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HAMEENLINNA, FINLAND

NUMMEN YHTENAISKOULU

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Community School 

• Public Library 

• Out of hours clubs run by local council 

• Co-Teaching, similar to Claremont 
College, teachers specialise in certain 
subjects, and all plan together 

• Focus on Future Skills 

• Moveable walls and curtains or 
flexible use of spaces 

• Lockers and toilets spacious and in 
traffic areas for visibility 

• Sense of respect, calm, order



HAMEENLINNA, FINLAND

YHTEISKOULU COMMUNITY SCHOOL

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Teachers team teaching, much 
the same as co-teaching at 
Claremont 

• Main building renovated only 

• Glass walls used as shelving in 
interesting ways 

• Creative furniture use  

• No shoes inside or students and 
staff may wear ‘inside’ shoes 

• Cleanliness and respect obvious 
throughout



ESPOO, FINLAND

KILONPUISTO SCHOOL

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Multicultural school with Special Ed 
Centre 

• Students learn at least 2 languages: 
Finnish and English 

• Some classes only taught in a certain 
language for immersion 

• Focus on Feedback and Drama 

• Children carry their phones from the 
age of 7, when they start to go to 
school on their own, “it would be 
creepy if your parent took you to 
school after that!” 

• They have their timetable as their 
screen saver



AALTO UNIVERSITY, HELSINKI, FINLAND

AALTO DESIGN FACTORY

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• An interdisciplinary product 
design and learning hub, 
uniting students, teachers, 
researchers, and industry 

• The aim is to build a new 
kind of passion-based 
learning at Aalto University 

• Ideas for maker spaces for 
senior students 

• PBL for big kids!



COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

BUDDINGE SKOLE

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• A creative and project oriented learning 
environment for New Learning Principles 
for Y8 & Y9 in Co-teaching environment 

• Focus on Danish 21st Century Skills: 
democracy, freedom of spirit, teaching 
children to want to learn, like to learn 
and trust in their own ability to learn 

• Use of SOLO Taxonomy 

• Playful learning a priority 

• Students meet with teachers in the 
morning to discuss the plan for the day 
then they work independently and 
collaboratively for the remainder of the 
day, while teachers take tutorials during 
the day that students may attend



COPENHAGEN, DENMARK 

SØBORG SKOLE

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Use James Nottingham’s 
challenging learning approaches 

• Next to community playing fields 

• PBL in Junior and Senior School 

• During PBL Week senior students 
do not have to go in to school but 
they have to check in with their 
supervisor every day 

• In Scandinavian schools all students 
and most staff ride bikes to school 

• Spacious corridors for lockers but 
double as break-out spaces



COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

MORKHOJ SKOLE

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Created a large maker-space 
by redesigning their Library 

• The school now uses the 
Council library across the 
road 

• PBL with an IT focus: 
‘Technological Literacy’ 

• Zones for feedback, 
presentations, coding, 
virtual reality, innovation



COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

HELLERUP SKOLE

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Built 2001, and planned for 
co-teaching 

• Staircase serves as seating 
space/auditorium too 

• The key is ongoing 
professional development, 
leadership, funding 

• Students can work from 
home on their projects 

• Certified UNICEF school



HELSINGBORG, SWEDEN

KUNSKAPSSKOLAN

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• ‘The Knowledge School’ - 36 
schools across Sweden 

• Has developed its own 
pedagogical approach to 
personalised learning 

• Students in Years 6-9, work on 
different goals at their own pace 

• Each student meets with their 
personal coach for 15 mins each 
week 

• Creative subjects are embedded



MALMO, SWEDEN

HYLLIEVANGSSKOLAN

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Layout based on team areas 
for each grade, with 4 
‘classrooms’ for up to 30 
students, smaller breakout 
spaces, a kitchen area, 
bathrooms, lockers and 
large common room 

• Each area is colour themed 

• While they are able to offer 
a number of sports, their 
main focus is gymnastics



CARLSBERG UNIVERSITY, COPENHAGEN

FUTURE CLASSROOM LAB

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Start with the why, not the what 
and how 

• An ecosystem of labs 

• The process is more important 
than the product or goal 

• Students create podcasts of 
their learning 

• Feedback table + feedback 
glasses 

• ‘Every maker space needs a 
breaker space’



BARCELONA, SPAIN

LEARNLIFE

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• A non-registered school for 
students who are not 
succeeding in traditional 
schools  

• Explorers, creators, change-
makers, learners 

• Find your tribe 

• 20 Pilot Learning hubs 
worldwide 

• ‘If it doesn’t challenge you, it 
wont change you’



BARCELONA, SPAIN

COLLEGE OF MONTSERRAT

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Recently refurbished Senior 
School and PreSchool, other 
spaces turned into co-teaching 
spaces 5-10 yrs ago 

• Clear messages on walls and 
windows to show core values - 
professional sign-writing 

• Blend of old and new 

• Obvious focus and respect for 
cleanliness, organisation, 
interior shared spaces, exterior 
spaces and gardens



THE 
CHAPEL

THE COLLEGE OF 
MONTSERRAT 



EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND

TYNECASTLE NURSERY SCHOOL

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Community links - football 
club, neighbours 

• Focus on dispositions for 
thinking and learning 

• Creative play areas 

• Research based practices



QUEENSFERRY, SCOTLAND

ST MARY’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Design on a budget 

• Staff culture 

• Attention to detail 

• Job-embedded 
Professional Learning



WEST CALDER, SCOTLAND

WEST CALDER HIGH SCHOOL

• KEY TAKE-AWAYS 

• Future planned high school 

• Each floor colour themed 
with thoughtful use of 
furniture, but not cluttered 

• Clear signage + use of sign 
writers for large images 

• Shared bathrooms 

• Professional Development 
re co-teaching is key



EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND

TRINITY PRIMARY SCHOOL

• KEY TAKEAWAYS 

• Co-teaching in practice at it best 

• Passionate leadership 

• Project Based Learning 

• Student learning plan for the week, 
so students know what they need 
to achieve by the end of the week 
by attending tutorials, working 
independently and collaboratively 

• Outdoor spaces with vegetable 
gardens and chickens 

• Creative school photos



Future Classroom Lab

• If you only change the space but you don’t change 
your pedagogy, your approach to teaching, and the 
culture that inhabits the space, nothing changes. 

”

“


