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1. Rationale 

Homework is about developing, in students, a good work ethic.  Success at study requires hard 

work and commitment – but most of all it takes a time commitment and good study habits at 

home. It is important for students to develop these habits early. 

Homework provides students with opportunities to consolidate their classroom learning, pattern 

behaviour for lifelong learning beyond the classroom and involve family members in their learning. 

The setting of homework takes into account the need for students to have a balanced lifestyle. 

This includes sufficient time for family, recreation, cultural opportunities and employment where 

appropriate. 

2. Purpose for Homework: 
 
1. Allows for review of and reflection on learning – for practising, extending and consolidating 

work done in class. 

2. Provides opportunity for students to take responsibility for their own learning and develop 

self-management skills. 

3. Promotes development of routines, time management and research skills. 

4. Fosters lifelong learning – establishes habits of study, concentration and self-discipline. 

5. Allows students to become fluent in skills and knowledge. 

6. Strengthens home-school links – reaffirms the role of parents/guardians as partners in 

education. 

7. Provides parents with insight into what is being taught and progress in learning. 

8. Challenges, extends and supports students. 

9. Enables teachers to evaluate student progress and individualise instruction. 

3. Principles about Homework 

1. Homework set by teachers can take many forms but teachers will ensure they plan homework 

that is purposeful and relevant to curriculum and life. 

2. Homework will not take the form of busy work. 

3. Clear expectations for homework must be communicated by teachers. 

4. Homework will be set by the teacher as appropriate to support learning in the class and should 

be developmentally appropriate for the student.   

5. Teachers must not set tasks that require students to learn concepts for the first time, unless it 

is pre-reading or viewing for a concept that will be taught in class during the next lesson. 
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6. Teachers will ensure that students have access to all resources needed to complete 

homework. 

7. Students will be given appropriate time to complete homework – daily or weekly. 

8. Homework will be recorded in the diary and on the Learning Management System (SEQTA). 

9. Students will be expected to take responsibility for their own self-directed revision of work 

covered in class. 

10. Students will be encouraged to develop good homework and study habits such as creating and 

following a homework schedule, setting aside time to review work covered in class and reading 

daily. 

11. Teachers will track and monitor non-completion of homework. 

12. Teachers will communicate with parents if students are consistently not fulfilling homework 

requirements via the diary, email and a meeting with parents, if necessary. 

13. On those occasions when no homework is specifically set, students are expected to revise 

work already covered or do extension reading. 

4. Time Expectations 
 

The following will be included in the diary as a guide for expected homework/study time 
allocations per year level: 

Year Level Average Time allocation 

Prep-Year 2 15-20 mins daily reading 

Year 3 & 4 2 hours on average per week 

Year 5 & 6 3 hours on average per week 

Year 7 & 8 4 hours on average per week 

Year 9/10 6 hours on average per week 
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5. Consequences for not doing Homework 
 
1. Teachers will ensure that homework is regularly checked for completion. 
 
2. If a student does not complete set homework as required by the teacher, a record will be 

made in the diary and on the Learning Management System (SEQTA). 
 
3. If students persist in not completing homework then teachers will contact parents to discuss 

the matter.  A face-to-face meeting may be required to find a resolution to the problem. 
 

4. The student may be required to resubmit the work as prescribed by the teacher. 

6. Expectations and Responsibilities 
 
Teachers 
1. Set regular homework to help students establish a home study routine.  
2. Set varied, challenging and meaningful tasks related to class work that are appropriate to the 

students' learning needs. 
3. Make sure upper primary and secondary students effectively use diaries for recording 

homework. 
4. Give students enough time to complete homework, taking into account home obligations and 

extracurricular activities.  
5. Check homework as necessary and provide timely and practical feedback and support.  
6. Support students in developing a homework/study timetable. 
7. Help students develop the organisational and time-management skills needed for them to be 

responsible for their own learning. 
8. Ensure that students have good information and research skills. 
Students 
1. Be familiar with the Homework and Study Policy. 
2. Enter homework in Diary with detailed planning notes. 
3. Keep track of due dates of homework and assignments in the diary. 
4. Complete homework in the timeframe allocated. 
5. Complete homework and assignments to the standard expected. 
6. Bring a note in the diary from a parent/guardian if homework was not able to be completed. 
7. Catch up on missed work. 
8. Speak to their teacher to arrange an extension if they are unable to complete homework by 

the due date. 
9. Communicate homework or assignment expectations to parents. 
10. Seek assistance when difficulties arise. 
11. Organise their time to appropriately balance activities and ensure they are able to achieve high 

quality outcomes within given time deadlines. 
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Parents 
1. Support the College’s Homework and Study Policy. 
2. Encourage their children to take responsibility for their own learning and organisation. 
3. Provide a working environment which supports productive home learning outcomes. 
4. Ensure a regular daily time is set aside for home learning. 
5. Help children balance and prioritise the amount of time allocated to home learning, 

recreational activities and co-curricular activities. 
6. Assist teachers to monitor home learning by signing the Student Diary weekly and checking to 

see what work has been set. 
7. Contact relevant teachers to discuss any problems their children are having with home 

learning. 
8. Observe and acknowledge their success and ask how their home and class learning is 

progressing. 
9. Attend College events, parent information nights and similar events so they are fully informed 

about programs at the College. 
10. Set examples by reading themselves and read texts set by teachers to enable discussion of 

tasks set by teachers. 
11. Assist with home learning where appropriate through a range of strategies – it is vital that 

students complete homework themselves. 
12. Support their children in managing part-time employment with a recommended maximum of 

15 hours per week. 
13. Discuss home learning in their first language, where English is not the main language spoken at 

home, and linking it to their previous experience. 
14. Alert the College to any domestic concerns or activities which may need to be considered 

when homework is being set. 


