
 
WELCOME TO KINDERGARTEN, 2020! 
 
Dear Kindy Parents,  

Welcome to Kindergarten at Claremont College. We trust you all enjoyed the Christmas and holiday period 
with your families. This year your child will create new friendships and thrive in an engaging learning 
environment.  

During the year, we will focus on building and consolidating essential learning dispositions which will assist 
each child not only at school but in every aspect of their lives. In Kindergarten, these skills include 
empathy, curiosity, collaboration, reflectiveness, resilience, risk-taking and flexibility of mind.  

Kindergarten is an exciting, busy and special year. We believe it is important for your child to enjoy school, 
be motivated by their interests and curiosities, and develop a love of learning. 

We look forward to meeting you at our Parent/Teacher evening in Week 3 on Thursday 13 February. This 
evening will provide an opportunity to discuss classroom routines, expectations, and other useful 
information in more detail for your child to have a smooth start to the year. 

Our Kindergarten team this year: 

•   Mrs Fiona Vula (Classroom Teacher) 
•   Mrs Jesse Hitchen (Classroom Teacher) 
•   Mr Julian Ko (Classroom Teacher) 
•   Mrs Carol Giles (Teaching and Learning Assistant, Mon - Wed) 
•   Mrs Nicole Nunn (Teaching and Learning Assistant, Thurs - Fri) 
•   Ms Lisa Tyson (Learning Support Teacher) 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
School begins at 8:45am; students are expected to be at school between 8.30-8.45am to unpack their bags 
and greet everyone before the bell at 8:45am. From Wednesday 6 February, when you bring your child to 
school in the morning, we ask you to drop your child off at one of the two gates, either Judge St or Coogee 
Bay Road to help build your child’s self-confidence and to encourage him/her to become increasingly 
independent at school. We would, therefore, ask you to assist us, and them at this stage by saying goodbye 
at the gate or the fishpond, then your child can go to his/her classroom from there. 

● Recess (morning tea): 10:30-11:00am  
● Crunch and Sip (a piece of cut up fruit or vegetables and water) at approximately 2:00pm 
●  Infants’ Lunch: 12:20 to 1:05pm  
● The school canteen is open Monday to Friday. Recess and lunch orders must be ordered online 

through Flexi Schools. Students are able to buy extra snacks from the canteen at recess and lunch, 
however we ask that students bring no more than $5 to school, but preferably less than this for Kindy. 

● Please do not send any nuts or nut products to school. Claremont College is nut-aware, with some 
students in the school having severe allergies. 

● School concludes at 3:00pm for Kindergarten children. Between Monday 3 February and Friday 7 
February the Kindergarten team will bring students down to the school playground, outside the 
canteen, to meet you at this time. However, from Monday 10 February, students, along with the 
Kindergarten team will be meeting parents at the school pick up car line from 3:00pm at either Coogee 
Bay Road or Judge St unless they are attending After School Care.  

● Please ensure that you have provided your child with a spare change of underwear in a plastic bag in 
their school bag – just in case.  



 
● Claremont requires all full day absences to be reported via your Parent Portal. After the class roll has 

been marked by the teachers, you will be able to see your child's absence and select the absentee 
reason. All class rolls will be marked by 9:30am at the latest. You will receive an automated SMS if you 
have not provided an absentee reason via the Portal by 10:30am. You ONLY need to call the office if 
you believe your child is supposed to be at school. (This system is mainly to confirm the safety of 
children who walk or catch a public bus to school). At this stage the portal can still only be accessed via 
a computer, not a mobile phone.  

● If you know your child will be away on a particular date, you can let your child's teacher know by 
emailing office@claremont.nsw.edu.au. If you are unable to access your Parent Portal on the actual 
day of the absence between 9:30am and 10:30am, you will still receive an automated SMS. However 
you have 7 days to report this absentee reason. After 7 days you will need to send an email or note to 
the office for this reason to be recorded. Alternatively the absence will show on the Semester Report 
as 'unexplained absence'. 

● All children who arrive after 8:45am or are collected before 3:10pm MUST be signed in or signed out 
by an adult in the front office. 

● Please ensure that you check the school newsletter each week to keep up to date with school events 
and activities. You can find this via the Claremont College app or 
https://www.claremont.nsw.edu.au/news-events/newsletter.  

KINDERGARTEN TERM 1 WEEKLY OUTLINE (starting Week 2) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

● Bring Diary to 
school 

● Morning 
Assembly  

● Bring Diary 
to school 

● Bring Diary to 
school 

● Sports Day: wear 
sport uniform 

● Library 
Borrowing: bring 
library bag and 
book to school  

● Bring Diary to 
school 

● Music Lesson 
● Library 

Literature 
Lesson (no 
library bag 
needed) 

● PE Lesson: 
wear sport 
uniform 

● Indonesian 
Lesson  

● Bring Diary to 
school 

● Chapel: 
Parents are 
welcome to 
attend from 
8:45 to 
9:10am 

 

HOME READING BOOKS 
Home reading books will be sent home in Week 5. In the meantime, we strongly encourage you to take the 
opportunity to read a variety of quality literature with your child (story books, suitable news articles, 
brochures for example). Make this an enjoyable shared reading experience for your child and your family.  

KINDERGARTEN LIBRARY 
Kindergarten will attend two formal sessions in the Library this year. Their library borrowing session will be 
on Wednesdays with Mrs Kesur and their Library research/literature lesson will be held on Thursdays with 
Mrs Knoll. For their borrowing session on wednesday, they will need their school library bag.  

Mrs Tiffany Knoll and Mrs Susan Kesur 

 

https://www.claremont.nsw.edu.au/news-events/newsletter


 
 

KINDERGARTEN SPORT AND PE 

Sport at Claremont is an exciting and comprehensive program providing your child with a variety of 
activities in which to explore their physical capabilities and interests. Sport, PE and extra-curricular 
programs allow students to engage in a range of games and skill development. 

Your child will have their PE lesson each Thursday and Sports lessons will be held each Wednesday. Your 
child will wear their sports uniform, sun hat and white sport shoes on Wednesdays and Thursdays, as well 
as their formal hat to and from school. We encourage students to have a drink bottle especially on these 
days.  

Mr Joel Geering 
 

KINDERGARTEN MUSIC 
Students have their Music lesson each Thursday. Students learn the foundations of musical concepts and 
develop confidence in song singing and playing performance.  
 

Tutor lessons 
We do not offer Kindergarten students extra curricular musical lessons with our tutor lessons until Semester 2. 
The lessons offered in Semester 2 are piano only. It is important for children to learn at an age where they are 
physically able to handle and instrument.  
 
Mrs Tara Barr 
 

KINDERGARTEN INDONESIAN 
Lessons will be held every Thursday in the Kindergarten classroom. Learning a language will provide 
opportunities for students to engage with other cultures and people. Contemporary research and practice 
have established a clear link between the early learning of languages and improved literacy skills. All 
students will be using a new language iPad App, Dino Lingo, to assist their learning in Indonesian lessons. 
The school will provide a folder, in which the children will store their worksheets.  

Terima kasih banyak!  

Bu Jill 
 

BUDDIES  
As you are no doubt aware, starting school is a very big deal. At Claremont College, each Kindergarten child 
is paired with a Year Six buddy. This Year Six buddy will be your child’s special friend for the whole year. On 
Monday 3 February your child will meet their buddy for the first time where they will share a story and 
have lunch together. From experience, the Year Six buddies and the Kindergarten children develop very 
special relationships, just like having big brothers and sisters at school!  
 

PASTORAL CARE 
This year we will be working with Mrs Cameron and our School Counsellor, Miss McKersie with our Social 
Skills program. This will involve students working in small groups, individually or as a whole cohort. Over 
the year the students will be learning more about themselves, their relationship with others, bullying, 
Protective Behaviours and e-safety. We will let you know via the School Newsletter when these workshops 
occur, so that you can reinforce these messages and discuss them at home. Should you or your child wish 
to discuss anything with Miss McKersie about your child's behaviour, friendships, social life and emotional 
wellbeing this term, please contact the school office. Both Mrs Cameron and Miss McKersie will be working 
closely with us and with your child to ensure our Pastoral Care continues to be a priority at Claremont 
College. 

https://docs.google.com/a/claremont.nsw.edu.au/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNKk-6N4VrLshh4dBUP92Z1P3doR1eaw5hI40FYliE3p27dA/viewform?c=0&w=1


 
SEESAW APP 
At Claremont College we will be using the ‘Seesaw’ app. Seesaw gives your child a creative tool to capture 
and reflect on their learning. This work will then be shared with you online. We hope that using Seesaw will 
give you a window into our learning space and your child’s learning process. We need your help with 
Seesaw to ensure it is a success in Kindergarten. If you are new to Seesaw, you can download the Seesaw 
Parent app for iOS, Android or use the web to view your child’s learning. When your child adds new work, 
you will receive a notification to see, hear and respond to your child’s learning. You will only have access to 
your own child’s work or group work. All the content is stored securely. You will be provided with 
information this week about how to access your child’s account.  

COMMUNICATION 
We are more than happy to speak to you throughout the year if you need any assistance. If you have a 
question or need to organise an appointment with us, please write a note in your child’s diary or email us 
via the school office (office@claremont.nsw.edu.au). 

Our first opportunity to meet with you and your son/daughter will be in Week 5 after we have had a few 
weeks to get to know your child. Kindergarten Goal Planning meetings with parents are scheduled for 26, 
27 & 28 February. Further details will be sent home in next week’s newsletter.  
 
We look forward to working with your child and getting to know you all. We are going to have a fantastic 
year full of learning and fun. 

Kind regards,  

Mrs Fiona Vula, Mrs Jesse Hitchen, Mr Julian Ko, Mrs Carol Giles, Mrs Nicole Nunn and Ms Lisa Tyson. 

The Kindergarten Team 

 

mailto:office@claremont.nsw.edu.au

