
KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

Dear Parents,  

 

SYNTHETIC PHONICS 

Synthetic phonics has been identified as the most successful approach to teaching reading and spelling. 

The synthetic aspect reflects the practice of ‘synthesising’ or blending sounds together. Phonics is the 

process of linking individual speech sounds (phonemes) to written symbols (graphemes). Synthetic phonics 

teaches decoding (reading) and encoding (writing). Students learn to link letters to speech sounds, and 

then blend these together to read words. They also learn how to separate (segment) words into individual 

sounds in order to spell them.  

 

What does Synthetic Phonics look like in the classroom? 

Synthetic phonics involves lots of repetition and guided practice of skills. These include: 

- Metalanguage reviews - What is a phoneme? What is a grapheme? What are the short vowel 

sounds? 

- Quick phoneme reviews - Flash cards with target phonemes 

- Sounding out words and blending the phonemes together to read words 

- Reading and writing words and sentences - using decodable and sight words only 

 

Next week, your child will bring home a word list where they have been asked to read and spell each word.  

Reading 

● If there is a tick that means your child was able to read the word automatically.  

● If there is an ‘S’ with a circle around it means that your child has sounded the word out first eg. 

c-a-t instead of cat. The aim is that they will be able to read and write the words automatically 

without having to sound them out each time. This is an indication that they are beginning to read 

more fluently.  

● If your child did not read the word correctly, the substitution will be written by the teacher eg. cap 

instead of cat.  

Spelling  

● If there is a tick that means your child spelt the word correctly.  

● If your child spelt the word incorrectly, the correct spelling will be written by the teacher.  

 



If your child has demonstrated a high level of accuracy in both the reading and spelling of their words, they 

will move onto the next unit of Synthetic Phonics. If necessary, students will continue to work on their 

current unit of Synthetic Phonics until they are ready to move on.  

 

NEWSPAPER  

We would like to top up our newspaper supply for Art by the end of the term. If you have any newspapers 

lying around the house after the weekend, we would really appreciate it if you could send it in with your 

child.  

  

We hope you enjoy the weekend,  

 

Miss Duff, Mrs Hitchen, Mrs Vula, Mrs Parker and Ms Tyson 

Kindergarten Team 

 

 

 


