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Our Mission
The Clayfield College Old Collegians’ Association (CCOCA) encourages past students –  

both boys and girls – to maintain their connection with the College community and keeps 

them informed of the current College activities. It allows past students to foster ongoing 

friendships and fellowship within its membership. 

Our Objectives
a)  To communicate with all past students of Clayfield 

College to maintain effective and open relationships.

b)  To promote and uphold the values and history of 
Clayfield College and support the school in maintaining 
and promoting them.

c)  To fundraise and provide facilities to support Clayfield 
College. 

d)  To encourage interest and involvement among past 
students in the life, activities and progress of Clayfield 
College. 

e)  To provide a strong network among past students of 
Clayfield College.

Our History
Originally established as the Clayfield College Old Girls’ 
Association (CCOGA) in 1941 by the then Principal, Miss 
Nancy Ashburn, the Association had their first meeting on 
23 May. 

Since its inception, the CCOCA has been an active member 
of the College community and it continues its valuable 
role within the life of Clayfield College, binding members 
together and maintaining continuity.

In early 2017, the Association was renamed the Clayfield 
College Old Collegians’ Association to acknowledge the old 
boys of the College. 

The CCOCA also developed a revised logo, modern branding 
that is in synergy with the Clayfield College branding, 
and a new tagline “Keeping Ladies and Lads of Clayfield 
Connected”. We also use the acronym LOC. 

Although we aim to raise some funds directly to cover 
costs and donate to the school, the Association does not 
see its primary purpose to raise funds, but to support the 
College, particularly the Clayfield College Foundation, in its 
fundraising endeavors. 
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President’s Report
2017 has brought a new era of change 
and innovation to the Clayfield College 
Old Collegians’ Association.

The committee met at the start of the year and it was 
established that our goals would be to:

- increase membership numbers

- increase engagement and connection with our members

-  maintain and improve our involvement with the current 
school community

- develop special projects to renovate historical items.

A Special General Meeting (SGM) was held at the start 
of the year and our members voted to change our name 
from the Clayfield College Old Girls’ Association (CCOGA) 
to Clayfield College Old Collegians’ Association (CCOCA) 
to recognise and celebrate the school’s long history of 
educating young boys. 

At the SGM, several motions were successfully passed to 
make amendments to the Constitution which can be found 
on the College website at www.clayfield.qld.edu.au. These 
included membership now being without charge. This was 
in line with our stated goal of increasing awareness and 
engagement with the CCOCA by our past students.

This has been a success with over 100 new members.

We have shifted to electronic communication this year 
with cost and environmental benefits as well as increasing 
the amount of information we can distribute to our 
members. Facebook and Instagram pages have also been 
created to help us all stay connected.

We have maintained our connection with the current school 
community through a number of events and initiatives 
throughout the year. 

The Foundation Day Assembly held at the start of the year 
was a wonderful opportunity for our students to learn about 
the history of our school through the decades, alongside 
world events and music of the eras. This was followed by 
morning tea with a chance for our Old Collegians to catch up 
with each other. 

The CCOCA ran a fabulous old fashioned sweet stall at 
the Clayfield College Fair. Not only was it a successful 
fundraiser but it also gave us the opportunity to display 
some of the fascinating memorabilia stored in our archives. 
The current and past students very much enjoyed leafing 
through year books and laughing over the swimwear from a 
bygone era.

The Women’s Industry Network (WIN) provides an 
opportunity for our current Year 12s to network with many 
of our professional Old Collegians’ and we thank these 
women for taking time out of their busy working lives to 
mentor the next generation. I also had my annual discussion 
with the Year 12 students regarding healthy lifestyle choices. 
The girls are so full of questions and enthusiasm and make it 
a real joy for me to come and speak to them.

Deidre Brandon and Annette Fifoot took our Year 3 
students on a wonderful journey through the history of our 
school and what education was like for our students in the 
“old days”. The young children absolutely love this annual 
event and I thank these ladies for their tireless efforts and 
continuing this tradition.
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The Clayfield College Ladies’ Lunch held at Watt in May 
saw more than 40 Old Collegians attend. It almost felt like a 
school reunion for some! It was a very special day with many 
past students sharing their memories with current school 
mothers. 

Speech Night this year once again celebrated our school’s 
amazing students and their achievements in the classroom, 
on the sporting field, performing and involvement in their 
school community. We congratulate the recipients of prizes 
donated by the Old Collegians’ Association. 

Primary School Encouragement Prize - Lily Guiney

Year 8 - Olivia Rodman

Year 10 - Jacinta Nicolas

Prix d’Honneur - Nicola Crowley

Old Collegian, Karin Schaupp (1989 Music Captain and Dux 
of the School) was guest speaker at Speech Night. Now a 
world-renowned classical guitarist, Karin gave a stunning 
performance and uplifting address to inspire creativity to the 
audience and particularly our graduating Seniors of 2017.

Once again, we will be giving the Year 12 students a gift on 
behalf of the CCOCA to congratulate them on finishing and 
welcoming them into the Association. They, in turn, will be 
giving the Archives a time capsule with items representative 
of their time at Clayfield. This is a new initiative this year 
which will maintain the connection of current students to 
past generations.

These activities highlight the CCOCA’s ongoing active 
involvement in the life of our current students and we are 
proud to be fulfilling this aim for 2017.

The Old Collegians’ Annual Luncheon was held at the 
College in conjunction with the “sevens” reunion drinks 
and tour of the school. This was a day full of laughter 
and memories shared by women spanning a number of 
generations. Thank you to Laraine Kelly for organising this 
event and I look forward to next year’s lunch.



The CCOCA have been able to give a number of gifts to the 
school this year.

Miss Nancy Ashburn’s portrait and accompanying 
watercolour (a gift to the school upon the death of Miss 
Ashburn from the P&F) have been reframed. These are now 
displayed in the new Learning Resource Centre (LRC).

Along with these, the Principal’s portraits have been 
reframed and we have had a number of historical photos 
printed on canvasses to display.

Two new banners have been produced celebrating the 
history of the school as well as our ongoing involvement.

Five new mannequins have been donated to the archives to 
to display our uniforms. 

Ten dry bars have been purchased for the school to use at 
the many events throughout the year.

These gifts will help preserve the history of our school as 
well as provide practical support.

Treasurer’s Report

The CCOCA finances have been audited for 2016/2017. 
These are available upon request.

We thank our donors for this year and are pleased to have 
made our contributions to the College.
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How You Can Help
Become a member

To become a member, please complete the form and let us 
know of your details so we can keep you up-to-date with news 
of the College’s activities, and invite you to CCOCA functions. 
Alternatively, you can email ccoca@clayfield.qld.edu.au. 

https://www.clayfield.qld.edu.au/community/
oldcollegiansassociation

Volunteer your time

If you would like to volunteer with the Women’s Industry 
Network, archives, or assist will other activities of the 
Clayfield College Old Collegians’ Association, please contact 
our Alumni Support Officer, Melanie Johnson, on 3262 0405 
or email ccoca@clayfield.qld.edu.au.

Make a donation

If you would like to make a donation to either the Clayfield 
College Old Collegians’ Association or the Clayfield College 
Foundation, please contact Foundation Manager, Alicia Edwards, 
on 3262 0292 or email aedwards@clayfield.qld.edu.au.

Leave a bequest

If you would like to leave a bequest to Clayfield College in your 
Will, please contact our Foundation Manager, Alicia Edwards, 
on 3262 0292 or email aedwards@clayfield.qld.edu.au. 

Support an event or fundraising activity

If you would like to support Clayfield College Old Collegians’ 
Association, please contact our Alumni Support Officer, 
Melanie Johnson, on ccoca@clayfield.qld.edu.au.

Looking To The Future
This year, we have completed our Strategic Plan for 2018-
2021. I thank Caroline Thurlow very much for preparing this 
document. It maps out our goals for the next four years and 
how we plan to achieve them. This document is available 
upon request.

We are currently in the planning phase for a number projects 
for 2018.

These include the installation of Heritage Trail signage to 
be placed at important locations throughout the school. 
We would like to better inform students, their families and 
visitors to the school of the rich and interesting history of 
Clayfield College. Restoration of the Claire Lockett memorial 
and previously donated brick pavers to a path behind the 
chapel are also planned for next year. More information 
regarding these projects will be sent in the New Year (when 
we will be asking for your kind support and donations!).

We will, of course, be maintaining and increasing our 
connection and involvement in current school life as well 
as trying to encourage as many Old Collegians to join the 
Association.

I wish to thank my committee members for their tireless 
efforts and support this year to implement many changes. I 
look forward to continuing to grow the Association in 2018.

So please, STAY CONNECTED!
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