Clayfield College

Primary School
Handbook

CLAYFIELD COLLEGE

Contents
Philosophy

2

Pastoral Care

5

Organisation

5

Curriculum

9

Assessment

13

Reporting

14

PRIMARY SCHOOL ACADEMIC HANDBOOK

1

CLAYFIELD COLLEGE

Philosophy
The Primary School at Clayfield College is a warm,
nurturing and inviting coeducational environment
where the staff pride themselves in the implementation
of differentiated programs and quality learning
experiences. The individual needs of each boy and
girl are catered for in a purposeful manner. The
integration of technology, including BYOT and inquiry
learning, form an important part of the teaching and
learning pedagogy in the Primary School.

§§ W
 e believe that the learning environment should be
stimulating, accessible and flexible, so as to promote problemsolving, exploration and experimentation on the part of
the child. Both the physical and social environments play an
essential role in the development of the whole child.

Pre-Prep

§§ W
 e believe in an environment in which children are immersed
in rich language in all its written, non-verbal and oral forms and
in which they have numerous opportunities to build on early
literacy and numeracy skills.

It is during the Early Childhood years that tremendous growth
and learning take place, as children develop the attitudes and
knowledge that lay the foundations for subsequent development
and lifelong learning. At Clayfield College Pre-Prep, we aim to
provide a welcoming, carefully planned and inclusive environment
that will promote and nurture such development and learning for
all children.
We feel that the Early Childhood learning environment
and curriculum should be developed with certain key
principles in mind:
§§ W
 e believe strongly in a play based curriculum. Play is the
tool that children use to understand their world and is a
fundamental medium for their learning, coupled with guidance,
support and quality, and intentional interactions from teachers.

§§ W
 e believe that children are capable learners and should
be given many opportunities to negotiate, collaborate and
make choices so that they are active participants, intrinsically
motivated and responsible for much of their own learning.

§§ W
 e regard each child as a unique individual who brings with
him or her diverse experiences and abilities.
§§ W
 e believe in an environment in which the efforts and ideas
of both individuals (children and adults), as well as the whole
group are valued and respected.
§§ W
 e believe in the importance of partnerships with families and
in open communication between all stakeholders.
§§ W
 e believe that in order to foster best practice, ongoing
professional development of teachers and an understanding of
current curriculum documents including; the National Quality
Framework, the Early Years Learning Framework and the
Queensland Kindergarten Guideline are essential.
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We recognise that while the Pre-Prep year is not a formal year
of school, it plays an essential role in assisting children to develop
the life skills and positive dispositions to learning that will make
the transition to school life as smooth as possible.

In our curriculum we seek to develop the cognitive, academic
and life skills of our student community. We intend to:

Prep–Year 6

§§ E ncourage all students to strive to reach their academic
potential with an understanding and acceptance of individual
skills and talents.

Our curriculum in Prep – Year 6, is built around the Australian
Curriculum. Religious and Pastoral Development education is also
an important component of our curriculum in Primary School. For
Year 6, students will engage in Drama, Food Technology, Robotics
and Information Communication Technology as added areas of
the curriculum.
We employ an integrated approach in Primary School, where
possible and appropriate. We strive for a seamless and continuous
curriculum, with programs being designed to specifically suit the
needs of individual students in Primary School. We recognise
that students learn differently, and strategies and programs
implemented in classrooms reflect that reality.
Throughout the Primary School years, particular attention is
devoted to literacy and numeracy – the natural foundation of
many learning outcomes encountered in later years. Of great
importance is the acquisition of thinking skills. We want our boys
and girls to not only be deliberative and clever thinkers but also
creative and critical thinkers.

§§ C
 ommit to continuous improvement as a dynamic
learning community.

§§ Recognise effort and achievement and celebrate excellence.
§§ E ngage learners in a developmental curriculum which is
relevant, contemporary, accessible and broad-based.
§§ E mbed Christian principles and the core values of the
College within learning experiences.
§§ S
 upport the diversity of our learners through a variety of
teaching styles and learning experiences.
§§ Integrate ICT and other technologies across the curriculum to
enhance learning within and beyond the educational context.
§§ S
 upport students with identified learning needs and provide
enrichment opportunities for gifted and talented students,
within available resources.
§§ P
 rovide and support a range of learning pathways and
partnerships to meet the needs of our students.
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§§ E valuate student learning through a wide range of
meaningful assessment.
§§ Approach with feedback that supports continuous learning.
§§ C
 ommunicate with the College community in a transparent,
informative, timely and professional manner.
§§ P
 rovide opportunities outside the classroom to complement
and further enrich learning.

Learning Enrichment
Students who are identified through diagnostic testing,
documentary evidence and/or health professional’s referral
as having a learning difficulty, disability are supported in their
learning through the provision of a Learning Enrichment program.
Staff have been trained in Cracking the ABC Code which is a
systematic phonics program. This program supports those
students with Dyslexia and other literacy learning difficulties.

§§ STEM Horizons Workshop
§§ White Lego Box
§§ Write 4 Fun! Short Story Competition
§§ Interschool Socials with ISCF
§§ Quest Competition

Overall
Primary School also places value in recognising the past traditions,
rich heritage and future aspirations of Clayfield College and
Australia. Students are encouraged to consider the contributions
that they can make, and to take action in the service of others
and care for the environment through their roles as Christian,
global citizens.
Primary School acknowledges that students are exploring faith
and spirituality. Students are presented with a Christian worldview
as a pathway for making meaning in their lives.

Learning Extension
Clayfield College provides opportunities for students to become
involved in specific Gifted and Talented programs, including
competitions, workshops, performance opportunities, tours and
camps. Other extension opportunities include:
§§ B
 rainways –these courses offer stimulating activities across a
number of academic fields
§§ ICAS Science, Maths and English Competitions
§§ Days of Excellence- workshops across a variety of fields
§§ Queensland Da Vinci Decathlon
§§ Premier’s Reading Challenge
§§ Australian Mathematics Competition
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Organisation
Primary School at Clayfield College offers a
quiet, calm, structured environment where
care and concern for the individual are not
only policy, but a reality.
Strong values are modelled by staff and reflected in the
behaviours of the students. Good manners and respect are
obvious amongst all members of the Primary School community
as is the friendly, welcoming environment. Home/school
communication is valued and staff willingly deal with academic
and pastoral issues as soon as they become aware of them. Our
students are encouraged to achieve to their personal best in a
wide range of areas.

Pedagogy
The Primary School curriculum is student-centred rather than
subject-centred. Whilst the amount of curriculum time for
each subject is nominally allocated, teachers are encouraged to
integrate subjects where possible without losing the integrity
or academic rigor of any subject. Literacy and numeracy
development are main concerns of the curriculum and taught
across all learning areas in Pre-Prep–Year 6. An inquiry-based
approach is encouraged in subjects. Primary School teachers
embrace a number of age relevant pedagogies in their teaching.
These include inquiry, collaboration, active and experiential
learning, differentiation (recognition of learning styles), choice
and, authentic and reflective assessment.

Daily Organisation
The timetable is based on a two week cycle of 6 x 40 minute and
2 x 35 minute lessons per day. Teachers are encouraged to teach
these learning areas in an integrated way through the allocation of
blocks of time. Therefore, in the following structures, the number
of lessons refers to the number of 40-minute or 35-minute
lessons across the week.

Core Classes
Students in Pre-Prep–Year 6 work in core classes, where they
study a common curriculum together. Each class is assigned a
core teacher who teaches a number of subjects to the class.
Specific needs of students are met not only with differentiated
classroom instruction, but also by special programs such as those
listed below.

Specialist Teachers
There are also numerous specialist teachers who enable us to
offer a wide variety of programs – Music (Kodály system), Strings
(Year 3)Health and Physical Education, Visual Art, Christian
Education, Enrichment and Extension, Digital Technologies, Drama
(Year 6), Languages (Spanish, Japanese or Chinese) and English as
an additional language or dialect (EAL/D). Staff also take students
in Years 4, 5 and 6 on their annual Outdoor Education Program.
Year 6 attend the Canberra Tour each year. All teachers volunteer
to operate numerous clubs as co-curricular activities during lunch
breaks.
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Homework

Learning Resource Centre

It is this school’s policy to give homework on a regular basis;
however, the aim is not to burden a child with a lot of extra
repetitive work but to help set appropriate work patterns that
will stand the child in good stead throughout his/her school
life. Reading practice is essential all through the primary years.
Increasing amounts of English and Mathematics homework are
given as children progress through the school. SOSE and Science
may sometimes be included and the amount of project work
increases with the year level.

Students visit the LRC to participate in literacy activities. These
activities vary depending on the year level and could include
research techniques, use and creation of QR codes and creating
book trailers. Weekly borrowing is encouraged and monitored
during this time. Students in Years 5 and 6 may access the LRC to
do work on Monday to Thursday afternoon, until 5:00pm.

Success with homework and study depends on establishing a
routine which includes:
§§ a place to study;
§§ a set time to study;
§§ a good routine.
The place to study should be quiet and free from distractions. If
possible set a special area aside for homework with good lighting
to help avoid unnecessary tiredness.
As a general guide for students and parents, the following
times are suggested for each Year level:
Year 1

10 – 15 minutes

Year 2

15 – 20 minutes

Year 3

20 minutes

Year 4

20 - 30 minutes

Year 5

30 – 40 minutes

Year 6

45 minutes

English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D)
English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EAL/D) is designed
specifically for indigenous, migrant and international students
within Clayfield College, for whom English is an additional language
or dialect. The EAL/D department works closely with teachers
to support students across curriculum areas by developing their
skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing. There is a focus
on cultural and situational contexts of language and the need for
students to make critical observations and choices about language.
Students who demonstrate language skills at levels 1-3 on the
NILLA Bandscales receive intensive support in the areas of phonics,
word attack, vocabulary building, classroom instructions and
basic sentence structure. Students who demonstrate language
skills at levels 4-6 on the NILLA Bandscales are assisted in their
understanding of different text types, paragraphing, sentence and
grammatical structures and vocabulary. There is more emphasis
on mainstream tasks and texts, and the structure, language and
skills required to complete assessment tasks. Intrinsic to this is the
development of linguistic accuracy.

Learning Enrichment and Extension

Information Communication Technologies (ICTs)
To ensure the integration of Information Communication
Technologies (ICTs) across the curriculum, each classroom from
Prep–Year 6 utilises interactive panels and students are to take
advantage of our Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT) Program
(Years 1–6). To support this further, Years 1–5, have sets of 8
laptops, wirelessly connected, for students to use in a variety
of collaborative and individual tasks. These may include the use
of tools such as Mathletics, Voicethread, Kerpoof, class blogs
(virtual classrooms), PowerPoint, MovieMaker and Photostory
3. Students can also access a number of computer labs located
around the school.

The Learning Enrichment and Enrichment Department works
across Prep–Year 12. In Prep–Year 6 there is a focus on early
identification and remediation of learning difficulties. Through a
variety of mechanisms, including year level testing and individual
assessment, students’ learning is assessed. Learning Support
teachers and Teacher Aides assist children requiring learning
support and enrichment both within the classroom context
and through withdrawal programs. Primary School offers a
wide curriculum to meet the needs of all students. Students
are enriched academically via differentiated learning practices
in all classes and across all subject areas. In addition, students
in Years 3–6 participate in the ICAS Science, Mathematics and
English competitions. Primary School also provides opportunities
for students to become involved in specific Gifted and Talented
Programs, including additional competitions, workshops,
performance opportunities and excursions.
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Elite Sports Program

Science Week Program

The main aim of the program is to support our students
striving for sporting success at an elite level by providing every
opportunity for them to train and compete, whilst providing the
right environment for them to excel academically.

Pre-Prep - Year 6 students participate in a number of activities
during Science Week in mid-August each year. These activities
could include: CSIRO Space and Fun Physics, visit by Gecko Wild
Animals, excursion to the Botanical Gardens and the Bug Lady.
This week is devoted to raising the awareness of Science as an
integral part of their learning.

Clayfield College offers an Elite Sporting Program which currently
caters for students across a range of sporting disciplines.
Students accepted into the program are Queensland or Australian
representatives who are endeavouring to maintain excellent
academic results. The program is designed to assist these
students in finding a balance between their studies and their
sporting commitments by providing time throughout the week
for study or homework and in a number of cases the opportunity
to train during school time.
The College also offers a Developmental Sporting Program.
The aim of this Program is to develop the skills, interest and
commitment of our students who have not yet reached state and
national selection within their chosen sport, but who are striving
to. Training is provided outside of normal school hours, however
with access to the same highly skilled coaching staff provided to
our Elite Sporting Program students.
The Elite and Developmental Sporting Programs are available to
girls across all Year levels from Years 6–12, however, in some
instances, students from Years 4 and 5 have qualified for
the programs.

Extension
We are responsive to the needs of our students by taking them
on a journey that develops critical thinkers who are able to
strengthen their knowledge and understanding as they become
increasingly independent learners. Allocated teachers in Primary
School organise a variety of activities to support the extension
opportunities available to students both within and outside of
class time.
Across the terms, certain teachers work with groups of children
in Prep–Year 6. These extension sessions support the classroom
programs. These in-class extension activities aim to:
§§ meet individual needs;
§§ take students beyond the curriculum;
§§ develop learning skills;
§§ learn through doing
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Primary School Enrichment offers many possibilities including:

A

F

O

Andrews Cup Sporting Competition
(Girls 8-12 years)

Flute Choir (Yrs 6-12)

Optiminds (Yr 6)

Fun Dance Australia (P-Yr 6)

Outdoor Education Program (Yrs 4-10)

Arcade Club (P-Yr 6)

G

Artbox (P-Yr 6)

GoSports (P-Yr 6)

Auskick (P-Yr 6)
Australian Mathematics Competition
(Yrs 3-6)

B
Batter Up Club (Yrs 3-6)

Percussion Ensemble (Yrs 6-12)

Hockey Hitters (Yrs 4-6)

Piccolo Choir (Yrs 2 & 3)

Hockey Program (Yrs 5-7)

PMSA Instrumental and Choral Festival
every 3 years

Hook In2 Hockey (P-Yr 5)

I

Board Games Friday

ICT Extension Club (Yrs 1-6)

Book Week (P-Yr 6)

Individual instrumental music lessons
(Yrs 2-12)

Boys Sporting Skills Sessions (P-Yr 6)
Brass Ensemble (Yrs 6-12)
Building Club (Yrs 1-2)

Peer Mentoring

H

Bible Licence (Yrs 4-6)

Boys Interschool Sports Days (P-Yr 6)

p

Premiers Readers Challenge (P-Yr 6)
Public Speaking Competition (Yrs 5-6)

R
Readers Cup (Yrs 6 & 7)

ICAS- English, Science & Mathematics
Competitions (Yrs 3-12)

Rookie 2 Reds Rugby (P-Yr 6)

S

Independent Schools Sports Association
(Boys Yrs 4-6)

Science Week (P-Yr 6)

C

In-school Enrichment Program (P-Yr 6)

Science Club (Yrs 2-6)

Campo Della Voci (Yrs 6 & 7)

J

Shaw Park Tennis (P-Yr 12)

Chess Class (Pre-Prep-6)

Primary String Quartet

China Tour (Yrs 5 & 6)
City District Sport (Yrs 5-7)
Clarinet Choir (Yrs 6-12)
Clayfield Aquatics (P-Yr 12)
Clayfield College Archives Program (Yr 3)

Speech and Drama (Yrs 1-12)
Sports Skills Sessions

L

Soccer Roar Program (P-Yr 6)

Leadership Roles

U

Lego Club (Yrs 1-5)

Under 8’s Activities

Library Monitors (Yrs 5 & 6)

Combined Workshops with BBC (Yrs 6-12)

M

University of Queensland ICT Expo
(Yrs 6- 12)

Corelli Strings

Makerspace

University of Queensland Robo Cup

D

Metropolitan North Sport (Yrs 5-12)

V

Delta Gymnastics (P-Yr 12)

Mezzo Choir (Yrs 4 & 5)

E

Minecraft Mania (Yrs 1-6)

Elite and Developmental Sporting Program
(Yrs 5-12)

Music Fest (Yrs 2-12)

Environment Club (P-Yr 6)

Vivo Strings

Milo In2 Cricket Program (P-Yr 6)

Volleyball Program & Primary All Schools
Cup (Yrs 5-7)

Music Week (P-Yr 12)

W

N

Wind Ensemble (Yrs 5-7)

Netty Nippers Club (Yrs 3-6)
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Curriculum
At Clayfield College the phases of learning are organised as:

Pre-Prep

Primary School

The Pre-Prep program is based on two important and closely
related documents; the Early Years Learning Framework
and the Queensland Kindergarten Guideline. The Early Years
Learning Framework embraces a shared national vision for all
early childhood education and care settings. It has a specific
emphasis on play-based learning and recognises the importance
of communication and language, as well as social and emotional
development. It refers to children as belonging to a group and
the relationships that shape children’s lives, being, or the right to
be a child and live in the here and now, and becoming, the rapid
change that occurs in the early years as children learn and grow.
The Framework puts children’s learning at the core and comprises
three interrelated elements: Principles, Practice and Learning
Outcomes.

Pre-Prep – Year 6

Secondary School Years 7–12
At Clayfield College, our guiding sources of curriculum being
implemented across Prep (Foundation)–Year 6 are: The Australian
Curriculum, and the Early Years Learning Framework (Pre-Prep).
For the Australian Curriculum, eight learning areas have been
implemented. These are English, Mathematics, Science and
Social Science (History & Geography), The Arts, Languages
(Spanish, Chinese, Japanese), Health & Physical Education and
The Technologies. The Australian Curriculum sets out what all
young people should be taught through the outline of curriculum
content and the learning expected at points in their schooling
through the specification of achievement standards.
The Australian Curriculum also includes a focus on seven
general capabilities (literacy, numeracy, information and
communication technology competence, critical and creative
thinking, ethical understanding, personal and social competence
and intercultural understanding) and three cross-curriculum
priorities (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and
cultures, Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia, and
Sustainability). These have been embedded where relevant
and appropriate in each learning area.

The Principles are creating:
§§ secure, respectful relationships;
§§ partnerships with families;
§§ high expectations and equity;
§§ respect for diversity;
§§ ongoing learning and reflective practice.
In the application of the Early Years Learning Framework, it
is expected that services: will follow holistic approaches, be
responsive to children and their needs and interests, promote
learning through play and cultural competence, as well as, set up
learning environments which are responsive to reflection on and
assess the children’s learning. Clayfield College is a recognised
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Queensland Kindergarten Program provider. The Queensland
Kindergarten Guideline is closely intertwined with the Early Years
Learning Framework and advocates similar learning outcomes for
children specifically in the 3-6 years age group. The outcomes or
learning areas for children’s development in the Guideline are:

Prep–Year 6
Australian Curriculum: http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
English

§§ Communicating

English is organised into three interrelated strands that support
students’ growing understanding and use of Standard Australian
English (English). Together the three strands focus on developing
students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading,
viewing, speaking and writing. The three strands are:

§§ Active Learning

§§ Language: knowing about the English language

§§ Connectedness

§§ L iterature: understanding, appreciating, responding to,
analysing and creating literature

§§ Identity
§§ Wellbeing

We highly value and base our planning, reflecting and organisation
of the learning environment on these two documents at Clayfield
College and will provide documentation on the children’s learning
in relation to them, and further information on these documents
throughout the Pre-Prep year.
Overarching these sections of the Pre-Prep Program, is the
National Quality Framework (NQF). On 1 January 2012, the NQF
introduced an integrated national approach to the regulation
and quality assessment processes for Long Day Care, Family
Day Care, Outside School Hours Care and Kindergarten services.
This includes a quality rating system for services and national
standards that includes more educators to educate and care
for children and enhanced educator qualification requirements.
Our service will be assessed against a National Quality Standard
(NQS) which will assess services in seven quality areas as well as
providing an overall service assessment.
The seven quality areas covered by the National Quality
Standard are:

§§ Literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage
Mathematics
Mathematics is organised around the interaction of three content
strands which describe what is to be taught and learnt, and four
proficiency strands which describe how content is explored or
developed.
Content Strands
§§ Number and Algebra
§§ Measurement and Geometry
§§ Statistics and Probability
Proficiency Strands
§§ Understanding
§§ Fluency
§§ Problem Solving

1. Educational program and practice

§§ Reasoning
2. Children’s health and safety
Science

3. Physical environment

The Australian Curriculum Science has three
interrelated strands:

4. Staffing arrangements

§§ Science Understanding

5. Relationships with children

§§ Science as a Human Endeavour

6. Collaborative partnerships with families and communities
7. Leadership and service management
For more information:
www.acecqa.gov.au/Quality-Areas#sthash.Sm63EvCx.dpuf

§§ Science Inquiry Skills
Together, the three strands of the science curriculum provide
students with understanding, knowledge and skills. Students
are challenged to explore science, its concepts, nature and uses,
through clearly described inquiry processes.
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Social Science (History & Geography)
History is organised around inquiry questions which then focus on
developing:
§§ Historical Knowledge and Understanding
§§ Historical Skills
This curriculum generally takes a world history approach within
which the history of Australia is taught. It does this in order to
equip students for the world (local, regional and global) in which
they live.
Geography is organised in two related strands:
§§ Geographical Knowledge and Understanding
§§ Geographical Inquiry and Skills
Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and
understanding the characteristics of the places that make up
our world, using the concepts of place, space, environment,
interconnection, sustainability, scale and change. It addresses
scales from the personal to the global and time periods from a
few years to thousands of years.
The Arts
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in
relation to the following assessable elements:
The Australian Curriculum: The Arts aims to develop students’:
§§ c reativity, critical thinking, aesthetic knowledge and
understanding about arts practices, through making and
responding to artworks with increasing self-confidence;
§§ a rts knowledge and skills to communicate ideas; they value
and share their arts and life experiences by representing,
expressing and communicating ideas, imagination and
observations about their individual and collective worlds to
others in meaningful ways;
§§ u
 se of innovative arts practices with available and emerging
technologies, to express and represent ideas, while displaying
empathy for multiple viewpoints;
§§ u
 nderstanding of Australia’s histories and traditions through
the arts, engaging with the artworks and practices, both
traditional and contemporary, of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples;

The Visual Art Program provides dynamic, exciting and diverse
opportunities for all students. The units of work have been
developed to allow for links between core subjects and the Arts.
Students enjoy a plethora of experiences. Throughout all units
of work, students not only engage with the making and creating
of an art work, but also develop visual diary entries and selfevaluations of their artwork.
Classroom Music is a creative, enriching, educational and fun
experience for our students. Studies in music develop specialised
skills that enhance all aspects of development such as cognitive,
emotional and psychomotor. Music appreciation and study
contributes to the development of intelligence, memory,
coordination, concentration and invention. This is in addition to
the development of skills such as logical, critical and divergent
thinking, decision making and concept formation. Studies in Music
also offer a unique form of self-expression and communication
and a unique way of viewing and understanding the world.
Classroom music lessons at Clayfield College are devised and
delivered using the Zoltán Kodály methodology which aims to
synthesize skills in different areas of Music, creating the ‘whole’
musician. The Kodaly methodology of teaching is sequential in
its approach and is integrated into our classroom Music Program
at Clayfield College. Our students are exposed to a variety of
aspects of music education within their lessons. Students have
the opportunity to create their own musical masterpieces,
improvise, sing, play the recorder, perform, form ensembles
and perform with their classmates, explore form within Music,
play musical games and develop their general knowledge and
understanding of music. All Year 3 students undertake a strings
program as part of their Music lessons.
In Year 6, a formalised Drama Program provides students
with skills to work creatively, enabling them to manipulate
the elements of drama to communicate meaningful ideas and
concepts. Students are introduced to a range of symbols, codes
and ‘languages’, and learn strategies for the effective application
of these modes of communication in a range of settings.
Students explore dramatic play building, work in character, and
experiment with design. The course is designed to inspire and
motivate students to explore multiple possibilities, challenge
preconceived ideas and stereotypes, and to assist students to
develop interpersonal skills through the discovery of their role as
a collaborator.

§§ u
 nderstanding of local, regional and global cultures, and their
arts histories and traditions, through engaging with the worlds
of artists, artworks, audiences and arts professions.
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Language (Prep-Year 6)

Health and Physical Education

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in
relation to the following assessable elements:

Health and Physical Education aims to develop the knowledge,
understanding and skills to enable students to:

Knowledge and understanding:

§§ a ccess, evaluate and synthesise information to take positive
action to protect, enhance and advocate for their own
and others’ health, wellbeing, safety and physical activity
participation across their lifespan;

§§ Comprehending and composing in the target language.
§§ Intercultural competence and language awareness.
Students will study, on a rotational basis each year, either Chinese
or Spanish in Prep to Year 5. In Year 6, students will choose two
Languages to study. The choice in 2018 is Chinese, Japanese or
Spanish.
Digital Technologies
Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and
skills to ensure that, individually and collaboratively, students:
§§ investigate, design, plan, manage, create and evaluate solutions;
§§ a re creative, innovative and enterprising when using
traditional, contemporary and emerging technologies, and
understand how technologies have developed over time;
§§ m
 ake informed and ethical decisions about the role, impact and
use of technologies in the economy, environment and society
for a sustainable future;
§§ e ngage confidently with and responsibly select and manipulate
appropriate technologies − materials, data, systems,
components, tools and equipment − when designing and
creating solutions;
§§ c ritique, analyse and evaluate problems, needs or opportunities
to identify and create solutions.
In Year 6, Digital Technologies introduces students to two
strands, Food and Robotics Technologies. The course provides
students with practical and engaging opportunities for students
to work individually and in groups to design, develop and evaluate
a variety of products within these strands, and start to consider
the impacts on the wider society. Students are introduced to
programming with robotics in Control Technology. In Food
Technology students produce various food products and learn
about kitchen hygiene, safety, application of nutritional guidelines
and the importance of appropriate menu selection.

§§ d
 evelop and use personal, behavioural, social and cognitive
skills and strategies to promote a sense of personal identity
and wellbeing and to build and manage respectful relationships;
§§ a cquire, apply and evaluate movement skills, concepts and
strategies to respond confidently, competently and creatively
in a variety of physical activity contexts and settings;
§§ e ngage in and enjoy regular movement-based learning
experiences and understand and appreciate their significance
to personal, social, cultural, environmental and health practices
and outcomes;
§§ a nalyse how varied and changing personal and contextual
factors shape understanding of, and opportunities for, health
and physical activity locally, regionally and globally.
Christian Education
In addition to these learning areas, students at Clayfield College
in Prep–Year 6, undertake Christian Education. The Christian
Education Program provides opportunities for the students to
engage in discussion about the nature of God, the fulfillment
of his promise in Jesus Christ the Messiah and his eternal
presence through the Holy Spirit. In exploring the Christian faith,
an emphasis is placed on the fact that it is possible to have a
personal relationship with God and how this translates into our
daily lives. Opportunity is given for the students to explore their
own understanding of faith and how it provides a basis for the
choices they make and the relationships they foster. The students
engage in a variety of learning activities and continue to develop
confidence in using their Bibles to find passages of Scripture
relevant to the learning task.
Personal Development
Core Teachers undertake the implementation of the Kidsmatter
Program for a lesson each week. This program focusses upon the
personal development of students. Please refer to the Pastoral
Care Information Book for further information.
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Assessment
Pre-Prep

Standardised Testing

When assessing children’s learning, teachers review the
documented evidence of learning they have collected through
daily observations. The main purpose of assessment is to
inform short and long term planning to promote children’s
ongoing learning.

In Years 1–6, students participate in standardised testing online
in the first few weeks of each school year, to inform the core
teachers and assist with directing their learning journey for their
students. This information is also tracked across year levels to
ensure the academic needs of the students are being addressed.

Assessment to support learning involves interpreting documented
evidence and making judgments about a child’s learning in
relation to the Early Years Framework. Children’s learning is often
described in relation to three phases: emerging, exploring and
extending — and differentiated by the child’s level of familiarity
with the learning situation and the level of support the child
required to demonstrate learning.

NAPLAN
In Years 3 and 5, students also participate in the compulsory
NAPLAN Testing in mid-May each year. This information is
presented to parents in mid-October each year. This information
is utilised by the teachers to inform their teaching, and students’
progress is tracked across these junctures in learning.

Prep–Year 6

ICAS

Judgments about a student’s achievement in Prep–Year 6 are
based on evidence collected over time. To provide this evidence,
students undertake a variety of assessment tasks which may
include, but are not limited to, tests, investigations, observations,
running reading records, reflective responses, oral presentations,
multi-modal presentations and performances. Students do not
compete against each other for grades, but are assessed against
standards for the Assessable Elements applicable in each learning
area. Students’ work is matched to the criteria based upon a 5
point scale. Portfolios of student’s work are compiled across the
year to demonstrate standards achieved.

Students in Years 3–6 participate in the ICAS Competitions of
English, Mathematics and Science. This information is not used as
part of reporting.
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Reporting
Pre-Prep

Years 1–6

Observations and work samples are collated on each child in PrePrep. This evidence is shared with parents as a means of reporting
the child’s progress when engaged with the Pre-Prep curriculum.
Each student receives a Transition Statement at the end of
Semester Two.

An Interim Report is provided to parents at the end of Term One.
This Interim Report is intended to provide information for parents
and caregivers on how their son or daughter has settled into the
school year. Progress in Learning is based on teacher observation
of your child’s classwork to date rather than formal assessment.

Prep
In Prep, students receive a report at the end of each semester
indicating each child’s phase of learning using these five
achievement levels:
§§ Becoming Aware

Reports are completed at the end of each semester. The
Semester One and Two reports indicate a student’s progress over
each semester.
In Years 1–6 a student’s achievement in each subject is
recorded on a five point scale as follows:
A
B
C
D
E

§§ Exploring
§§ Working With
§§ Making Connections
§§ Applying
Students also receive a statement about their progress in Music
and Visual Arts at the end of Semester One and reports indicating
each child’s phase of learning in Semester 2. Languages receive a
progress statement.

Very high level of knowledge and application
High level of knowledge and application
Sound level of knowledge and application
Limited level of knowledge and application
Very limited level of knowledge and application

Parent Teacher Interviews
Formal Parent Teacher Interviews for Pre-Prep–Year 6 are held at
the end of Semester 1.
Parents are invited to contact the Primary School Reception to
organise interviews with teachers at other times in the year.
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23 Gregory Street, Clayfield QLD 4011
PO Box 387, Clayfield QLD 4011
For general information please contact:
Ph: 07 3262 0262
email: info@clayfield.qld.edu.au
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