
KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

Dear Parents,  

Can you believe we are almost half way through this term… where does the time go? 

 

SYNTHETIC PHONICS 

Synthetic phonics has been identified as the most successful approach to teaching reading and spelling. 

The synthetic aspect reflects the practice of ‘synthesising’ or blending sounds together. Phonics is the 

process of linking individual speech sounds (phonemes) to written symbols (graphemes). Synthetic phonics 

teaches decoding (reading) and encoding (writing). Students learn to link letters to speech sounds, and 

then blend these together to read words. They also learn how to separate (segment) words into individual 

sounds in order to spell them.  

 

What does Synthetic Phonics look like in the classroom? 

Synthetic phonics involves lots of repetition and guided practice of skills. These include: 

- Metalanguage reviews - What is a phoneme? What is a grapheme? What are the short vowel 

sounds? 

- Quick phoneme reviews - Flash cards with target phonemes 

- Sounding out words and blending the phonemes together to read words 

- Reading and writing words and sentences - using decodable and sight words only 

 

Students are regularly exposed to and taught all of the phonemes of the alphabet during literacy groups, 

however the phonemes listed at the bottom of their word list are the phonemes that we are currently 

targeting for spelling.  

 

Next week, your child will bring home a word list where they have been asked to read and spell each word.  

Reading 

● If there is a tick that means your child was able to read the word automatically.  

● If there is an ‘S’ with a circle around it means that your child has sounded the word out first eg. 

c-a-t instead of cat. The aim is that they will be able to read and write the words automatically 

without having to sound them out each time. This is an indication that they are beginning to read 

more fluently.  

● If your child did not read the word correctly, the substitution will be written by the teacher eg. cap 

instead of cat.  

Spelling  



● If there is a tick that means your child spelt the word correctly.  

● If your child spelt the word incorrectly, the correct spelling will be written by the teacher.  

 

If your child has demonstrated a high level of accuracy in both the reading and spelling of their words, they                    

will move onto the next unit of Synthetic Phonics. If necessary, students will continue to work on their                  

current unit of Synthetic Phonics until they are ready to move on.  

 

Parent Groups in Term 2 

Thank you to the volunteers who are able to assist in ‘Kindy Groups’ this term. Please arrive by 9.15am to                    

sign in at the front office and meet one of the Kindy teachers in the classroom at 9.20am. Each session will                     

conclude at 9:50am. Please see the current roster on the last page for ‘Kindy Groups’ this term. Please                  

email the office if there are any changes. The children have and will no doubt continue to enjoy you                   

coming into the classroom and  participate in their learning.  

 

Afternoon Pick Ups 

If you are only picking up a Kindergarten child, you may collect your child either by car or on foot at                     

Coogee Bay Road. Please remember that Judge St pick up is only for parents who wish to pick up their                    

children by car. This means that if you are driving you will be able to skip the queue and drive straight to                      

the gates if it is between 3:00 and 3:10.  

Please remember, if your child has older siblings at Claremont, you will need to wait until 3:10 to pick up                    

all of your children. Please do not get out of your car unless you need to help your child put their seat belt                       

on. Thank you for your assistance.  

 

Winter Uniform 

It is now time that all students at Claremont wear their full winter school uniform. Here are a few                   

reminders: 

● Formal hats are to be worn to and from school, and to Monday morning assemblies.  

● Sun hats are to be worn at recess and lunch. We have a rule at school regarding “No hat, no play”.                     

This means that students who do not have a hat will need to sit in a designated shady place on the                     

playground. 

● Shoes should be polished.  

● Socks are to be pulled up.  

● The boy’s formal shirt to be tucked in and winter ties are to be tied correctly. 

● Full school uniform (including blazer) must be worn to and from school. If children go shopping                

after school, the full uniform must be worn as they are representing the school. 



● The school badge, house badge and other special school badges may be worn.  

● A digital or analogue watch may be worn.  

● Students who have their ears pierced may wear a pair of studs. No other jewellery is acceptable.  

● A yellow raincoat must always be carried in the school bag. 

● All items of clothing (including shoes and socks) must be clearly labelled with your child’s name.                

All other property must also be clearly named. This is particularly important during the winter               

months when the children are wearing more layers. 

● Sport shoes that are worn on days when students have PE or Sport lessons must be white or                  

predominately white.  

● Socks are to be white fold over socks with the sports shoes, not ankle socks. 

● On Sports days, students can wear their sports shorts or track pants, dependent on the weather                

and personal preference.  

 

News  

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, in ‘news’ this term, the students will focus on their favourite                 

animal. We encourage you to talk to your child about their favourite animal and discuss what it eats, where                   

it lives, where it comes from and any interesting facts about that animal. Please see the news roster on the                    

following page.  

 

Learning Festival 

You are invited to come to the Kindergarten Learning Festival. This is an opportunity for you or a special                   

friend to come along to the school and listen to a short presentation from the children as well as                   

participating in some activities together with your child. The theme for this event is ‘Kindy at the Farm’.                  

Students are encouraged to come to school on this day dressed as a farmer. Parents are more than                  

welcome to participate by wearing a farmer outfit also! 

The Learning Festival will take place from 2-3pm on Friday 14 June. Please meet us on the school                  

playground at 2pm. The festivities will conclude at 3pm. If you are able to attend, please RSVP in your                   

child’s diary by 7 June.  

 

Miss Duff, Mrs Hitchen, Mrs Vula, Mrs Parker and Miss Tyson 

The Kindergarten Team 

 

  



 
 
CLAREMONT COLLEGE  
Kindergarten 
 
Term 2 Speaking and Listening 
 
Dear Parents, 

  

Speaking and Listening is an important part of our English Program at Claremont College. Students have been learning how to be 

active listeners as well as communicating  clearly with their teachers and peers in the classroom. Students have a growing 

awareness of how people use spoken language for different purposes.  

 

This term, in Weeks 2 - 5, students will be asked to explain their favourite animal and explain why it is their favourite. We ask 

that students bring in a book, photo or drawing of their favourite animal to support their explanation.  

 

To ensure that this program runs efficiently we have organised the roster below. 

 

We are all looking forward to hearing about your child’s favourite animal.  

 

Kind regards,  

The Kindergarten Team 

 

Speaking and Listening Outcomes  
Ene-6B recognises that there are different kinds of spoken texts with specific language features and shows an emerging 
awareness of some purposes for spoken language 
ENe-11D responds to and composes simple texts about familiar aspects of the world and their own experiences 
 

 Dolphins Penguins Starfish 

Week 2 
Thursday 

Amelia  
Amery  
Avery 

Charlotte C 
Morris 

Aleksandar 
Alexis 
Ava 

Caitlyn 
Noah 

Charlotte B 
Christian 
Cooper S 
Elizabeth 
Sabrina 

Week 3 
Thursday 

Charlotte K 
Elijah 
Ernie 

Isabella 
Oliver 

Cedric 
Charlotte L 
Cooper So 
Harrison 

Rosie 

Esther  
Finn P 
Flynn 
Fynn J 
Sofia 

Week 4 
Thursday 

Jacob  
Jaymie 

Joni 
Juliette 
Rosario 

James 
Joshua 
Kobe 

Samantha 

George 
Hamish 
Helena 
Isabel C 
Teddy 

Week 5 
Thursday 

Lachlan  
Levi 

Lucia 
Marcus 
Samuel 

Lennox 
Louis 
Lucas 

Mariana 
Taylor 

Isabel R 
Jai 

Lucan 
Rose 

Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 



Please come and join us for the Kindergarten 

LEARNING FESTIVAL 
  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

Friday 14 June 2019 

2-3pm 

  Please meet us on the school playground for a short presentation 

followed by some fun activities. 

  

  

RSVP in your child’s diary by: 7.6.19  
  

 
 



Kindergarten Groups - Term 2   
 
 
Thursday 16 May 2019 
 
Dear Parents 

Thank you for volunteering to assist with our Kindergarten Groups this term. We have had an overwhelming amount of offers to                     

assist in the classroom. Below is the roster for Term 2. If you are unable to make one of the dates you are rostered on for, please                           

contact the school office so that alternate arrangements can be made to fill your spot, or we encourage you to swap with                      

another parent. We look forward to seeing you soon. 

The Kindy Team  

Week 3 

Friday 17 May 

Brooke Copland (Ernie) 
Jane Lloyd (Lily) 

Alice Dang (Isabella) 
Alison Muir (Samuel) 

Helen Squadrito (Rosario) 
Louisa Au (Joni) 

Michelle Williams (Ava) 
Deborah Lattin (Charlotte) 

Melanie Fleming (Sofia) 
Angela Brickell (Charlotte) 
Lisa Stamatelatos (Cooper) 

Orlaith Turner (Lucan) 
Una Care (Charlotte) 
Madeleine Fitzpatrick 

(Teddy) 
Christina Marks (Harrison) 
Camelia Haywood (Oliver) 

Kirsten Chee (Kobe) 
Charmaine Francis (Juliette) 

Week 4 

Friday 24 May 

CANCELLED DUE TO 
RECONCILIATION 

DAY 

 

Week 5 

Friday 31 May 

Brooke Copland (Ernie) 
Jane Lloyd (Lily) 

Alice Dang (Isabella) 
Alison Muir (Samuel) 

Michelle Williams (Ava) 
Deborah Lattin (Charlotte) 

Dave Rogers (Isabel) 
Melanie Fleming (Sofia) 

Angela Brickell (Charlotte) 
Louisa Au (Joni) 

Lisa Stamatelatos (Cooper) 
Orlaith Turner (Lucan) 
Una Care (Charlotte) 

Christina Marks (Harrison) 
Rebecca Mahony (Levi) 

Kirsten Chee (Kobe) 
Charmaine Francis (Juliette) 

Dimi Chorafitis (Helena) 

Week 6 

Friday 7 June 

Brooke Copland (Ernie) 
Jane Lloyd (Lily) 

Alison Muir (Samuel) 
Helen Squadrito (Rosario) 

Alice Dang (Isabella) 
Deborah Lattin (Charlotte) 

Dave Rogers (Isabel) 
Morgan Ryan (Lennox) 
Melanie Fleming (Sofia) 

Angela Brickell (Charlotte) 
Louisa Au (Joni) 

Lisa Stamatelatos (Cooper) 
Orlaith Turner (Lucan) 
Madeleine Fitzpatrick 

(Teddy) 
Christina Marks (Harrison) 

Rebecca Mahony (Levi) 
Kirsten Chee (Kobe) 

Charmaine Francis (Juliette) 
Dimi Chorafitis (Helena) 

Week 7 

Friday 14 June 

Brooke Copland (Ernie) 
Jane Lloyd (Lily) 

Alice Dang (Isabella) 
Alison Muir (Samuel) 

Michelle Williams (Ava) 
Deborah Lattin (Charlotte) 

Dave Rogers (Isabel) 
Morgan Ryan (Lennox) 
Melanie Fleming (Sofia) 

Angela Brickell (Charlotte) 
Lisa Stamatelatos (Cooper) 

Orlaith Turner (Lucan) 
Janelle So (Cooper) 

Una Care (Charlotte) 
Christina Marks (Harrison) 

Rebecca Mahony (Levi) 
Kirsten Chee (Kobe) 

Charmaine Francis (Juliette) 
Dimi Chorafitis (Helena) 

Week 8 

Friday 21 June 

Brooke Copland (Ernie) 
Jane Lloyd (Lily) 

Alison Muir (Samuel) 
Alice Dang (Isabella) 

Deborah Lattin (Charlotte) 
Dave Rogers (Isabel) 

Morgan Ryan (Lennox) 
Melanie Fleming (Sofia) 

Lisa Stamatelatos (Cooper) 
Orlaith Turner (Lucan) 

Janelle So (Cooper) 
Joyce Chu (Isabel C) 

Christina Marks (Harrison) 
Rebecca Mahony (Levi) 

Kirsten Chee (Kobe) 
Charmaine Francis (Juliette) 

Dimi Chorafitis (Helena) 
Jen Prasad (Jai) 

 

Week 9  

Friday 28 June 

Brooke Copland (Ernie) 
Alice Dang (Isabella) 
Alison Muir (Samuel) 

Helen Squadrito (Rosario) 
Michelle Williams (Ava) 

Deborah Lattin (Charlotte) 
Morgan Ryan (Lennox) 
Melanie Fleming (Sofia) 
Orlaith Turner (Lucan) 
Una Care (Charlotte) 

Christina Marks (Harrison) 
Rebecca Mahony (Levi) 

Kirsten Chee (Kobe) 
Charmaine Francis (Juliette) 

Dimi Chorafitis (Helena) 
 

 

 


