
 

 
 
 
 

29 March 2019 
 
Re: NAPLAN Preparation at Claremont College 
 
Dear Year 3 and Year 5 Parents,  
As this is a year for your child/ren to sit for the mandatory NAPLAN tests, we would again like to outline our 
plan for preparing our Claremont students in a non-stressful and supportive way.  
 
At Claremont College, we begin the year with the students completing a full set of NAPLAN practice tests, 
using papers from previous years. Most of the Year 5 students will still be familiar and comfortable with the 
NAPLAN routines, whereas sitting for these tests will be new for our Year 3 students. The lead up for both year 
groups to sitting the tests independently, without asking for help, will be a progression from supported 
assistance to independence.   
 
It is our intention that all students find this routine to be a non-threatening part of their everyday learning by 
the time they sit for the actual tests in May.  
 
The first set of practice tests have been undertaken, with a follow up set in the coming weeks. Sitting for 
practice tests is considered by some adults to be taking away from learning time. While we do not believe 
practising for tests should be a major part of the learning process, there is still learning happening including: 
learning to understand different question types, learning what to do when you don’t know an answer, learning 
to look for key points in a question, learning to solve problems independently and importantly, learning from 
mistakes to improve basic skills.  
 
As the Year 3 and 5 staff along with the Learning Support staff and myself, look at the individual and grade 
strengths and weaknesses in the coming weeks, we are able to ensure that our programs appropriately 
address these. Every year group is different, so this is an important part of the process.  
 
Please remember that we totally understand that you as parents, want your child/ren to do well and not to be 
anxious about NAPLAN. The best way you can help is for you not be stressed and anxious and to pass this onto 
your child/ren.  
 
As we explain in our research paper (2016) ‘we (are) keen to maintain our students’ strong NAPLAN results but 
to focus on this end product alone, which essentially tests basic skills, but does not test process, problem 
solving, perseverance, flexibility, creativity, curiosity, collaboration, cooperation, reflectiveness…just to name a 
few important 21st Century learning skills, would be inconsistent with our aims’. We also know, ‘that NAPLAN 
data has some relevance to teaching and learning, particularly because we find out where our students sit in 
relation to state and national results, and the data is important to the wider school community’, but most 
importantly NAPLAN tells us a lot about your child/ren’s learning journey.  
 
We are deliberately not sending home the dates and times for practice tests.  
 
Please do not hesitate to ask me any questions you may have about our school’s NAPLAN preparation.  
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Mrs Janelle Ford  
(Deputy Principal, on behalf of the Year 3 and Y5 teams) 
 


