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Welcome to Concordia’s Middle College   

Concordia’s Middle College supports students 
from Years 7 to 9 to become active, dynamic 
and creative learners. The Middle College 
years are a unique and important part of your 
child’s journey. Students in the middle years 
are growing toward independence and the 
demands of their adult lives. This handbook 
seeks to provide an insight into the programs 
and courses on offer across the three years of 
Middle College.

The Middle College encompasses the 
academic rigour of the Australian Curriculum 
as well as providing a supportive environment 
for development of self, key relationships as 
well as a chance to embrace challenge and 
develop interests. Although your studies are 
different from a primary school model with a 
broader range of subjects and teachers, there 
is a strong emphasis on pastoral care.

We aim to provide  a challenging, stimulating, 
relevant, engaging and flexible curriculum 
to cater for all levels of ability. Our focus is 
on developing lifelong learning behaviours 
and habits that will help your child with their 
journey ahead, becoming proactive citizens of 
the global community, utilising their God-given 
gifts and talents for the benefit of others.

Culturally, we wish to include families and 
community in our learning. There will be 
opportunities for your family and community 
members to be a part of the education 
process. We believe that our varied curriculum 
takes your child outside the classroom both 
physically and figuratively to be connected 
to the wider world, natural environment and 
community.

We also embrace character development as 
core to your child’s journey at Concordia. We 
include some significant events including 
camps, sport and cocurricular programs 
as well as our structured Rites of Passage 
program. Many of these activities will bring 
both the students and their families together to 
build stronger relationships with one another.

The Middle College at Concordia, as a 
coeducational school of the Lutheran Church 
of Australia, exists to nurture and empower 
young people to shape and enrich our world 
through a life of faith and service. We are a 
Christian community where God’s message 
of grace is proclaimed, and this guides how 
we teach, live and work together. We hope 
that your child will embrace the challenges 
and opportunities to assist in their social, 
emotional, physical, spiritual and cognitive 
growth over the next three years in Middle 
College. 

Mrs Roslyn Cook 
Middle College Coordinator

Middle College Coordinator
Mrs Roslyn Cook
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Our Guiding Statements 

Our Philosophy
Concordia Lutheran College is a Christian 
coeducational day and boarding school that 
provides a holistic approach to shape and 
prepare students to be confident, informed 
and equipped to make a difference in an ever 
changing world. We offer a rigorous and quality 
education where students strive for excellence, 
and set high expectations in a safe, Christ-
centred, grace-filled learning environment.

Our Purpose 
Our purpose is to deliver to our students 
inspiring, relevant and engaging learning 
opportunities in a welcoming and caring 
Christian environment.

Our Values
• Learning
 We value learning: where students 

demonstrate resilience and persistence as 
creative, adept learners who are not afraid to 
take risks as they learn and grow.

• Compassion
 We value compassion: where students 

develop their hearts and minds as they 
care for, respect, support and nurture one 
another.  

• Courage
 We value courage: where students become 

risk-takers who take ownership of their 
learning, set high expectations and are 
not afraid to speak up for others and 
themselves.    

• Service
 We value service: where students reflect 

on their place in the world as they desire to 
reach out and support people and groups on 
a local and global level.  

• Excellence
 We value excellence: where students 

continually strive for excellence as they set 
and exceed their own goals in their learning.  

• Respect
 We value respect: where every member of 

the College community respects themselves, 
others, and creation as they demonstrate 
stewardship and care for God’s earth and all 
who live on it.  
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Expectations for Students in the Middle College 

A Lutheran Education is about many things.  
It is about learning to be a responsible citizen, 
being accountable for what you do, and 
striving to do your best. During your time in the 
Middle College you will be expected to:

• Participate fully in your academic program.

• Be organised and manage your time wisely.

• Come to school on time every day.

• Maintain an appropriate standard of dress 
and appearance.

• Take responsibility for your learning.

• Be responsible for your actions.

• Show respect for self and others.

• Take advantage of opportunities.

• Complete one hour of home study per night 
for Year 7 and Year 8 and 1.5 hours for 
Year 9. This may include revision or 
appropriate further reading at times when 
there is little set homework.

• Have a positive impact on the community 
through service learning.

• Consider involvement in the leadership 
program.
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Academic Focus 

Our pedagogy provides for students who 
learn at different rates and adapt differently to 
information, as we all do. We aspire to provide 
our students with the requisite skills for deeper 
understanding, of themselves and the wider 
world. 

We work closely with all our students, 
encouraging independence and the 
development of organisational skills and 
building in them connection with others. 
We ask our students to be risk-takers with 
their learning, work to their ability and take 
responsibility for their learning. 

Our curriculum, specific to middle year 
schooling, is designed to encourage students 
to reach their potential academically, socially, 
physically, spiritually and creatively, while 
maintaining and developing a sense of self and 
others, within the wider community. 
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Middle College Academic Awards 

Citizenship Award
Students who have demonstrated outstanding 
service to the College throughout the year 
receive a Citizenship Award. Your conduct and 
application to your studies must be exemplary. 
You should attempt to participate in a variety of 
activities at the highest level of commitment. 

Presentation and Awards Evening
Students are awarded for exceptional 
academic achievement and effort. Years 7, 8 
and 9 awards include:

• Academic Merit

• Award of Honour 

A Merit award is for the top student in each 
subject in Years 7, 8 and 9, taken over the full 
year.

Award of Honour is awarded to a Year 7, 8 and 
9 student for his/her overall contribution to the 
College community. 

The student should have made major 
contributions to the College community in the 
following areas:

• Reflection of Christian Attitude

• Demonstration of leadership qualities

• Diligence in academic pursuits

• Commitment to extra-curricular activities

Concordia Lutheran College | Middle College Handbook
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Library 

The Middle College relationship with the library 
starts during a Year 7 student’s first few weeks 
of school, where they are introduced to the 
library and start to explore and navigate their 
way through the resources. This relationship 
continues through to the end of their schooling 
and is a vital component of their education at 
Concordia Lutheran College. 

From the first week, the library seeks to 
promote literacy and literature to the students 
in a fun and engaging way, with the aim of 
creating life long, enthusiastic readers. During 
the year we host many activities designed to 
generate excitement around reading, with 
the aim of extending those who are already 
enthusiastic about reading and encouraging 
reluctant readers. 

During class time, the librarian works 
with teachers to assist students with their 
researching, referencing and finding credible 
information so that they have a sound 
information literacy foundation as they move 
into their senior years. Our Middle College 
students can also take advantage of our after 
school homework groups, research help and 
tutoring groups. 

Services and facilities available to Middle 
College students:

• 24 hour access to library catalogue and 
online databases.

• Access to Clickview educational video 
database, from home and school.

• Access to encyclopaedia Britannica online 
and eLibrary from home and school.

• Access to a range of online resources such 
as Trove, the Churchill Archive, Lit2GO, 
ReadPlus and ABC Education.

• Three week borrowing period.

• Support and guidance with the basics of 
researching such as creating keywords, 
filtering searches and identifying credible 
resources. 

• Advice on how to avoid plagiarism. 

• The introduction of skills such as 
paraphrasing and referencing. 

• Librarians can assist students by finding 
the right resources for a project and are 
available before and after school, lunch and 
recess or during class time. 

• The library offers a welcoming and 
comfortable space for students to spend 
their free time. There are plenty of board 
games, cards, magazines and places to 
socialise with friends.

• The library is a place to meet for clubs and 
interest groups.

• Students have access to printers and 
desktop computers and library staff can 
assist with all aspects of information 
technology.

• We have a diverse collection of fiction 
resources, aimed at all levels of readers. 
We are constantly in consultation with our 
students to ensure that our resources are 
relevant. 

• Students can join our library monitor 
program and gain experience in designing 
displays, circulation, choosing books for the 
collection and helping with activities.

Library Staff

Teacher Librarian: Mrs Heidi Edwards

Library aides: Mrs Glenda Rickert
 Ms Benita Becker

Opening Hours

Monday 8am-8pm (closed recess)

Tuesday 8am-8pm

Wednesday 8am-8pm

Thursday 8am-8pm

Friday 8am-4pm (closed recess)
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Learning Enrichment 

At Concordia, we support inclusive practices 
and value diversity in our student population 
while recognising the interdependent 
relationship that exists between teaching 
and learning and pastoral care. The purpose 
of the  Learning Enrichment department 
is to identify, assess, support, monitor and 
evaluate students’ specific learning needs, 
in collaboration with other members of the 
College community involved with our students. 
Learning Enrichment staff provide professional 
support to staff to create and deliver a more 
inclusive curriculum. Support is also provided 
for parents in determining individual learning 
pathways and goals for diverse learners, and 
there is a close liaison with professionals and 
organisations regarding students with special 
needs.  

Learning Enrichment
Literacy Support is available, and this is a 
year-long subject that focuses primarily on 
giving students the skills to fully engage and 
participate in their class English lessons. 
Additionally, time is allocated for students to 
gain assistance with and complete homework 
and assignments.

Mathematics Support is available, which 
focuses primarily on giving students the skills 
to fully engage and participate in their class 
Maths lessons. 

Literacy Support – MacqLit
Students, if identified, will take part in 
Macquarie Literacy Program (MacqLit). 
MacqLit is an explicit and systematic 
reading intervention program. It provides a 
comprehensive sequence of lessons that 
includes all the key components necessary 
for effective reading instruction: phonemic 
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and 
comprehension. Inclusion in this program is 
via a placement test. 

Enrolment in Learning Enrichment programs is 
dependent upon consultation with the Director 
of Learning and Innovation and staff.
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Course Handbook
Year 7
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The Academic Program in Year 7   

Subjects
The Year 7 curriculum is based on the content 
and standards of the Australian Curriculum.

All students in Year 7 study the following 
compulsory subjects:

• Accounting and Business

• Christian Studies

• Dance

• Design and Technology

• Digital Technology

• Drama

• English

• Food and Fibre

• Geography

• German

• Health and Physical Education

• History

• Mathematics

• Music

• Science

• Visual Art

Work Practice and Attitude
Work practice and attitude are assessed and 
recorded individually and in each subject area 
against the following criteria

•  Behaviour

•  Effort

The ratings used are:

VG Very Good

G Good

S Satisfactory 

U Unsatisfactory

Subject Learning Outcomes
Subjects have specific learning outcomes 
against which your performance is assessed. 
The ratings used are:

A At this point in time you have an 
extensive knowledge and understanding 
of the content and can readily apply 
this knowledge. In addition, you have 
achieved a very high level of competence 
in the processes and skills and can apply 
these to new situations. 

B At this point in time you have a thorough 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and a high level of competence 
in the processes and skills and can apply 
these to most situations. 

C At this point in time you have a sound 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved the expected 
level of competence in the processes and 
skills.

D At this point in time you have a basic 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved a basic level 
of competence in the process and skill.

E At this point in time you have elementary 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved a very limited 
level of competence in the processes and 
skills.

NA At this point in time you have had little or 
no opportunity to demonstrate knowledge, 
understanding or competence in the 
processes and skills.

The standards for these ratings are available 
from your subject teacher.
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Accounting and Business 

You will develop your understanding of 
accounting and business concepts by exploring 
the ways markets work within Australia. You 
will be introduced to Double Entry accounting 
techniques to assist with future studies 
in Accounting. The rights, responsibilities 
and opportunities that arise for businesses, 
consumers and governments are considered 
along with the influences on the ways 
individuals work now and into the future. 

Christian Studies

You will undertake a year-long investigation 
into God’s plan of salvation as it unfolds in 
human history throughout the Old and New 
Testaments, examining its ethical and social 
justice implications, and  developing skills for 
critically investigating its nature, purpose and 
relevance for today.

Dance

You begin your studies in Dance by exploring 
different dance genres and styles throughout 
the ages from the roaring twenties through to 
the current trends. You will also be introduced 
to the elements of dance. On a practical level, 
you will learn sequences of a variety of dances, 
culminating in a class hip hop routine. 

Design and Technology

You will have an opportunity to create designed 
solutions using a variety of materials. An 
emphasis will be learning the design, make and 
appraise process, and the correct and safe use 
of tools and equipment.

Digital Technology 

You will have the opportunity to evaluate 
information systems that support learning 
and create an educational digital solution. 
Learning opportunities could include creating 
an educational game or learning object to 
educate your peers using a general purpose 
programming language. You will apply a range 
of skills and processes in the production of 
digital solutions. You will have the opportunity 
to analyse data to model a real-life object or 
event, with consideration to gaming mechanics; 
investigate how data including text, images 
and sound are represented in binary, and 
implications for game design; define and 
decompose real-world problems, considering 
the functional, technical, social and usability 
constraints; investigate how game mechanics 
influence user experience and apply those 
principles to the user experience design; use 
algorithms including flow charts, storyboards 
and pseudo-code to design their solution; test 
algorithms for accuracy; explore emerging 
technologies, such as virtual reality.

Drama

You will develop an understanding of the 
essential skills required to perform dramatic 
works, ranging from vocal techniques, to use 
of the stage and their movement to convey 
a meaning. At the core of its content,you 
will learn about how to effectively tell a story 
through performance. 

English

In Year 7, you will complete a variety of units 
based on The Australian Curriculum and 
the three interrelated strands of Language, 
Literacy and Literature. You explore the world 
represented in literature, media, film, with 
a strong emphasis on developing the skills 
necessary to communicate effectively and 
confidently through listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, reflecting 
and discussing.  

Year 7 Subjects 
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Food and Fibre

You will have the opportunity to investigate and 
select from a range of materials, components 
and equipment to create designed solutions 
for a food or fibre context. You will consider 
the ways characteristics and properties can 
be combined to produce designed solutions to 
problems for individuals and the community. 

You will use creativity, innovation and enterprise 
skills with increasing independence and 
collaboration. An emphasis will be learning the 
design, make and appraise process, and the 
correct and safe use of equipment.

Geography

There are two units of study in the Year 7 
curriculum for Geography:

Unit 1: ‘Water in the  world’ focuses on water 
as an example of a renewable environmental 
resource. This unit examines the many uses 
of water, the ways it is perceived and valued, 
its different forms as a resource, the ways 
it connects places as it moves through the 
environment, its varying availability in time and 
across space, and its scarcity. 

Unit 2: ‘Place and liveability’ focuses on the 
concept of place through an investigation 
of liveability. This unit examines factors that 
influence liveability and how it is perceived, 
the idea that places provide people with the 
services and facilities needed to support 
and enhance their lives, and that spaces are 
planned and managed by people. 

German

In German you will primarily develop your 
ability by focusing on the spoken language; this 
will be supported by using and understanding 
German vocabulary, grammar and practice oral 
script. German integrates language learning 
with appreciation of the German culture. 

Health and Physical Education

You participate actively in a wide variety of 
sports in order to develop a healthy mind and 
body with the primary focus being on skill 
development.

In Health you explore a range of topics and 
concepts to gain a greater understanding of 
your health and wellbeing and develop skills 
to become healthy young women and men. 
Topics covered include: understanding health 
and wellbeing, understanding self-concept  
and self- esteem and the benefits of  
physical activity. 

History

The Year 7 History curriculum provides a study 
of history from the time of the earliest human 
communities to the end of the ancient period, 
approximately 60 000 BC (BCE) – c.650 AD 
(CE). The study of the ancient world includes 
the discoveries and the mysteries about this 
period of history, in a range of societies in 
places including Egypt and China.

Mathematics

In Year 7 there is an emphasis on number 
skills, measurement, spatial concepts, 
algebra and statistics, as well as looking at the 
interrelationships between these areas of the 
subject. Teachers approach maths in class 
with an “I do, You do, We do” methodology, 
solidifying conceptual knowledge through 
practical tasks, worksheets and Education 
Perfect. 

You will have an assignment each semester 
and regular common tests at the end of a term 
to measure your progress and to help identify 
priorities for improvement.
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Music

You are introduced to the world of music and 
discover the basic music elements of duration, 
pitch, timbre and volume. You will use this 
knowledge to analyse music and to compose 
an original composition.

Science

In Year 7, you will explore the diversity of 
life on Earth and continue to develop your 
understanding of the role of classification in 
ordering and organising information. You will 
use and develop models such as food chains, 
food webs and the water cycle to represent and 
analyse the flow of energy and matter through 
ecosystems and explore the impact of changing 
components within these systems. 

You will consider the interaction between 
multiple forces when explaining changes in 
an object’s motion. You explore the notion 
of renewable and non-renewable resources 
and consider how this classification depends 
on the timescale considered. You also study 
relationships in the Earth-sun-moon system 
and use models to predict and explain events. 

Visual Art 

You are provided with opportunities to develop 
your art skills in a broad range of materials and 
styles. 

You will complete projects in areas of drawing, 
painting and sculpture. 
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Course Handbook
Year 8

Concordia Lutheran College | Middle College Handbook



The Academic Program in Year 8 

Subjects
The Year 8 curriculum is based on the content 
and standards of the Australian Curriculum.

All students in Year 8 study the following 
compulsory subjects:

• Accounting and Business

• Christian Studies

• Dance

• Food and Fibre

• Design and Technology

• Digital Technology

• Drama

• English

• Geography

• German

• Health and Physical Education

• History

• Mathematics

• Music

• Science

• Visual Art

Work Practice and Attitude
Work practice and attitude are assessed and 
recorded individually and in each subject area 
against the following criteria

•  Behaviour

•  Effort

The ratings used are:

VG Very Good

G Good

S Satisfactory 

U Unsatisfactory

Subject Learning Outcomes
Subjects have specific learning outcomes 
against which your performance is assessed. 
The ratings used are:

A At this point in time you have an 
extensive knowledge and understanding 
of the content and can readily apply 
this knowledge. In addition, you have 
achieved a very high level of competence 
in the processes and skills and can apply 
these to new situations. 

B At this point in time you have a thorough 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and a high level of competence 
in the processes and skills and can apply 
these to most situations. 

C At this point in time you have a sound 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved the expected 
level of competence in the processes and 
skills.

D At this point in time you have a basic 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved a basic level 
of competence in the process and skill.

E At this point in time you have elementary 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved a very limited 
level of competence in the processes and 
skills.

NA At this point in time you have had little or 
no opportunity to demonstrate knowledge, 
understanding or competence in the 
processes and skills.

The standards for these ratings are available 
from your subject teacher.

20
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Accounting and Business 

You will continue to develop knowledge and 
skills from previous units. You will develop your 
understanding of accounting and business 
concepts by exploring the ways markets work 
within Australia. You will be introduced to 
Double Entry accounting techniques to assist 
with future studies in Accounting. The rights, 
responsibilities and opportunities that arise for 
businesses, consumers and governments are 
considered along with the influences on the 
ways individuals work now and into the future. 

Christian Studies

A deeper exploration of biblical material 
is undertaken in Year 8 Christian Studies 
including an investigation into its historical and 
archaeological reliability. You will examine the 
Gospel of Luke, explore how a God of grace is 
revealed in the Old Testament and reflect upon 
the implications of being a follower of Christ.

Dance

In Year 8, you will focus on the history, 
development and culture that is hip hop. You 
will come to develop an understanding of hip 
hop as more than just a dance style and learn 
that it has many different variants such as 
tutting, stepping and breakdance. Experiences 
and activities in this unit may include 
workshops, research, class performance and 
developing your own choreography. You will 
also continue to develop your understanding of 
the elements of dance.

Design and Technology

You will continue to develop knowledge and 
skills from previous units. You will have an 
opportunity to create designed solutions 
using a variety of materials. An emphasis will 
be learning the design, make and appraise 
process, and the correct and safe use of tools 
and equipment.

Digital Technology 

You will continue to develop knowledge and 
skills from previous units. You will have the 
opportunity to evaluate information systems 
that support learning and create an educational 
digital solution. Learning opportunities could 
include creating an educational game or 
learning object to educate your peers using a 
general purpose programming language. You 
will apply a range of skills and processes in the 
production of digital solutions. You will have the 
opportunity to analyse data to model a real-life 
object or event, with consideration to gaming 
mechanics; investigate how data including text, 
images and sound are represented in binary, 
and implications for game design; define and 
decompose real-world problems, considering 
the functional, technical, social and usability 
constraints; investigate how game mechanics 
influence user experience and apply those 
principles to the user experience design; use 
algorithms including flow charts, storyboards 
and pseudo-code to design their solution; test 
algorithms for accuracy; explore emerging 
technologies, such as virtual reality.

Drama

You will engage with the Elements of Drama 
both in theory and practice to develop a 
stronger understanding of how to create drama 
works. You will refine your acting skills and turn 
your ideas into performance. Working with a 
variety of scripts, you will perform in groups 
as a practical application of the skills learned 
throughout the unit. 

Year 8 Subjects 
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English

In Year 8, you will complete a variety of units 
based on The Australian Curriculum and the 
three interrelated strands of Language, Literacy 
and Literature. 

You continue to explore literature, media and 
film by analysing how texts convey meaning, 
developing your skills in interpreting ideas and 
perspectives. You will develop your skills in 
effective communication through a range of 
written, spoken and multimodal text, including 
essays. Year 8 students study a variety of texts 
including films, prose, poetry, newspapers and 
multimodal texts. 

Food and Fibre

You will continue to develop knowledge 
and skills from previous units. You will have 
the opportunity to investigate and select 
from a range of materials, components and 
equipment to create designed solutions for 
a food or fibre context. You will consider the 
ways characteristics and properties can be 
combined to produce designed solutions to 
problems for individuals and the community. 

You will use creativity, innovation and enterprise 
skills with increasing independence and 
collaboration. An emphasis will be learning the 
design, make and appraise process, and the 
correct and safe use of equipment.

Geography

There are two units of study in the Year 8 
curriculum for Geography: 

Unit 1: ‘Landforms and landscapes’ focuses 
on investigating geomorphology through a 
study of landscapes and their landforms. In 
this unit you will examine the processes that 
shape individual landforms, the values and 
meanings placed on landforms and landscapes 
by diverse cultures, hazards associated with 
landscapes, and management of landscapes. 

Unit 2: ‘Changing nations’ investigates the 
changing human geography of countries, 
as revealed by shifts in population 
distribution. You will explore the changing 
human geography of places, the process of 
urbanisation and its effects on society.  The 
unit investigates the reasons for the high level 
of urban concentration in Australia, with a 
comparative study undertaken assessing the 
findings with another country in the developed 
world (i.e. United States of America). The 
unit then examines issues related to the 
management and future of Australia’s urban 
areas.

German

Studying German will build on your ability 
to communicate the German language. You 
will further develop the cultural awareness of 
German-speaking communities through an 
appreciation of the people, places and customs 
that make Germany such a remarkable 
European country.

Health and Physical Education

You will further your experiences in personal 
health and development by refining your skills 
in sport activities and physical activities. 

You will explore issues relevant to your life; look 
at ways to enhance self-esteem and to build 
on skills to help you solve problems to become 
resilient young adults. Areas of study include 
friendship, dealing with differences, drugs, 
positive self-talk and sexuality.

History

The Year 8 History curriculum provides a study 
of history from the end of the ancient period to 
the beginning of the modern period, 
c.650– 1750 AD (CE). You will investigate 
the social, economic, religious and 
political beliefs of the Medieval world 
with a particular emphasis on Europe 
and Japan.  
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Mathematics

Year 8 students study the Australian 
Curriculum Mathematics, which builds on 
concepts learnt in Year 7. You will study 
more advanced number and algebra skills; 
measurement and geometry; and statistics 
and probability. Emphasis is also given to 
the ongoing development of problem-solving 
strategies. Teachers approach maths in class 
with an “I do, You do, We do” methodology, 
solidifying conceptual knowledge through 
practical tasks, worksheets and Education 
Perfect. 

You will have an assignment each semester 
and regular common tests at the end of a term 
to measure your progress and to help identify 
priorities for improvement.

Music

You will continue to develop your knowledge 
of the music elements in a variety of genres 
by studying Australian music. You will 
analyse music from various sources including 
Indigenous Australian music, art music, folk 
music and contemporary styles. You will 
complete a performance task of your own 
arrangements of music made famous by an 
Australian.

Science

In Year 8, you are introduced to cells 
as microscopic structures that explain 
macroscopic properties of living systems. 
They link form and function at a cellular 
level and explore the organisation of body 
systems in terms of flows of matter between 
interdependent organs. Similarly, you will 
explore changes in matter at a particle level, 
and distinguish between chemical and physical 
change. You will begin to classify different 
forms of energy, and describe the role of 
energy in causing change in systems, including 
the role of heat and kinetic energy in the rock 
cycle. 

You will use experimentation to isolate 
relationships between components in systems 
and explain these relationships through 
increasingly complex representations. You will 
make predictions and propose explanations, 
drawing on evidence to support your views 
while considering other points of view.

Visual Art 

In Year 8, you will examine Mexican Art and 
Pop Art. Mexican Art examines the historical 
and contemporary forms of Mexican fantasy 
animals. You will complete a unit of work about 
Pop Art. 

You are engaged in these concepts through 
practical and theoretical activities to build your 
knowledge, confidence and creativity.
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Course Handbook
Year 9
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Subjects
Concordia’s curriculum in Year 9 is based on 
the content and standards for the Australian 
Curriculum.

All students in Year 9 study the following 
compulsory subjects:

• Christian Studies

• English

• Geography

• Health and Physical Education

• History

• Mathematics

• Science

You will also study a number of elective 
subjects.

Work Practice and Attitude
Work practice and attitude are assessed and 
recorded individually and in each subject area 
against the following criteria

•  Behaviour

•  Effort

The ratings used are:

VG Very Good

G Good

S Satisfactory 

U Unsatisfactory

Subject Learning Outcomes
Subjects have specific learning outcomes 
against which your performance is assessed. 
The ratings used are:

A At this point in time you have an 
extensive knowledge and understanding 
of the content and can readily apply this 
knowledge. In addition, you have achieved 
a very high level of competence in the 
processes and skills and can apply these 
to new situations. 

B At this point in time you have a thorough 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and a high level of competence 
in the processes and skills and can apply 
these to most situations. 

C At this point in time you have a sound 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved the expected 
level of competence in the processes and 
skills.

D At this point in time you have a basic 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved a basic level of 
competence in the process and skill.

E At this point in time you have elementary 
knowledge and understanding of the 
content and have achieved a very limited 
level of competence in the processes and 
skills.

NA At this point in time you have had little or 
no opportunity to demonstrate knowledge, 
understanding or competence in the 
processes and skills.

The standards for these ratings are available 
from your subject teacher.

The Academic Program in Year 9 
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Compulsory Subjects  

• Christian Studies (Compulsory)

• English (Compulsory)

• Geography (Compulsory)

• German (Elective)

• Health and Physical Education 
(Compulsory)

• History (Compulsory)

• Mathematics (Compulsory)

• Science (Compulsory)

• The Rite Journey (Compulsory)

Elective Subjects
For a whole year, you also study three elective 
subjects which is a mix of creative, language 
and performance subjects. Your choices are: 

• Accounting and Business

• Dance

• Design and Technology

• Food and Fibre

• Digital Technology

• Drama

• German

• Learning Enrichment

• Music

• Visual Art

27

Year 9 Subjects 
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Christian Studies (Compulsory)

In Year 9, the Christian Studies course is 
integrated with the College’s The Rite Journey 
program and two of the four units of study 
directly relate to the program. 

The Rite Journey units, Relationship with Self 
and Others and Spirit and Purpose, encourage 
students to reflect upon significant life 
questions, such as how to serve the community 
of which they are a part, and to explore the 
importance of role-models and family in 
shaping identity.

The Christian Studies units, Law and Grace and 
Prayer and Worship, focus on the way God’s 
grace and love help us grow as human beings, 
providing strength and courage to contend with 
life’s challenges and uncertainties.
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English (Compulsory)

In Year 9, you will complete a variety of units 
based on The Australian Curriculum and the 
three interrelated strands of Language, Literacy 
and Literature. 

Year 9 English will give you the opportunity 
to practice literacy and information literacy 
skills to help you communicate effectively and 
confidently. You will study some contemporary 
texts recognising how events, situations and 
people can be represented from different 
perspectives and draw conclusions about 
characters, events and key ideas. You will build 
an understanding of critical literacy through the 
examination of text types. Through a variety of 
units, you will create and craft analytical and 
persuasive texts and respond to current media 
issues.

German (Elective)

German provides you with the essential skills 
in language which is invaluable for travel within 
the Germanic counties throughout Europe. 
Studying German continues to develop your 
understanding of vocabulary, grammar and oral 
script. 

You will have the opportunity every second year 
to participate in a cultural trip to Germany. 

English and Languages 

Concordia Lutheran College | Middle College Handbook



30

Health and Physical Education 
(Compulsory)

You continue to refine your participation in a 
wider range of sports and physical activities. 
The course increases your understanding of 
what it means to be physically healthy. 

You explore health and nutrition and how the 
body benefits from a physically active life style, 
and the benefits of lifelong physical activity on 
health, personal mental health and wellbeing. 

Health and Physical Education 
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Geography (Compulsory)

There are two units of study in the Year 9 
curriculum for Geography:

Unit 1: ‘Biomes and food security’ focuses on 
investigating the role of the biotic environment 
and its role in food and fibre production. In 
this unit you will examine the biomes of the 
world, their alteration and significance as a 
source of food and fibre, and the environmental 
challenges and constraints on expanding food 
production in the future.

Unit 2: ‘Geographies of interconnections’ 
focuses on investigating how people are 
connected to places throughout the world 
and how these connections help to make and 
change places and their environments. In this 
unit you will examine the interconnections 
between people and places through the 
products people buy and the effects of their 
production on the places that make them. 
You will examine the ways that transport, 
information and communication technologies 
have made it possible for an increasing range 
of services to be provided internationally, and 
for people in isolated rural areas to be more 
globally connected connect to information and 
services.

History (Compulsory)

The Year 9 History curriculum provides a 
study of the history of the making of the 
modern world from 1750 to 1918. You will 
investigate the period of industrialisation, the 
development of new ideas and technologies as 
well the impact of rapid change. You will also 
explore World War I, 1914–1918 to determine 
the significance of this event in shaping the 
modern world. 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HaSS) 
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Mathematics (Compulsory)

You will study Year 9 Australian Curriculum 
Mathematics. This course gives you an 
appreciation of the role of mathematics in 
society. You acquire skills that will enable you to 
solve problems in everyday, real life situations 
and to pursue further studies in Mathematics. 

Areas of study 
• Algebra 
• Geometry 
• Trigonometry 
• Perimeter, area and volume 
• Probability and statistics 
• Basic finance

Teachers approach Maths in class with an  
“I do, You do, We do” methodology, solidifying 
conceptual knowledge through practical tasks, 
worksheets and Education Perfect. You will 
have an assignment each semester and regular 
common tests at the end of a term to measure 
your progress and to help identify priorities for 
improvement.

Mathematics 
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Science (Compulsory)

In Year 9, you will consider the operation of 
systems at a range of scales. You will explore 
ways in which the human body as a system 
responds to its external environment and the 
interdependencies between biotic and abiotic 
components of ecosystems. You are introduced 
to the notion of the atom as a system of 
protons, electrons and neutrons, and how this 
system can change through nuclear decay. 

You will learn that matter can be rearranged 
through chemical change and that these 
changes play an important role in many 
systems. You are also introduced to the 
concept of the conservation of matter and 
begin to develop a more sophisticated view 
of energy transfer and begin to apply your 
understanding of energy and forces to global 
systems such as continental movement.

Science 
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Technology 

Accounting and Business (Elective)

You are introduced to strategies that can 
be used to manage financial risks and 
rewards, entrepreneurial capabilities and 
basic accounting tools such as cash journals 
and bank reconciliations. You will be able to 
create a combination of reports and projects 
in which you will apply both knowledge and 
understanding of business concepts and 
practical financial record-keeping skills. 

Design and Technology (Elective)

By the end of Year 9, you will have had the 
opportunity to design and produce designed 
solutions focused for Engineering principles 
and systems.

You are provided opportunities to use 
design and technologies knowledge and 
understanding, processes and production 
skills and design thinking to produce designed 
solutions to identified needs or opportunities 
of relevance to individuals and regional and 
global communities. You will specifically focus 
on preferred futures, taking into account 
ethics; legal issues; social values; economic, 
environmental and social sustainability 
factors and using strategies such as life cycle 
thinking. You will use creativity, innovation and 
enterprise skills with increasing confidence, 
independence and collaboration.

Digital Technology (Elective)

This course focuses on developing knowledge 
and skills in computational thinking to define, 
design and implement digital solutions. You 
will take abstract ideas and break them down 
into defined, simple tasks that a computer can 
process through a series of logical and ordered 
steps. This may include analysing trends in 
data, designing and implementing algorithms, 
responding to user input or predicting the 
outcome of a simulation.

You will consider how human interaction with 
networked systems introduces complexities 
surrounding access to, and the security and 
privacy of, data of various types. You will 
interrogate security practices and techniques 
used to compress data, and learn about the 
importance of separating content, presentation 
and behavioural elements for data integrity 
and maintenance purposes.

Food & Fibre (Elective)

By the end of Year 9, you will have had the 
opportunity to design and produce designed 
solutions focused on the following: Food and 
fibre production, Food specialisations and 
Materials and technologies specialisations.
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The Arts 

Dance (Elective)

In Year 9, you will examine a variety of dance 
styles including Musical Theatre, Tap and 
Contemporary. You will learn the conventions 
of each style and how each manipulates the 
elements of dance. You will choreograph and 
perform, as well as develop your own personal 
response to the dance works of others.

Drama (Elective)

You will begin to work with more complex 
concepts, scripts and styles in Year 9 Drama. 
You continue to refine your performance skills, 
deepen your understanding of the Elements 
of Drama and engage with styles such as 
physical theatre, improvisation and scripted 
performance for an audience. 

Music (Elective)

You will continue to develop your knowledge 
of the music elements by focusing on the 
instruments of the orchestra. You will analyse 
the manipulation of orchestral timbres in both 
film and video game scores. You will also 
complete performance and compositions tasks 
associated with these areas.

Visual Art (Elective)

In Year 9, you will examine two units. Unit 1 is 
Masks and Unit 2 is a still-life drawing. 

In the Mask unit you will explore the 
cultural history of mask making as well as 
contemporary forms of practice. You will 
develop your skills and design, create and 
produce a contemporary mask.  

Through the still-life drawing unit titled ‘The 
object of my obsession,’ you will focus on 
sketching, drawing and design skills by 
examining an object that is special to you and 
use this as stimulus. 
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The Rite Journey (Compulsory)

The Rite Journey is a year-long developmental 
program, incorporating the Year 9 Christian 
Studies course, the College’s outdoor education 
experience at Googa and the Year 9 Pastoral 
Care program. It addresses the social, 
emotional, physical and spiritual components 
of a student’s world of experience and has 
the primary aim of character formation, 
encouraging students to leave childhood 
behind and grow towards adulthood. 

The cultivation of resilience is another key 
Rite Journey objective. It is developed by 
offering a range of challenges and encouraging 
you to find the resources and inner strength 
necessary to overcome them. The biggest of 
these challenges occurs at the Googa Outdoor 
Education Centre. This is a four week outdoor 
education program which places you outside of 
your comfort zone, assisting you to learn more 
about yourself and others.

The program concludes with a ceremony of 
recognition, with parents and mentors also 
attending, to celebrate the symbolic return 
of students to parents and the community as 
young adults.

The Rite Journey 
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Getting Advice
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Academic

Director of Learning and Innovation
Ms Wendy Bowen
07 4688 2700
wendy.bowen@concordia.qld.edu.au

Head of Department - Christian Studies
Mr Stephen Miegel
07 4688 2700
stephen.miegel@concordia.qld.edu.au

Head of Department - English
Mr Ian Hoddinott
07 4688 2700
ian.hoddinott@concordia.qld.edu.au

Head of Department - Health and Physical 
Education
Mr Col Anderton
07 4688 2700
col.anderton@concordia.qld.edu.au

Head of Department - Humanities and  
Social Sciences
Mrs Sue Franceschini
07 4688 2700
sue.franceschini@concordia.qld.edu.au

Head of Department - Mathematics
Ms Karin McKenzie
07 4688 2700
karin.mckenzie@concordia.qld.edu.au

Head of Department - Science
Mr Dennis Wolbers
07 4688 2700
dennis.wolbers@concordia.qld.edu.au

Head of Department - Technology
Mr James Bishop
07 4688 2700
james.bishop@concordia.qld.edu.au

Head of Department - The Arts
Mrs Samantha Eagleson
07 4688 2700
samantha.eagleson@concordia.qld.edu.au

Pastoral

Director of Campus - Stephen Street
Mr Jason Smith
07 4688 2700
jason.smith@concordia.qld.edu.au

Middle College Coordinator
Mrs Roslyn Cook
07 4688 2700
roslyn.cook@concordia.qld.edu.au

Senior College Coordinator
Ms Carissa Jaworska
07 4688 2700
carissa.jaworska@concordia.qld.edu.au

Student Counsellor
Mrs Sonia Siebenhausen
07 4688 2700
sonia.siebenhausen@concordia.qld.edu.au

College Pastor
Rev. Mark Blackwell
07 4688 2700
mark.blackwell@concordia.qld.edu.au

International Student Coordinator
Ms Judy Burgis
07 4688 2700
judy.burgis@concordia.qld.edu.au

Indigenous Student Liaison Officer
Mrs Charada Grimes
07 4688 2700
charada.grimes@concordia.qld.edu.au

Course Counselling

Careers Advisor
Mrs Leah Bowes
07 4688 2700
leah.bowes@concordia.qld.edu.au

Future Pathways Coordinator
Mrs Jo-Ann Tessmer
07 4688 2700 
jo-ann.tessmer@concordia.qld.edu.au

Contacts  
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www.concordia.qld.edu.au

Lutheran Church of Australia – Queensland District 
trading as Concordia Lutheran College

154 Stephen Street
Toowoomba Qld 4350

(07) 4688 2700
enrolments@concordia.qld.edu.au

CRICOS Provider No: 00581G
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