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It is not lost on me that only four other people have had the 
privilege to lead this College. I will do everything I can to 
ensure that we enjoy every success to which we are entitled in 
the years ahead.

We are a strong, confident, multicultural, happy, energetic, 
remarkable school, with 1475 of the best young people you 
could ask for and 200 staff members to care for them.

I gave a vow to students on my first day at Canterbury and 
I will repeat it here. I will do everything I can to ensure that 
the faith your parents and family have invested by enrolling 
you in this College is paid back tenfold. My job is to surround 
you with the best teachers, coaches and support staff that 
Queensland has to offer: great minds, caring souls, motivated 
and motivating experts, those who will go the extra mile, who 
provoke you to action, who will share a laugh but also set the 
bar high. I take this task as your Principal very seriously. 

After you graduate from Canterbury, I want you to be known 
in Logan, Brisbane, Sydney, London, Shanghai, wherever you 
may live and work in your lives, as intelligent, entrepreneurial, 
articulate and passionate servant leaders. Whether you 
be future small business owners, working in health, 
science, engineering, tourism, retail, the law, politics or the 
environment, I have a common goal for you all. For Canterbury 
to have given you all the wisdom, creativity, problem-solving 
capacity, empathy and sense of justice and decency that you 
need to be leaders in your chosen field.

I think of the 109 students who are in Prep. These boys and 
girls will be joined by many others over the next 12 years 
and they will be graduating from Canterbury in 2031. Logan, 
Queensland and Australia will be different then. Our natural 
and built environment will be very different.  Logan will be a 
city of 600 000 people, Australia will be a country of 31 million. 

Industries, university courses, traineeships and apprenticeships 
in occupations that don’t exist today will be on offer for our 
Year 12s in 2031. They will be data trackers, drone engineers, 
atmospheric water harvesters, avatar relationship managers, 
digital concierges and nano-medics. Strange jobs indeed by our 
understanding today.  They will also of course still be nurses, 
engineers, plumbers, hotel managers, lawyers, salespeople, 
chefs, builders and teachers.

Canterbury in 2031 will be different too – different learning 
environments, access to AI and VR in your learning every day, 
a day which blends learning between school and home, new 
buildings and partnerships with universities, hospitals and schools 
overseas. There will be new subjects I’m sure, new sports, new 
arts ensembles, new languages, new discoveries in science and 
the humanities and new discoveries to be shared. 

As the world changes, so must the type of education that we 
provide at Canterbury. We must not however forget about character 
– humility, empathy, tolerance, selflessness, forgiveness– we must 
continue to focus on these elements as well.  These are linked to 
our Christian worldview and our Anglican values – they remain as 
relevant as ever in 2031.  

What an exciting thought for me as your Principal. What a 
privilege it will be to see our Prep students graduate in 2031 
into this exciting future. And what a joy it will be to see each 
group before them graduate as well, including our Year 12s who 
have only months to go. As your Principal, I will ensure that your 
education at Canterbury will be better and different and will set 
you apart from your contemporaries and make you ready for 
the world.

Thank you for welcoming me into this College community so 
generously. I look forward to many exciting and rewarding years to 
come as the Principal of this College. 

Mr Daniel Walker 
Principal

Dear Canterbury College Community,

It is the most profound honour of my professional life to be o�ered the 
opportunity to serve the sta�, students and alumni of Canterbury College as your 
new Principal. I must say that my 21 year old self, starting his career at Winton 
P-10 State School might be a little bit surprised to see where his career led.  

PrincipalFrom the
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Traditionally we refer to a student who is a good speller as 
a student who is able to say one sound that a letter makes. 
It isn’t often we expect students to identify all of the sounds 
that a letter makes. For example, when learning the letter C, 
if a student can say one sound that C makes, we believe the 
student has a great understanding when it comes to spelling. 
Director of Teaching and Learning (Junior School), Mr Luke 
Van Leuveren, helps us take a closer look at the Teaching 
Handwriting, Reading And Spelling Skills (THRASS) in the 
College, the ways in which we  can all help students with 
spelling and the future training for Canterbury teachers.

There are many approaches to the 
teaching of phonics and the English 
language, and our Canterbury College 
model is the THRASS approach. 
THRASS is an explicit phonological 
approach to teaching reading and 
spelling skills to learners of any 
age. THRASS is not a program, nor 
a replacement for quality literacy 
instruction, it is an approach to 
the teaching of literacy skills. With 
THRASS, the key to the success of 
early literacy outcomes, is for students 
to be taught from the beginning that 
letters can make multiple sounds, and 
they need to look at where the letter is 
in a word to read and spell it.  

Academic success involves the 
implementation of evidence-based 
approaches to quality education. 
In 2009, Educational Researcher, 
Professor John Hattie, undertook 

the largest meta-analyses1 on the 
influences of student achievement. 
During this meta-analysis, 800 
approaches to teaching and learning 
were analysed, with over 80 million 
student results compared. One of 
which is Explicit Instruction (or Direct 
Instruction) and is a teaching method 
whereby the teacher tells students 
what to do and shows them how to 
do it. 

“The teacher decides the learning 
intentions and success criteria, 
makes them transparent to students, 
demonstrates them by modelling, 
evaluates if they understand what 
they have been told by checking for 
understanding and then ties it all 
together with a closure,” Hattie noted. 

With explicit instruction, THRASS is 
made clear by the classroom teacher, 

and students are supported to learn 
key spelling terminology from the 
beginning of their schooling. This allows 
for affirmative checking and where at 
specific points of the lesson students 
are required to demonstrate mastery 
before moving onto the next stage2.

Students should be taught from 
the beginning that the English 
language has 26 letters and 
44 sounds (phonemes) in the 
English language. At Canterbury, 
students are taught from Kindy 
there are more than five vowel 
sounds, with 20 vowel phonemes 
and 24 consonant phonemes. 

an approach to spellingan approach to spelling
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What does a school day look like in Canterbury’s Junior 
School classrooms?

The College’s Junior School English Professional Learning Team 
recently spent all of Term 2 this year developing a Junior School 
Scope and Sequence in the area of English. An English session 
at Canterbury does not consist of THRASS time, rather THRASS 
permeates through the entire school day. For example, students 
learn and reference the chart while trying to spell “ship” in HASS, 
match graphemes to words during the reading block, call on 
the THRASS rap and rhyme while handwriting and they look at 
the origin (etymology) of the word during a math session. If a 
student is struggling to spell a word, the teacher will ask them to 
reference their THRASS chart and use this as a targeted explicit 
teaching moment. 

How does THRASS cater to multi-sensory learners 
at Canterbury?

The THRASS chart is a multi-sensory teaching tool. Students 
learn songs, rhymes and raps auditorily, use their fingers to locate 
the sounds on the THRASS chart kinesthetically and connects 
their learning cognitively while writing. This provides multiple 
exposures to learning, which then provides students with regular 
opportunities to encounter, engage with, and elaborate on new 
knowledge and skills. 

How does THRASS cater to 
Canterbury students who 
require individual support?

A synthetic phonics approach 
has a large impact on the 
literacy outcomes for students 
with severe language disorders 
or Dyslexia. Researcher, Sir 
Jim Rose, noted that THRASS 
has a proven track record in 
unlocking the door to literacy 
for all children, including those 
with Dyslexia3. Dyslexia is a 
learning difficulty that primarily 
affects the fluency of word 
reading and spelling. Characteristic features of Dyslexia are 
difficulties in phonological awareness, verbal memory and verbal 
processing speed and are not related to intelligence. By using a 
hands-on, linguistically correct approach, students who require 
individualised support are able to connect their knowledge with 
their learning about letters and sounds. 

What about decoding? 

It is worth looking at the definition of decoding in the Australian 
Curriculum, which states decoding is a process of working out 
the meaning of words in a text. In decoding, readers draw on 
contextual, vocabulary, grammatical and phonic knowledge. 
Readers who decode effectively combine these forms of 
knowledge fluently and automatically, and self correct using 
meaning to recognise when they make an error. 

An effective reader should possess aptitude and skills in text use, 
text analysis and decoding. Independently each of these areas 
are important, however they all focus on meaning making, which 
is the core purpose of all reading behaviours. This is different than 
sounding out, memorising a word or even using picture cues – as 
decoding is a combination of reading skills. Within the classroom, 
students are also taught about the etymology of words and 
analyse the individual elements of each letter on the THRASS 
chart, which continues to build meaning for students. 

THRASS is not a 
program, nor a 

replacement for 
quality literacy 
instruction, it is  
an approach to  
the teaching of 

literacy skills. 

Ways we can help teach children to spell.

•  When discussing spelling with children, 
it is important we all learn the correct 
terminology and take the time to explain 
this terminology to children. 

•  Graph is a one letter spelling choice 
(for example “a” as in cat).

•  Digraph is a two letter spelling choice 
(for example “ck” as in duck).

•  Trigraph is a three letter spelling choice 
(for example “are” as in square). 

•  Quadgraph is a four letter spelling 
choice (for example “eigh” as in eight). 

•  Make sure students are familiar with 
phoneme, grapheme, graph, digraph, 
trigraph and quadgraph; these should 
all be as familiar to students as square, 
triangle and circle. When students are 
taught using the THRASS chart they 
learn this terminology early and use 
this terminology in the context of their 
writing. This removes the need for ‘sight’ 
words, or for weekly spelling lists, as this 
encourages students to rote learn one 
particular word and then hope they use 
this spelling correctly in their writing.  

Ongoing professional learning is an integral 
part of the implementation of THRASS 
at Canterbury. All classroom teachers at 
Canterbury are Level Two THRASS trained. 
Further training is booked for January 2020 
which will see all our classroom teaching 
staff achieve mastery level.

1  Hattie. J. 2009. Visible Learning: A Synthesis of over 
800 meta-analyses relating to achievement

2  Lemov, D. 2015. Teach like a champion 2.0: 62 
techniques that put students on the path to college

3  Rose. J. 2009. Identifying and Teaching Children and 
Young People With Dyslexia and Literacy Difficulties
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Junior School entry 

“You have  
the power”

Secondary School entry 

“You can make  
a change”
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Hey , tell me 
about Canterbury College?

Information, media and data literacy has never been more important for 
our students than in this current technologically disruptive time. In an age of 

buzz words like “fake news” and “hot takes”, and where children can call out 
“hey, Google” to receive auditory answers by way of artificial intelligence to literally any 
question that falls from their mouths, school libraries are proving more significant than ever.

Megan Stuart, Coordinator of Information Services

Without regular lessons from, and 
visits to, the library, there is a chance 
our students could lack a grounded 
understanding of legitimate resources 
and credible content. 

For 10 years the College’s libraries have 
mirrored the best school library practice, 
which recognises that a library plays 
a key role in raising students’ literacy 
levels and improving their access to 
knowledge. Although the foundational 
values around literature and research 
still exist, many aspects of how our 
libraries are used have changed 
dramatically. The use of hard copy non 
fiction materials by Secondary School 
students has declined as they become 
more adept at finding legitimate and 
current information through databases, 
journals and electronic texts.

Our students all have access to 
social networking and computers 
for immediate access to information. 

Even our public libraries 
have needed to acquire 
collections that many 
parents and carers of 
our College students 
were not privy to when 
they were at school. In 
2017-2018 Logan City 
Libraries acquired over 
10,5001 items for their 
Digital Collection. 

Even Cambridge University 
Professor, Timothy Gowers, uses his 
blog to invite mathematicians from 
around the world to offer solutions. 
Gone too are the days when we 
expected silence from students in 
our libraries as they now come to 
collaborate and discuss shared ideas 
and assignments.

Canterbury will continue to move with 
technology and stay on the cutting 
edge of information, resource delivery 
and social systems so our students 
are confident and world ready 
through their learning practices and 
access to information, today and into 
their future. 

1  http://www.plconnect.slq.qld.gov.au/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0014/426011/SLQ_
StatsBulletin1718_201900301.pdf
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A time for learning 
at Canterburyat Canterbury

“It is paradoxical that many educators and parents still 
di�erentiate between a time for learning and a time for 
play without seeing the vital connection between them.” 

Leo Buscaglia. 

How do we prepare students for the skills they require to be world ready in a time 
of considerable change in education? In our Prep classrooms at Canterbury we have 
implemented a play based curriculum called iTime (Investigation Time), which is based 
on the Walker Learning Approach (WLA). The WLA is an explicit pedagogical practice 
that embraces cultural relevance and family and environmental contexts, provides open 
ended learning opportunities, embraces the independence of students and sets clear 
learning goals and accountability measures around student learning. learning goals and accountability measures around student learning. 

The WLA is the “first major Australian 
based total and holistic pedagogy 
to be designed and implemented 
for students in Preschool to Year 8. 
This pedagogical approach is based 
on decades of research about play 
based and personalised learning and 
social constructivism. The WLA has a 
focus on the education of the whole 
child, from birth to 12 years, through 
theories of practice, parent education, 
empowerment and inclusion, teaching 
and learning at school, and establishing 
and sustaining links and networks 
between family and community1.” The 
WLA supports a student’s natural 
desire to engage in experiences which 
are based on interests and developing 
skills. The Early Years Learning 
Framework, Belonging, Being and 
Becoming clarifies the many roles that 
educators take in play and the variety of 
strategies that can be used to support 
learning. The framework sees play as a 
way for children to learn by organising 
and making sense of their social worlds 
and engaging actively with people, 
objects and representations. 

Five developmental domains underpin 
the approach of iTime. These 
domains include emotional, social, 
cognitive, language and physical. The 
Emotional Domain refers to a range of 
elements of maturity centred around 
the individual. It relates intentions 
within general stages of development 
expectations. This domain builds 
self-expression, the ability to question, 
autonomy, resilience, self-esteem and 
a sense of initiative and industry. The 
Social Domain refers to a range of 
elements of maturity centred around 
the individual in relation to others. 
This domain relates objectives within 
the general stage of developmental 
expectations. It builds awareness 
of others, acceptance of diversity, 
develops empathy, builds collaboration 
and cooperative interactions and 
expression. The Cognitive Domain 
refers to a range of elements related 
to thinking and making sense of 
the world. This domain builds risk-
taking, problem solving, deductive 
thinking, reasoning and creative 
thinking. The Language Domain 

What is iTime?

iTime allows opportunities for students 
to enhance their oral language by 
interacting with others, developing 
communication strategies and working 
with peers and adults. The curriculum 
encourages self regulation, problem 
solving, independence, resilience and 
confidence. As students are supported 
to make decisions and initiate play, they 
become learners who show initiative 
and autonomy. 

In an ever changing educational 
landscape, students need to be 
provided with a solid foundation of skill 
acquisition and be allowed to develop a 
range of thinking and research abilities 
in order to learn how to learn. We 
cannot possibly teach all of the content 
or knowledge there is to currently know 
in the world or make predictions about 
what information will be necessary 
in the future, but we do know that we 
need to teach foundational skills which 
are transferable and adaptable which 
also encourage collaboration and 
teamwork.

6



“A play-based curriculum has many benefits for 
children as it facilitates the development of skills, 

dispositions and knowledge. An e�ective play-based 
curriculum can assist students to develop lifelong 

learning skills that will stay with them beyond the early 
learning environment. Engaging in play-based learning 

enables children to develop thinking skills such as 
problem solving, reasoning and lateral thinking2.” 

refers to elements of expression and 
articulation in communication. This 
domain builds articulation, speech, 
volume of voice, oral language 
experiences and intonation. The 
Physical Domain refers to elements 
related to gross motor, fine motor, and 
bilateral coordination including spatial 
awareness. This also includes body 
image, health and nutrition. 

What does iTime look like in a 
Canterbury Prep classroom?

iTime in our Prep classrooms is a 
highly structured continuum of sessions 
which build on the developmental 
domains of each individual student. 
iTime sessions are not an add on for 
the day, we do not try and ‘squeeze’ 
additional play time into the curriculum, 
but it is a major pedagogical tool for 
teaching and learning and engaging 
students in active, hands on learning. 

At least four times a week, the students 
start their day with iTime. Students 
begin with a tuning in stage with the 
classroom teacher, which helps them 
to focus on their learning from the 
previous day and direct them into the 
learning intention for the morning. The 
tuning in time is particularly important 
as it sets the tone and pace for the 
whole day. The teacher models the 

language of learning, consistent 
with the intention mapped out in the 
learning intentions. It is tuning in for the 
learning for the whole day, not just for 
the investigations. Teachers may use 
some photographs from the previous 
day to help tune children in. It is during 
this time that the ‘focus students’ are 
selected (these include a reporter, a 
photographer and a focus child) and 
the teacher provides prompts or begins 
to spark student learning.

After tuning in, students then begin the 
investigations. There are six stations set 
up in the Prep classroom, and these 
stations change on a frequent basis, 
but may include a literacy or numeracy 
station, a construction or sensory 
station or a scientific station. During 
this time, the teacher supports and 
guides the learning of the focus child, 
and roams and conferences with other 
students. Students move freely to other 
stations depending on what sparks their 
interest. 

After the investigation comes reflection 
time. This time is not an opportunity 
just for students to report back to the 
classroom, but rather an opportunity 
for students to express what they have 
learnt. Students are explicitly asked 
what they have learnt, not what they 
have done. It is during this time that 

the reporter presents back to the class 
with their observations and the focus 
students have an opportunity to reflect 
in a detailed way about their learning 
for the day. When the iTime session is 
complete, the learning still continues 
throughout the rest of the day. The 
teacher will reflect back to learnings 
from earlier iTime sessions during 
other explicit teaching sessions later in 
the day, or utilise resources that were 
created as part of iTime to further 
develop student learning. 

Canterbury publishes a fortnightly iTime 
newsletter to parents, outlining learning 
intentions and success criteria for the 
week. The focus student timetable and 
open classrooms, which are hosted 
by our Prep team once a week, are 
displayed outside classrooms to allow 
families to be involved in iTime. 

For more information on iTime, please 
email juniorschool@canterbury.qld.
edu.au 

Author 
Mr Luke Van Leuveren  
Director of Teaching and Learning 
(Junior School)
1  Walker, K. 2011 Engagement Matters 
2  Cole, C. 2015. Play Based Learning  
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For the  
Love of  
LanguagesLanguages
With the implementation of the new 
Senior Syllabus Languages Program 
this year, it is important for our teaching 
sta� to learn new skills and strategies for 
classroom delivery. 
Traditionally, the use of a textbook to ensure the correct use of language 
is taught has been the most common form of teaching style. However, our 
54 Secondary School language students this year have been partaking 
in our own College qualitative research and it has been revealed that 
our College teachers are using an eclectic approach to their teaching. 
Dynamic in nature, this form of teaching is a style only able to be utilised by 
experienced teachers who have a broad experience base, sound research 
knowledge, flexibility in curriculum design and a growth mindset. The six 
most common pedagogical approaches used to teach in such an eclectic 
style in a classroom environment are:

• Learner-centred Instruction

• Cooperative and Collaborative Learning

• Interactive Learning

• Whole Language Education

• Content-based Instruction

• Task-based Instruction

This research has also identified the type of learner our 
Languages students are. An incredible 98 per cent of 
students are group workers in comparison to students 
who individually study (64 per cent). Practical learners 
are also high amongst Canterbury students, as 
eight out of 10 are identified as this learner type 
in comparison to four out of 10 who are self quiz 
learners. 

The aim with the research is to ensure that 
Canterbury teaching staff are adapting their 
ways of teaching to cater for the widest array of 
learning types that our students may prefer. 
Not only does this proactively address the 
introduction of ATAR for Year 11 students 
this year but ensures our students can feel 
confident in sitting external assessments 
now and well into their chosen academic 
pathway.

If you would like to know more about our 
Languages Program contact  
Sarah Bakanay, Curriculum Coordinator - 
Languages (Years K - 12) s.bakanay@
canterbury.qld.edu.au.
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A qualitative look at our

2019 Canterbury  
Secondary School 
language students
Our 54 Secondary School language 
students  exhibit a mix of learning styles 

51 students responded to  
which pedagogy they prefer

98% prefer 
group 
work

88% are 
visual 
learners

80% are 
class 
participators

64% are 
individual 
learners

68% find conversations 
in the language 
fun during class

65% believe comparing 
cultures is helpful 
in the classroom

54% take a 
leadership role 
in group work

51% prefer 
using a 
textbook

are 
group 
learners9 10out

of

move between 
textbooks, devices 
and other resources8 10out

of

use 
self 
quizzes4 10out

of

find learning 
grammar 
explicitly helpful6 10out

of

are 
practical 
learners8 10out

of
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Secondary 
School 
Students 1 5in

in Year 11 and Year 12 
at Canterbury study a 
language elective subject.
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The ”Archies” also sees  
students improve their 
teamwork and collaboration 
skills, critical thinking skills,  
time management and 
demonstrate a great deal  
of patience.

It is hard to imagine 65 per cent 
of the land area of Queensland 
was drought declared1 in June 
2019. Our Year 9 Principles of 
Animal Production students 
are encouraging us all to think 
about the impact climate 
variability has on Australia’s 
Horticulture Industry with 
the help of “Heather, the 
Horticulture Heifer”, our 2019 
Archibull Prize entrant.

The Archibull Prize is a coveted event 
on the school calendar, where art 
and agriculture collide and morph 
into a giant fiberglass cow. With the 
competition now in its tenth year, it 
encourages students to learn and 
build confidence around farming 
and natural resources, how the 
food they eat can be impacted by 
challenges such as climate variability 
and biosecurity threats and to 
find out more about future career 
opportunities.

The ”Archies” also sees students 
improve their teamwork and 
collaboration skills, critical thinking 
skills, time management and 
demonstrate a great deal of patience.

Overseeing the project is Canterbury 
Secondary School Teacher, Mrs 
Shannon Williamson, who explained 
the design may combine elements of 
artwork, 3D structures, modifications, 
movement and robotics.

“Virtually any design can be entered, 
as long as it is achievable and 
completed within the competition 
timeframe,” she said. 

With 2019 Canterbury’s inaugural year 
of entering, it is the first opportunity 
the College has been able to get “up 
close and personal” with the life sized 
fiberglass cow. 

Allocated the Horticulture Industry, our 
budding “Archies” decided to approach 
the competition from a climate 
perspective, advocating the challenges 
both drought and high rainfall season 
bring our farmers.

Canterbury’s entrant has seen the 
College come together in song, with 
the help of our Year 5 and 6 classes 
who performed and recorded a song 
about Heather. The song was written 
and produced by our Year 9 students 
and exemplifies the initiative and 
leadership skills our students possess 
that make them world ready young 
adults. 

The competition closes in September 
2019, when our Archie will be judged 
and hopefully progress to the finals in 
Sydney later this year. 

If you would like to follow “Heather, 
the Horticulture Heifer’s” journey go 
to our student blog heather-the-
horticulture-heifer.weebly.com/ 

1   longpaddock.qld.gov.au/drought/drought-
declarations/

The ”Archies” also sees The ”Archies” also sees 
students improve their students improve their 
teamwork and collaboration 
skills, critical thinking skills, 
time management and 
demonstrate a great deal 
of patience.

It is hard to imagine 65 per cent 
of the land area of Queensland 
was drought declared1 in June 
2019. Our Year 9 Principles of 
Animal Production students 
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Shannon Williamson, Teacher (Secondary School) 

No Creative Drought  
With The Archibull Prize
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CBCA  
Book  
Week
17-23  
August 2019
#CBCA2019

Mrs Vasti Engelbrecht
Coordinator: K – Year 12  
Inclusive Education

Baby Girl
Milah Engelbrecht 
Born: 17.05.19 
Weight: 2.9kg

Year 4 Teacher, Mr Michael Brown’s six month old son Arlo Brown 
was christened on 9 March 2019 at the Canterbury Chapel. The service 
was made even more special as it was conducted by Reverend Elroy Mee.

We’ve welcomed some very 
little members of the next 
generation of Canterbury 
students this year. 

Mrs Mariana Frank
Senior Administrator

Baby Girl
Charlotte Elsa 
Frank 
Born: 18.07.19 
Weight: 2.97kgs 

Mrs Katrina Kirk
Year Level  
Coordinator: Year 8

Baby Girl
Evelyn Aila Kirk
Born: 28.03.19 
Weight: 3.4kg

Mrs Claire Sivell
Coordinator:  
Years 5 – 12 
Inclusive Education

Baby Girl 
Ella Rose Sivell 
Born: 13.06.19 
Weight: 2.9kg
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Teaching is a career that is forever evolving and one curriculum area that exemplifies this is Design 
and Technology. With constant advances and challenges faced to keep the curriculum interesting and 
relevant for students, it is gratifying to know 84 per cent of Australian teachers report that they and 
their colleagues support each other in implementing new ideas1. 

Curriculum Coordinator of Industrial Tech and Design 
(Secondary School), Mrs Alana Patterson, is not only a 
model to her Canterbury colleagues, but a model teacher for 
all Queensland teachers, as this year’s DATTA (Design and 
Technology Teachers Association) QLD winner.

Were you nominated for this award and how did it make 
you feel when you knew of your nomination?
“I was nominated by Head of Secondary School, Mrs 
Tammy Roth. As teachers it is normal that we go about our 
day and do the amazing things we do without recognising 
exactly how much work we are really putting into our jobs. 
Sometimes it takes somebody pointing that out to you for 
you to realise how hard you do work”.

What does it mean to you to receive the 2019 Design 
Technology Teacher of the Year Award?
“Receiving the award was a big honour for me. To be in a 
room of colleagues from across the state who also teach 
Design Technology, and in the company of such highly 
qualified teachers, Heads of Department and leaders in 
their fields and then to be announced as the winner of this 
award was both a surprise and a privilege. It was also very 
affirming to have so many people in attendance come up 
to me afterwards and congratulate me on both the award 
and my achievements. It is lovely to receive such positive 
feedback and reinforcement about the work I have done and 
continue to do within the Design Technology subject area”.

What does a typical school day look like for you 
during the term? 
“A typical day is a combination of planning, teaching, 
meetings and reviewing programs we are teaching within 
the classroom. Teaching is a busy job, and each year 
presents more paperwork, curriculum and expectation, 
but as a department we work well together to create 
interesting curriculum for our students and ensure that 
the department remains popular and relevant”.

Have you always wanted to be a teacher and be 
involved in technology and design? 
“I wanted to be a teacher for many years and decided on the 
field of Technology and Design based on my interest and 
my ability in the workshop. I come from a family of builders, 
cabinet makers and engineers, so I have always been 
around tools, timber and creating projects, even when I was 
very young. My favourite subjects at school were Shop A 
(Woodworking) and Technology Studies, and I excelled at 
them, so it made sense that I could go on to teach within that 
subject area. I completed a four year university degree in 

Bachelor of Technology Education and began teaching in 2000 
as an Industrial Technology Teacher. I have always enjoyed the 
challenges and changes that come with working in this teaching 
area, such as advances in materials, equipment, software and 
technology, as they keep you on your toes and are constantly 
changing the curriculum to keep it interesting and relevant for 
the students”.

What does it mean to you to be part of the 
Canterbury community? 
“I have worked at Canterbury for 14 years and have loved 
my time here. I have had the opportunity to advance from 
classroom teacher to Curriculum Coordinator and other 
important roles over the years. I love the sense of community 
we have and the support received from staff and students”.

Alana is the Queensland nomination for the DATTA Australia 
Educator of the Year award which will be announced at their 
biennial conference in 2020. We wish Alana the best of luck.

1  http://www.oecd.org/education/talis/TALIS2018_CN_AUS.pdf

Teaching Designed  
for Alana Patterson
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Heidi Le Masurier
2019 has been full of opportunities and events. 

Recently we had the Arts Food and Wine 
Festival which was an extremely successful 
afternoon and evening filled with amazing 

performances from a variety of our Arts 
Ensemble groups. 

We have embraced 
many new changes at 

the College and cannot 
wait to see what other 

changes are ahead. 
At the end of Term 2, 

together with the Year 12 
Cohort, we pursued our 

theme of Unity by getting 
involved in Prep - Year 
11 activities which we 

enjoyed thoroughly. As 
the days count down 

to our final exams, we 
are looking forward 

to Retreats, our 
Valedictory Dinner and 

Final Roll Call.

Adrian Ryrie 

This year has 
been both 
thrilling and 
scary at the 
same time. 

From the 
excitement of the 
Formal, where 
we all dressed up, 
went into Brisbane 
and had an 
amazing evening, to 
the scary realisation 
that hit us when 
we celebrated 100 days left of Year 12. This was when 
I realised the reality of how close it is to the end of 
Canterbury for me. My fellow Captains and I have 
participated in many events this year, we are looking 
forward to our remaining events as Captains in Term 4 
and of course, we are all extremely excited about our 
final exams. 

Samuel Christian-Greenwood 
Year 12 so far has been an adventurous year 
full of a lot of ups and downs but overall very 
enjoyable. Term 1 included the Formal which was 
held at a new venue this year, the Howard Smith 
Wharves on the banks of the Brisbane River. 

For me, it was a night filled with memories to last beyond 
my College years. Term 2 was a new chapter for the 
College as we were introduced to our new Principal. 
I cannot wait to see the changes and 
advancements ahead for our 
beautiful College. 
Our final exams 
are nearing, which 
bring a mixture of 
frightening and 
thrilling thoughts, 
as it marks what 
future lies ahead 
for myself and 
my fellow Year 12 
students.

Georgia Kelly
It has well and 

truly been a 
great year for 

the students of 
Canterbury. 

Term 2 was the 
time for change at 

Canterbury with the 
appointment our new 
Principal, Mr Walker, 

and in just a short 
time at the College 

we have already had many progressive changes from Mr 
Walker that will see present and future students have greater 

opportunities to become even more world ready students. 
These included the introduction of Term Rotation subjects in 

Year 7, new facilities and buildings for the College and new 
College branding. With most of the Year 12 social events 

finished for the year, such as the Formal, Athletics Carnival 
and Ski Trip, we are now ready to jump into intense work 

mode with our QTAC University applications in mind.  

Catch UpCaptain’s
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A Rising Star
We often have a teacher who we remember from our school days that really  
stood out against the rest.

Year 2 Teacher, Miss Georgia Gibbons, is one of those teachers and this year was acknowledged as an 
educator poised to become one of tomorrow’s school leaders with The Educator Magazine’s Rising Star Award.

How did it make you feel when you knew you were 
nominated for the Rising Star Award?

“When Head of Junior School, Mr Bill Garland, told 
me he had nominated me for this award, I was elated. 
Knowing there are so many amazing teachers at 
Canterbury, I was so appreciative and humbled that  
he put my name forward”.

What does it mean to you to receive the Rising 
Star Award?

“I am absolutely thrilled. Teachers at Canterbury work 
incredibly hard, so I am very grateful to be recognised 
amongst my peers”.

What does a typical school day look like for you?

“We manage to squeeze a great deal into  
every day. A typical school day involves 

reading, writing and exploring maths concepts through 
explicit teaching, hands on experiences, class discussions, 
questioning, music and movement, games and 
investigations. I aim to create and deliver lessons that are 
rich in content and fun as I believe that when lessons are 
engaging and challenging, students remain focussed and 
excited about their learning”.

Did you always want to be a teacher and was there one 
teacher you had at school that inspired you to become 
one yourself?

“I have always wanted to be a teacher. When I was young, I 
used to make my friends and family endure writing lessons 
and maths tests, which I would enthusiastically mark. In Year 

1 I was extremely shy and anxious. However, I loved my 
teacher Mrs Moore, who was kind, caring and made 

learning fun. Interestingly, my cousin Olivia 

he put my name forward”.

What does it mean to you to receive the Rising 
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became friends with a girl named Georgia at university last 
year, who was named after her mother’s favourite student. 
We later found out that girl was Mrs Moore’s daughter and 
that student was me, so you can imagine my surprise and 
delight”.

How does a Rising Star spend their school 
holidays?

“Ben [Maxfield, fellow Canterbury teacher and 
Georgia’s husband] and I spent the semester 
break in Bali, which was so much fun. Our 
favourite break however was in April this year 
when we married at Hastings Point Headland in 
New South Wales. It was hands down the best 
day ever”.

What does it mean to you to be part of the 
Canterbury community?

“I feel very lucky. I have met amazing people who 
are now some of my closest friends. We are 
a community that support and motivate each 
other and I am so grateful to work with such 
dedicated educators. I teach the most amazing 
students and I love being their teacher”.

became friends with a girl named Georgia at university last 
year, who was named after her mother’s favourite student.
We later found out that girl was Mrs Moore’s daughter and 
that student was me, so you can imagine my surprise and 

day ever”.

What does it mean to you to be part of the 
Canterbury community?

“I feel very lucky.“I feel very lucky.“I feel very lucky I have met amazing people who 
are now some of my closest friends. We are 
a community that support and motivate each 
other and I am so grateful to work with such 
dedicated educators. I teach the most amazing 
students and I love being their teacher”.

Georgia Gibbons is one of those teachers that all 
parents want their child to have. She is bubbly, 
enthusiastic and always positive. She is an 
exemplary practitioner who is always thinking 
about what else she can do to make her students 
have the best possible experience. 

Georgia is dedicated to the art of teaching and could easily 
transition into an administration role, but she is committed 
to being an outstanding teacher. She actively shares her 
classroom practice ideas via social media. In fact, last year 
she was invited to go on the ABC 7:30 program, as they 
were doing a story on the new generation of teachers who 
have great motivation, a passion for teaching and who are 
using their Instagram accounts (you can find Georgia’s 
account on Instagram @smartieepants) as platforms to talk 
about education. They noticed that Georgia posts photos of 
her classroom and lessons and has a following of 20,000 
teachers from around the world. 

As our Year 2 Team Leader, she openly shares and 
discusses her ideas with her colleagues and has created 
an Instagram page that she uses for professional learning 
networking, where she connects with other teachers from 
all over the world, sharing classroom and lesson ideas and 
gaining inspiration from others. 

Mr Bill Garland 
Head of Junior SchoolR
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Junior TAS 
Cross Country 
and Athletics  

Age Group Placings

9 years Girls First

9 years Boys First

10 years Girls Third

10 years Boys Fourth

11 years Girls Third

11 years Boys First

12 years Girls Sixth

12 years Boys First

Overall Girls Second

Overall Boys First

In both the Beenleigh Zone Cross Country and Athletics 
Championships, we were also crowned overall winners in 
our division. 

William White (Year 5), Mikala Fox (Year 5) and Taylor 
Goodwin (Year 6) were also selected in the Pacific District 
Cross Country Team, with Taylor Goodwin gaining selection 
into the South Coast Cross Country Team to compete at the 
State Championships in Toowoomba.

And the success continues in athletics, with Elize Lee (Year 
5), Mikala Fox (Year 5) and Taylor Goodwin (Year 6) selected 
in the Pacific District Athletics Team. Elize will compete in the 
10 Years Girls Long Jump, with Mikala competing in the 800 
metre and 1500 metre races and Taylor in the 200 metre, 
800 metre and 1500 metre events. 

Led by team Captains Taylor Goodwin (Year 
6) and Charlotte Austin (Year 6), 72 students 
represented Canterbury at the Junior TAS Cross 
Country Championships. With many students 
receiving top three placements and achieving 
personal best times, it is apparent that their 
dedication to their training and preliminary 
events helped Canterbury finish first in the Red 
Division. 

Individual Placings 

Finn Watt 9 years Boys – Third

Isabella Franklin 9 years Girls – Third

Mikala Fox 10 years Girls – First 

Elize Lee 10 years Girls– First

Taylor Goodwin 12 years Boys – First

Success 

JUNIOR 
SPORT

JUNIOR 
SPORT

JUNIOR 
SPORT
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TAS Sport 
Trimester 1
Congratulations to all our TAS Trimester 1 players. It was 
a very successful season, with Canterbury winning five 
Premierships. Girls Basketball had an amazing season and 
were crowned Overall Girls Basketball Champion School. 

2019 Premiers for Trimester 1

Year 9A Girls Basketball

Year 9 Girls Tennis

Year 8A Girls Basketball

Year 7A Girls Basketball

Year 7 Navy Girls Basketball

Trimester 2
Trimester 2 wrapped up in June with all Canterbury teams 
giving it their best. A sincere thank you to all the parents and 
carers who support the Canterbury College Sport Program 
week in and week out. 

2019 Premiers for Trimester 2

Year 9 Hockey

Year 9A Netball

Year 8A Netball

Year 7A Netball

Year 7 Navy Netball

2019 Runners Up for Trimester 2

XI Hockey

Year 10 Rugby

Year 7 Hockey

Year 7B Netball

TAS Cross Country 
Championships
Canterbury won four age groups this year and were 
crowned Girls Percentage Champions and placed second 
overall in the Girls’ Aggregate Tally. 

Age Group Winners

16 years Boys

16 years Girls

14 years Girls

13 years Girls

Individual Medal Winners

Kloe Lockhart 16 years Girls – First

Eloise Stanley 13 years Girls – First

Georgia Grimsey 14 years Girls – Second

Prince Cubahiro 14 years Boys – Second

Vienna Neumeister 13 years Girls – Third

Jorja Lockhart 12 years Girls – Third

Representative 
Sport
Congratulations to our South Coast School Sport 
Representative Student Achievers:

Jorja Lockhart AFL

Lisa Barnett Keresoma Basketball

Mary Barnett Keresoma Basketball

Indigo Thompson Basketball

Hayden Walker Cross Country

Kloe Lockhart Cross Country

Georgia Grimsey Cross Country

Eloise Stanley Cross Country

Georgia Kelly Equestrian

Madeleine Mackenzie Equestrian

Hyojae Lee Football

Olivia Brown Football

Amity Brezac Football

Aaliyah Sheppard Netball

Grace Hamilton Netball

Tahni Evenis Netball

Kaylee Tamala Netball

Kaitlyn-Jean Iva Netball

Hannah Stewart Swimming

Wade Neill Tennis

Kate Neill Tennis

Paige McNamara Triathlon

Setaleki Jovic-Peu Volleyball

Jack Henry Volleyball

Kristina Mrsic Volleyball

Sarah Grove Volleyball

Sophie Cornick Volleyball

Connor Addley Volleyball
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Interhouse 
Carnivals
Secondary Interhouse  
Swimming Carnival
The 32nd annual Canterbury College Years 7 - 12 
Interhouse Swimming Carnival was held on 21 February 
and all four Houses were keen for a strong start in the race 
for the Victor Ludorum (“the winner of the games”) trophy 
presented at the end of the year. We had one of the largest 
student participation numbers in the history of the Carnival. 

Congratulations to Ramsey House who once again were 
crowned Champion House. However, it was a close contest 
this year, with Cranmer and Temple only a small number of 
points behind.

Interhouse Cross Country  
Carnival Age Champions

12 years Girls Jorja Lockhart (Becket)

12 years Boys Alex Orbitz (Becket)

13 years Girls Ellie Stanley (Ramsey)

13 years Boys Jihwan Jang (Cranmer)

14 years Girls Georgia Grimsey (Becket)

14 years Boys Prince Cubahiro (Cranmer)

15 years Girls Keelie Nason (Cranmer)

15 years Boys Sebastien Hunt (Temple)

16 years Girls Kloe Lockhart (Becket)

16 years Boys Jack Kelley (Ramsey)

Open Girls Grace Hamilton (Becket) + Summer 
Thompson (Cranmer)

Open Boys Hayden Walker (Becket)

Secondary Interhouse  
Athletics Carnival 
With perfect Queensland weather, the 32nd annual 
Secondary Interhouse Athletics Carnival was held on 27 
May and it was a fantastic day for both competing and 
participating. 

In the battle for the Aggregate House Competition, Becket 
held on to their early pre carnival events lead to be crowned 
Champions for 2019.

Aggregate House Points
1 - Ramsey  2 - Cranmer 
3 - Temple  4 - Becket

Interhouse Swimming  
Carnival Age Champions

12 years Girls Claire Sanderson (Temple)

12 years Boys Riley Frankin (Cranmer)

13 years Girls Maddison Schipplock (Ramsey)

13 years Boys Joe Matsushita (Ramsey)

14 years Girls Chloe McNamara (Ramsey) +  
Milly Nelson (Becket)

14 years Boys Harrison Franklin (Cranmer)

15 years Girls Joanne Vivian (Ramsey)

15 years Boys Liam Reynolds (Temple)

16 years Girls Hannah Stewart (Temple)

16 years Boys Jayden Schipplock (Ramsey)

Open Girls Sophie-Louise Mathieson (Cranmer) 
+ Cindy Masterman (Ramsey)

Open Boys Max Miller (Temple)

Secondary Interhouse  
Cross Country Carnival
The 32nd annual Interhouse Cross Country Carnival was 
run in warm but damp conditions but it did not stop our 
students giving it their best. Congratulations to Becket 
House on winning the aggregate trophy this year.

Aggregate House Points
1 - Becket  2 - Ramsey
3 - Cranmer  4 -Temple 

Aggregate House Placings
1 - Becket 2 - Ramsey
3 - Cranmer 4 - Temple

Secondary Interhouse Athletics  
Carnival Age Champions

12 years Girls Kaylee Tamala (Becket)

12 years Boys Alex Orbitz (Becket)

13 years Girls Jayla Thoms (Becket)

13 years Boys Alexander Arbuthnot (Temple)

14 years Girls Taylor Wirth (Cranmer)

14 years Boys Cubahiro (Cranmer)

15 years Girls Jade Arbuthnot (Temple)

15 years Boys Daniel Willaton (Temple)

16 years Girls Gemma King (Cranmer)

16 years Boys Lachlan Walker (Becket)

Open Girls Grace Hamilton (Becket)

Open Boys Benjamin Roberts (Temple)
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Netball School of the Year
Canterbury were honoured and delighted to be 
named Netball School of the Year at the Netball 
Queensland Awards. This award recognises the 
many facets that our program offers and delivers 
to our students. From athlete development to 
performance results, individual excellence to our 
broader netball community contributions through 
umpiring and coaching; they were all placed 
under the microscope by the judges.  

QISSN 
This year 64 teams travelled from across the 
state to Bundaberg in the June/July holidays 
to partake in the competition. For our inaugural 
year last year, we ranked 24th, but with our 
girls familiar with the format this year, they 
were determined to eclipse that result. The 
girls played outstanding netball with plenty of 
support from the stands and were crowned 
Candace Adams Cup champions after a 
determined and heart stopping grand final. We 
are now ranked 17th and have our eyes firmly 
set on the top division in 2020.

Vicki Wilson Competition
Canterbury competed in the Gold Coast North Regional 
Playoffs of the Vicki Wilson Netball Competition with some 
outstanding results. 

In the August Open Cup competition, our Canterbury 
Open age team won their way through to the State 
Championships. The team were undefeated in the each of 
Pool Rounds before beating Chisholm College in convincing 
fashion in the first final game. Just like the Shield team, our 
Seniors needed to beat Helensvale State High to secure a 
Regional Championship Medal. The girls played a controlled 
and disciplined game and secured a 5 goal victory.

Similar results were achieved by our Years 7 – 9 teams. 
In the 2017 Vicki Wilson Shield we won Bronze and Silver 
in 2018. Will it be Gold in 2019? That is the aim for our 
Canterbury Crusaders team who have qualified for the State 
Championships after they too won all rounds and finals at 
the recent Regional Championships. Our Cannons team 
also competed and represented the College, losing just one 
match at the carnival and although they are not progressing 
further, the quality of netball played and the exceptional 
sportsmanship the girls demonstrated shows the depth and 
integrity of our Program.

Spotlight on Netball

Ace Student

“Canterbury gave me flexibility 
with my study options which was 
an important part of my success 
on the court,” Harry said.  

Having travelled across the United States for his tennis 
matches, playing in huge stadiums against future professional 
players, he has now returned to Australia and is currently 
coaching the local future stars of tomorrow in the Elite Squad 
at Beenleigh Tennis, back where his career started. 

2014 Alumnus Harry Wells recently visited 
Canterbury to view the new facilities and 
improvements to the College since his graduation.

As a student at Canterbury, Harry was Captain of Tennis and 
played in Firsts Cricket and Football. He has just returned from 
the United States where he attended University in Texas and 
South Carolina on a Tennis Scholarship whilst studying for a 
Bachelor of Business majoring in Marketing. 
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SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHTon the Arts Academy

Canterbury also received the 
highest aggregated mark  
of the more than 25 schools 
in the Redlands Eisteddfod.

Canterbury held its first Arts Food and Wine Festival in August and by all measures it was 
a triumphant success. This event brought the wider community onto the campus, with 
two stages of performances featuring more than 600 students, 15 food trucks, 3 wineries, 
and fabulous craft beers and ciders on tap.  With an estimated 3000 people attending the 
Festival and wonderful reviews received on the performances, the Arts Academy has again 
showcased both the depth of sta� and student talent and the multitude of Arts cocurricular 
opportunities on o�er.

Canterbury again proved to be an Arts powerhouse amongst schools in South East Queensland with 
our strings ensembles, dance troupes and choirs achieving tremendous results at local Eisteddfods:

The Arts Academy entered 2 groups in the 2019 Wakakirri 
competition. The Junior Entry “You have the power” has won Best 
Mental Health Message Award and will compete again for a possible 
National Story nomination. The Secondary Entry “You can make 
a change” won Best Awareness Story and also has received a 
nomination for Best National Story of the Year. At the time of writing 
this article we were awaiting the final decision of the National Awards.

Canterbury also leads the way in our unique Chamber Music program. These ‘by invitation only’ 
small ensembles gather our most advanced instrumentalists to receive specialist coaching, 
masterclasses and performance opportunities. Our chamber ensembles were invited back to 
University of Queensland’s Schools Showcase for the second year in a row, with both Ritornello 
and Trio Bellissimo representing Canterbury at the highest level for the state.

Our Chamber Music ensembles have clean swept every competitive event they entered this year, 
with all adjudicators commenting on how exciting it is to witness the incredible level of chamber 
music making, even in our youngest ensembles:

Our soloists across dance, drama, strings, piano, woodwind and vocal disciplines have also had 
a remarkable year, winning first prizes in the majority of Eisteddfods they entered. These results 
continue to seal Canterbury’s reputation as a premier destination for fostering talents in the Arts.

Trio Bellissimo 1st Prize

Junior Piano Quartet 1st Prize

Junior String Quartet 1st Prize

Senior String Quartet 1st Prize

ARTISTrio 1st Prize

Brisbane 
Eisteddfod

Junior Choir 1st Prize

Junior Singers 2nd  Prize

Junior Dance Company 2nd  Prize

Show Team 2nd  Prize

Junior Dance Company 

Brisbane 
Eisteddfod

Allegro Strings 1st Prize

Bravura Strings 1st Prize

Sinfonia 2nd  Prize

Ritornello 1st Prize

Boys Vocal Group 2nd  Prize

Redlands 
Eisteddfod

Trio Bellissimo 1st Prize

Junior Piano Quartet 1st Prize
Redlands 

Eisteddfod

Dr Janet Wyvill, Director of Arts Academy
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FIVE 
MINUTES 
WITH ...

Kirra Lang
Class of 2017

My Canterbury journey started in 2006 when 
I was in Year 1, so my whole schooling was at 
the College. It meant that I was able to grow 
close to a lot of friends over the years, and it 
ended up feeling like my second home. 

I miss the Arts Department and Cantabile, being a part 
of that choir meant a lot to me. I also miss a lot of my 
teachers, and I do keep in touch with some of them.

I have so many highlights as a student. From every 
musical I was a part of, the swimming carnivals, the 
Cantabile tours to the drama performances. Thinking 
back, a large chunk of schooling was a highlight for me!

To the current Year 12 students, try not leave 
everything to last minute. I procrastinated all 

throughout school and it developed into 
a bad habit that you cannot allow to 

transfer to Tertiary education. Even 
if the maths question is hard 
it does not mean you should 
leave it for another day. Ignoring 
the question won’t do anything 
and I have learnt so much from 
breaking this bad habit, so much 
so that I wish I had broken it 

sooner.

And finally to all students, take as many 
opportunities as you can while you are at 

Canterbury. You will grow and prosper your 
talents if you choose to be active in the College. 

Canterbury provides so many extra curricular 
activities so try and get that headstart. For me, 

studying a classical voice degree now requires lots 
of performance confidence as you get critiqued in 

front of your peers, and all my performing throughout 
school helped build up that confidence. No matter how 

small the activity may be, it can still present you with 
skills that you can take into tertiary education.

Wishing you all well,

Kirra
Kirra Lang is in her second year of a Bachelor of 
Music Degree, majoring in Classical Voice at the 
Conservatorium of Music at Southbank in Brisbane. 
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With so many hours of a student’s day spent at Canterbury, 
the importance of social and emotional wellbeing is just as 
important as academic learning. Head of Health Promotion 
and Education Research at the Telethon Kids Institute in 
Western Australia, Professor Donna Cross, argues that 
managing emotions, resilience and engaging with others are 
essential and need to be a core part of children’s learning.

Wellness Days at 
Canterbury are 
introduced to students 
in Year 7 as they enter 
into the Secondary School phase of their 
education. The first day this year involved 
two sessions; the Enlightenment Crew 
focussing on the real world gender specific 
mental wellbeing issues students may 
encounter and exercise to reduce stress with 
David Jones from Tae Core Musa Kwan and 
his Junior Ninjas. Fitness was not the only 
topic discussed during this latter session 
as students were also shown life saving self 
defence moves. The day concluded with 
a grounding and calming exercise, giving 
the students an opportunity to unwind and 
focus before afternoon Chapel.

With our second Wellness Day for the year 
approaching, the energy surrounding our 
Year 7 students was exhilarating. Attendance 
and participation on the day peaked, clearly 
emphasising the importance students placed 
on this very special day. Kathryn Calthorpe from 
Animal Welfare presented on how to look after 
pets, particularly when going on holidays. Apart 
from it being a valuable resources session, the 
students also got to meet some very cheeky 
furry friends. Being allowed to act silly, free 
from judgement, was exhibited with the Daggy 
Dance session, an opportunity just to relax and 
have some fun. Mrs Stevenson and a group of 
student dancers demonstrated to the cohort 
some outrageous daggy dance moves. The 
students let go of their inhibitions to take turns 
showing off their moves, while cheering their 
friends along in the safety net of their Form 
families. The bonding and support networks 
that this activity facilitated was an invaluable 
experience.  Having Australian Olympic 
swimmer Brooke Hanson present to the 
students as the last session was extra special. 
She is so very inspirational and displayed the 
essence of what it means to be an authentic 
Aussie: her never give up attitude was 
motivational and her beautiful personality and 
open honesty touched all those in the audience. 

Wellness Days
“It is imperative to equip 
students with these core skills 
as research has shown that 50 
percent of lifetime mental health 
problems start by the age of 14,” 

Professor Donna Cross

From meditation and mindfulness, to inspiring motivational speakers and 
daggy dance sessions, they all have a purpose which is to improve the 
mental health and wellbeing of students to provide an optimal learning 
environment throughout their College years.

introduced to students 

Focusing on mental health practices and strength building, the 
first Year 8 Wellness Day started with students taking off their 
shoes and joining in on a Zen Japanese session. Facilitated 
by Mrs Sue Walduck, the students also participated in cultural 
mindfulness activities such as calligraphy and origami. Team 
building exercises and leading important discussions on the 
kinds of behaviour they wanted to see from their peers were also 
explored. A guided practice in mindfulness from Smiling Minds 
highlighted to students the importance of mediation for mental 
health. Our Psychologist, Ms Cathy Perkins addressed the topic 
of individual strength and as a cohort, we determined we have 
strengths in hope, humour and kindness. 

Social dynamics and self worth were the themes for our second day. 
Students were divided by gender to attend targeted programs on what 
being a real man and real woman might look like in today’s age of 
media saturation. Both programs looked at a range of important  
issues such as body image, self worth and friendship dynamics.  
The Enlighten and Good Fella’s presenters resonated strongly  
with the students, with many leaving the day by saying 
how much they enjoyed the sessions; how they learnt 
to be themselves, love themselves, that real men do cry 
and to always work hard at supporting each other in life. 

The Enlighten and Good Fella’s presenters resonated strongly 

The Year 9 Wellness Days this year have focused on both 
individual student wellbeing and group dynamics.

It could be daunting for a student to examine their personal 
strengths and weaknesses in an online survey, so it was important 

for our College Psychologist to speak with students about what they 
might uncover in the survey results. For some, having strategies and tools 

to work on their weakness and work with their strengths is paramount, so 
Smiling Minds Facilitator, Emily, gave students additional skills to harness 
the power of Mindfulness, both in their personal lives and in and around 
an educational environment. These skills offer great scope, from allowing 
students to build stronger relationships, to improving their own academic 
performance, to having clearer strategies for emotional regulation.

Students also need the skills to identify hardship on a personal level 
and in groups. Character Builders and BATYR provoked a great deal of 
conversation within the cohort regarding friendship groups, what bullying 
looks like and the effects that mental health can have on someone in 
a school environment. Conversations and discussions that provoke 
a student to reflect on their own actions and how it may affect others 
requires a mature and open mind and is fundamental in Canterbury’s 
Values. Also, being exposed to real life experiences from the presenters 
on their own mental health journeys gave students an opportunity to 
reflect upon their own wellbeing within a safe environment.

The Year 9 Wellness Days this year have focused on both 
individual student wellbeing and group dynamics

It could be daunting for a student to examine their personal 
strengths and weaknesses in an online survey, so it was important 

for our College Psychologist to speak with students about what they 
might uncover in the survey results
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Teaching students how to be safe, smart 
and responsible online in an age of 
technology and social media is paramount at 
Canterbury, and part of our Year 10 Wellness 
Day was the opportunity for students to work 
towards gaining an eSmart Digital Licence.

Along with our Year 10 Work Experience Program 
later in the year, and a majority of students now of 
an age to be able to apply for parttime employment, 
having Annie Cerone from Resume by Design focus 
on the interpersonal skills and grooming required in 
the workplace was invaluable. Deportment and positive 
interactions techniques and advice were discussed to 
assist students with their Work Experience placements.

Hearing personal stories of mental health issues can often 
be powerful, and Mr Nic Newling from The Champions 
often referred to his own journey during the next session, 
providing some sound advice to our students. To get the 
most out of life we often need to self reflect by analysing 
our personal strengths. This is such an important life skill 
to learn and it was how we chose to finish the day.

The Year 11 students undertake 
their first active leadership role 
in the Good Shepherd Program. 
Guiding Year 7 students through the two key social 
development skills of teamwork and resilience 
is how this program is approached and is 
incorporated into Wellbeing Day with a leadership 
workshop with Youth Development Organisation 
YLead. 

YLead take an interactive approach to leadership 
and allow students to explore it through interactive 
activities and inspirational insights from the presenters. 
Leadership can be a confronting topic and the activities 
can ask the student to step outside their comfort zone. 
Approaching this by looking and discussing ways of 
working together and covering the skills required to 
become effective and competent student leaders in 
2020 is fundamental. 

When students combine the personal attributes they 
have worked upon during the Wellness Day and the 
additional leadership skills developed at the Year 11 
Camp, they are well equipped to start the application 
process for 2020 leadership positions.  

Unity is a theme that is explored during the Year 12 
Wellness Days as their academic years at Canterbury 
begin to draw to a close. Not only are the students 
given the opportunity to prepare for their Formal, but 
they are also confronted with a meeting of different 
minds with the help of outspoken advocate for 
mental health and suicide awareness, Nick Newling. 

To assist the students in preparing for the Formal, a 
deportment presentation and the opportunity to practice 
their special Year 12 dance is incorporated into the first 
Wellness Day. 

With the excitement of such a night though, it is also 
important for students to remember the educational 
journey that is ahead of them for the year, and how 
important it is to support each other. 

To address this, Nick Newling shared his personal 
experiences and stories. Having sufferred with a mood 
disorder throughout high school and also losing his 

Unity is a theme that is explored during the Year 12 

Guiding Year 7 students through the two key social 

brother to suicide, he spoke to the Year 12 cohort about changing 
the way mental illness is addressed, and ways to look out for 
each other.

As the realisation hits of how little time left of College life there 
is, the Year 12 students are able to reflect on their Junior School 
years at their second Wellness Day. Students attend classes 
in the Junior School where they help students with academic 
work, art projects, group reading, playing games and sport. It 
is a day where the Junior School students enjoy the company 
of the bigger boys and girls and many new friendship bonds 
are created. Reliving their Junior School experiences and often 
reconnecting with their Canterbury Junior School teachers during 
this day is a great experience that creates memories that will live 
long after their final day at Canterbury.

If this article has raised any concerns and you 
or somebody you know needs help please call  
Kids Help Line 1800 551 800
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Borneo 
bound 
Our students take a local 
look at global problems. 
There’s little doubt many of us would love 
the opportunity to work with orangutans, and 
for 27 of our students, it will soon become a 
reality when they join the Camps International 
team in December.

Our students will spend time in the Sepilok Orangutan 
Sanctuary to help with their Environmental Program as part 
of their Borneo Trip. They will also get their hands dirty and 
engage in important community and environmental work 
during the 14 day trip.

Director of Mission and Community Mrs Deanne Hamilton, 
said students will focus on three key programs that are linked 
to people, wildlife and environment during the trip.

“Camps International operates across four continents and 
shares a common goal of solving global problems on a 
local scale by embedding themselves at the heart of local 
communities,” she said.

Displaying their engagement within their own local 
community, many of the Canterbury travellers have been busy 
fundraising with bake sales, Mother’s Day treats, car washes 
and Bunnings barbeques along with canteen duty at the Year 
9 dance this year.

Our College Facebook page will keep you up to date on the 
students’ adventures while they are over in Borneo.
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Since this first homestay experience, we have hosted 25 students 
from both Japan and Thailand. We have also welcomed three 
Japanese teachers. Each homestay experience has been 
unique and rewarding in many ways, as we have been able to 
share a little part of our Australian culture with our visitors, as 
well as receive a small part of their own culture in return.

Our two children have benefited immensely by having 
international visitors in our home. They have had the 
opportunity to compare lifestyles and cultural experiences  
with them, learn a new language, share common interests and 
experience new ones, and develop life-long friendships. As a 
result of our connection with Japanese homestay students in 
particular, both of our children have made trips to visit Japan 

and experience for themselves some of the 
cultural aspects they had heard 

so much about.

The friendships that have been formed with our 
homestay students are cherished. In 2015 our daughter 
was able to visit one of the schools that came to 
Canterbury and was fortunate to reconnect with one 
of our homestay students, Hinako. Last year, during 
a trip to Japan, Leanne organised to visit three 
homestay students and their families. It was a wonderful 
experience to meet with them in their home country 
and have the chance to share time with them and a 
delicious Ramen meal, or see interesting sights.

Our most precious memory of hosting a student was 
having Rumi come to stay for two weeks in 2013. She was 
a fifteen-year-old, adventurous and out-going young lady. 
Rumi’s homestay experiences included a trip to Brisbane, 
the Gold Coast beaches, an Aussie backyard ‘barbie’, a 
visit to the family farm and an afternoon at the speedway. 
She had an unbelievable time, and we thoroughly enjoyed 
sharing everything with her. 

Rumi is now 21 years old and we had the chance in 
April this year to visit Japan and reconnect with her. 
She has finished studying at university and has just 
recently joined the workforce. Rumi has also organised 
a trip in September to visit us for a week and we look 
forward to hosting her again.

Homestay experiences have opened our eyes to life beyond 
our own front yard and our own shorelines. We often send a 
quick message to our ‘students’ to say hello and reconnect. 
The students have always been very grateful to have shared 
memories and experience new and exciting things with us.

The homestay journey so far has been both rewarding and 
character building. We value the ongoing connections that we 
have made as a result of being a homestay family. Our family 
unit has been extended over the years and we look forward to 
welcoming future overseas visitors and continuing being part of 
the homestay program offered through Canterbury.

If you would like to become a homestay family, please 
contact Catherine Egan, Homestay Coordinator, on  
3299 0888 or c.egan@canterbury.qld.edu.au.

Our Intercultural 
Journey through 
Homestay at 
Canterbury 
Alan and Leanne Lyle 
Canterbury staff and parents

Nine years ago, when our family was presented 
with the opportunity to host a student visiting 
from Japan, we jumped at the chance to 
welcome Miho into our home. This was the 
beginning of an ongoing adventure for all 
members of our family and an opportunity  
to add a new dimension to our family unit.

cultural aspects they had heard 
so much about.

contact Catherine Egan, Homestay Coordinator, on 
3299 0888 or 

ultural 
Journey through 

at 

Nine years ago, when our family was presented 
with the opportunity to host a student visiting 

ultural 
Journey through 

27



Environmental 
Champions
Environmental 
Champions
Environmental 
Champions

St
ud

en
t A

ch
iev

em
en

ts

Exactly what is it that drives their 
way of thinking and where might 
their future lead them? We recently 
caught up with Charlie, Leon and 
Isabella to ask them exactly that.

What is your favourite school 
subject? 

Isabella: I enjoy most subjects and 
I love having discussions with my 
friends at Canterbury.

Charlie: Business.

Leon: Personally, I don’t really have 
one subject that I favour the most, 
but I do really enjoy Maths, English 
and French. I tend to lean towards 
subjects that are more challenging.

Was there a highlight from your 
event or competition?
Leon: Probably the day before the 
event when we met Al Gore and 
shared our ideas with him. It was an 
amazing opportunity to meet such 
an important figure in the battle 
against climate change. The days 
before the actual event itself I was 
nervous about speaking in front of 
that many people, however when the 
day came and I was on stage, I was 
a lot calmer and more composed.

Isabella: I felt very proud to have 
my poster exhibited in the Logan Art 
Gallery.

Charlie: For me all the events I’ve 
been a part of have been exciting and 
educational. This year I have visited 
NASA as the winner of Little BIG 
Ideas, won Logan Young Citizen of 
the Year and was also the Minister’s 
Climate Challenge winner. I also 
won Tech Fe(a)st and hosted Kids 
Teaching Kids with Australia’s top 
Olympic skateboarder, Tommy Fynn. 
I was particularly excited however 
about Pitch@Palace. It is an exclusive 
event that is by invitation only and it 
provided me an opportunity to pitch to 
the Duke of York as one of this year’s 
finalists. It is an amazing platform and 
I was honoured to have been selected.

Speaking of public figures, if you 
could meet anyone in the world 
who would it be and why?

Isabella: I would like to meet David 
Attenborough because he inspires me 
to care for animals.

Charlie: The Head of Coca Cola so I 
can discuss their waste management 
processes and support them in 
developing a cleaner more sustainable 
approach. 

I would also like to meet Elon Musk 
because he is on the cutting edge of 
innovation right now.

Leon: Since I’ve already met Al Gore, 
I would like to meet Bill Gates, as I find 
his acts of charity and kindness, in the 
face of his fame and wealth, extremely 
inspiring.

If we were to catch up with you in 10 
years from now where do you hope 
to be, or what career path would you 
like to be on?

Leon: I would like to be working in or 
own a company where I am able to 
aid people in need of help, as well as 
address and solve issues to do with the 
environment.

Charlie: I hope to be a Circular 
Economy Entrepreneur with Business 
and Law degrees.

Isabella: In 10 years I hope to be a 
vet because I love and care about all 
animals.

At time of print Charlie Johnstone was 
a featured presenter at YES (Young 
Entrepreneur Summit), Asia Pacific’s 
Largest Youth Entrepreneurship Summit 
on 13 September and will also be hosting a 
Kids Teaching Kids event at QUT during the 
September holidays. 

Upon meeting Year 9 Canterbury Student, Charlie Johnstone, 
you instantly see the passion he has for the environment  
as well as his entrepreneurial personality. You 
also begin to understand the amount of drive 
and determination he has and how Charlie’s 
achievements extend well beyond the College 
grounds and into the community. 

Charlie is not the only student who has achieved 
success in the community this year for their 
environmental actions. Also joining Charlie on stage 
this year at the Minister’s Climate Challenge was fellow 
Year 9 student, Leon Eyears. 

Isabella Shields (inset, opposite page) in Year 5 was 
also awarded as a winner in the 2019 City of Logan 
World Environment Day Poster Competition for her 
water saving environmental message and art skills. 
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Exciting times for Digital 
Technology in Education – 
My Microsoft Journey
I have been interested in using digital technology in teaching and learning  
for a long time. 

I think it started when I realised that Digital Technology could be used to create 
greater engagement of students in class content. I remember quite clearly the 
first time I used a projector to show a class an interactive animation to explain a 
concept we were studying. The school that I was working at in London in the early 
2000’s had just invested in interactive promethean whiteboards in all classrooms. 
I fondly recall spending many hours with a likeminded colleague collecting and 
making digital simulations to explain biological and physical science concepts. 

brought together MIEEs from all over 
the country. The event was held in the 
lead up to EduTECH 2019 which is 
the largest Educational Technology 
event in the Southern Hemisphere. 
The 2-day Microsoft forum was an 
opportunity to collaborate on projects 
with other MIEEs. On day 1 of the 
event I presented to the group on 
some of the great ways that classes 
at Canterbury have been using digital 
tools in their learning. I also had the 
opportunity hear about some fantastic 
programs going on at other schools. 

One of the highlights of the forum was 
a discussion with Anthony Salcito, the 
Vice President, Education at Microsoft. 
Salcito spoke of Microsoft’s Education 
vision and gave us an insider’s look 
at some of the new updates and 
directions. 

As technology continues to change 
the education landscape it is great 
to see how organisations are using 
technology in the most innovative and 
novel ways. One of the presentations 
at the Microsoft Forum was by 
Dr David Kellerman, Faculty of 
Engineering at the University of New 
South Wales. Dr Kellerman is the 
recipient of the 2018 UNSW Teaching 
Excellence award. He spoke to us 
about how he is creating chat bots 
that can learn course content via 
the discussion going on in Microsoft 
Teams. These chat bots are then able 
to help students with their specific 
engineering questions. We saw a 
demonstration of this system working 
and it was remarkable.

 
I felt I had glimpsed the 
future of personalised 
learning and am excited 
to see how we may be 
able to use some of this 
technology at Canterbury.

The day after the Forum I spent 
some time at the Microsoft stand at 
EduTECH talking about using digital 
technologies in the classroom with 
other teachers at the conference. 

While at EduTECH it was great to see 
some of the newest hardware and 
software and talk with experts about 
how these innovations are being used 
in schools.

While at EduTECH I caught up with 
Steve Iuliano who has worked with us 
at Canterbury in building our capacity 
in the 3D creation space. Steve was 
at EduTECH showcasing some of his 
3D creations with Acer mixed reality 
headsets.

At Canterbury I enjoy working with 
teachers across the College to 
develop learning experiences that 
allow students use digital technologies 
to help with their understanding of 
curriculum concepts. In a recent 
example, I have been working with 
Mrs Sue Walduck to see how we 
can effectively include technology 
in Japanese lessons. Using robots, 
virtual reality and mobile apps we have 
developed a range of activities that 

Mr James Jenkins, Director of Learning and Innovation

For many years I have enjoyed 
bringing digital materials into my 
Science classes to make the learning 
more engaging, more effective and 
more efficient. When Canterbury 
introduced BYOT a few years ago, my 
attention shifted to how students could 
take notes in digital books enabling 
them to add audio explanations, 
photos of their investigations and 
annotated videos of processes that 
they were learning about.

Last year I made the decision to apply 
to be part of the Microsoft Innovative 
Educator Expert (MIEE) program. 
Each year Microsoft selects teachers 
who are running innovative digital 
programs in their schools to be part 
of the program. I was lucky enough 
to be selected as a MIEE and have 
enjoyed being part of this Professional 
Learning Community (PLC) this year.

As a group we get together online 
once a month to hear from Microsoft 
Education leaders about new and 
exciting initiatives. We also use 
this monthly meeting time as an 
opportunity to showcase great things 
teachers are doing in their schools 
and to learn from each other.

The Microsoft MIEEs also run the 
regular events called TeachMeets, 
where Teachers can have a day of 
learning about how Microsoft tools 
can be effectively utilised in their 
classrooms.

 In June I went to Sydney to participate 
in the Microsoft Innovative Educator 
Expert Forum. This 2-day conference 
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add variety into the lessons. These activities provide an extra 
dimension of engagement for students which we believe can 
create and increased motivation for some of our students.

Digital technologies are developing very quickly, and I am 
very glad that my professional learning network and 
the experiences afforded to me by Canterbury 
mean that I can keep abreast of new 
technology and innovations that 
can be used with our students. It is 
important to consider carefully what 
will work in our context and use that 
experience along with research to 
drive decisions around technology 
use at the College.

As we are embarking on various 
changes at Canterbury, I am 
excited to be working in a 
community that embraces 
innovative ideas in Education 
and supports the use of 
Digital Technology to help 
prepare our students 
for living in a rapidly 
changing world.

Since the time of writing 
this article, the MIE 
Experts for 2019-2020 
have been released. We 
are proud to announce 
that Rachel Carter from 
our Junior School 
has been selected. 
Congratulations 
Rachel. 
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FIVE 
MINUTES 
WITH ...

Zackary Ryan
After five and half years of hard work and study, Class 

of 2013 alumnus Zackary Ryan has graduated as a 
Maritime Warfare O©cer. Zack has now been posted 

to HMAS Brisbane and is fully qualified to navigate the 
ship to any destination around the globe.

Adding to the gravity of his achievement, Zack 
was named Dux of the course. 60 young men 
and women commenced this course back in 
2014, with 34 graduating along with Zack.

Along the way Zack completed a Bachelor 
of Science at the Australian Defence Force 
Academy, majoring in Science and Geography, 
and has had several postings on three warships 
to complete his navy training.

Zack’s parents recently sent us a beautiful note 
about Zack’s achievements:

“We really wanted to express our gratitude 
to the College for guiding Zackary through 

those years at Canterbury, and to see where 
he is now warms our hearts beyond belief.

We have seen Canterbury continue to grow 
and become a major educational facility 
within our area, and I know you will continue 
to send outstanding students out into the 
world fully capable of having an impact on 
the world we live in.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you.”

Steve & Karren RyanSteve & Karren RyanSteve & Karren Ryan

Zackary Ryan, 2013 graduate, embarked on a career with the 
Royal Australian Navy immediately upon leaving the College.
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After the great success of our 
Open Day in May, we invite 
prospective families to join 
us for our next Open Day, to 
discover why Canterbury is 
a great education choice for 
your family with an amazing 
academic, cocurricular and 
wellbeing program on o�er.

at our Twilight 
Open Day
Wednesday 16 October 2019
4:00pm-6:30pm
at the Arts Auditorium

RSVPs are not required.
For enquiries, please contact  

Mrs Debbie Milne, College 
Registrar on 3299 0888 or 

d.milne@canterbury.qld.edu.au

Featuring 
Welcome presentations

Musical performances 
A marketplace atmosphere

Speak to our Principal, 
senior sta�, teachers and 

student ambassadors
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