chickens. 
This term the Environment Club learnt how to clip the chickens’ 
wings and other hen care tips. 

As an extension the students have been cooking with the 
eggs and produce from the vegetable patch, making gourmet 
egg sandwiches and quiche for the staff.  The students have 
even created a cookbook complete with pictures and a step-by-
step guide. 

Our students are enjoying these enriching learning 
opportunities, and the Happy Hens continue to thrive and are a 
welcome addition to the Calvary community. 
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year six canberra trip
An eagerly anticipated highlight for the year by our Year Six students is 
a four-day trip to Canberra, which is part of the National Curriculum.  

this trip provided an excellent opportunity for developing strong friendships 
between the two campuses and providing enriching and real-life learning 
experiences that extended student learning in the classroom. 

For some students this adventure was to be their fi rst or second time on a plane.  
After landing early in Sydney, they boarded a cruise that took in sights of Sydney 
Harbour Bridge and the Opera House.  The group then enjoyed a luxury coach trip to 
the conference-style accommodation just outside of Canberra. 

Head of Junior School, Mr Peter McNamara said, “The Canberra trip provides a 
wonderful opportunity for staff  and students to get know each other, relying on each other 
away from the familiar surrounds of home and school.”

In Canberra the students visited Parliament House, the War Memorial and 
Questacon, The National Science and Technology Centre. 

Year Six teacher Mrs Anna Glen, who accompanied the students to Canberra said, 
“Our students experienced the deep public displays of respect associated with the War 
Memorial, something they participated in and grasped together with the many generations 
visiting. The students noted the similarities between the young soldiers who were prepared 
to lay down their lives for the freedom of others and Jesus, who gave his life so that we 
might live. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends (John 15:13).”

The trip was highly structured and full of activities, but also made time for the 
students to relax. One student refl ected on having, ‘Some lazy moments in the day to 
play in the park and have lunches and morning tea.’  Perhaps this could be a panacea 
for some of the challenges that face many of today’s youth, a little time take a breath.  
Congratulations to the staff  who embedded these special moments into the program. 

There were a number of trip highlights from both the staff  and students. 

Highlights noted by the students:
• ‘Mixing groups and getting to know the Carbrook kids’ – (from a Springwood 

student)
• ‘Getting to know Pastor Sam before going into Middle School’ - (where she works)
• ‘Seeing the real Parliament House and where our Prime Minister really sits and 

where bills are made into law’
• ‘My favourite part was Questacon because they made science fun’

Highlights noted by the staff :
• ‘Devotions after dinner was a 

very special time of refl ection and 
encouragement’

• ‘Getting to know students better 
- lovely surprises of seeing their 
gifts that I wasn’t aware of e.g. 
public speaking, sense of humour, 
monitoring how fellow students were 
travelling’

•  ‘My greatest highlight is to see the 
students take the knowledge they 
have gained in the classroom setting 
and have it amplifi ed by being 
engaged in a real world context 
whilst in our Nation’s Capital.  It is the 
perfect example of learning through 
authentic participation.’

Overall the Canberra trip was a great 
success. It gave real world context to 
classroom learning, allowed students 
and staff  time to connect with each 
other, and helped make the transition 
to Middle School smoother by making 
friends cross-campus and getting to 
know Pastor Sam. 

An eagerly anticipated highlight for the year by our Year Six students is 



8  |   SUMMER EDITION REFLECTIONS www.calvarycc.qld.edu.au

YEAr ELEvEN CAMp

In early April this year, our Year Eleven students camped at 
Emu Gully, Helidon. As they will lead the College as seniors 
next year, the camp focused on building leadership and 
teamwork through activities. All activities were based on 
situations that the Anzacs experienced, so there was the added 
bonus of discovering Anzac history. The students worked in 
three groups (Alpha, Bravo, Charlie) for three days to complete 
a number of problem solving activities. This required both 
physical and mental perseverance, teamwork and learning 
to encourage and support each other. Some of the activities 
included the log walk, the bridge over the River Kwai and the 
Kokoda mud challenge. Additionally, Pastor Jim Haak and Mrs 
Sue Hartley ran sessions for the boys and girls respectively 
about being strong and compassionate men and women 
in society. Overall the camp was a great time of confidence 
boosting and relationship building for the students. 

“Year Eleven camp at Emu Gully was truly an amazing 
experience. Whilst the activities, food and leaders were all great, 
the mateship shown by our year level was easily the standout 
feature of the camp. When someone was struggling to complete 
one of the many challenging activities (which included pulling 
an army truck weighing over 4 tonnes), someone would lend a 
hand, regardless of who it was who needed the help. It was an 
experience I, and all of the Year 11 students, will not easily forget,” 
said student, Taylor Birtchnell

The Year Seven and Eight students went to Kenilworth 
Homestead for their camps in Term One. 

YEAr SEvEN CAMp

The aim for our Year Seven camp this year was to give the Year 
Seven teachers a chance to get to know their students outside 
the classroom environment and to give students a chance 
to form new friendships early in the year. The activities were 
designed to foster team work. Activities included ‘contract 
rafting’ where students had to complete team challenges to 
gain materials needed for building rafts. They then designed 
and built a raft and raced other teams. ‘Milk crate climb’ 
required students to work together to build crates as high as 
possible and develop trust on the high ropes. Students also 
did orienteering and competed against each other in team 

challenges. At night, staff ran fun activities and shared the 
gospel around a camp fire.

YEAr EIgHT CAMp

The Year Eight’s camp included challenges that were designed 
to foster leadership and problem solving skills. 

The purpose of the Year Nine camps is to give students 
opportunities for personal responsibility for planning, 
organising and completing their own challenging journeys 
as a metaphor for their journey from childhood to young 
adulthood. This year, Year Nine camp was a practice trek for 
the Duke of Edinburgh Adventurous Journey. Due to flooding 
in the Cannondale Ranges, the camp was moved from the 
Cannondale Great Walk to a walk from the Carbrook Campus 
to the Springwood Campus. Students had the opportunity 
to plan the walk, bring their own food and carry all their 
camping gear in order to learn the necessary skills for their 
own adventurous journey later in the year. One boy’s group 
then followed this up with a trip to the top of Mount Barney in 
May. Other groups will have opportunities to plan their own 
journeys in August or September. 

Camps are an integral part of a schooling journey, much 
like the formal, graduation and sports days. Camps not only 
give students opportunities to extend themselves mentally 
and physically and acquire new skills, they also provide fun, 
memories and friendships that last a lifetime. At Calvary, 
we aim to nurture every aspect of our students and camps 
provide a fun, relaxed setting for mentoring, spiritual input 
and opportunities for our students to thrive and grow. 

Camps start at Calvary from Year Five and continue through to Year Eleven. Camps provide a wonderful 
opportunity for relationship building between staff and students, but also a chance for students to gain 
confidence and skills outside the classroom and put some classroom learning into life experiences and 
practical situations. 

camps: character, 
Friendship and  
leadership
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Year Nine students have the 
opportunity to participate in the 
Duke of Edinburgh (DoE) as part 
of their co-curricular off erings. The 
Duke of Edinburgh program, which 
commenced at Calvary in 2007, 
gives you the chance to discover 
your potential and the elation of 
accomplishing goals that might 
never have been realised.  This 
program allows young people the 
opportunity to both grow personally 
and connect with others, through a 
range of new experiences.

“The experience provides outdoor 
education and an opportunity for 
students to extend and challenge 
themselves, to adventure and to build 
confi dence in their abilities,” said Mr 
Collins, Head of Middle and Senior 
School.

This year, twelve Year Nine students 
and three teachers completed an 
overnight camp and ascent of Mount 
Barney’s east peak in May this year 
at part of the Duke of Edinburgh 
challenge. For most students this was 
their test expedition, requiring them 
to be self-suffi  cient. All participants 
completed the summit climb, an 
8-hour return climb on the South 
Ridge track. Following predictions of 

rain all week, the weather turned out 
to be perfect on the day for the climb 
and students showed endurance, 
perseverance and teamwork. 

Year Nine student Ruben Jacobs 
said, “I am very glad that I chose to 
be part of the Duke of Edinburgh. The 
overnight expeditions and the three 
categories of commitment can help a 
lot when it comes to learning life skills 
from positive mentors. My favourite 
part of the program is the volunteering 
commitment – seeing the appreciation 
of the people you help is a great 
feeling.”  

Ruben has no hesitation in giving the 
‘thumbs up’.  “The biggest attribute 
you can gain is perseverance and 
persistence which are both very 
useful in the outside world, I’ve been 
told. I have met many new people 
both young people with whom I 
can just share the experience and 
older mentors that can provide lots 
of wisdom from their experiences”, 
explained Ruben.

Director of Middle School, 
Mr Marcelle Calitz, who has 
reinvigorated the focus of the 
program for inclusion in the Year 
Nine co-curricular program says, 
“Completion of a challenge that 

the student planned increases their 
sense of achievement. This program 
also requires students to make 
commitments for either three or six 
months and thus in turn helps to 
develop perseverance, and allows 
them to plan and prepare for journeys 
themselves.” 

“Our students gain new skills and 
take on more responsibilities as they 
move from childhood towards young 
adulthood. It encourages them to 
venture out of their comfort zones and 
allows them to hone their problem 
solving skills in a range of activities 
outside the classroom setting,” 
explains Mrs Calitz.  “We are excited 
about the benefi ts of the program for 
our students,” he said.

The second test expedition took 
place in August. 

Duke of Edinburgh has four 
components to the award – Service, 
Skills, Physical Recreation and 
Adventurous Journey (Expedition).  
There are no time limits as to 
how long the award needs to be 
completed.  It is self-paced and 
awardees work their hobbies and 
outside school activities into their 
program.  Most students complete 
an award level in 8 – 12 months.

There are some things in life that just can’t be 
‘googled’. You can google what it feels like to 
reach the peak of a mountain, but nothing will 
replace the exhilaration of doing exactly that. 

duke of edinburgh - 
Bronze expedition for 
year nine students, 
Mt Barney national 
Park
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Inspiring through personal excellence 

at Calvary, we encourage our students 
to become all they were created to be, to 
become engaged, compassionate and 
active learners who make a difference 
in their world through serving and 
influencing. From Junior through to 
Senior School, Calvary provides students 
the opportunity to extend themselves 
and inspire others through various 
leadership and mentoring programs. 

Junior school
Through the Junior Ambassador 

Program, Calvary Junior School 
students have the opportunity to 
extend themselves and inspire others 
by becoming Ambassadors. The 
Ambassador program is a criteria based 
selection process open to all Year Six 
students. To ensure everyone has the 
chance to experience success, there is no 
limit to the number of the students who 
can become Ambassadors. 

It is agreed by both Heads of Junior 
School at Carbrook and Springwood 
campuses, Mr Peter McNamara and Mr 
Ian Price, that becoming an Ambassador 
is about personal excellence. 

“Our students need to show consistent 
positive effort both academically and 
personally. The criteria are achievable, but 
reasonably demanding to make the role of 
Ambassador a meaningful goal,” says Mr 
Peter McNamara, Head of JS Carbrook.

Ambassadors are chosen through 
a process of self-reflection, parental 
perception and teacher discretion. 

Mr Ian Price, Head of JS Springwood 
says, “We have found the Ambassador 
process to be very rewarding and positive 

for staff, parents and students. We love to 
see our students set goals for themselves 
and succeed, building their confidence and 
self-esteem.”

Ours students enjoy being 
Ambassadors. Springwood Captain 
and Ambassador, Alisi Feao says, 
“Ambassadors play an important part 
by being good role models to younger 
students. We help out in the playground 
and serve the school by helping at 
carnivals and at assembly.”

Middle school
Calvary’s Middle School Leaders are 

given a number of opportunities to 
be positive role models for their peers 
and students in Years Seven to Nine. 
They help organise Middle School 
activities, assist with the planning 
and presentation of Middle School 
assemblies and represent the student 
voice in weekly meetings with the 
Director of Middle School. 

Director of Middle School, Mr 
Marcel Caltitz says, “At Calvary, we 
mentor our Year Nine leaders to hone 
their organisational skills, take on more 
responsibilities and provide the chance 
to thrive outside their comfort zones. And 
they do thrive. Our students and staff enjoy 
the mentoring process.” 

senior school
Senior School students have a diverse 

range of leadership roles to aspire too.  
These include College Captains, Prefects, 
Sport, Music and Activity Captains 
through to leadership in mentoring and 
service roles.

Lauren King, Pastoral Care Mentor 
and House Captain says, “It’s a great 
opportunity to work alongside other peers 
and mentor younger students. I think it will 
build my confidence and character having 
an upfront role.”

“Being involved in leadership or 
mentoring can add another dimension 
to our students’ development and 
educational experience and encourage 
them to live a life that gives to the 

community they find themselves in,” says 
Mr Peter Collins, Head of Middle and 
Senior School at Calvary. 

“Students have formal leadership 
roles, however, each student exercises 
leadership qualities when they display 
personal excellence within their chosen 
gifting and abilities.  Calvary provides 
opportunities for students to implement 
leadership through various programs 
such as peer mentoring, but more 
so it fosters personal leadership in 
each individual by building confident, 
competent students with positive 
attitudes.

Seamus Watters-White, our current 
Co-curricular Captain for Music says, 
“It adds another dynamic to my Senior 
Year. The leadership position allows me 
to express my gifts and talents at a higher 
level and I am hoping this will help benefit 
others that I come into contact with on a 
daily basis.”

Year Twelve student Georgia 
Hagemeijer, who has achieved her senior 
badge says, “It’s great to be a role model 
for the younger students to follow. It is an 
important role to be able to demonstrate 
what a Calvary Christian College student 
represents in the community.”

At Calvary we aim to educate in a 
holistic manner, promoting excellence 
in the academics, arts, sport and co-
curricular fields, but also nurturing the 
emotional and spiritual aspects of our 
students lives, encouraging them to 
discover and be all they were created  
to be. 

Head of Springwood Campus, Mr Ian Prices with 
Springwood Captains Alisi Feao and Thomas 
Billion.

If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do 
more and become more, you are a leader.
John Quincy Adams
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exciting 
learning 
opportunities 
for Middle and 
senior school 
science 
students
Calvary Chemistry Students make College History 

for the first time in College history, five Calvary Senior 
Chemistry Teams took part, and excelled, in the annual Royal 
Australian Chemical Institute (RACI) Titration Competition at 
the University of Queensland (UQ), which is a competition for 
senior chemistry students. Titration is a laboratory chemical 
analysis skill that requires care, patience, precision and 
attention to detail just one  like a precision sport such as 
javelin, archery or golf. 

The Year Eleven and Twelve students, in teams of 
three, carried out two titrations in the UQ laboratories 
and completed all the calculations to accurately find the 
concentration of an unknown Acetic Acid (to four decimal 
places).

From the 90 teams competing on the day, one Year Twelve 
team (Brandon Tanner, Hannah Davies and Sophie Leibinger) 
ranked 7th in a tie with Brisbane Boys Grammar School and 
Brandon achieved a perfect score. Along with this excellent 
team result, there were some notable individual results as well 
including Caleb Price, Dayna Zimmerman, Nathaniel Taylor and 
Jeremy Scott.

Chemistry teacher, Mrs Tammy Scott said, “The students’ 
efforts in practising titrations during lunchtimes and after school 
have certainly been well rewarded.”

“Brandon Tanner’s “perfect score” means 
he determined the correct concentration of 
acid to four decimal places!”

Our students have achieved extremely well in a precision 
skill in a highly competitive environment that also requires 
students to be competent mathematicians.

The Calvary Team is now well placed for invitation to 
compete in the National Championships later in the year. Our 
students also received many accolades for their conduct and 
presentation.

Congratulations to all the teams that participated and thank 
you all for you enthusiasm and dedication.

as part of Year eight agriculture, all students participated in The University 
of Queensland’s Sunflower Growing Competition.

Our students grew a variety of beautiful and bright sunflowers with the 
tallest being 1820cm and the biggest head being 200cm across. 

A Year Seven Calvary class also joined in to compete against the Year 
Eights within the school. The Year Sevens grew their sunflowers in garden 
beds, as opposed to pots, and it provided a valuable learning opportunity. 
The internal competition demonstrated the significant affect water and 
nutrients can have on plant growth.

Our students joined with students from around the State in both primary 
and secondary schools and competed to grow the biggest and the best 
sunflowers in pots over Term One and Two.

Year Eight Agriculture Sunflower Growing Competition
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The chemistry of cheese Making
Year Twelve Calvary Christian College Chemistry students are eagerly awaiting judging and 
analysis of two Camembert cheeses entered into the Dairy Farmers ‘Camembert in the classroom’ 
student made cheese competition.

the cheese making was part of the Year Twelve Chemistry study of ‘Fermentation’ and 
students delved into the Chemistry of cheese making by manufacturing two varieties of 
soft cheese: Camembert and Mozzarella.

The cheeses, ‘Little Miss Muffet’ produced by Brandon Tanner, Hannah Davies and 
Sophie Leibinger and ‘Tartan Cow’ produced by Erin Lee and Georgia Burton will 
be assessed by cheese tasting professionals with winners announced at the awards 
ceremony later in the term.

The Camembert cheese making took place during a full-day incursion, while 
the manufacture of Mozzarella is a much quicker process and was completed in a 
normal chemistry lesson. The experience culminated in a cheese tasting afternoon 
held in the College restaurant where students showcased both cheese varieties with 
accompaniments to compliment both.

The event was well supported by staff and parents and the general consensus was 
that the students had done a great job with excellent quality cheeses.

Chemistry teacher, Mrs Tammy Scott said, “Whatever the outcome, all students did an 
outstanding job and we all enjoyed making the cheese and presenting it to family, friends 
and colleagues.“

Cheese

KINDS          CHEESE
of

Camembert
and

Mozzarella
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evatt Queensland is the state’s round of the Evatt Trophy, 
Australia’s largest, oldest, and most prestigious debating and 
diplomacy competition, with over 2000 students competing 
from every State and Territory.

Participation in this competition places Queensland 
students, in Years 10 -12, in the shoes of UN Security Council 
representatives. This allows for a deeper understanding of 
global issues and trains students in the skills they need for 
active citizenship. Teams debated international issues, ranging 
from the Israel-Palestine conflict, to genocide in Darfur. Above 
all, Evatt is designed for students with varying interests, 
experiences, and abilities.

The three resolutions which the teams addressed 
yesterday were the Ebola Crisis and then two unseen topics – 
Extraordinary Rendition and the question of Eritrea. 

Our team was a credit to themselves and to our school. 
Though they did not progress to the Nationals, the judges 
were extremely impressed with how far they had come given 
this was the first time our school had participated in such a 
contest. 

Congratulations Taylor Birtchnell and TJ Morley-Buchanan 
on being wonderful ambassadors and diplomats for Calvary.

calvary students 
tackle un issues

KINDS          CHEESE

In August 2014, two Calvary Christian College 
students competed in the State grand Final for the 
United Nations Evatt competition.

voice 2013 winner 
attends calvary 
carnival

Not often do we have a top rated reality Tv show 
winner come and visit us at the College, but Year 
Six student, Ethan Mason made this happen at 
Springwood.  

ethan entered a video competition on kids’ wb on go! 
TV to have winner of the Voice 2013, Harrison Craig, come 
and visit the College.   Ethan’s winning entry video entitled 
“We love Harrison Craig” featured many Springwood students 
and staff who all shared the same heartfelt passion as Ethan 
does for his love for Harrison’s music.  The video was fun and 
entertaining.  It was voted the national winner for its creativity 
and community involvement.

Part of the prize was a ‘meet and greet’ with Harrison Craig.  
It included filming by a Channel Nine crew and an interview 
by Ethan which will again feature on the popular children’s 
television program.

What better time to have Harrison come visit than at the 
Calvary carnival! His presence added to the overall success on 
the day.  Ethan’s excellent interview and questions even got 
Harrison to sing a few lines from his favourite song “You raise 
me up.”
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they gathered at the school with placards demanding 
that Nigeria “bring back our girls” and noting that every 
kidnapped girl is someone’s daughter, sister, niece or 
cousin. The photos were uploaded to the #BringBackOurGirls 
hashtag, a campaign that has received support from Michelle 
Obama, Angelina Jolie, Hilary Clinton and Amy Poehler.

The College’s Amnesty Club captains, Dayna Pearton and 
Taylor Birtchnell came up with the idea and soon received 
support from staff.

‘We saw the Amnesty website petition and tried to figure out 
how we could make a difference,’ Dayna said.

‘There are a lot of people who don’t know what has happened, 
so we tried to raise awareness about the issue and show that we 
support the girls.’

Although the Nigerian girls’ abductors, terrorist group Boko 
Haram are unlikely to return the girls based on a social media 
campaign, supporters hoped the awareness would pressure 
Western governments to intervene and assist rescue efforts  
in Nigeria.

‘The Nigerian government wouldn’t accept any help for three 
weeks,’ Dayna said.

Every student at Calvary was encouraged to share the 
photo on Facebook. The Facebook post was seen by over 
5000 people and this is the best result a Calvary Facebook 
status has achieved. The students hope this will further 
encourage support for the campaign and encourage Western 
governments to continue efforts to bring the Nigerian girls 

home to their loved ones. The Calvary girls’ efforts were 
covered in the Bayside Bulletin, further bringing attention to 
the cause. 

Amnesty International is an organisation that has over four 
million members worldwide who campaign against social 
injustices all around the world. The Amnesty team at Calvary 
work alongside these campaigns, encouraging students to 
log on to the website and sign the petitions, making their 
voices heard. Amnesty develops a heart for social justice 
and Calvary and has a group of dedicated student members 
who range from Year Seven to Year Twelve. The team meets 
weekly to discuss current affairs and human rights violations, 
as well as general issues in the wider community. The team 
also brainstorms ways in which they can react to these issues 
during weekly meetings. 

Amnesty at Calvary Christian College started in 1995, with 
the vision of valued staff member and human rights activist, 
Mrs Pat David. The group has grown every year since. 2014 
marked a new chapter in Amnesty with Mrs Martha Morley-
Buchanan taking on the responsibility of mentoring the group. 

This year’s theme is ‘The Power of One’ and highlights the 
difference one person can make, encouraging students to 
be that one person. This will be theme for this year’ Amnesty 
service, held early in term four. This will further encourage 
students to sign petitions and spark their interest in fighting 
for social justice. This service will include a speech from Mr 
Dave Andrews who is a prominent community leader with 
a passion for community building and for creating ‘hope in 
hopeless situations’. 

IN TErM TWO about 200 Calvary demonstrated that distance, culture and language are not barriers to 
compassion. The girls joined a worldwide campaign demanding action to return more than 200 Nigerian 
schoolgirls who were kidnapped from their school in mid April.

calvary girls support  
#BringBackOurGirls campaign 



www.calvarycc.qld.edu.au SUMMER EDITION REFLECTIONS   |   15

this important annual event in our school calendar is a 
time to draw aside, spend time with God and refocus on what 
he is saying and guiding us to do. It’s a proud tradition and one 
close to the heart-beat of Calvary. 

This year there was a clear message emerging. Over and 
over again it popped up, during student assemblies, chapel 
services, staff devotions, church services and most importantly 
from our special guest for the week, Dorothy from Tonga. It 
seemed clear - God was trying to get through to us. It seems 
we are all marching on a treadmill – the treadmill of life. 

I am sure most agree this treadmill has steadily sped up 
over the last five years. It can be relentless, not stopping and 
dictates so much of our lives. The treadmill represents not 
only our work life but the obsession we have with external 
appearances, the status we gain by being ‘busy’, our want for 
material gain and the pressure of other people’s agendas. 
Pastor Jim Haak, the College’s Spiritual Director said, “We are 
basically working too hard on the external self at the expense of 
our inner being – our humanity.”

We can counteract this by getting off the treadmill and 
taking time to ‘stop and reflect’. Pastor Jim said, “By reflect I 
mean the practice of Christian prayer, contemplation, meditation 
and praise, essentially placing ourselves in a space to soak up 
God’s blessings and the beauty of life”. 

When we take the time and effort to work on our inner 
being we gain the strength and the resilience to cope with 
the pressures of the ‘treadmill’.  When we are strong internally, 
we gain the courage to properly order our lives and the 
confidence to say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ according to our core values. 

These important practices are easily brushed aside when 
we yield to the treadmill, yet there is plenty of research that 
proves there are massive results to be gained by doing some 
regular ‘inner work’. It takes commitment, discipline and 
support. In fact, we cannot do it by ourselves.  

Perhaps stop and reflect right now on these questions:
• What does your treadmill look like? What are your feelings 

towards this treadmill?
• What are the places and spaces that help you to reflect and 

find some peace? 
• How do you like to spend quality time with your family?
• What helps you to become more self-aware and self-

reflective?
• What places do you best sense God’s presence?

And perhaps these more challenging questions. 
• If you leave your smart phone behind, do you panic? If so, 

why?
• Are Sundays a day of rest for you?
• Are you able to manage a ‘quiet time’ each day for your 

‘inner self’?
• Do you reflect and evaluate after a key incident has 

occurred in your life?

After reading those questions, no doubt we all can see 
elements of the treadmill in our lives. Perhaps consider how 
you could implement some time and space to connect with 
God and find some time for your inner self. The rewards will 
astound you.

Blessings from Pastor Jim Haak on behalf of the 
Chaplaincy Team. 

Getting off the treadmill in our lives 
Every year Calvary celebrates prayer and Mission week. 
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Demanding, stimulating and fun, CBW 
is a week where students develop new 
skills and put their existing skills into 
action. Students learn to use information 
and communicate ideas, formulate 
goals and strategies, plan and organise 
activities, identify and solve problems 
by pooling brainpower. They exhibit 
their innovative spirit and creativity, 
work independently and within teams, 
develop leadership skills and operate 
within distinct time-lines to produce a 
positive result. 

CBW concludes with an Awards 
Ceremony in the Calvary Community 
Centre with all Year Ten students and 
parents and friends invited to attend 
attracting many positive comments from 
parents and staff  alike.

CBW was also enjoyed by students. 
‘Calvary Business Week was a 
challenging and fun experience. 
It taught me that you shouldn’t 
underestimate people and that everyone 
has diff erent talents and abilities. Overall 
CBW was a great week,’ said Andrew 
Berry - Year Ten Best CEO award, and CEO 
of Overall winning team.

College Principal, Mrs Hockey, is 
very proud of the personal and team 
accomplishments of our students and 
is extremely grateful for the eff orts of 
our staff  involved in all aspects of CBW.  
“All of the skills and character traits being 
developed in our students will, of 
course, equip them for the world of 
work in the 21st century.”

calvary Business week – preparing 
students for the rigours of work
Calvary Year Ten Business 
students had the chance to 
exercise their creativity and 
business acumen during Calvary 
Business Week (CBW). CBW, 
developed by Calvary teaching 
staff , is an intensive and popular 
program that involves students, 
in teams of ten or eleven, 
developing a detailed proposal 
for a new business venture. 



team members tom Qualischefski (Year twelve), ryan McNamara (Year twelve) 
and brandon king (Year eleven) sped their way through the local round at Go 
Karting Brisbane, fi nishing in 2nd place behind Unity College Caloundra, securing 
them a position in the state round later that evening. 

Ryan topped the qualifying times allowing a pole position start for the fi nal. The 
racing was intense with the lead changing throughout. Only six competitors were 
allowed to compete in the state fi nal, and the best of the best fought it to the wire 
with Tom Qualischefski claiming victory and being crowned Queensland Schools 
Karting Champion. Ryan placed 4th and Brandon 5th. A mighty eff ort by the entire 
team saw success in this unique fi rst-time event. Congratulations Tom, Ryan and 
Brandon for representing our College and securing a state round berth. All the 
boys represented Calvary proudly and a huge thank-you to Mr Ken McNamara for 
travelling to Sydney with the boys!

Mrs Wendy McNamara said, ‘We are very proud of the boys! Great to see their motor 
racing passion acknowledged by Calvary Christian College and a special thanks to the 
eff orts of Mr James Colefax for supporting the boys.’ 

Mr James Colefax commented, ‘This is a great example of a student-led initiative 
being fully supported by the College Sports department. It was a great opportunity for 
a number of our enthusiastic motor racing students to engage in a nation-wide karting 
competition.’

calvary champions at 
inaugural australian 
schools Karting 
championship 
Team CCr (Calvary College racing) competed in the inaugural 
Australian Schools Karting Championship in May this year. 
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lara walker in 
queensland state 
Tennis Team 
lara walker, Year five Calvary 
student, has made the Queensland 
State Team for Tennis.  She recently 
competed at the Queensland State 
Tennis fi nals in Toowoomba. As number 
one seed for her South Coast Team, 
she played exceptionally well and 
came 3rd overall out of 48 players in 
her draw from across 12 regions in the 
state. Lara and the three other girls in 
the South Coast team came runners up 
in the overall Girls Championship. The 
boys and girls resulted in winning the 
championships overall. This was a very 
proud moment for South Coast  as it is 
the 4th time in 30 years that have won 
the championship. Lara will now travel 
to Darwin later in the year and compete 
at the national school titles, the Bruce 
Cup.

At all times, Lara displayed 
outstanding sportsmanship and team 
spirit. She put 100% eff ort into all of 
her matches and was an excellent role 
model to other players. Lara should be 
highly commended for her eff orts at 
such an elite event. After being ill all 
morning, Lara still played her last match 
of the tournament, a play off  for 3rd 
or 4th and gained an extra point for 
her team. Now that’s team spirit and 
dedication! Well done Lara!

national 
Oztag
Congratulation 
izak ford who 
was awarded the 
Most Valuable 
Player Award for 
Queensland at the 
National Oztag 
competition held 
in May.

Congratulation 
 who 

was awarded the 

Player Award for 
Queensland at the 
National Oztag 
competition held 



Healthy and active prep students
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to put into practice their learning, a fun run and morning 
tea was held to promote healthy lifestyles to our students. 
All students became champions that day running the 700m 
course. It was a great event to for parents to participate in and 
encourage their child in a journey of an active and healthy life. 

It is a privilege as educators to equip students to be healthy 
and active, but the goal is to not just inform, but to instil a 
desire to seek and apply what they have learned. The fun 
run was a tremendous way to show students what they have 
learned in class and also share the day with their families.

‘Who We Are – Families and Healthy Foods’ was a unit of work our Carbrook prep students completed in 
Term 2.

Jayden dinga is 
national snooker 
champ! 
Jayden Dinga, Year Four student at Carbrook JS, recently 
competed in the Junior National Snooker Championships  
in Albury.

he was crowned the winner in the u12 age division and fourth best 
in the U15’s. After winning the Queensland U12 State Championships in 
January for the second year running, he represented the State in the Junior 
Teams challenge. The team is comprised of a representative from U12, U15 
& U18. He competed in the individual events for the U12 and U15 Snooker 
teams. He played twelve matches (36 frames) of snooker across the week. 
What an achievement! Congratulations for being the best U12 snooker 
player in Australia, Jayden!
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logan district Team representatives

logan district Team 
Premiers
Congratulations to our Netball and Soccer teams for winning the district competition 
for the second year in a row.

regional sports results 
– netball and Football
Year Twelve students Kieran McConville 
and Brandon Hoskins recently 
represented the South Coast Region at 
the State Football Championships in 
Ipswich. Congratulations to Kieran who 
was selected as the South Coast Captain 
for the competition, and following the 
finals he was announced as a shadow 
player for the Queensland team – 
 well done!

Riley Brandenburg, Year Ten, also 
represented South Coast at the State 
AFL Championships, and his team was 
extremely successful, defeating the 
Sunshine Coast Region to become State 
Champions – congratulations!

Pacific District 
championships
Our Calvary Teams competed 
exceptionally well at the Pacific District 
Championships in May and the U15 
Girls Netball Team and U15 Open Boys 
Football Teams headed to the Gold 
Coast Finals in late June. They competed 
against the best of the other three 
districts that encompass the South 
Coast Region. Well done teams. 

csaq cross country
A select group of our cross country 
runners delievered some excellent 
individual performances at the Christian 
Schools Cross Country at Limestone 
Park, Ipswich.  Congratulations to the 
following students: 
Larissa Watter – 1st in U16 Girls
Nicolaas Louw – 1st in U13 Boys
Teya D’Souza – 2nd in U13 Girls
Katie Long – 3rd in U13 Girls

andrew Berry
Congratulations 
to Andrew Berry 
for winning the 
15 Year Boys 
Regional Trials 
High Jump 
with a height of 
1.92m

Junior A Netball District Premiers

Junior B (1) Netball 3rd place

Junior B (2) Netball 4th place

Junior Soccer District Premiers

Senior Soccer District Premiers

Nicholas McCorkell Boys Soccer

Daniel McEwan Boys Soccer

Sam Baker Boys Soccer

Mason Ford Boys Soccer

Izak Ford Boys Soccer

Uhila Senituli Boys Rugby Union

Junior A Netball

Junior Soccer

Junior Netball B1 and B2

Senior Soccer

lauren woodward broke the 
south coast regional 14 year 
Girls Discus Record at the 
regional Trials recently.
 The previous record was set in 1991 but broken by 
Lauren with a throw of 36.73m.  Lauren also managed 
to break the 14 Year Girls Javelin Record with a throw of 
35.72m.  Awesome effort, Lauren!  Congratulations.



20   |   SUMMER EDITION REFLECTIONS www.calvarycc.qld.edu.au

Mr gavin Coles, the subject Coordinator, “Having a 
professional in residence off ers our students the chance 

to be challenged, inspired and master new skills. 

This year our chosen artist is a professional make-
up artist who has worked both in special eff ects 
make up for fi lm, and has overseen the make-up 
for commercial modelling shoots. 

Over a three-week period in term two, the 
artist has been working in Drama, Art, and Film 

and TV lessons, as well as in 
special year level sessions. This 

has given more than half our 
secondary school students, as well 

as many of our Year Six students, 
practical hands on training in: glamour 

make up, air-brush technique, body 
art and eff ects make-up eg: beards and 

monobrows.

By far the most popular eff ect has been the 
make-up eff ect of scars, wounds, and bullet holes, all 

of which students were allowed to take home to show /
scare their parents and friends. The most demanding 

category was prosthetics, including the application 
and building of ears and nose-pieces, like the 

goblin pictured.

“The professional attitude 
towards artistic discipline and 

professional creativity 
demonstrated by 
the artists makes 
a signifi cant and 
positive eff ect on our 
students,” said 
Mr Coles.

This is what some of our students 
thought of the experience:

students inspired by special effects 
make-up artist
Calvary has a proud culture of an ‘Artist in residence’ for a 
few weeks each year. Having a real working professional 
artist work in our school environment over a period of weeks 
allows a much deeper and more engaging experience for 
students than the traditional one hour visit, performance, or 
one day excursion. 

I liked it and it was interesting to learn how to make 

scars and bruises. Allennie Balmer, Year Ten 

I loved that they gave us a lot of info about diff erent 
ways to apply make-up to make it look more 
natural. They let us have our own try at things which 
was great and if we got stuck and didn’t know how 
to do something they were really appreciable and 
I didn’t feel scared to ask them questions. I really 
enjoyed it! -  Stephanie Wilson, Year Twelve

I loved the creativity and that we got to watch and got to experience new techniques especially with the airbrush tools.   - Madison Birtchnell, Year Nine

Amazing to be able to experience how profession eff ects are done. - Judith Anne Burton, Year Ten 
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our school-based traineeship pathway continues to be 
attractive to many of our senior students and help them 
to maximise their god given talents and abilities.  The 
minimum age and year level to commence a SBT is 15 years 
old or mid-Year Ten.  Currently 26 Calvary students are placed 
with employers with eight of our trainees employed at 
Calvary and the remainder with local businesses. The scope 
of qualifications being undertaken include IT, Children’s 
Services, Hospitality, Plumbing, Media, Hairdressing, Carpentry, 
Engineering Production, Retail, Telecommunications, Electro 
Technology, Library Services and Sport & Recreation. 

There are a number of advantages to school-based 
apprenticeships and traineeships. 

MORE FLExIbILITy aNd vaRIETy
The variety provided by an apprentice or traineeship can 

have enormous benefits for young people who prefer hands-
on learning to traditional schooling pathways.

HEad STaRT IN a CaREER
Young people employed as school-based apprentices and 

trainees develop workplace skills, knowledge, confidence and 
have a competitive edge when applying for jobs. A school-
based apprenticeship or traineeship can lead directly to full-
time employment once a student has left school.

NaTIONaLLy RECOgNISEd quaLIFICaTIONS
All school-based apprentices and trainees participate in 

vocational training that contributes to a Certificate II, III or 
higher vocational qualification, which can count towards the 
student’s Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE).

aN OppORTuNITy TO LEaRN aNd EaRN
School-based apprentices and trainees are paid while they 

learn workplace skills, gain confidence, and adapt to a work 

environment. It gives the student the opportunity to put skills 
learnt at school into practice in a real work environment.

Some students complete traineeships while they’re at 
school, which means they leave school with a QCE and a 
nationally recognised vocational certificate. Others finish their 
apprenticeship or traineeship either full-time or part-time after 
they have left school. 

Michael Bishop is currently completing an IT traineeship at 
Calvary. 

He says, ‘The SAT qualification in IT is providing me with 
valuable experience in a field that I hope to make career in. It is 
building my confidence and knowledge and when I finish school, 
will help me when I look for part-time work.’

Jesse Milne, Year Twelve student, who is completing 
a School-based traineeship with a tanker manufacturer 
(Holmwood Highgate) in Loganholme in Engineering 
Production (Cert II) stated, “Commencing a SAT while at school 
has given me a head start towards a career in Engineering 
production. The opportunity to gain a qualification and 
earning money while completing my schooling is an excellent 
combination.”

Parents, for more information contact VET/Workplace 
Coordinator Gavin Gellatly at gavin.gellatly@calvarycc.qld.
edu.au to discuss a vocational education pathway for your 
child.  Students are welcome to view current vacancies are on 
the Careers/Vocational Education Noticeboard located at the 
Caleb building at the Carbrook campus

Get a head start on your careers 
School-based apprentice and traineeships provide a great opportunity for young people to gain confidence 
and workplace skills for a solid foundation in any career. A school-based apprenticeship can help make the 
transition from school to a future career, whether that’s a full-time job, a trade career, University, TAFE or 
other training. 
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“straight after graduation i went on to do 
a dual degree in Nursing and Midwifery at the 
university of Queensland. After three semesters 
studying, I decided I needed to defer my studies 
for a while. I was immediately handed a full time 
position in Administration at Sunnybank Private 
Hospital, where I worked for nearly four years. At 

the time, this seemed like a random coincidence, 
but looking back it was defi nitely divine 
orchestration. During my time at Sunnybank 
Private Hospital, I was becoming increasingly 
more involved in serving at Highway Church 
as a part of the Creative Worship and Youth 
Ministries. I had the privilege of being 
involved in National Conferences, Women’s 
Conferences and Community Carols Projects. 
As I felt the season in my job was ending and 
an intense tug toward ministry, an incredible 
opportunity to join the staff  at Highway 
was made available. Again, another divine 

orchestration. I’ve called Highway home for 
more than nine years now and serve God under 

the leadership of two of the most incredible 
people I’ve ever met, Pastors Byron and Anne 
Graham.  

It sounds strange to say, but I’ve always felt 
God tug on my heart, caught in love like a hook. 
I honestly believe it was due to the spiritual 
guidance of so many of the staff  at Calvary, namely 
Mr Schmidt, Mr Paech, Mr Morton, Mrs Hurle, and 
many, many others. They encouraged me to seek 
God outside of school. I found God when I was 14, 
an age that is typically awful for young women, 
and haven’t looked back since. I have so much to 
be thankful for. Writing this little article has given 
me the opportunity to refl ect of all that God has 
done in my life, how He has prepared me for each 
and every season and how He has blessed me. So 
thanks for the opportunity to share.  

I have so many fond memories of my time 
at Calvary. I look forward to coming to visit the 
College again to see all the new developments and 
changes to the Carbrook campus. “

Ministry calls
After her 2008 graduation, College vice Captain, georgia Williams, saw the hand of god 
move her in directions she didn’t expect. 

the time, this seemed like a random coincidence, 
but looking back it was defi nitely divine 
orchestration. During my time at Sunnybank 
Private Hospital, I was becoming increasingly 
more involved in serving at Highway Church 
as a part of the Creative Worship and Youth 
Ministries. I had the privilege of being 
involved in National Conferences, Women’s 
Conferences and Community Carols Projects. 
As I felt the season in my job was ending and 
an intense tug toward ministry, an incredible 
opportunity to join the staff  at Highway 

orchestration. I’ve called Highway home for 

action packed adventures
Daniel robertson, Class of 
2009, recently got in touch 
with us.

‘My post-Calvary journey 
has been quite varied and 
exciting. Looking back fi ve 
years on, I am thankful for the 
opportunities and experiences 
that have been off ered to me. 
When I graduated in 2009 I 
made the somewhat perplexing 
decision to enlist in the Air Force 

Gap Year program – it was the last thing I would have expected 
myself to do even a year before graduating. In hindsight, 
however, I think it was the best thing for my personal and 
spiritual growth. People still ask me about this experience, and 
I delight to tell them that although it was challenging, it was a 
tremendous launching pad for the next stage of the journey.

I enrolled in a Bachelor of Secondary Education in 2011 
(blame the great teachers I had), and am happy to say that I 
graduate this July. University has been an amazing experience. 
I was sponsored to go to South Korea for a three week cultural 
exchange, represented Griffi  th as an ambassador on roadshows 
that toured in country NSW, ended up on billboards and TV 
commercials as part of an advertising campaign, and spent fi ve 
months in Canada completing a semester of study, which was 

by far the best part of my university experience. I have been 
truly blessed.

Currently, I’m working towards heading back to Canada for a 
short break after graduation. I’m also pretty involved in my local 
church’s youth group, music team and community outreaches. 
Right now, as I fi nd myself in the interim space between 16 years 
of education and my career, I’m grateful for what I have learnt 
and thank and hope God for all that is to come.’ 

amy caswell
amy Caswell Nee reeza (Class of 2002 and luPs student) 
and her husband andrew (who also attended Calvary 
in 1997) have been married for six years.  They have two 
children and one on the way.  Baby is due in November 2014. 
Amy is studying a Bachelor of Accounting part-time through 
Open University and Andrew works for NCR as a Computer 
Technician.  The elder of their current 
children, 
Noah will 
be attending 
Prep in 2015.  
We look 
forward to 
welcoming you 
back to Calvary.

Technician.  The elder of their current 

Prep in 2015.  

welcoming you 
back to Calvary.
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Naomi recently got in touch with the 
College and gave us an update of what 
she has been up to since graduating, and 
what an adventure it has been.  

It started back in Ms Tracey Dowell’s 
class, where the walls had photos and 
charts of her travels. Naomi recalls, 
“There was a poster up the back of the 
classroom which showed a to-scale size 
Mount Everest and all the diff erent routes 
up it. I had the poster memorized by the 
end of Term 1 and decided I was going 
there as soon as I was able to.” In 2009, 
a year after graduation, Naomi trekked 
to Mount Everest Base Camp in Nepal. 
This involved two weeks of high altitude 
trekking with a small group of young 
Australians. The group also spent time in 
the Mother Teresa orphanages in India 
to see the work being done there, as 
well as visiting and painting a school for 
handicapped children in Kathmandu. 

In 2012 Naomi travelled solo to the 
Middle East and spent two months in 
Egypt, Israel, Jordan, the Golan Heights 
and Morocco. She said, “My baggage was 
all lost on the way to Egypt but luckily an 
Egyptian family took pity on me and took 
me home with them. They fed, clothed 
and let me stay with them for over a 
week. They took me around their city and 
couldn’t have been kinder. It was a very 
interesting trip.” Naomi is still in touch 
with Ms Dowell and often gets inspiration 
for the next exciting place to visit. 

During her time at 
Calvary, Naomi was part of 
the Agricultural Sheep Show 
Team and credits some of 
the experience she gained 
there with the confi dence 
she has now in handling 
animals in her current job. 
Naomi has been working 
for RSPCA since 2010. 
She used to do the night 
shift, from midnight 
until 8am, dealing 
with urgent animal 
cruelty jobs, injured 
wildlife and animal 
rescues. She has since 
moved to Townsville 
and works for the RSPCA in a virtual 
capacity from home. Naomi helps to 
oversee the dispatch jobs that come 
through the RSPCA call centre, as they 
now coordinate all the phone calls for 
Queensland, Victoria, South Australia 
and Western Australia. She liaises with 
inspectors, police and council to ensure 
that animal welfare jobs are distributed 
and attended by the most suitable 
agency. 

Naomi also credits another favourite 
teacher of hers Mrs Pat David, for helping 
her reach where she is today. She 
said. “Mrs David was my other favourite 
teacher. I wholly credit her for teaching 
me how to write. I can honestly say that I 

didn’t know how to put an essay together 
properly before I ended up in her History 
class. My current job involves a lot of data 
entry that can end up in prosecution briefs 
for court so being able to write and put 
together sentences clearly is critical.”

Naomi said she remembers Calvary 
fondly and found both Mrs David and 
Ms Dowell an inspiration with the 
life experiences they shared. Thank 
you for getting in touch Naomi and 
congratulations on your great adventures 
and achievements! 

adventurous animal activist
Naomi riggs (Class of 2008) was always interested in travelling 
and history but it wasn’t until she took geography and History 
at Calvary that it really fell into place for her.

and works for the RSPCA in a virtual 

zoe-renee andersen (year Twelve class of 2010)
Zoe-Renee Andersen (Class of 2010) started a school based traineeship in 2008 at Jamaica Blue in the 

Hyperdome while in Year Ten at Calvary and accomplished a Certifi cate III in Hospitality by the 
time she graduated Year Twelve in 2010.

After experiencing a few employment careers and 
continually working a second job within the café 
industry, Zoe decided to adventure into the business 
world by becoming a Café owner and employer.

Zoe purchased her very fi rst café on 4 July 2013, personalising 
the café name to Zoe’s Sweet Boutique Café. Shop 32, Metro Markets, 33 Hollywell Road, 
Biggera Waters on the Gold Coast.  She is also very well known for making superb cupcakes too!  
For this she thanks her Hospitality teacher, Dianne Shepherd for her continued guidance and 
support in the subject.  From the College we say ‘well done on starting your own business Zoe!’ 

Follow her on Facebook at zoe’s Sweet boutique Café.

zoe-renee andersen (year Twelve class of 2010)

Hyperdome while in Year Ten at Calvary and accomplished a Certifi cate III in Hospitality 

Zoe purchased her very fi rst café on 4 July 2013, personalising 
the café name to Zoe’s Sweet Boutique Café. Shop 32, Metro Markets, 33 Hollywell Road, 
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Now, having experienced life after school i really believe 
that Calvary successfully prepared me to deal with many 
of the new challenges i will face, especially with regard to 
university, my future career and life in general.  I am currently 
studying a Bachelor of Primary Education and absolutely 
loving it.  I am excited to see how I can positively influence 
generations of students and I am continually drawing upon 
my experiences at Calvary to help me achieve this.  I definitely 
picked up positive teaching styles from my teachers over the 
years and I hope that I can impact my students in the same 
way that my teachers impacted and influenced me. On a 
practical note, I feel that my teachers guided me to be able to 
think and write at a level suitable for university and this has 
already contributed towards me transitioning more effectively 
into university life.  

Not only has Calvary helped me in terms of academic 
learning, but it also assisted me develop skills in leadership 
and community involvement.  Throughout my thirteen years 
at Calvary I was given amazing opportunities to be involved 

with local and global communities.  I was also given the 
opportunity to develop my public speaking skills which have 
already been useful for my studies and will continue to help 
me in the future.

My schooling experience was definitely a positive one, 
filled with amazing memories and learning which I will always 
treasure.  Calvary has and will always be a part of my life and 
I hope that future students will be blessed as much as I have 
been by the Calvary community!

awards:
• Dux 2008 – 2013
• Moderators Cup 2013
• Subject Awards  -  Accounting, Economics, Japanese and 

Health and Physical Education
• Received the Sir Samuel Griffith Scholarship
• Received a merit certificate for the  TJ Ryan Memorial Medal 

in recognition of finding future leaders

sarah walton
Like many of my fellow graduates, my Calvary Christian College experience started in preschool.  I am so 
grateful that I was able to complete my schooling at Calvary because, for me, it was not only a school, but a 
community as well.

SaRaH CaLdERwOOd  
sarah Calderwood (Class of 1997) was heavily into the Music program at 
Calvary, and after graduating, music continued to be a big influence on her life. 
She joined an Irish Celtic band called Sunas (pronounced Soo-nus), and ten years 
later (in 2011), (still in the band) they recorded their album Celtic Road for the ABC 
Classics label. Sarah went on to record her own solo album with the ABC, called As 
Night Falls. Her solo album was nominated for an ARIA award in 2011 for Best World 
Album. Unfortunately, she didn’t win, but was very honoured to be nominated. Her 
sister Hayley (Class of 2003) was very blessed to sing backup vocals on her sister’s 
solo album.   The Calderwood family is very proud of your accomplishments and so is 
Calvary! Well done Sarah.

bO-LaRz davIES
My favourite subjects at school were 
Film & Television and Art, so when I 
graduated in 2006 I decided to do a 
Bachelor of Creative Industries at QUT, 
majoring in film, photography and 
creative writing.
I moved to London the year after I 
finished uni and have had a lot of 
opportunities to use the skills that I 
learnt. I have taught art & film classes to 
disabled students, designed an album 
cover for a rap singer, done photo 
shoots for fashion magazines and even 
taken Santa photos! I am currently 
working full time for a Television 
Production Company. 
Living in London is fantastic, I don’t 
mind the weather and I especially love 
the travel opportunities.



NaOMI wILLIaMS
Naomi Williams, class of 2004, married 
Ben Harris from the graduating Class of 
2003 in 2013.  Naomi has been teaching 
primary school for the past six years.  
She is also assisting the College with the 
Class of 2004 Ten Year Reunion which 
takes place in October 2014.

EMMa EdwaRdS
Primary School 
Teacher and 
past Calvary 
student, Emma 
Edwards has 
been teaching 
Year One at 

Calvary Christian College for four years 
now after graduating from Griffi  th 
University with a Bachelor in Education 
specialising in Early Years.
Emma started at Calvary half way 
through Year Ten in 2004 after moving 
over from Wales in the UK and 
completed Year Eleven and Twelve here 
before graduating in 2006.

EMMa LyNCH

Emma Lynch (nee Walton) who studied 
at the College until 2002 with her 
second born son, Boston aged 2 months 

and Mum Barbara who is PA to the 
Principal. Her fi rst born son is Ryder, 
now 2 years old.  Emma is married to 
Dave Lynch and works in administration 
for Relationships Australia.  Boston and 
Ryder are nephews to Sarah Walton 
(Class of 2013) and Hanah Walton (Class 
of 2012).

FIONa bROquESa NEE KuSS

Fiona Broquesa nee Kuss (Class of 2001) 
is teaching at a school in Thornlands.  
Her husband Joel Broquesa is on the 
maintenance team at Calvary.  Their 
eldest daughter Jasmine is in Year 
One at the College, while the younger 
daughter, Abigail and son Samuel 
attend childcare.

TESTON MEybERRy wEddINg

Elise Teston (Class of 2010) married 
Jordan Mayberry on 28 September 2013 
at the Robina Woods Golf Course on the 
Gold Coast. Carole Berry was the maid 
of honour (Vice Captain of 2010) and 
Marcus Teston was a groomsmen (also 
a Vice Captain in 2010).  Congratulations!

HIgH SCHOOL SwEETHEaRTS wEd

Class of 2009 graduates, Chloe Dancewicz 
and Sean Wilson were married on 15 
June 2013. Mums, Rebecca Wilson and 
Marianne Dancewicz, both also work at 
the College – Carbrook campus.  Thanks 
for sharing your news.

aMy bISHOp

Amy Bishop (Class of 2011) has 
announced her engagement to 
Lourens Botha.  Amy and Lourens 
met at the Beenleigh Baptist Church 
and he proposed to her at the top of 
Mt Ngungun on 9 June 2014.  Amy is 
currently studying a double degree in 
Business and Education at Christian 
Heritage College.
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HayLEy daLEy NEE 
CaLdERwOOd
hayley Daley nee 
Calderwood (Class of 
2003) decided to move 
to Canberra, and started 
getting into the amateur 
musical theatre scene. 
In 2013 she was lucky 
to be a chorus member 
in the production of 
Phantom of the Opera 
at the Canberra Theatre 
(Canberra’s version of the Lyric Theatre).  
Hayley said to us via Facebook. “It’s an absolute dream come true for me.” 
 In July 2014 Hayley auditioned for the Sound of Music.  We wish Hayley all the 
best for her future auditions.  Hayley also married Adam Daley  in Canberra 
in 2013.

HayLEy daLEy NEE 
CaLdERwOOd
hayley Daley nee 
Calderwood (Class of 
2003) decided to move 
to Canberra
getting into the amateur 
musical theatre scene. 
In 2013 she was lucky 
to be a chorus member 
in the production of 
Phantom of the Opera 
at the Canberra Theatre 
(Canberra’s version of the Lyric Theatre).  
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