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The Year 1 Teaching Team
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Mrs Emily Eu - Classroom Teacher

Mrs Beatrix Kirkland - Classroom Teacher (Mon, Tues, Thurs)

Mrs  Melanie Stewart- Classroom Teacher (Wed, Thurs, Fri)

Mr Jake Smith- Intern Teacher 

Miss Lisa Tyson - Learning Enrichment Teacher 



What have we been doing so far? 
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• Establishing routines and 

expectations

• Building relationships

• Understanding each child as 

an individual and a learner

• Having fun while we learn



Learning Dispositions
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Christian Education

We believe above all else that Claremont College is God’s 
school. Christian Education at Claremont enables 
students to learn about God and the Bible, to ask and 
discuss questions, to praise and pray to Jesus Christ and 
to relate the Christian faith to their everyday lives. 
Keeping in mind the changing state of the world we live 
in, we believe this only adds to the importance of your 
children knowing they are loved divinely.

We invite you to attend Chapel on Fridays at 8:45am 
in the School Hall.
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What is Co-teaching?
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Co-teaching is where two or more teachers work together to 
facilitate student learning. It is a team approach that may 
involve the use of various models:
 
ONE LEAD – OTHERS SUPPORT/ ASSIST/ PROMPT 
 
DIFFERENTIATED TEACHING
 
PARALLEL TEACHING

STATION TEACHING

PROJECT BASED LEARNING (PBL)



An Overview of our Week
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Bring Diary 

Home Learning 
sent home 

Morning 
Assembly 
(Formal hats)

Bring Diary 

PE Lesson (wear 
sports uniform)

Indonesian 
Lesson

Bring Diary 

Sport Day 
(wear sports 
uniform)

Bring Diary 

Library 
Literature 
Lesson (no 
Library bag 
needed)

Music Lesson

Bring Diary and 
Home Learning

Chapel (parents 
welcome to 
attend from 
8:45 to 9:10am)

Library 
Borrowing 
(bring Library 
bag and books)



Daily Routines in Year 1
● Bags in lockers (no earlier than 8:30am)

● Diaries in class boxes on balcony for teachers to sign 
(collected by students at the end of the day)

● Lining up for class at 8:45am

● Roll marked first thing (if your child is late, please 
sign them in at the Office) so learning can begin by 
8:50am

● Star of the Day each afternoon 



Student Diaries
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Weekly talk point based on a 
Claremont Core Value. Please 
have a chat to your children 
about these.

Reading log. Please use this 
space to record a brief note 
about your child’s home 
reading. What they read and 
how they went.

Please sign once weekly.

Small note to class teacher 
e.g. they’ve misplaced 
something.



Learning in Year 1
English Maths

Reading Groups 

Writing Groups 

Shared Reading  

Speaking and  LIstening 

Handwriting 

Phonics (reading and  spelling) 

Grammar 

Number Maths Groups (ability 
grouping)

Measurement and Geometry, 
Statistics and Probability and 
Data 

Working Mathematically 
(throughout all Maths lessons)
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Reading in Year 1

Fountas & Pinnell 
Benchmarking Assessment 
System - used schoolwide, K-6

• Reading assessments are twice 
a term

• Children will read in a small 
group with a teacher every 
week, during reading groups



Feedback 
Maths

Your child will be assessed at different points throughout 
the term on the different topics. They will receive a 
feedback form with what they have achieved and areas to 
work on. 

Reading
• Your child will be assessed on their reading level twice a 

term. 
• They will receive a feedback form with what they have 

achieved and areas to work on.
• If your child is above Level M, they may read their own 

books at home instead of taking home readers.
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Other KLAs in Year 1
Science & 

Technology
History 

(Term 1 & 2)
Drama Visual Arts PDH

How 
materials are 
used for a 
specific 
purpose

Developing an 
understanding 
and 
appreciation of 
our past

Historical 
inquiry 

Collaborating 
to perform 
short drama 
sequences 
based on 
books.  

Painting 
(using the 
Pointillisim 
technique)

Learning about 
our bodies, 
relationships, 
health and 
safety

Social skills
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Specialists Lessons
Sport and PE 
(Mr Geering)

Indonesian
(Bu Jill)

Music 
(Mrs Barr)

Library 
Literature
(Mrs Knoll & 
Mrs Kesur)

Sport on Wednesday 
(Term 1 Gymnastics

PE- with Mr Geering 
on Tuesday

Celebrating students own 
language and culture..

Indonesian Language and 
Culture. 

Practise reading, listening, 
speaking and writing, using Dino 
Lingo and Languages Online 
iPad Apps.

Welcome assistance from 
Indonesian background 
speakers during our Indonesian 
lessons.

Soh me lah melodies.

Graphic Notation
Listening and 
responding ’William 
Tell’.

Exploring 4/4 rhythms

Thursday: Library 
Literature

Friday: Library 
Borrowing (Mrs 
Kesur)

● Remember to 
bring your 
library bag



Home Learning 
Receive home learning on Monday 
To be returned to school on Friday, with their Home Reading books. 

• Tasks include Reading, Spelling, Mathematics (Matific), Matific
Preview Learning task to prepare them for the following week.
Matific - 2 tasks per week. The task should say ‘homework’ above it.
Reading Eggs (optional)-  great literacy games and online books that 
your child can use. Your child’s login is in the back of their diary.

• If your child is unable to complete part or all of their home learning, 
please write a short note in their diary.

Please join us in the hall to hear more about the research behind 
the new home learning policy 
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Home Learning- Matific
 Two tasks a week (Compulsory)                Extra Tasks (Optional)
           Homework Tab                                        Full Course
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Home Reading
Read for at least 10 minutes 
per night and record the 
name of the book in your 
child’s diary. 

Your child will change their 
books on a Monday each 
week. 

• Focus not just on reading the 
text, but on engaging with 
the book too 
(comprehension).



Sight Words and Spelling in Year 1
Sight Words’ are words that do not 
follow the normal phonological letter 
sounds. Many of these are present in the 
words sent home for children each week, 
along with many high frequency words.

Personal Sight Words Home Learning 
In Year 1 the focus is on learning to spell 
(and read) their words each week. 
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Passwords for access at home 

All passwords for 
• Phonics Hero, 
• Matific, and 
• Reading Eggs 

These are glued inside the back cover of 
your child’s diary. 



How You Can Help at Home
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Reading
● Any  reading is worthwhile.  Make it an enjoyable experience!
● Don’t compare your child’s reading to others
● Read a variety of texts (newspapers, skits,  poems, lists etc)
● Focus on comprehension - ask literal and inferential questions 

When your child finds a word difficult to read you could encourage them to
● Sound out the word
● Break up the word first, then sound it out
● Skip the word, read on and come back
● Look at the pictures
● OR (to take the pressure off and keep the  flow of reading going) TELL THEM 

and move on :)

Writing
Encourage your child to:
● Write letters to a family member or friend
● Write a diary entry
● Write out a shopping list
● Talk about different kinds of writing 
● Write sentences using their spelling words.
● Question and answer box



How You Can Help at Home

Spelling
Some helpful ways for your child to remember their spelling:
● Use flashcards of the words to play games e.g. snap, memory and go-fish
● On a spare piece of paper, decorate or illustrate your words using gel pens
● Use play dough to make the words
● Cut out letters from a magazine to form spelling words
● Type out the words 

Maths
● Real life maths: clocks, money, quick counting games in the car
● Show an interest in your child’s work
● Expect your child to succeed
● Share a positive attitude towards Mathematics
● Point out how Mathematics can be used every day
● Encourage your child to make their own Maths games at home
● Use Matific to consolidate their learning in class



Student Awards Program

Students bring in their three 
Certificates of Merit to the 
teacher to get signed and they will 
receive their next item. 
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In Year 1 we also use
● individual sticker charts
● whole class whale bubbles
● Star of the Day



School Counselling Services
Miss McKersie….

is here every day and can be contacted 
through the office or by note via your child’s 
teacher. 

No issue too big or too small!
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Lost Property
Lost property can be found in the shelf outside 
the hall. 

Please remember to label your child’s 
clothing.

24



Special Events
Excursion to Elizabeth Farm next Monday. 
Please give permission on the parent portal. 

The School Concert will take place in Term 3. 
More information to come later in the year. 
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Communication at Claremont
We are always willing to be in contact with you about your 
child. 
• Student Diary
• Meetings or phone calls can be easily arranged through the 

front office: office@claremont.nsw.edu.au (please let them 
know what the meeting is pertaining to - eg academics, 
social, behaviour etc)

• Year 1 information will be featured in our School Newsletter

We will call you or arrange a meeting if we ever have any 
issues regarding your child. 
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Parent Teacher Meetings

Goal setting chats 
1G - Tuesday 25 February
1W - Thursday 27 February

 P/T Interview to discuss school reports 
will be at the end of Term 2.



The Year Ahead
• WE ARE GOING TO HAVE A GREAT YEAR, complete 

with achievements, challenges and mistakes.
• Mistakes are great! They help us learn
• Challenges to expect:

– friendship issues
– “I can’t do it” (let’s change this to “I can’t do it YET”)

Let’s celebrate your child’s effort together!
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30 Coogee Bay Road, Randwick NSW 2031

T (02) 9399 3217
E office@claremont.nsw.edu.au 

www.claremont.nsw.edu.au

A member of the Anglican Schools Corporation
www.sasc.nsw.edu.au 


