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Secondary School Philosophy  
at Clayfield College
Secondary School espouses the Vision and Values of Clayfield 
College as it creates an identity and character responsive to 
the needs of its students. The Secondary School represents the 
embodiment of early adolescence, identified by the transition 
from childhood to young adulthood. 

Secondary School recognises adolescence as a time of 
excitement, rapid growth and change as each young person 
endeavours to determine a sense of self, form relationships with 
peers and negotiate the world and their niche within it.

Secondary School will provide opportunities that will enable 
students to experience, promote and develop:

 § emerging identity, individuality and sense of purpose;

 § self-awareness and self-confidence;

 § trusting, respectful and meaningful relationships;

 §  connectedness to an environment where students feel safe, 
valued and appreciated;

 §  the need for independence accompanied by responsibility, 
especially for the rights of others;

 §  open-mindedness and a genuine appreciation of the value  
of diversity;

 §  the importance of caring for their spiritual, physical and 
general well-being;

 §  leadership abilities and community service supported by  
social action;

 §  ownership over learning through negotiated and authentic 
curriculum;

 § a dedication to life-long learning;

 §  a sense of pride in one’s achievements and in the achievements 
of others;

 §  the skills of effective communication and collaboration, 
resilience, conflict resolution, reflection and resourcefulness;

 §  understanding of the Christian faith.

Secondary School also places value in recognising the past 
traditions, rich heritage and future aspirations of Clayfield 
College and Australia. Students are encouraged to consider the 
contributions that they can make, and to take action in the service 
of others, as well as care for the environment through their roles 
as global citizens.

Seconary School acknowledges that students are exploring faith 
and spirituality. Students are presented with a Christian worldview 
as a pathway for making meaning in their lives.



SECONDARY HANDBOOK YEARS 7-9  3 

Pastoral Care

The Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young 
Australians which underpins the Australian Curriculum has as 
the second of its two goals the creation of successful learners, 
confident and creative individuals, and active and informed 
citizens. To be a successful learner, a child needs to be happy; to 
be confident and creative, a child needs to be secure and engaged; 
and to be a good global citizen, each child needs to feel worthy 
and empowered. Thus, wellbeing is intrinsic to learning. The 
Pastoral Care Team at Clayfield College focuses on each child’s 
social and emotional wellbeing as a key factor, arguably the most 
important factor, in their successful transition from child to adult. 
This is done through the House system, Personal Development 
Program, Leadership Development, Outdoor Education Program, 
Community Service and Behaviour Management.

House System

The House System is both the administrative and the support 
backbone of the College. Each student from Prep to Year 12 
is allocated to one of six Houses: Ashburn, Campbell, Gibson, 
Henderson, Radcliffe or Youngman. Each House is a community 
within the larger College community, and the vertical structure 
provides a family-like mixture of ages, interests, responsibilities 
and opportunities. The system allows students and staff to 
interact beyond the classroom and provides further opportunities 
for a student to develop a relationship with a “charismatic other”, 
the term used by psychologists to describe an adult outside the 
nuclear family who can provide inspiration and security.

In the Primary School, there are Interhouse competitions and 
regular interaction with Secondary School students from the 
same House, while in Years 7 to 12, activities span the spectrum 
of academic, sporting and cultural disciplines, as well as 
community service.

Students entering Secondary School join Pastoral Care (PC) Groups 
within each House. These multi-age groups have two or three 
students from each Year, and new students have a Year 11 “buddy” 
whose responsibility it is to ensure their smooth transition into the PC 
Group. Each Group is under the care of a PC teacher, and students 
remain in these groups until they leave the College. Pastoral 
Care Groups meet every morning unless there is a whole House 
meeting.

Heads of House are responsible for the holistic development of 
each student from their time of entry into a PC Group. Core and 
subject teachers have a significant role each year; however, Heads 
of House are kept up to date with all communication between 
home and College and monitor the co-curricular involvement and 
academic and social progress of each of their charges.

Personal Development

A formal program of regular lessons in Personal Development 
runs from Prep through to Year 12. The content and delivery of 
the program varies according to the needs, maturity and interests 
of students; however, it is always guided by the protective and 
risk factors for mental health and wellbeing.
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Clayfield College is firmly focussed on the development 
and maintenance of healthy and supportive relationships 
amongst students, staff, families and community. The Personal 
Development Program which runs from Prep to Year 12 uses 
a variety of resources to address several areas of importance, 
thus ensuring excellent relationships that help create an optimal 
learning environment.

The Personal Development Program in the Primary School, while 
based on the philosophy of connectedness in KidsMatters, draws 
on a number of approaches to building resilience. Lessons and 
incidental learning from everyday situations play an important 
role in the social and emotional education of students. Through 
a buddy system, younger girls and boys can develop friendships 
across year levels and find positive role models.

In Years 7-12, the Personal Development Program allows a strong 
focus on developmentally appropriate issues. Friendships, group 
work and relationship management are key areas for students in 
Years 7-9, along with cybersafety, body image and self-esteem. In 
Year 10, the focus switches to the demands of senior schooling and 
the importance of learning styles, thinking strategies and academic 
reflection, as well as the development of House citizenship. 
Students prepare for their role as mentors for new students in 
each Pastoral Care Group. In Year 11, leadership is the focus and 
students develop skills in teamwork, team building and team 
leadership. Year 12 students are encouraged through the Personal 
Development Program to consider issues of importance beyond 
schooling. Some of the most immediate issues are safe driving, 
legal responsibilities, financial literacy and ways to celebrate safely.

Student Leadership

Student leadership encompasses a broad range of formal and 
informal activities beginning with daily opportunities in Pre-
Prep and Prep. In Years 1-6, Class Leader positions change each 
semester and the expectations and responsibilities increase as 
the students grow and mature. In the final year of Primary School, 
students also have the opportunity to nominate and stand for 
House Leader or Primary School Captain and to complete a formal 
application to be selected as an Andrews Cup Sport Captain. 
Chapel Monitors are also selected each semester. Students in the 
upper years may also be chosen as Music Group Leaders, Green 
Team Ambassadors and Library Monitors. 

The aim is to give as many girls and boys as possible the 
opportunity to develop leadership skills and to help them learn 
that responsibility goes with the privilege of leading their peers. 
They are encouraged to recognise the qualities of competent 
leaders and the importance of cooperative and supportive 
followers and participants. 

From Year 7, there are House Leaders who assist with House 
projects and events.

In Year 9, students can apply to be part of the Young Leaders 
Program. 
 
Students in Year 10 begin a formal program which prepares 
them for House and College leadership. In the latter half of Year 
11, students can choose to apply formally for significant leadership 
positions. Sporting, cultural and service activities all have student 
leaders. There are captains in each QGSSSA sport, and leaders 
for every music ensemble, as well as for debating, dance, drama, 
ISCF and multimedia groups. Those wishing to be considered 
for House, Academic, Boarding, Community Service, Music or 
Sport leadership must make presentations to the relevant group, 
and College Captain applicants speak to all students in Years 9-11. 
Those short listed for College leadership are also interviewed by 
the Principal. By the time students are in Year 12 they are ready to 
assume responsibility jointly as leaders of the College.

The ability to influence others is an important leadership skill, and 
Clayfield College student leaders are encouraged to use regular 
Assemblies as a platform. In Primary School, Primary Captains 
and Year 6 Class Leaders take turns to host weekly Assemblies 
and all Class Leaders are responsible for collecting and sometimes 
presenting class awards. In Secondary School, College Captains 
lead every Assembly, and Boarding, Academic, Community 
Service, Music and Sport Captains along with Chapel Monitors 
have a role in each one. Leaders of other groups report on progress 
and successes and often accept the challenge of raising the 
profile of their activity. Students are encouraged to make their 
presentations entertaining as well as informative, and Assemblies 
are often a highlight of the school week.

Outdoor Education

The Outdoor Education Program aims to challenge students. 
Every time an individual pushes themselves to attempt something 
either physically or emotionally demanding, they expand the 
range of situations in which they can feel secure. All programs 
are based on the “challenge by choice” philosophy which allows 
all participants to do intelligent risk-taking and choose the level 
of physical or emotional difficulty that best suits their needs. The 
program is designed so that there is a gradually increasing level 
of challenge available. The experiences are varied, but all provide 
opportunities to appreciate the natural environment. Learning 
to exercise all senses and heighten awareness of surroundings is 
now recognised as a key contributor to good mental health.
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All programs in Years 4-11 take place in the same week in 
Term 1 to limit disruption to academic classes and to take 
advantage of favourable weather.  Most students have three-
day experiences at various sites in South East Queensland and 
Northern New South Wales.  Year 4 and 5 students, for two and 
three days respectively, visit the Mapleton Centre to help develop 
their independence and strengthen relationships with peers and 
teachers.  
 
Year 9 and 10 students are combined, and can choose one of 
three levels of physical challenge. Year 9 students who choose the 
most arduous program have the opportunity to choose a different 
experience in Year 10: a four day program of activities they have 
never before attempted in the Outdoor Education Program. Year 
11 students undertake an intensive program of problem-solving 
and team challenges designed to build cohesion and leadership 
capacity. 
 
Community Service

Jesus himself said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” 
and psychologists highlight the importance of giving back to the 
community as a key to ensuring social and emotional wellbeing. 
Clayfield College’s Community Service Captains, with the support 
of the Community Service executive, run annual drives such as 
Jeans for Genes Day and Pyjama Day. They also maintain links 
to several interest groups including Amnesty International, Red 
Cross and UN Women. The Executive helps coordinate charity 
work done by each House and by some Year levels. Finally, 
students are always quick to mount campaigns in support of 
those affected by natural disasters.

Community service takes several forms:

• fundraising, especially through Monday tuckshops

•  consciousness raising through presentations on Assemblies, 
poster campaigns and the like

•  active service such as decorating pillowcases for a refuge, 
making clothes for premature babies, helping serve food to the 
homeless, or providing homework help at a local library for the 
children of refugees.

Another aspect of community service is the College’s Peer 
Mentoring Program. Students nominate either to give or receive 
assistance in one or more subject area and are paired across Year 
levels, often with students within the same House. Students then 
arrange mutually convenient times to meet. Students in Year 11 
also offer Homework Help at lunch time each week.

 

Behaviour Management

Behaviour management at Clayfield College is grounded in 
supportive, trusting and respectful relationships between 
students, staff and community members. Students balance rights 
and responsibilities and learn to accept the consequences of 
transgressing the rights of others within or outside the classroom.

At school, if it is necessary to take disciplinary action, College 
staff will always seek to help the student re-establish reasonable 
and happy relationships with peers, staff and others with whom 
they are interacting. 
 
The consequences for breaching College rules are proportionate 
to the nature of the misdemeanour and are administered carefully 
and justly.

•  class teachers deal with minor in-class problems. In these 
cases, additional work may be set, or tasks allocated.

•  should a pattern of behaviour occur for students from Prep to 
Year 6, the class teacher liaises with families and the Head of 
Pastoral Care - Primary. For students from Years 7 to 12, the 
student is referred to her Head of House who, in consultation 
with the Pastoral Care Teacher, will continue to monitor 
behaviour while liaising with families and relevant staff 
members.

•  in consultation with the relevant stakeholders, further courses 
of action may be decided. These consequences may include 
daily monitoring, loss of a privilege, removal from class, or a 
negotiated detention.

•  should daily monitoring be insufficient for positive behavioural 
change, contracts may be entered into between the student 
and College. Should it be necessary, Head of Pastoral Care - 
Primary or Dean of Pastoral Care will be involved.
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Houses
Ashburn

Motto: Aspire advance achieve
Colour: Green

Campbell

Motto:  Caritate et Concordia  
(united through caring and understanding)

Colour: Blue

Gibson

Motto: Many degrees of excellence
Colour: Gold

Henderson

Motto: Compassion and courage
Colour: Red

Radcliffe

Motto: Individually unique together complete
Colour: Aqua

Youngman

Motto: Ad astra per aspera (to the stars through adversity)
Colour: Purple
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Secondary Years 7-9 Curriculum
The Years 7-9 learning environment is one where academic 
challenges, creativity, flexibility, curiosity, critical thinking and risk 
taking are practised. The Academic and Co-Curricular Programs 
equip students with the skills to learn: to be inclusive listeners, to 
develop effective communication skills and to formulate opinions 
and attitudes based upon balanced inquiry. Students acquire 
knowledge and skills across a broad range of learning areas, to 
enhance choice and experience different subjects.

The Years 7-9 curriculum is student centred rather than subject 
centred.  The amount of curriculum time for each subject is 
allocated according to the Australian Curriculum requirements. 
Literacy and numeracy development are main concerns of the 
curriculum and are taught across all Key Learning Areas. An inquiry 
based (also known as constructivist) approach is encouraged in all 
subjects. Teachers embrace a number of age relevant pedagogies 
in their teaching to cater for a range of learning styles. These 
include inquiry, collaboration, active and experiential learning, 
differentiation, choice and authentic and reflective assessment.

The Years 7-9 curriculum comprises a variety of common core 
subjects across the Key Learning Areas. In Year 9, students 
choose three elective subjects to reflect their personal strengths 
and interests. The core subjects and elective subjects are listed in 
this handbook.

It is compulsory for all girls in Years 7 – 9 to study Christian 
Education and to participate in the Pastoral Program of the College. 

Assessment

Judgments about a student’s achievement are based on evidence 
collected over time. To provide this evidence, students undertake 

a variety of assessment tasks which may include, but are not 
limited to, examinations, research assignments, practical work, 
reflective blogs, report writing, orals, multi-modal presentations 
and performances. Students do not compete against each other 
for grades, but are assessed against standards that are assessable 
elements applicable to each subject. These elements are applied 
as criteria on a marking sheet with each assessment item. 
Students’ work is matched to the criteria so that A-E grades can 
be awarded.

Reporting

Reports are completed at the end of each semester. The 
Semester Report indicates a student’s progress over the 
semester. In Years 7-9, a student’s achievement in each subject is 
recorded on a 5 point scale as follows:

A Very High level of knowledge and application

B High level of knowledge and application

C Sound level of knowledge and application

D Limited level of knowledge and application 

E Very Limited level of knowledge and application

Daily Organisation

The timetable is based on a two week cycle of six 55 minute 
lessons per day. Therefore, in the following structures, the 
number of lessons refers to the number of 55 minute lessons (or 
equivalent) across the cycle.
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Secondary Years 7-9 Learning
Learning Foundations

In 2019 we have introduced a new subject at the College, Learning 
Foundations. This runs in a variety of forms from Years 4 to 11. It 
is designed to assist our students in the development of the beliefs 
and behaviours associated with highly effective learning. It allows 
us to meet the specific needs of our learners as they emerge.

The College also supports a number of programs to enhance the 
learning of students with specific needs or interests. These include:

English as an Additional Language Support (EALS)

EALS is designed specifically for indigenous, migrant and 
international students within Clayfield College, for whom  
English is an additional language. 

The EAL Department works closely with other departments 
and aims to support these students by developing their skills in 
listening, speaking, reading and writing across curriculum areas. 
There is a focus on cultural and situational contexts of language 
and the need for students to make critical observations and 
choices about language.

Students who demonstrate language skills at levels 4-6 on the 
NILLA Bandscales are assisted in their understanding of different 
text types, paragraphing, sentence structures, grammar and 
vocabulary. The emphasis is on mainstream tasks and texts, and 
on the language and skills required to complete assessment items. 
Intrinsic to this is the development of linguistic accuracy.

Enrichment Programs

At Clayfield College, classroom teachers are highly supportive of 
all students. We recognise that all students are unique individuals 
and that some students have special educational needs. These 
needs may relate to:

 § Learning Difficulties

 § Hearing/Visual/Physical Impairments

 § Speech-Language Impairment

 § Intellectual Impairment

 § Social-Emotional Difficulties

Where additional needs are identified, additional classroom 
support may be provided by the Enrichment Department. 

Extension Programs

Clayfield College offers a wide curriculum to meet the needs of 
all students. Students are enriched academically via differentiated 
learning practices in all classes and across all subject areas. In 
addition, all students participate in Science, Mathematics and 
English competitions. Clayfield College also provides opportunities 
for students to become involved in specific Gifted and Talented 
Programs, including additional competitions, workshops, 
performance opportunities and excursions. Examples of extension 
opportunities which may be available to Years 7-9 students 
include:

 § Big Science Competition

 § Brainways

 § Da Vinci Decathlon

 § Days of Excellence 

 § Debating

 § Drama Incorporated

 § ICAS Mathematics, English and Science Competitions

 § Language Competitions 

 § Mathematics Teams Challenge

 § Outdoor Education Program

 § Public Speaking

 § Reader’s Cup

 § University of Queensland RoboCup

 § Visiting Artist Program 

 § Young ICT Explorers
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Elite Sports Program
The Elite Sports Program has been developed to assist students 
who are excelling in sport to balance their academic, social, 
and sporting ambitions. Students who are eligible to apply for 
participation in the program are Queensland and Australian 
representatives within their sport who are committed to 
maintaining excellence in their academic results alongside their 
elite level sporting commitments. The main aim of the program 
is to support our students striving for sporting success at an 
elite level by providing every opportunity for them to train and 
compete, whilst providing the right environment for them to excel 
academically.   
 
It is a requirement that a student in the program is competing at 
state or national representation level (or equivalent). Acceptance 
into the program is based on an interview with the Elite Sporting 
Program Coordinator and proof of achievement must be provided. 

To enhance their athletic development, each student is 
released for a number of lessons per fortnight. Their timetable 
is constructed in conjunction with the Dean of Academic 
Administration and the Elite Sporting Program Coordinator.

A number of supplementary services are also available to 
students should they wish to include these in their programs. 
These services include dieticians, sports psychologists and sport 
specific strength and conditioning programs.

Additional costs apply. All coaching fees are paid directly to the 
coach or sporting organisation. The program offers the provision 
for extra coaching during designated school times, it does not 
provide or pay for any coaching sessions that occur. These costs 
will vary depending on the choice of sport and supplementary 
services chosen by each athlete and their family.
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Year 7 & 8 Common Curriculum 
Common Curriculum

English 9

Mathematics 9

Science 6

Social Science 6

Health and Physical Education 4

Languages Students select one

• Chinese

• Japanese

• Spanish

5 (Year 7) 
6 (Year 8)

The Arts:

• Visual Art

• Music

• Drama

In Year 8 students will choose two of the three Arts

3

3

3

(4)

Technology on rotation through:

• Digital Technologies

• Robotics

• Food Technology

6

Learning Foundations 2

Secondary School Pastoral Program

• Christian Education 2

• House and Chapel 2

• Assembly 1

• Personal Development 1

No. of Lessons (per 2 week cycle)
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Year 9 Common & Elective Curriculum
Common Curriculum 

English 9

Mathematics 9

Science 7

Social Science 7

Health and Physical Education 4

Learning Foundations 2

Elective Curriculum 

Year 9 students study three subjects from the list below: 6 lessons per subject)

The Arts

• Drama

• Music

• Visual Art

Languages

• Chinese

• Japanese

• Spanish

Business

• Contemporary Business

Technologies

• Digital Technologies

• Food Technology

Secondary School Pastoral Program

• Christian Education 2

• House and Chapel 2

• Assembly 1

• Personal Development 1

No. of Lessons (per 2 week cycle)
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Year 7 Curriculum
English

The Year 7 English course reflects the growing independence 
of students and their increasing involvement and interest with 
the world beyond themselves. Students engage with texts 
that explore themes of interpersonal relationships and ethical 
dilemmas within real-world and fictional settings from a variety 
of perspectives. Students create a range of texts including a 
persuasive speech, a short story, and an analytical essay. They 
engage with texts such as Parvana and Bridge to Terabithia. 
Language conventions, including spelling and grammar, are also 
explicitly taught, as is sentence construction and paragraphing.

The course content is designed to develop students’ knowledge, 
understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking 
and writing. The three interrelated strands are: Language 
(knowing about the English language), Literature (understanding, 
appreciating, responding to, analysing and creating literature) and 
Literacy (expanding the repertoire of English usage). Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in relation to 
Understanding and Skills for both the Receptive and Productive 
modes.

Mathematics

The Year 7 Mathematics course requires students to employ a 
range of thinking skills including solving, comparing, representing, 
identifying and evaluating. When approaching mathematical 
situations, students are encouraged to explore a range of 
strategies so that they feel equipped to problem solve with 
independence. Lessons are structured to cater to the diverse 
needs of learners and to challenge students at every level. 

Investigations have a strong presence in the Year 7 Mathematical 
course and are aimed to develop a strong sense of numeracy by 
linking mathematical concepts with real life situations. 

The course content for this subject is designed to incorporate 
different strands of Mathematics including: Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in 
relation to the assessable elements: Understanding and Fluency, 
Problem Solving; and Communicating and Justifying. 

Science 

The Science course for Year 7 is designed to engage students in 
hands-on activities aimed at instilling a desire to inquire about, 
and investigate, the world around them. Open-ended guiding 
questions invite exploration of ideas that are specific to topics.

The course content incorporates the studies of Biological Science, 
Chemistry, Earth and Space Science, and Physical Science. The 
content knowledge gained by the study of these dimensions 
is complemented by delving into the work of scientists, and 
reflecting on the contributions of Science to our world. The 
course allows for students to involve themselves in investigations 
that further the acquisition of science inquiry skills such as 
questioning, researching, predicting, analysing and concluding. 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in 
relation to the assessable criteria of Science Understanding 
(which includes Science Human Endeavor) and Science Skills.
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Social Science

In Social Science, our aim is to engage the students so they 
become appreciators of the world in which they live.  We wish to 
foster active citizens who constructively participate in society 
and life-long learners who are interested in places, events and 
issues. 

Students develop their knowledge and skills in the Australian 
Curriculum learning areas: History and Geography. Geography 
enhances students’ knowledge about problems facing human 
populations, how humans contribute to and can possibly solve 
these problems, while historical knowledge focuses on aspects 
of continuity and change. In both their History and Geography 
studies, skill development includes: collecting, analysing and 
interpreting information; presenting conclusions using reasoned 
argument, and using correct terminology and a range of 
communication forms.

There are four major units of Social Science studied across 
the year. Students undertake a History unit examining Ancient 
Civilisations which then leads to two in-depth studies; one of 
Ancient Egypt and one of Ancient China. Students then undertake 
a Geography unit which examines environmental resources and, in 
particular, water. Finally, students study a second Geography unit 
focusing on what impacts a location’s liveability.

Through a range of assessment instruments (one per term), 
students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the assessable elements of Knowledge and 
Understanding, Questioning and Research, Analysing and 
Interpreting and Communicating. 

Visual Art 

The Clayfield College Visual Art Secondary Program provides 
dynamic, exciting and diverse opportunities for all students. 
The units of work for Year 7 have been developed to allow for 
strong links between core subjects and the arts. Students enjoy a 
plethora of experiences, including gallery excursions, artist talks 
and interactive new media workshops. Throughout all units of 
work students not only engage with the making and creating of 
an artwork, but also participate in various written appreciation 
tasks, varying from structured essays, exams, visual diary entries 
and artwork evaluations.

In Year 7 students are introduced to various Visual Art concepts 
and undertake a range of media explorations through three 
diverse units. These include: 

 § ‘Crazy Critters’, a unit focused on 3D ceramic construction, 
exploring imagination and fantasy.

 §  ‘Fanciful Hats’, a unit exploring the humble medium of paper 
to make inventive sculptures. The motivation of this unit is 

to teach students to think creatively about an ordinary every 
day medium and to really push it to new extremes.

 § ‘Zines’, a unit concentrating on explorations of design and 
mixed media. The motivation of this unit is the relationship 
of texts to imagery (visual literacy), the evocative nature of 
language, media exploration & skill development.

The students are treated with two interactive workshops 
throughout the year, firstly with a renowned Brisbane sculptor 
who works with clay techniques and secondly with a designer 
who self-publishes her own Zines. These exciting workshops 
provide students with new knowledge and skills to apply to their 
own artworks.

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the assessable elements of Knowledge and 
Understanding, Creating, Presenting, Responding and Reflecting. 

Drama 

The Secondary Drama Program provides students with skills to 
work creatively, enabling them to manipulate the elements of 
drama to communicate meaningful ideas and concepts. Students 
are introduced to a range of symbols, codes and ‘languages’, and 
learn strategies for the effective application of these modes of 
communication to a range of settings. Students explore dramatic 
play building, work in character, and experiment with design. 
The course is designed to inspire and motivate students to 
explore multiple possibilities, challenge preconceived ideas and 
stereotypes, and to assist students to develop interpersonal skills 
through the discovery of their role as a collaborator. 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the assessable elements of Knowledge and 
Understanding, Creating, Presenting, Responding, and Reflecting 
on learning.  
 
Music

Classroom music at Clayfield College is a creative, enriching, 
educational and fun experience for the students. Studies in music 
utilise skills that enhance all aspects of development such as 
cognitive, emotional and psychomotor. Music appreciation and 
study contributes to the development of intelligence, memory, 
coordination, concentration and invention. This is additional to 
the development of skills such as logical, critical and divergent 
thinking, decision making and concept formation. Studies in Music 
also offer a unique form of self-expression and communication 
and a way of viewing and understanding the world. Classroom 
music lessons at Clayfield College are devised and delivered 
using the Kodály methodology which aims to synthesise skills in 
different areas of music, creating the ‘whole’ musician. This aural 
based, sequential, developmental approach is integral to our 
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different areas of Music, creating the ‘whole’ musician. This aural 
based, sequential, developmental approach is integral to our 
classroom Music Program at Clayfield College. 

Our Year 7 students consolidate fundamental musical concepts 
and use this knowledge to create, improvise and sing. They 
perform in a variety of vocal and instrumental forms. Delivery 
of the program focusses on the joy of music making through 
musical games and hands on experiences designed to develop an 
enjoyment and appreciation of this genre as well as developing a 
general knowledge and understanding of music. 

Technology

In Technology, students are rotated through three strands: 
Food, Robotics, and Digital Technologies based on the Australian 
Digital and Design Technologies curriculum. The strands provide 
students with practical and engaging opportunities for them to 
work individually and in groups, to design, develop and evaluate 
a variety of products and to begin to consider the products’ 
impact on wider society. Students are introduced to problem 
solving using computational design and systems thinking skills. 
The Robotics unit introduces basic engineering and programmable 
control systems within a dedicated robotics lab. In Food 
Technology, students produce various food products and learn 
about kitchen hygiene, safety, application of nutritional guidelines 
and the importance of appropriate menu selection. In Digital 
Technologies, students are introduced to web and mobile design 
that includes the production of a database, user interface and an 
application.

Throughout all units of work, students participate in various 
assessment, mostly of a practical, project-based nature. The units 
of work have a cross curricular focus along with opportunities to 
develop interesting and innovative products allowing strong links 
between core subjects and technology.

Students enjoy designing, developing and evaluating projects 
such as pitch video production and interactive web-quests, 
which introduce sound and video editing, 2D graphic editing, 
an understanding of data transfer and how wired and wireless 
networks such as the Internet work.

Languages (Chinese, Japanese and Spanish)

Students in Year 7 choose one language to study from Chinese, 
Japanese and Spanish and will continue their study of this 
language until the end of Year 9. For students interested in 
engaging further in their study of languages, from Year 9 it 
is also possible for students to study multiple languages (one 
being compulsory and one being an elective).

In Languages courses, students identify how languages 
are linked to cultures. They develop the skills needed to 
communicate and understand their target language in verbal and 
written modes. They explore alternative ways of experiencing, 
acting in and viewing the world and understanding the 
importance of bilingualism and multilingualism in contemporary 
society.

In Chinese, Japanese and Spanish, students learn to 
communicate information about themselves, their families and 
their friends. The course content is designed to assist students 
to comprehend and compose texts in the target language and 
develop intercultural competence and language awareness. 

The focus is to create a solid understanding of the languages of 
study. Grammatical structures are investigated, explained and 
practised to form a foundation before further language study 
is commenced in Years 10-12. Students demonstrate evidence 
of their learning over time against the requirements of the 
Australian Curriculum: Languages documents. 

Students study a variety of engaging units of work that provide 
language elements that are relevant, practical and enjoyable. 
They will come to understand linguistic and cultural practices, 
which will allow them to live and learn as a part of a global 
community. 

A knowledge of additional languages helps build personal, 
social and business relationships, which enhance intercultural 
understanding. The ability to communicate in an additional 
language is highly regarded by employers and provides 
students with a competitive edge in the job market. Tertiary 
institutions recognise the importance of language skills and offer 
opportunities for students to complement their studies in all 
disciplines.

 
Health and Physical Education

Studies in Health and Physical Education focus on the development 
of specialised skills that impinge on all aspects of development 
including cognitive, physical, social, emotional and psychomotor. 
Physical involvement in the course develops coordination, motor 
skills, concentration, teamwork, decision making, and self-
reflection. Theoretical units develop students’ knowledge of 
health, their ability to think logically and critically, decision-making 
skills and to reinforce concepts learnt in practical lessons. 

The aim of the course is to equip the students with the necessary 
knowledge and skills to be able to make informed, creative and 
health enhancing decisions about their own personal growth and 
development.



SECONDARY HANDBOOK YEARS 7-9  16 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in 
relation to the Australian Curriculum’s content descriptors and two 
year band achievement statements. All learning and assessment is 
centred around the two distinct strands of Movement and Physical 
activity and Personal, Social and Community Health.

Christian Education

Christian Education provides opportunities for students to 
explore their own understanding of faith and how it provides a 
basis for the choices they make and the relationships which they 
foster.

Students engage in a variety of learning activities and continue 
to develop confidence in using their Bibles to find passages of 
Scripture relevant to the learning task. The Year 7 students 
enjoy the study of ‘Narnia’ and its symbolic connections to 
Christianity. 

The students will have the opportunity for both individual 
reflection and group work. They demonstrate evidence of their 
learning over time in relation to the assessable elements of 
Knowledge and Understanding; Interpreting; Responding and 
Reflecting.



SECONDARY HANDBOOK YEARS 7-9  17 

Year 8 Curriculum
English

The Year 8 English course aims to continue to develop students’ 
knowledge and skills in the English language. The course content 
is designed to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and 
skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking and writing. The three 
interrelated strands are Language (knowing about the English 
language), Literature (understanding, appreciating, responding 
to, analysing and creating literature), and Literacy (expanding the 
repertoire of English usage). Students demonstrate evidence of 
their learning over time in relation to Understanding and Skills for 
both the Receptive and Productive modes. 

Inquiry questions inform each unit of learning for the Year 8 
English Program. In the Term 1 unit, The World of Fantasy, 
students study the novel Dragonkeeper and explore the question: 
What is the appeal of fantasy texts?

In the Term 2 unit, Identity and Friendship, students consider the 
question: What aspects of culture help construct my identity?  
They explore the notion of identity in the beautiful Indigenous 
text Playground. 

In the Term 3 unit, Visual Literacy in Picture Fiction, students 
are required to unpack the knowledge, values and practices that 
inform construction of picture book texts and consider questions 
such as: How are the elements and features of picture fiction 
varied to appeal to very different audiences?

In the Term 4 unit, Visual Literacy – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
students consider the question: How is meaning constructed in 
visual texts?  

Mathematics

The Year 8 Mathematics course is designed to support, challenge 
and extend students in ways that develop an interest and 
confidence in Mathematics. Throughout the course, students 
engage with a variety of resources, concrete materials and tasks.

The course content for this subject is designed to incorporate 
different strands of Mathematics including Number and Algebra; 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in 
relation to the assessable elements Understanding and Fluency; 
Problem-Solving; and Communicating and Justifying.

Science

Year 8 Science is about developing scientifically inquisitive minds. 
Students formulate scientific questions that can be investigated 
through fair testing. They justify predictions based on their 
knowledge, design a method, identify variables, scientifically 
record data to identify patterns and trends, analyse data and 
draw conclusions based on scientific reasoning. Students also 
begin to investigate living and non-living phenomena at the 
atomic and cellular level. They are able to use models to explain 
the properties and nature of matter and relate to everyday uses 
of materials and living organisms. Students describe how major 
functions of cells are dependent on variations in their form and 
structure. They develop an understanding of the concept of types 
of energy and energy transformations. Students also begin to 
evaluate and reflect on how Science is used in society. 
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The course content incorporates the studies of Biological Science, 
Chemistry, Earth and Space Science, and Physical Science. 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in 
relation to the assessable criteria of Science Understanding 
(which includes Science Human Endeavor) and Science Skills.

Social Science

In Social Science, our aim is to engage the students so that they 
become appreciators of the world in which they live.  We wish to 
foster active citizens who constructively participate in society 
and life-long learners who are interested in places, events and 
issues. 

Students develop their knowledge and skills in the Australian 
Curriculum learning areas: History and Geography. Geography 
enhances students’ knowledge about problems facing human 
populations, how humans contribute to and can possibly solve 
these problems, while historical knowledge focuses on aspects 
of continuity and change. In both their History and Geography 
studies, skill development includes: collecting, analysing and 
interpreting information; presenting conclusions using reasoned 
argument, and using correct terminology and a range of 
communication forms.

In Term 1, students study urbanisation and, in particular, mega 
cities through a Geography unit titled ‘Urban Call’. In Term 2, they 
explore the transition from the Ancient World to the Modern 
World through their study of Medieval Times. Leading on from 
this, in Term 3 students learn about the Spanish Conquest of the 
New World. Finally, students return to Geography in Term 4 to 
learn about Deserted Deserts and how Australians in particular 
use the desert landscape. 

Through a range of assessment instruments (one per term), 
students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the assessable elements of Knowledge and 
Understanding, Questioning and Research, Analysing and 
Interpreting and Communicating. 

Visual Art

The Clayfield College Visual Art Secondary Program provides 
dynamic, exciting and diverse opportunities for all students. 
The units of work for Year 8 have been developed to allow for 
strong links between core subjects and the arts. Students enjoy a 
plethora of experiences, including gallery excursions, artist talks 
and interactive new media workshops. Throughout all units of 
work, students not only engage with the making and creating of 
artworks but also participate in various written appreciation tasks 
including structured essays, examinations, visual diary entries and 
artwork evaluations.

Visual Art develops students’ observation, creativity, imagination, 
critical thinking, problem-solving and art analysis and 
interpretation skills.

Overall Year 8 will participate in three diverse units exploring 2D 
and 3D mediums. These units include:

 §  ‘A Colourful History, Seeing, Knowing & Feeling’; a unit 
designed to introduce students to colour theory and 
perspective through investigations of Art History. They reflect 
on different ways artists approach art making through working 
from what they see, know and feel. 

 §  ‘The Bush & The Burbs’; a unit which encourages students to 
explore the interplay of traditional and digital printing mediums 
as a way of layering and masking to resolve a final work. They 
explore the focus ‘Juxtaposition and Contrast’. 

 §  ‘Our Environment, Observation and Translation’; where 
students investigate 3D translations of natural objects. 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in relation 
to the assessable elements of Knowledge and Understanding; 
Creating; Presenting; Responding; and Reflecting.  
 
Drama

The Drama Program provides students with skills to work 
creatively, enabling them to manipulate the elements of drama 
to communicate meaningful ideas and concepts. Students are 
introduced to a range of symbols, codes and ‘languages’, and 
learn strategies for the effective application of these modes of 
communication to a range of settings. Students explore dramatic 
play building, work in character, and experiment with design. 
The course is designed to inspire and motivate students to 
explore multiple possibilities, challenge preconceived ideas and 
stereotypes, and to assist students to develop interpersonal skills 
through the discovery of their role as a collaborator. 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the assessable elements of Knowledge and 
Understanding, Creating, Presenting, Responding and Reflecting.



SECONDARY HANDBOOK YEARS 7-9  19 

Music

Classroom music at Clayfield College is a creative, enriching, 
educational and fun experience for the students. Studies in music 
utilize skills that enhance all aspects of development such as 
cognitive, emotional and psychomotor. Music appreciation and 
study contributes to the development of intelligence, memory, 
coordination, concentration and invention. This is additional to 
the development of skills such as logical, critical and divergent 
thinking, decision making and concept formation. Studies in music 
also offer a unique form of self-expression and communication 
and a way of viewing and understanding the world. Classroom 
music lessons at Clayfield College are devised and delivered 
using the Kodály methodology which aims to synthesise skills in 
different areas of music, creating the ‘whole’ musician. This aural 
based, sequential, developmental approach is integral to our 
classroom Music Program at Clayfield College. 

Our Year 8 students build on the foundations laid in Year 7 
by adding a new layer of sophistication to their repertoire of 
musical concepts and skills.  They perform in a variety of vocal 
and instrumental forms. Delivery of the program focusses on 
the joy of music making through musical games and hands on 
experiences designed to develop an enjoyment and appreciation 
of this genre. 

Technology

Year 8 Technology builds on and further develops knowledge and 
skills from Year 7.  Students are rotated through three strands: 
Food, Robotics, and Digital Technologies  based on the Australian 
Digital and Design Technologies curriculum. The strands provide 
students with practical and engaging opportunities for them to 
work individually and in groups, to design, develop and evaluate 
a variety of products and consider the products’ impact on 
wider society. Students are introduced to problem solving using 
computational, design and systems thinking skills. The Robotics 
unit introduces students to learn to build and control a dancing 
robot using RobotC and develop a game application to understand 
the programming.

Throughout all units of work, students participate in various 
assessment, mostly of a practical project-based nature. The units 
of work have a cross curricular focus along with opportunities to 
develop interesting and innovative products, allowing strong links 
between core subjects and technology.

In Food Technology, students enjoy working through a design 
process to produce various food products and a cookbook. The 
students study food and nutrition, food contamination, safe food 
handling and trends in food presentation and food styling. 

In Digital Technologies, students further build upon their 
knowledge about digital disruptions, the internet, wearable 
technologies, cloud networked technologies, and augmented 
reality concepts.

Languages (Chinese, Japanese and Spanish)

Students in Year 8 continue their study of a language chosen in 
Year 7 (one of Chinese, Japanese or Spanish) and will continue 
their study of this language until the end of Year 9. 

In Languages courses, students identify how languages are linked 
to cultures. They develop the skills needed to communicate 
and understand their target language in verbal and written 
modes. They explore alternative ways of experiencing, acting 
in and viewing the world and understanding the importance of 
bilingualism and multilingualism in contemporary society.

In Chinese, Japanese and Spanish, students learn to communicate 
information about themselves, their families and their friends. The 
course content is designed to assist students to comprehend and 
compose texts in the target language and develop intercultural 
competence and language awareness. 

The focus is to create a solid understanding of the languages of 
study. Grammatical structures are investigated, explained and 
practised to form a foundation before further language study is 
commenced in Years 10-12. Students demonstrate evidence of 
their learning over time against the requirements of the Australian 
Curriculum: Languages documents. 

Students study a variety of engaging units of work that provide 
language elements that are relevant, practical and enjoyable. They 
will come to understand linguistic and cultural practices, which 
will allow them to live and learn as a part of a global community. 

A knowledge of additional languages helps build personal, 
social and business relationships, which enhance intercultural 
understanding. The ability to communicate in an additional 
language is highly regarded by employers and provides 
students with a competitive edge in the job market. Tertiary 
institutions recognise the importance of language skills and offer 
opportunities for students to complement their studies in all 
disciplines.
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Health and Physical Education

Studies in Health and Physical Education focus on the 
development of specialised skills that enhance all aspects of 
development including cognitive, physical, social, emotional 
and psychomotor. Physical involvement in the course develops 
coordination, motor skills, concentration, teamwork, decision 
making, and self-reflection. Theoretical units develop students’ 
knowledge of health, their ability to think logically and critically, 
decision making skills and to reinforce concepts learnt in practical 
lessons. 

Studies in Health and Physical Education also offer a unique way 
of viewing and understanding the world and its society and the 
influences these have on their current and future health and 
well-being. The aim of the course is to equip the students with 
the necessary knowledge and skills to reflect on these influences 
and to be able to make informed, creative and health enhancing 
decisions about their own personal growth and development, as 
well as those people and communities around them both now and 
into their future.

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the Australian Curriculum’s content descriptors 
and two year band achievement statements. All learning 
and assessment is centred around the two distinct strands 
of Movement and Physical activity and Personal, Social and 
Community Health.

Christian Education

Christian Education provides opportunities for the students to 
engage in discussion about the nature of God, the fulfilment 
of God’s promise in Jesus Christ the Messiah, and his eternal 
presence through the Holy Spirit.

In exploring the Christian faith, an emphasis is placed on the fact 
that it is possible to have a personal relationship with God and 
how this translates into our daily lives. 

Opportunity is given for the students to explore their own 
understanding of faith and how it provides a basis for the choices 
they make and the relationships they foster.

The students engage in a variety of learning activities and 
continue to develop confidence in using their Bibles to find 
passages of Scripture relevant to the learning task. This is 
achieved through the study of an overview of the Biblical story, 
the story of Moses and Mark’s gospel. In Term 2, the focus is on 
investigating Christian character traits and how to be a person of 
good moral character.

The students will have the opportunity for both individual 
reflection and group work. They demonstrate evidence of their 
learning over time in relation to the assessable elements of 
Knowledge and Understanding, Interpreting, Responding and 
Reflecting. 
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Year 9 Curriculum
The Year 9 core curriculum comprises of English, Mathematics, 
Science, Social Science, Health and Physical Education (HPE), 
Languages and Christian Education. In addition to these subjects, 
students choose three elective subjects in preparation for the 
narrower but deeper curriculum studies in the Senior Years 10-12.

English 

The Year 9 English course aims to continue to develop students’ 
knowledge and skills in the English language. The course content 
is designed to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and 
skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking and writing. The three 
strands are: Language (knowing about the English language), 
Literature (understanding, appreciating, responding to, analysing 
and creating literature) and Literacy (expanding the repertoire of 
English usage). Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
over time in relation to Understanding and Skills for both the 
Receptive and Productive modes. 

Text types include motivational speeches, imaginative writing, 
analytical essays and reflective responses. Inquiry questions 
inform each unit of learning for the Year 9 English Program. 

In the Term 1 unit, ‘Experiences of Indigenous Australians’, 
students explore the cultural values and assumptions that 
underpin the film text, Rabbit-Proof Fence. 

In Term 2, students watch two film versions of Romeo and Juliet 
and respond to questions such as: ‘Why is Romeo and Juliet 
Shakespeare’s best-known romantic tragedy?’, ‘What issues are 
explored and how relevant is the play to contemporary society?’, 

‘How does your own background influence your understanding of 
the play’s issues?’.

In Term 3, in their study of magazines, students learn to 
understand how magazines position readers to adopt particular 
points of view.

In Term 4, the ‘Learning from Life Experiences’ unit students 
consider: ‘What is the appeal of fiction?’, ‘How does the 
understanding of texts help lead to a better understanding of the 
human condition?’. The main text studied in this unit is the novel 
‘Intruder’ by Christine Bongers.

Mathematics

The Year 9 course is designed to support, challenge and extend 
students in ways that develop an interest and confidence in 
Mathematics. Students engage with a variety of resources 
including texts and physical materials.

The course content for this subject is designed to incorporate 
different strands of Mathematics including Number and Algebra 
Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in 
relation to the assessable elements Understanding and Fluency, 
Problem Solving and Communicating and Justifying.
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Science

Year 9 Science students use their knowledge to test and 
confirm their understanding and to investigate the world. They 
understand that scientific knowledge is dynamic and that theories 
are reviewed in the light of new evidence and real world issues. 
Students will also recognise that Science has a rich history and 
has evolved into a large number of increasingly overlapping fields 
that provide career opportunities. 

Studies involve the body systems of animals and the feeding 
relationships that occur within ecosystems. They will expand their 
knowledge of atomic structure, write equations and investigate 
the chemical energy of systems. Students will study energy 
transfer and energy waves through different medium, including 
electrical circuits. They will also study plate tectonics and its 
history. 

The course content incorporates the studies of Biological Science, 
Chemistry, Earth and Space Science and Physical Science. 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time in 
relation to the assessable criteria of Science Understanding 
(which includes Science Human Endeavor) and Science Skills.

Social Science

In Social Science, our aim is to engage the students so that they 
become appreciators of the world in which they live.  We wish to 
foster active citizens who constructively participate in society 
and life-long learners who are interested in places, events and 
issues. 

Students develop their knowledge and skills in the Australian 
Curriculum learning areas: History and Geography. Geography 
enhances students’ knowledge about problems facing human 
populations, how humans contribute to and can possibly solve 
these problems, while historical knowledge focuses on aspects 
of continuity and change. In both their History and Geography 
studies, skill development includes: collecting, analysing and 
interpreting information; presenting conclusions using reasoned 
argument, and using correct terminology and a range of 
communication forms.

In Term 1, students study global interconnections through a 
Geography unit entitled Antarctica: the Last Wilderness. In Term 
2, they explore the founding of the Modern World through their 
study of Female Convicts (The Movement of Peoples). Leading 
on from this, in Term 3 students learn about The ANZAC Legend 
(World War I). Finally, students return to Geography in Term 4 
when they study Food for All? (Biomes and Food Security). 

Through a range of assessment instruments (one per term), 
students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the assessable elements of Knowledge and 

Understanding, Questioning and Research, Analysing and 
Interpreting, and Communicating. 
 
Languages (Chinese, Japanese and Spanish)

Students in Year 9 continue their study of a language chosen in 
Year 7 (one of Chinese, Japanese or Spanish) and will continue 
their study of this language until the end of the year. For students 
interested in engaging further in their study of languages, from 
Year 9 it is also possible for students to study multiple languages 
(one being compulsory and one being an elective).

In Languages courses, students identify how languages are linked 
to cultures. They develop the skills needed to communicate 
and understand their target language in verbal and written 
modes. They explore alternative ways of experiencing, acting 
in and viewing the world and understanding the importance of 
bilingualism and multilingualism in contemporary society.

In Chinese, Japanese and Spanish, students learn to communicate 
information about themselves, their families and their friends. The 
course content is designed to assist students to comprehend and 
compose texts in the target language and develop intercultural 
competence and language awareness. 

The focus is to create a solid understanding of the languages of 
study. Grammatical structures are investigated, explained and 
practised to form a foundation before further language study is 
commenced in Years 10-12. Students demonstrate evidence of 
their learning over time against the requirements of the Australian 
Curriculum: Languages documents. 

Students study a variety of engaging units of work that provide 
language elements that are relevant, practical and enjoyable. They 
will come to understand linguistic and cultural practices, which 
will allow them to live and learn as a part of a global community. 

A knowledge of additional languages helps build personal, 
social and business relationships, which enhance intercultural 
understanding. The ability to communicate in an additional 
language is highly regarded by employers and provides 
students with a competitive edge in the job market. Tertiary 
institutions recognise the importance of language skills and offer 
opportunities for students to complement their studies in all 
disciplines.
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Health and Physical Education

Health and Physical Education teaches students how to enhance 
their own, others’ and the community’s health, safety, wellbeing 
and movement, physical activity participation patterns and trends 
in varied and changing contexts. It offers students an experiential 
curriculum that is contemporary, relevant, challenging, enjoyable 
and physically active.

Health and Physical Education provides opportunities for students 
to develop skills, self-efficacy and dispositions to advocate 
for, and positively influence, their own and others’ health and 
wellbeing by creating a sustainable future.

The Health and Physical Education curriculum is shaped by 
a number of inter-related propositions that are informed 
by a strong and diverse research base for a future-oriented 
curriculum. These propositions make a commitment to:

• focussing on educative outcomes

• taking a strengths-based approach

• valueing movement

• developing health literacy skills

• including a critical inquiry approach.

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the Australian Curriculum’s content descriptors 
and two year band achievement statements. All learning 
and assessment is centered around the two distinct strands 
of Movement and Physical activity and Personal, Social and 
Community Health.

Christian Education

Christian Education provides opportunities for students to 
consider and explore their own spiritual journey and development 
of Christian character. 

Students study Matthew’s gospel, research and report on a 
Christian who has made a positive difference in the world and 
explore the ‘beauty myth’; investigating self-image, self esteem 
and personality.

Evidence of student learning is demonstrated in assessable tasks 
which include Knowledge and Understanding, Responding and 
Reflecting.
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Elective Subjects
Contemporary Business

Contemporary Business examines businesses from two 
perspectives: the business owner and the consumer. The aim of the 
subject is to develop financial literacy in students; giving them an 
understanding of the financial choices and the impact this has in the 
business world. Topics studied include:

• Entrepreneurship

• Marketing

• Consumer Rights

• Introduction to Accounting

Assessment relates to three areas of Knowledge and 
Understanding, Evaluation and Justification and Skills and 
Procedures. These areas are assessed using a variety of techniques 
which include in-class exams, individual written assignments and 
completion of practical non-written tasks.

Drama

By exploring the experiences and ideas of others, students who 
study Drama have the opportunity to interpret their world and 
develop their own meaningful ideas and concepts. 

Through a study of TV Drama, students learn how to create their 
own TV dramas’ through script writing, directing, acting, and 
video editing skills. Students learn skills of analysis, creativity and 
inquiry through a range of projects.

In the unit, ‘Theatre for Young People’, students undertake a 
study of Children’s Theatre, where they work through a range 
of skills to develop an original performance piece. Their show 
is then put into action, and performed to their target audience. 
The course is designed to inspire and motivate students through 
creative inquiry by assisting students to develop interpersonal 
skills through the discovery of their role as scriptwriter, director, 
actor and collaborator. 

 Students demonstrate understanding and skills in three areas: 

• Forming (skills in creating new works)

• Presenting (skills in communicating to an audience)

• Responding (skills in analysis)

All tasks are structured to assess the individual students’ skills, 
including those tasks undertaken as a collaborative project. 

Experiencing live theatre is vital to a study of Drama. A Drama 
levy enables students to attend off-campus performances or 
workshops, and to participate in our Visiting Artist Program 
where students have the opportunity to work with various local 
and interstate performing artists. Occasionally, after school 
workshops and performances are also offered.

Food Technology

This course is designed to give students an insight into the 
nutritional components of food and the role of food in everyday 
life. Students will also investigate food production and nutrition 
by enhancing and maintaining health along with environmental 
sustainability. Students will develop basic to advanced skills 
in ingredient selection, cookery, knife skills, storage and 
presentation of foods. Topics covered include:

 § Plan and produce menus

 § Investigating a range of nutrition and diet related diseases

 § Multicultural foods

 § Food presentation skills

 § Using a range of kitchen appliances and tools 

Digital Technologies

The Digital Technology course is a practical course with a web 
application focus, which is relevant to our ‘online society’. 
The subject teaches students how to problem solve using 
computational, design and system thinking strategies. Students 
take a problem based learning approach to design, develop and 
evaluate a digital product for a client and aim to understand the 
related systems. 

The aim of the course is to demonstrate how different modern 
day digital systems can be developed and enhanced with an 
awareness of social and ethical impacts. In Term 1, students 
will learn to use basic User Experience Design (UX). In Term 
2, students will be introduced to a web based programming 
language to design a game, including basic HTML and CSS. In 
Term 3, students learn web and mobile data driven design. In 
Term 4, students will design and develop a digital product based 
on skills developed throughout the year and create a pitch video. 
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Students are assessed on their ability to work technologically 
to design, develop and evaluate products for clients, including 
project management and technical skills to control a system, 
primarily web-based. Assessment is mostly project-based around 
a client brief. Project-based tasks and examination preparation 
will involve home research, study and practice.  
 
Music

Classroom music at Clayfield College is a creative, enriching, 
educational and fun experience for the students. Studies in music 
utilise skills that enhance all aspects of development such as 
cognitive, emotional and psychomotor. Music appreciation and 
study contributes to the development of intelligence, memory, 
coordination, concentration and invention. This is additional to 
the development of skills such as logical, critical and divergent 
thinking, decision making and concept formation. Studies in music 
also offer a unique form of self-expression and communication 
and a way of viewing and understanding the world. Classroom 
music lessons at Clayfield College are devised and delivered 
using the Kodály methodology which aims to synthesise skills in 
different areas of Music, creating the ‘whole’ musician. This aural 
based, sequential, developmental approach is integral to our 
classroom Music Program at Clayfield College. 

Using the concepts covered throughout Years 7 and 8, students 
advance their study through the areas of performance, analysis, 
and composition. Students follow a course designed to further 
enhance their knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of music. 
Topics covered include:

• An exploration of musical elements, instruments and design in 
Music.

• Discovery of musical form and intent, composition and 
performance.

Composition tasks, end of semester examinations and 
performance tasks are given in the areas of analysis, composition 
and performance. Students are introduced to digital notation 
software as part of their composition tasks. Students studying 
Music are encouraged to be involved in a variety of musical 
ensembles available through the College’s Co-Curricular Program. 

Visual Art

The Clayfield College Visual Art Secondary Program provides 
dynamic, exciting and diverse opportunities for all students. 
The units of work for Year 9 have been developed to allow for 
strong links between core subjects and the arts. Students enjoy 
a plethora of experiences, including gallery excursions, artist 
talks and interactive new media workshops. Throughout all units 

of work students not only engage with the making and creating 
of artworks, but also participate in various written appreciation 
tasks, including structured essays, examinations, visual diary 
entries and artwork evaluations.

Visual Art develops students’ observation, creativity, imagination, 
critical thinking, and problem solving, art analysis and 
interpretation skills.

Year 9 will participate in four diverse units exploring both 2D & 
3D mediums. These units include:

• ‘Still Life Compositions’: a unit designed to teach students 
about Realism, exploring Illusion of a 3D world on a 2D surface.

• ‘Machines - A Cubist Perspective’: appropriating a 2D artwork 
and reinterpreting it in a 3D manner, exploring how the Cubists 
abstracted compositions by translating a 3D world onto a 2D 
surface.

• ‘Wearable Wonders, Designed Delights’: looking at Modernist 
Philosophies of Design.

• ‘The Cult of The Irrational’: a unit that explores appropriations 
of Surrealism.

Through these units, students research the history of Modern Art 
movements (including Australian Art) and begin to understand 
the foundations of Contemporary Art.

Students visit a number of Brisbane galleries during their annual 
Art excursions to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
artist’s practice and current ideas in the contemporary art world. 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning over time 
in relation to the assessable elements of Knowledge and 
Understanding, Creating, Presenting, Responding and Reflecting.

Visual Art has an annual levy to cover the costs of art materials.
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23 Gregory Street, Clayfield Q 4011 
PO Box 387, Clayfield Q 4011

For general information please contact:

Ph: 07 3262 0262 
email: info@clayfield.qld.edu.au www.clayfield.qld.edu.au


