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The Essentials... 

Reflect on what you think a well educated student is like.  It is the aim of 

the Primary Years Programme that each student develop a balance of 

Five Essential Elements; Knowledge, Concepts, Skills, Attitude and Ac-

tion.  

What is the significance of each Essential Element?  

Knowledge: There are “core commonalities” (Boyer1995), that we share 

and experience as global citizens. The Primary Years Programme aims to 

develop students’ knowledge and understanding of globally significant 

issues through the units of inquiry and the central idea of each unit. The 

theme for this year’s Exhibition unit is Who We Are, with the central idea,  

Influential people affect and impact others by motivating them to 

make a difference in themselves, society and the world  

This central idea is transferrable across cultures, allowing the students 

scope to engage in in-depth inquiry about their chosen influential person. 

 

Concepts:  These are the big ideas that have relevance across all disci-

plines, time and place. In the case of Exhibition, students will draw out 

concepts from their research of a chosen influential person. From here, 

they develop a key question for each concept and the activities they de-

sign and create will answer those questions. There are eight PYP key 

concepts for students to reflect on, Form, Function, Causation, 

Change, Connection, Perspective, Responsibility and Reflection. 

 

Skills:  Throughout a student’s PYP learning journey, they will acquire 

and develop a number of skills. These skills are transdisciplinary in nature 

as they can be applied across all areas of schooling. Year Six students 

will be demonstrating the development of such skills throughout both the 

process of constructing their exhibition display and their presentation on 

the night. The PYP transdisciplinary skills fall into categories of Thinking, 

Social, Communication, Self-Management and Research. 

 

 

Attitudes:  PYP Attitudes are the feelings, values and disposition a child 

develops towards learning. The PYP framework works to develop stu-

dents as life long learners, with a deep understanding of core concepts, 

who are independently motivated to extend their learning by initiating 

inquiry. As students grow in Appreciation, Commitment, Confidence, 

Cooperation, Curiosity, Creativity, Empathy, Independence, Integrity, 

Respect and Tolerance,  they demonstrate the attributes of the Learner 

Profile. 

 

Action:  Ultimately, a result of a student’s engagement, enthusiasm and 

deep understanding is that they are inspired to take action. Self-initiated 

action can take the form of any act of service outside of the classroom 

environment where a student is motivated by their learning, demonstrat-

ing commitment to the learner profiles and attitudes. The Year 6 Exhibi-

tion is such a display of action—student’s who are inspired to create 

meaningful learning experiences which inform the community of  a topic 

they have inquired about and are passionate about. 

Bringing it all together… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  Please join us: 

 

Kim Winton  

PYP Coordinator, Calvary Christian College  

Action: informative 

handout to encourage 

support for related 

charities 

Skills: communication, 

thinking, social, research 

and self-management 

Concepts: Form, 

Change and Responsibility 

Knowledge:  Who We Are and Central Idea 

Attitude:  Learner Profiles 

Date: Tuesday 15 September 

Time: 5:30 –7:30 

Venue: Calvary Community 

Centre, Carbrook Campus 


